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Prescott: ‘We must revive traditional Labour values 


THE DEPUTY Prime Minister, 
John Prescott and the Chan- 
cellor, Gordon Brown, have 
forged a new alliance to reassert 
"traditional" Labour values in 
the wake of the resignation of 
Peter Mandelson. 

While Tbny Blair holidays in 
the Seychelles, they have joined 
forces to promote “interven- 
tionism" in government and fill 
the vacuum left by the Secretary 
of State for Hade and Industry. 

In an interview with Theln- 
q dependent, Mr Prescott re- 
vealed publicly for the first 
time that he and Mr Brown 


By Paul Waugh 

AND COLIN BROWN 

were working closely to shift the 
focus of the Government. Mr 
Prescott said the controversy 
and media speculation sur- 
rounding the Mandelson affair 
had led them to realise Labour 
should concentrate more on 
“substance" than rhetoric. 

In the interview, understood 
to have been sanctioned by the 
Chancellor. Mr Prescott chal- 
lenges Mr Mandelson's New 
Labour commitment to improve 
productivity through the free 


market “We have decided that 
public expenditure is there to 
uphold the economy in the tra- 
ditional Keynesian way." 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
heaps praise on Geoffrey Robin- 
son, the former paymaster-gen- 
eral for his help in developing 
radical public-private sector 
partnersliips and schemes to 
raise money for public transport 
from road pricing. 

Coming 24 hours after the 
cabinet “enforcer". Jack Cun- 
ningham, told ministers to stop 
the feuding that was damaging 
the Government, Mr Prescott's 


words represent a reassertion 
of his authority as Deputy Prime 
Minister. It is known that he and 
Mr Brown are among several 
Cabinet ministers, including 
Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, 
and David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, 
alarmed by Mr Blair's forging of 
closer links with the Liberal 
Democrats and his desire to re- 
align the centre-left through 
electoral reform. 

News of the new Cabinet 
axis was greeted with glee by 
the Tories, who said it proved 
Mr Blair had lost control of his 


ministers. John Redwood, 
shadow trade and industry sec- 
retary. said the Prescott-Brown 
partnership’s stress on inter- 
ventionism proved that the 
Government had not lost its old 
Labour instincts. 

"The chU war is evidently 
hotting up. They are now in- 
troducing some ideology into 
what so for has just been in- 
tense personal loathing be- 
tween the Chancellor and the 
Prime Minister. Clearly, we are 
seeing old Labour trying to ex- 
ploit the New Labour weakness 
following the resignation of 


Peter Mandelson. It’s quite ex- 
traordinary." 

A senior party source said the 
alliance was an attempt by Mr 
Prescott to help Mr Brown ata 
time when he was under intense 
pressure to fire his spin doctor, 
Charlie Whelan, following the 
Mandelson resignation. 

“This is certainly significant 
Gordon and John are using 
the opportunity of Peter's de- 
parture to say that not every- 
thing he did was on target and 
we need to shift things. A lot of 
the party would agree," the 
source said. 


But a senior Liberal Demo- 
crat said the alliance was a dis- 
traction from the Government’s 
reforming agenda. “Tbny should 
come back from holiday with his 
sun-tan and bang all their heads 
together.” 

Andrew Mackinlay, MP for 
Thurrock and a member of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party’s 
executive, was delighted by 
news of the alliance. “Lots of 
backbenchers will be extremely 
pleased. We were sure that the 
traditional Labour values 
would break out once more 
after a period of suppression." 


He hoped the move would 
herald a wider fightback 
a gains’ , some of the more ag- 
gressive New Labour ideas 
proposed by Millbank appa- 
ratchiks. 

One such idea was abolition 
of activist-dominated generai 
committee meetings of local 
constituency’ parties. “I hope 
this means we can now drop 
such ideas and bring back the 
Labour stalwarts that we were 
losing in droves." 

Prescott interview, page 4 
Ken Livingstone, 
Review, page 4 


Four die in 
failed Yemen 


escue bid 



THREE BRITONS and an Aus- 
tralian died yesterday when 
Yemeni security forces stormed 
a building in which 16 holiday- 
makers were being held hostage 
by Islamic fundamentalists. 

The Yemenis staged the res- 
cue attempt in spite of a British 
- — quest that force should notbe 
.ssecl but officials in Aden said 
they took the military option 
only when the kidnappers 
began killing their prisoners. 

The attack came as the 
bodies of three British telecom- 
munications workers mur- 
dered by their kidnappers in 
Chechnya were flown home. 

Last night two of the freed 
hostages, an American and an 
Aijftralian, were in hospital 
- 'jfcie other 10 survivors were 
being cared for by Ebreign 
Office officials. 

As soon as the survivors are 
fit it is thought they will be 
asked who began shooting first 
Kidnapping is commonplace 
in Yemen, but this is the first 
lime any hostages have been 
killed and the first time the 
military has been involved. 

There was speculation last 
slight in the intelligence com- 
munity that extreme force was 
used because Saleh Haidara al- 
Atwi, an imprisoned cleric 
vX-se release was being de- 
.aided by the kidnappers, had 
links to Osama bin Laden, the 
man accused of orchestrating 
tiie bombing of US embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania in Au- 
gust this year. 

Yemeni sources said the kid- 
nappers. from the Al-Fhdl tribe, 
belonged to Islamic Jihad One 
analyst said supporters of Bin 
Laden had met during the past 
two weeks to identify targets 
after the US bombing of Iraq. 


By Steve Boggan 

The hostages - six British 
women, six British men. two 
American women and two Aus- 
tralian men - were taken on 
Monday when their five-car 
convoy was ambushed by 18 
kidnappers armed with Kalash- 
nikov rifles and bazookas near 
Mawdiyah, 175 miles south of 
the capital Sanaa. 

As negotiations for their re- 
lease were under way yester- 



■The kidnap Chat 
went wrong page 3 

■ Chechnya coffins 

return page 3 

■ Fears grow for 
Angolan hostage 

page 3 

day morning, the Yemenis said 
they knew of their where- 
abouts. At Ham GMT Victor 
Henderson, the British am- 
bassador, met General Hus- 
sein Mohammed Arab, the 
Yemeni Interior Minister, and 
urged him to desist from the 
use of force. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said: “The ambassador made 
it dear to the Yemeni authori- 
ties that no violence should 
take place and that no rescue 
attempt should be made that 


put the hostages'Uvesatrisk." 

But more than 200 soldiers 
were already in place around 
the hostages’ hideout in an 
area known as al-Wadea’a, 250 
miles south of the capital. Ac- 
cording to the Yemenis, the 
kidnappers -were attacked 
when they began shooting the 
hostages. 

An unnamed Yemeni official 
told Reuters news agency: 
"The operation started after 
abductors started killing hos- 
tages They killed two, and 
then our forces stormed them 
to prevent an escalation of 
the situation and the lolling of 
more hostages." Two of the 
kidnappers were killed and four 
taken prisoner. 

Last night the survivors 
were recovering from their 
ordeal in the Movenpick 
Hotel in Aden. David Pearce, 
depufy head of mission at the 
British Embassy, said: ‘They 
are obviously in a state of 
severe shock, and I mean se- 
vere shock." 

The Foreign Office was in a 
state of confusion last night un- 
able to confirm the numbers 
killed or to elaborate on the op- 
eration. Officials said Mr Hen- 
derson was forced to seek a 
second meeting with the Inte- 
rior Minister when news of the 
killings emerged, but they were 
unable to say what he was told. 

Explore Worldwide, the com- 
pany with whom the hostages 
were travelling, said it had fol- 
lowed Foreign Office guide- 
lines "to the letter". It said it 
would suspend all trips to 
Yemen for the time being. 

More than ioo Westerners 
have been kidnapped in Yemen 
since 1992 but almost all have 
been released unharmed. 
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Dean Headley claims one of his six wickets in Melbourne 


Jack Atley/AUsport 


British seabirds living to be 100 years old 


Fulmar: Great survivor 


FORGET THE wise old owl Ev- 
idence is growing that some 
British seabirds may live up to 
100 years, one of Britain’s lead- 
ing bird experts said yesterday. 

Recoveries of ringed birds 
indicate great longevity in 
species such as the fulmar, 
gannet, manx shearwater 
and storm petrel said Chris 
Mead, of the British Trust for 
Ornithology CBTO). 

fUlmars have already been 


by Michael McCarthy 
E nvironment Correspondent 

shown to live to more than 40 
years, and gannets to 36. But be- 
cause of their slow breeding 
rate, some fulmars in old 
colonies, such as St KDda off the 
Scottish coast may have 
chalked up a century. 

There is no proofyet because 
leg-rings strong enough to last 
that long have only been in use 


for SO years. But Mr Mead 
said: “If I had to lay odds, I’d say 
it would be very unlikely there 
wasn't a 100-year-old fulmar, or 
a few of them, in the St Hilda 
colony, and I wouldn’t be at all 
surprised if it was the same for 
the gannet” 

The BTO’s latest five-year 
report on toe recovery of ringed 
birds shows a number of 
longevity records for waders 
and seabirds, including 18 
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Staff shortages force the 

^-HS to send patients to 
private hospitals 
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Saddam goads Allies 
The Iraqi President put 
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The truth about toe 
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Comment P3 


years for the ringed plover, 26 
for the bar-tailed godwit and 33 
for the common tern -all proved 
from recoveries made in 1996. In 
the five years to 1998, storm pe- 
trels have been shown to live to 
at least 32 years, Manx shear- 
waters to 35. gannets to 36 and 
fulmars to nearly 41. 

All are of the pelagic species 
- birds which range far out to 
sea - and an are extremefy slow 
breeders, not laying until they 


David lister Meet the make-under 

Curling up with a good The make-over is over, 
book is not like curling the experts now want to 


are seven or eight years old, 
and then only a single egg. “If 
they did not survive a long 
time, they would die out," Mr 
Mead said. 

*Tm certain that quite a lot 
of fulmars are over 50. About 
8 per cent, or less, die peryear, 
so it is quite likefy, provided 
there is no senility, that in a 
colony of 100,000 birds - as in 
St Hilda - a handful would live 
to be 100.” 
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Nation bowled 
over as Englan 
win at cricket 


THE ASHES may appear to be 
on permanent loan to Aus- 
tralia, but England have at last 
done the decent thing and won 
a Test match. Australia began 
their second innings yester- 
day needing 175 runs for victory 
in the fourth Test but, in a dra- 
matic final session. England 
took eight wickets tor 59 to win 
by 12 runs. The collapse was 
largely instigated by Dean 
Headley who finished with 6-60. 

Judging by the scenes at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, 
awash with legions of flag- 
waving supporters, anyone 
would have thought something 
bigger was afoot but the victory 
will have done wonders for 
England’s flagging morale. 

“Any win is a good win," 
said the captain, Alec Stewart, 
afterwards. "It’s not going to 
beat our win at Headingley 
against South Africa last sum- 
mer, because that won the 
series. The idea now is to win 
in Sydney and square this 
series. It would mean a lot to 
apy team to finish 2-2 to the best 
side in the world." 

Back in his role as opener, 
Stewart scored 107 and 52 but 
it was the pace bowlers who 


By Derek Pringle 
in Melbourne 

stole the glory with a perfor- 
mance of sustained hostility. 

“It was an emotional 
moment," said Headley, whose 
wickets won him the man of the 
match award. “I was getting 
tired, but I kept telling myself, 
if you can get one wicket you 
can get another. In the end 
that’s what happened, but I’m 
just happy that we won." 

Back home, Headley's proud 
parents were celebrating after 
a night spent following their 
son's heroics. His mother. Gail 
speaking from the family home 
in Stouiforidge, West Midlands, 
said she and her husband were 
“elated". 

“I know he really wanted to 
do something good this time. I 
am so glad. He really deserves 
it," Blrs Headley said. “I got up 
at 6.45am and my husband 
Ron, who had had the radio on 
all night said. The lad is doing 
it but it is very tight.’ I couldn’t 
stand it. I was pacing the floor 
crying and I had to keep 
leaving the room, but he did it” 
Extraordinary victory. 
Sport, page 20 
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She says she wants sex and only that 
but might it ruin our friendship? 
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Private sector 


helps NHS to 


meet targets 


STAFF SHORTAGES are causing 
NHS hospitals to divert pa- 
tients to the private sector in 
order to meet government tar- 
gets for cutting waiting lists. 

Although they have the 
money, many NHS hospitals do 
not have the facilities to provide 
the extra wards and operating 
sessions that are needed to 
dear the lists. 

Frank Dobson, The Secre- 
tary of State for Health, said 
yesterday that an extra £3 2m 
would go to health authorities 
as a ‘‘performance bonus" to re- 
ward those that had cut wait- 
ing lists, because figures 
showed that hospital spending 
on private agency nurses had 
doubled in five years. 

A hospital in Coventry would 
use its share of the money to 
provide a second “dean air” 
theatre, si gnifican tly increasing 
the number of orthopaedic 
cases that could be treated 
Redbridge and Waltham Forest 
Health Authority, in London, 
would invest the money in tech - 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 


niques to reduce the use of 
invasive surgery. 

But it emerged that East 
London and the City Health Au- 
thority planned to spend 
£200,000 on surgery at the pri- 
vate London Independent Hos- 
pital, where a room costs 
between £250 and £350 a day. 

A spokeswoman for the 
health authority said: “It is 
very difficult to switch capaci- 
ty on and oft This is the only 
way we can deliver quick treat- 
ment for people on the waiting 
list” 

The £32m performance fund 
- 10 per cent of the £320m allo- 
cated nationally for cutting 
waiting lists this year - was in- 
tended to encourage best prac- 
tice, but it is understood that all 
health authorities will receive 
a share. 

Stephen Thornton, director 
of the NHS Confederation, said 
that the use of private hospitals 


and private agency nurses was 
diverting money from the NHS. 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation joined the attack by call- 
ing on the Government to treat 
patients according to their 
rtiniral need rather than their 
position on a waiting list 

In a discussion paper pub- 
lished yesterday, which draws 
on experience abroad, the BMA 
said that when patients were 
put on surgery waiting lists, 
they should be given a score 
that reflected the severity of 
their condition and how quick- 
ly they needed surgery. There 
ought also to be national guide- 
lines so that patients knew 
they would be given the same 
priority for surgery wherever 
they lived. 

Dr Peter Hawker chairman 
of the BMA's consultants' com- 
mittee, said: “We must move 
away from the present focus 
this government has on total 
numbers waiting for surgery 
and look at the clinical priority 
of those awaiting surgery” 



Yacht race 
death toll 
rises to six 
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by Jake Lynch 

in Sydney 


THE DEATH toll in the Sydney 
to Hobart yacht race rose to six 


Sydney to Hobart race winner ‘Sayonara’ limping into Hobart Harbour yesterday AP 


BRITAIN TODAY 



FORECA5T 


General dtuadon Eastern parts of England and Scotland will be rather dull this 
! winds. The winds will be gale force across 


morning, with patchy rain and strong > 


north-east Scotland. It will brignten slowly, but the wind will ease this afternoon. 

' "andj " 


Wesrem England. Wales, western Scotland and Northern Ireland will also start 
windy with a good deal of cloud. A few sunny breaks will develop, but western 
coasts will see some drizzly rain and showers will break otic elsewhere, heaviest In 
Che north-west. It will be mild everywhere. 


SE England, London, E Anglia, E A NE England: Rather dull, wet and windy 
but quite mild with a brighter weather moving east for the afternoon. A fresh 
southerly wmd. Maximum temp 9-1 1C (48-52F1. 


Channel Is, Cent 5 England. Midlands, Cent N England: Some early ram likely 
but quite mild and turning brighter with scattered showers. A moderate south- 
westerly wind Maximum temp B-l 1C (46-52F). 


SW A NW England, Wales. Lake Dtet, isle of Man: Some coastal drizzle likely. 
Elsewhere will see a mixture of sunny spells and showers. A moderate south- 
westerly wind. Maximum temp 8-1 1C (46-52F). 


N Ireland: Very windy with limited bright spells and some heavy showers. A 
strong soutn -westerly wind Maximum temp 7-9C (45-48F)- 


SHI A NW Scotland, Glasgow. W Isles: Any early rain will dear to leave sunny 
spells and some sharp showers, the showers most frequent In the north A strong 
south-easterly wind, veering south -westerly later. Maximum temp 8- IOC (4b-50F). 


LIGHTING 

UP 

Beirut 

4.06pm 

to 8.46am 

Birmingham 

4.01pm 

Co 8.18am 

Bristol 

4.10pm 

to 8.16am 

Glasgow 

3.5 1 pm 

to 8.48am 

London 

4.00pm 

Co 8.06am 

Manchester 

3.58pm 

Co 8.25am 

Newcastle 

3.46pm 

co 8.31am 

HIGH TIDES 1 


AM HT PM HT 

Avoflmoatti 

4.07 11.7 4.42 12.2 

Cork 

2.34 4. 

3.05 4.2 

Davonpon 

2.39 5.0 3.08 5.1 

Domt 

806 6.2 8.42 6J 

Dun Laogtatm 

9.01 4.0 9.16 4J 

Frimoutti 

2.IO 4.8 2.39 4.9 

Greenock 

9.41 33 tO. 16 3.4 

Harwich 

8.45 3.7 9.34 3.8 

Hotfheed 

7.42 S3 8.00 5.4 

HUH (Albert Dk) 3.06 8. 

3.58 8.1 

HkgsLjiM 

3.10 6. 

4.02 6.0 

Lakh 

- 

12.03 5.3 

Liverpool 

8.27 3.6 8.52 9.0 

NHtford Haven 

3.19 6.2 3.48 6.4 

Nemwmv 

2.17 6.2 2.45 6.5 

Portland 

3.37 1.8 4.01 1 8 

Portsmouth 

8.44 4.6 9.09 4.4 

PwlIheU 

5.24 4.3 5.51 4.5 

Scarborough 

12.58 5.4 1.41 5.4 

Wkfc 

8A2 3.3 B.57 3.4 

Height measured tn metres 


AIR 

QUALITY 1 

Today’s readings 


NO, 

SO, 

London 

Good 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 

SUN 

6 MOON 

Son rises: 08 05 


San secs 16.00 

Moon rises:!4.7S 

Moon sets: 04.32 

n 

Pull moon: 







SE A NE Scotland, Edinburgh. Aberdeen, N Isles: Wet and very windy this 
morning with gales on coasts and hills. It will slowly brighten this afternoon a 
strong to gale force south -easterly wind, veering south-westerly later. Maximum 
temp 6-8C IU3-46R. 


OUTLOOK 

Northern Ireland. Wales and western England and Scotland will have further rain 
tomorrow. It will be cloudy elsewhere with fimiced sunny spells. Raw win spread 
eastward overnight to leave New Veart Day wet with limited sunshine In tne wes 


TRAVEL 


London: A12 Green Man Roundabout, 
Leytonsmne. Major roadworks on now 
Mil Ink road. Until 3lw December 1993. 
Cambridgeshire AID between Fo«on and 
mu. Resurfacing and bridge maintenance 
woik bi Shepreth Mil. Until 149i February, 
Buckinghamshire: M40 between junctor® 
la (M25I & 3 (Wycombe Easli. Three narrow 
lanes both ways and a 50 rrph speed Bm9 in 
kxco. Until 1st January. 

Bristol: MS JlB-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avtvsnouth Bridge. Untf 23rd June 2001 . 
Monmouthshire: A449 between Usk A472 
and M4 J24. Roadworks. Unffl nth January. 


Lancashire: M8 Between J27 Standisti and 
J28 Leytand. Roadworks: contraflow and a 
SOmph meed Irrtt either side of Chamock 
Richard Services. Until 16th February 1999. 
Greater Manchester: A57. Narrow lanes 
Manchester-bound, due to Mefaofnk com 
strudion nork. UnW 28th February. 
Dumfries and GaBomy: A74 between 
Geatock and JT8 Armandate. Major road- 
works. unH 3ist January. 

AA RoadwauJu Call 0336 A0 1777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source TheAutomoWeAssodacwri. Calls 
charged at 50p par min (Inc VAT). 


WEATHERLINE 

For the latest forecasts dul 0891 5009 
followed by the two digits tor yewr area. 
Source Hie Met Office. Cab charged at 
Wp per min (Inc VAT) 
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Wannest: Isles to Scffly 12C f54F) 


Coldest (day):8oltstiope Pari 2C (36F) 
Name 5c Bee’s Head. Cumbria 0.7 1 ins 
Sunlast: Great Yarmouth. Norfolk I.Thrs 

For 24hrs to 2pm Tuesday 
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0 

5 

41 
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7 

45 
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1.8 
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34 
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0 
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6 

43 
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9 

48 
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0.07 

a 

46 
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0.01 

3 

37 
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1.9 

0.16 

8 

46 
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1.4 
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7 

45 
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0.01 

7 

45 
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46 
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6 

43 
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0 
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3 

37 
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48 
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48 

Lowestoft 

2.2 

0.01 

7 
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Manchester 

2.4 

0.01 

5 

-.1 

Margate 

0.7 

0.04 

8 

46 

Morecambe 

1.1 

0.30 

5 

41 

Newcastle 

0.1 

* 

3 

37 

Newquay 

n/a 
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2.1 

0.01 
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Shrewsbury 

2.2 
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•e . 
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4.4 0.0G 10 50 
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2.4 0.01 

24 hours to 6pra (GMT) Monday: 
Information by RA WeacherCentre 


Rain or 


Shine... 


SAN FRANCISCO Bay was 
shrouded in dense fog last 
night, preventing thousands of 
people from flying into air- 
ports in San Francisco. Oak- 
land and San Jose. 

Fbrecasters said the severe 
fog, which spread all the way 
down the coast to Santa Bar- 
bara, would last through today. 

Piles of unclaimed luggage 
are lining the baggage claim 
areas at San Francisco In- 
ternational Airport 



Low U will move rapidly east and deepen. Low T will remain in situ. High A 
will build, whilst remaining stationary 


two bodies of crew members 
from the oldest vessel in the 
race, the Winston Churchill, 
after sAarrhmg for survivors 
round the dock. 

Naval helicopters spotted a 
life-raft with two crew members 
din ging to it Another three 
were swept away as the inflat- 
able disintegrated in winds 
gusting up to 80 knots. 

The boat had completed 17 
Sydney to Hobart races, but her 
skipper Itichard 'Winning, had in- 
stalled a new aluminium mast as 
part of a £100,000 refit which 
pierced the original wooden bull, 
causing the Winston Churchill to 
sink within 10 minutes. 

Mr Winning was among a 
group of four picked up earlier 
from tiie vessel's second Bfe raft 
which, he said, capsized at reg- 
ular intervals in the heavy seas: 
“That was truly frightening. 
One minute there would be four 
of you up there, and the next 
minute you're upside down, and 
one of you has to get under 
water to right the thing with the 
other three sitting inside.'’ 

Of the three men lost from 
Mr Winning's boat, the bodies 
of John Deane and Mick Ban- 
nister were pulled from the 
sea. A third, Jim Lawton was 
declared missing, presumed 
drowned. 

Glyn Charles, the British 
Olympic yachtsman, has also 
been presumed dead after 
being washed overboard from 
his boat Sword of Orion. 

Meanwhile the race leaders 
were limping into port at Ho- 
bart having negotiated the 
worst conditions in the 54-year 
history of the event The win- 
ning skipper, the American 
computer billionaire Larry El- 
lison, said his yacht, Sayonara, 
h ad itself been damaged while 
crossing the Bass Strait which 
separates Tasmania from 
mainland Victoria. 



m 


Ellison: ‘Phenomenal boat 
with phenomenal crew 1 




He had realised that smaller 
vessels, following in Sayonara’s 
wake, were in for a rough time: 
“This was a phenomenal boat 
with a phenomenal crew, total- 
ly prepared for this event 
Weekend yachties out there, it’s 
crazy. They’re in deep, deep, 
deep trouble.” 

Asked ifthey would enter the 
race again, Mr Ellison said: w 
“Not if I live to be a thousand.” 
However one crew member, 
Graeme Freeman, said: “TVe 
said I won’t, but there’s always 
that desire there to do it” 

With calmer conditions yes- 
terday; dozens of yachts were 
continuing the race or making 
their own way back to shore. 

The Solo Globe Challenge was 
declared missing when her 
radio foiled and she remained 
out of contact for 24 hours. A 
naval frigate searching for sur- 0 
vivors found her yesterday 
morning, heading back to Syd- 
ney with an improvised sailing 
rig. One crew member Kier En- 
derby, needed treatment to two 
broken ribs. 

The Sydney Cruising Yacht 
Club, which organises the 
event, announced an inquiry 
under a former commodore, 
Peter Bush. The present com- 
modore, Hugo van Kretschmer 
said there was a need to “tup 
ravel and debrief” and to find 
out why, after more than 50 
years with just two previous fa- 
talities, six people had lost their 
lives. 



mi 


Storm set to cost 
UK insurers £2m 






THE WORLD YESTERDAY 

c.cknxtr. dndnute. Uw. t&.tos- Muri, rr.tury: rnjnKt r.raw. uuimr. rtuhemen. jufeet. sn^nhmr: 



B anb a y 

B ard— 

Boson 



JenBakm 
kh—nihurpii id 64 
Karachi t 26 74 
KMtmiUn 5 20 68 
IBM C 5 41 

lOngstea 5 30 66 
Kuala L ampu f r jp 82 


i tom ume. 

Magee 

m 

•e f 
0 32 

Oeebec 


0 37 

BeyfcJnBi 


? M 

node* 


15 61 

RID dr lw 


31 8K 

RtyaCk 


23 73 

Home 

m 

10 50 

Sm Frae 

m 

s *e 

SMtage 


28 82 

Sen 


* 39 

Seychelles 


29 84 



10 50 

SNgapwv 


24 75 

St Pervert 


3 37 

SndMa 


3 37 



27 81 

Taipei 


22 72 

UMi 


17 63 

■fcoerVe 


23 73 

Myo 

s 

II 32 

Tbrowa 


2 36 

kali 


13 55 

UbnlMa 


■27-17 

Udeach 


13 55 

Umcaawr 


10 50 

1 take 


4 39 

Wane 

m 

-1 30 

*«■ 

t 

5 41 



7 45 


BRITISH insurance compa- 
nies are bracing themselves for 
the highest single pay-out for 
weather-related claims since 
1990 - an estimated £2m - from 
damage caused to property by 
the Christmas storm. 

Mark Bishop, of Comhill In- 
surance, said there will be large 
claims for roof and chimney 
damage, although most of the 
bad weather on Boxing Day had 
hit “waste land”. 

Five people died and thou- 
sands of homes were left with- 
out electricity when liOrnph 
winds lashed the north-west 

Nearly 100,000 homes were 
affected in Scotland Some 5,000 
homes in remote rural areas re- 
mained without power last 
night In the Irish Republic, 
about 25,000 homes were s till 
without power. 

Road and rafl networks were 

also affected. 


By Brendan Montague 


4 


Householders across Britain 
are likely to pay a price for the 
wild conditions. It is estimated 
that insurance claims will now 
total £8Q0m for 1998, just undo* 
a third more than in the previ- - 
ous year This is also due to wfe 
ter storms and two periods of 
severe flooding. 

A spokesperson for the As- 
sociation of British Insurers 
said: "This has been a particu- 
larly bad-weather year as far as 
we are concerned." 

The poor weather is likely to 
continue, affecting New Year 

celebrations, the Met Office - 
said. A spokesperson said: 
don’t think we’ll see winds quite 1 ' 1 
as strong as we saw in Scotland 
and Ireland but the weather re- 
jnaios unsettled." The west is- - 
lifcel y to be affected by strong 
winds and driving rains. 






with huge savings on books 
all year round at amazon.co.uk 
you won’t have to fight 
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Hostages abroad: Yemen abduction linked to bombing of Iraq as remains of four other Britons are brought home 

Bodies of 
Chechnya 
victims 
returned 
to families 




h. t? 



The road where the convoy of Westerners was seized by 18 heavily armed extremists; other tribesmen who have recently taken hostages in Yemen have been ‘hospitable’ 


Charles Aithie 


Death in land of ‘safe’ kidnaps 


UNTIL YESTERDAY, being kid- 
napped in \femen was regarded 
as a relatively safe - and some 
have claimed “enjoyable" - way 
to pass the time. The deaths of 
up to five of the hostages taken 
on Monday will change that per- 
ception forever. 

Since 1992. more than 100 
£ westerners have been kid- 
napped but none until this week 
has been killed. Usually they 
are treated well and released 
after the Yemeni government 
makes promises of roads or 
schools or clinics for the kid- 
nappers’ communities. 

On Monday, however; when 
18 tribesmen held up a convoy 
with Kalashnikovs and bazoo- 
kas. there was no public-spiritr 
ed motive. The kidnappers were 
extremists who, according to 
•►Yemeni officials, demanded the 
elease of two Islamic clerics ar- 
rested two weeks earlier in a 
crackdown on the vigilante en- 
forcement of strict Islamic rules 
in southern Yemen. 

One has not been named but 
the other is thought to be Saleh 
Haidara aJ-Atwi who is under- 
stood to command the support 
of other fundamentalist tribes- 
men in. the region and is an ad- 
mirer of Osama bin Laden, the 
blamed by the United 
raises for the bombing of its em- 
bassies in Kenya and Sudan last 
August. 

According to Stuart Poole- 
Robb, chief executive of Mer- 
chant International Group 


BY STEVE BOGGAN 

(MIGt, which advises multi- 
national companies on security, 
alarm bells have been ringing 
over reports that supporters of 
Mr bin Laden met in Syria fol- 
lowing the British and Ameri- 
can bombing of Iraq. 

“The fundamentalists are 
furious over the bombing of Iraq 
and a backlash is expected," be 
said. “The feeling in the intel- 
ligence community is that Bin 
Laden’s supporters met to 
identify soft targets for attack. 
As well as places like Yemen, we 
can expect problems next year 
in Morocco, Egypt, Libya and 
elsewhere." 

According to the Yemeni au- 
thorities, when the hostages' 
convoy of five vehicles was sur- 
rounded by the kidnappers 
there was an exchange of fire 



THE YEMEN: FACTS AND FIGURES 


The travel firm’s brochure 

but no one was injured. How- 
ever Mr Poole -Robb's sources 
in Yemen say a number of po- 
lice had been hit by gunfire. The 
holidaymakers were on a tour 
organised by Explore World- 
wide. 


Population: 1 6 million 
No. of firearms: 50 million 
Capital: Sanaa. Aden 
declared economic capital 
when North and South 
Yemen merged in 1 990. 
Area: 536.869 sq km; 
bordered by Saudi Arabia. 
Oman, the Red Sea and the 
Indian Ocean. 

Armed Forces: 42,000. with 
reserves of 40,000. The 
army has 37,000 men, the 
navy 1 ,500 and the air force 
3,500. 

“As a result, there was a cer- 
tain desire for revenge,” he 
said. “That, coupled with the fun- 
damentalist element resulted in 
a tinderbox atmosphere waiting 
to ignite. The ambassador asked 
the Interior Minister not to use 


Economy: One of the poor- 
est Arab nations: per capita 
GDP of $280 a year. Unem- 
ployment about 35 per cent. 
A small oil producer. Yemen 
pumps about 390,000 bar- 
rels a day. Up co 30 foreign 
oil companies operate in its 
main oil Fields. Tourism 
generated $100m in 1997. 
Politics: Turkey withdrew 
from North Yemen in 1918, 
and Britain from South 
Yemen in 1967. More than 
100 kidnappings since 1992. 

force, but the "Yemenis went in 
in a gung-ho fashion. That was 
a mistake, as the deaths of the 
Britons testify." The Yemenis in- 
sisted the kidnappers began 
killing hostages before the res- 
cue attempt 


The Foreign Office said that 
yesterday morning Victor Hen- 
derson. the British ambas- 
sador met the Interior Minister, 
General Hussein Mohammed 
Arab and made clear that 
Britain wanted to see no mili- 
tary intervention. 

“The ambassador especially 
made it dear that no violence 
should take place and that the 
safety of the hostages was para- 
mount" said the spokesman. 
“He made it dear that no res- 
cue attempt should be made 
that put the hostages' lives at 
risk. We would regard that as 
a very specific request” 

However, Mr Henderson was 
forced to seek a second meet- 
ing with the minister when 
news of the rescue attempt 
was broken by Reuters news 
agency; It is not known how 
much detail of the attack was 


Fears grow for Briton missing in Angola 


THERE ARE growing fears for 
the British hostage Jason Pope, 
who was kidnapped in an attack 
on the Angolan diamond mine 
where he worked. There has 
been no contact with any group 
claiming to hold him, and the 
Foreign Office said it had no 
news of his fate. 

The Unita rebel movement 
admitted responsibility for the 
attack seven weeks ago in 


By Nicholas Schoon 

which eight men died, but has 
denied taking hostages. The 
Foreign Office is advising 
Britons not to travel to Angola 
unless absolutely necessary. 
“It is worrying,” a spokesman 
said. “No group Has claimed re- 
sponsibility.’' Ten employees 
of the Canadian Diamond 
Works company have been 


missing since the attack on 
Yfetwene mine on 8 November. 

Those captured were re- 
ported to have been marched 
into the bush. Mr Pope, a geol- 
ogist aged 24 from Teignmouth, 
Devon, had worked at an 
Australian gold mine before 
moving to Angola. 

His parents, Alan and 
Genevra, have criticised the 
Foreign Office for revealing 


the role of the military consul- 
tant Tim Spicer, head of the 
company at the centre of 
the arms-to- Africa affair, in 
attempts to trace their son. 

Mr Spicer, the director of 
San dime International, had 
been nominated by Diamond 
Works to represent the com- 
pany in discussions with the 
Foreign Office. 

His firm was embroiled in 


controversy over its role in ex- 
porting arms to Sierra Leone in 
defiance of a United Nations 
embargo, helping to restore a 
government which had been 
ousted in a coup. 

His role in the Diamond 
Works kidnapping came to light 
when the Foreign Office’s top 
civil servant. Sir John Kern 
gave evidence to a parliamen- 
tary select committee. 


passed on to the ambassador 

It is possible the Yemeni au- 
thorities felt the need for deci- 
sive action because of the 
increasing number of such in- 
cidents. Three weeks ago other 
tribesmen kidnapped four Ger- 
man tourists. Yemeni news- 
papers said the abductors 
demanded a ransom of £400,000, 
luxury cars, houses and state 
jobs for senior tribal members. 
On Boring Day other tribesmen 
blew up Yemen's main oil 
pipeline, which carries 150,000 
barrels per day. 

They are angry at levels of 
poverty in an oil-rich country 
and they have enough 
weaponry to cause chaos. Illicit 
guns are openly carried in 
Yemen. Estimates put the num- 
ber of firearms at nearly 50 mil- 
lion -more than three times the 
population of 16 million. 

The violent outcome is in 
contrast to other incidents 
where hostages were treated 
well Last April, David Mitchell, 
a British Council worker in 
Aden, was kidnapped with his 
wife, Carolyn, and their son, 
Ben. They were released un- 
harmed after 17 days and said 
they were treated welL 

Giorgio Bonanomi, a 49-year- 
old Italian tourist who was kid- 
napped last year, said he 
eqjoyed his five days as a pris- 
oner enormously. 

From now on, however no 
one is likely to treat \femeni kid- 
napping with such levity. 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

three WEEKS after the sev- 
ered heads of the four kid- 
napped telecommunications 
workers were found by a road 
in Chechnya, their families 
were finally able to collect their 
bodies yesterday. 

The remains of the men, 
whose bodies were found on 
Christmas Day. were flown to 
Gatwick from Baku, in Azer- 
baijan. But although the rela- 
tives of Darren Hickey, Rudolf 
Petschi, Peter Kennedy and 
the New Zealander Stanley 
Shaw were relieved they bad 
been brought home, they still 
face an agonising wait until 
the funerals. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said the bodies would have to 
be formally identified and in- 
quests opened before their 
relatives can bury them. 

Mr Hickey's father Eamonn, 
said: “It is a relief to have the 
feeling that they are finally 
coming home. We are stili dev- 
astated but at least there will be 
a funeral after all." 

The men were kidnapped in 
the Chechen capital. Grozny, in 
October while working in the 
separatist Soviet republic. 
They had been working for 
Granger Telecom, of Surrey, on 
a contract to instal telephone 
systems in Chechnya. 

At the time of the kidnap- 
ping, Granger and British 
Telecommunications, which 
was employing Mr Kennedy de- 
fended the decision to work in 
Chechnya, a territory the For- 
eign Office “strongly advises 
against" travelling to. The chief 
executive of Granger, Raymond 
Verth. said it was a “risk worth 
taking" for a deal worth a 
reported £i90m. 

The men's heads were found 
on 8 December after a bungled 
rescue attempt by the author- 
ities but the kidnappers re- 
fused to hand over the rest of 
the remains. They were ap- 
parently demanding money 
and immunity from prosecution 
before they would release the 
bodies. 

Foreign Office officials were 
also at the airport to meet the 
bodies yesterday, although no 
embassy staff had travelled on 
the plane. 

A spokesman said the fami- 
lies could plan the funerals but 
it was not known when they will 
take place. 

“The bodies are not in the 
families’ possession because 
there are a number of formal 
procedures to go through but 
they can make arrangements 
for the funerals." 


AN EXTRA 10% OFF SAFE PRICES 
MUST END SATURDAY 
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PLUS FREE FULLY 
INTEGRATED DISHWASHER! 

worth £619 

WHEN lOU SPEND OVER £3,500 

OR FREE AMERICAN 
FRIDGE FREEZER" 

worth £899 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £6,500 


Fantastic savings on the entire Magnet range 

oft ire hen and bedroom cabinet*, and ihar> nut all. We'll 
also give you .1 service that's second to none. Plus, 
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system on most kitchens and a wide range of worktops 
including solid gr.mitc and co rutn^ Add ro this sonic 
gre.it deals on and Whirlpool appliances 

and you‘d h.ne to agree that no one else offers as much. 
But then no one else offers kitchens thai arc designed 
for living, built fur life. Your life. 

CALL 0800 192 I 92 
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Prescott bins 


the spin for 


real policies 


THERE WAS a crisis in the 
Prescott camp this week. The 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
former Cunard steward was en- 
tertaining some oEhis old ship- 
mates at his grace and favour 
flat in Admiralty House when 
his cooker broke. 

Compared to catering for 13 
people with no power, dealing 
with Peter Mandelson's resig- 
nation was plain sailing for the 
former merchant seaman. 

John Prescott made it clear 
in interviews last week that he 
would not be rushing to wel- 
come back Mr Mandelson to the 
Cabinet He had even referred 
to the row between Mr Man- 
delson and GordM Brown as the 
“cancer at the heart of it ah", in 
remarks which were wrongly as- 
sumed to refer to Charlie Whe- 
lan, the Chancellor’s spin doctor 

Far from attacking the 
Brown camp. Mr Prescott has 
been busy this week- while Mr 
Blair is on holiday- consolidat- 
ing an alliance with the Chan- 
cellor that could fill the vacuum 
left by Mr Mandelson at die 
heart of the Blair government 

Mr Prescott told The Inde- 
pendent that he wanted to steer 
the Government away from spin 


By colin brown 
C hief Political Correspondent 


and back to the (telivery of poli- 
ties. “We need to get away from 
rhetoric and back onto the sub- 
stance ofgovemment” be said. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
is intent on a new style of in- 
terventionism, which chal- 
lenges the free-market tone erf 
the competition White Paper 
published by Mr Mandelson 
weeks before his resignation. 

“There is still an argument 
for industrial reorganisation. I 
still think there is a role for in- 
tervention -it's not like the 60s 
and 70s ... Now we are active 
participants” 

The alliance between Mr 
Brown and Mr Prescott wfll sur- 
prise many who believed they 
had a long-running feud as bit- 
ter as that between the Brown 
and Mandelson camps. 

With the Chancellor, Mr 
Prescott is seeking a “cadre” of 
business expertise to put to- 
gether more private finance for 
public sector schemes. Some 
may be startled by his support 
for big business, but he heaped 
jaaise on Geoffrey Robinson, the 
ex -paymaster-general also 


forced to resign over his £373,000 
loan to Mr Mandelson, for act- 
ing as the “nudwife” bringing in 
private finance to public trans- 
port schemes. 

The Chancellor and die 
Deputy Prime Minister could 
be accused of trying to turn 
back the dock to old Labour 
polities while the Blairites are 
off-guard over the resignation 

of Mr Mandelson, one of the key 
architects of New Labour. 

But Mr Prescott rejected the 
notion, and insisted that Mr 
Mandelsan’s departure was not 
as significant as it had been 
claimed in the press. “I don’t 

think thaton ? jpfih ririuat has that 

kind of influence," he said. 

Referring to Mr Blair's de- 
tennbaflion to cany od with the 
New Labour project Mr 
Prescott made it dear he re- 
gards the “project” as Labour’s 
manife sto programme. 

“The project is to do what we 
said we would do when we 
came into office, which is to 
have a feirer Britain and a bet- 
ter Britain, r don't think any gov- 
ernment has done more thaw 
we have done in 18 months." 

In opposition, there was al- 
most open warfare between 



John Prescott: *We need to get away from rhetoric and back on to the substance of government* 


David Rose 


Mr Prescott and the Brown 
camp as he tried to challenge 
for control of economic strate- 
gy. Mr Prescott decided in the 
run-up to the General Election 
that there was more to be 
gained from an alliance. 

“There is a myth that Gor- 
don and I don't get on. There 
was the eartydays in opposition 
where of course we were in con- 
flict and there was a speech in 


which I said he was trying to 
dominate everything. That was 
s*x»n as an attack. SSwee then ... 
many of the things I am trying 
to do couldn't have been done 
without Gordon - and not nec- 
essarily with the agreement of 
the Treasury.” 

Treasury officials “bitterly 
resisted” the deal in which Mr 
Prescott will be allowed to ear- 
mark money raised from tolls 
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a wide range of digital 
pay as you go mobile phones 



Nokia nk402 


r EFR technology enables even 
clearer speech quality 

i unique Navi™ key to guide 
you to the menu you want 



New Lower Price 



Motorola mr201 


one touch access to 
Answer Phone 

Answer Phone 
message alert 


£69.99 



New Lower Price 



Philips ph301 


i supports Caller id - shows 
name and number calling 
i unique ‘Hot Keys’ feature, 
enables one touch dialling 


£69.99 



Motorola c520 


■ EFR technology enables 
even dearer speech quality 

■ quick access menu 


£99.99 


no yearly contract, 
no credit check 

no bills, no line rental 
Just Talk top up 
vouchers from as 
little as £5 


national calls cost as little 
as 25p per minute 

includes 10 minutes of 
free calls 


Vouchers cost from £5 to £50 and are 
valid for up to 3 months. 

All prices shown are R.R.P inc. VAT. 

Please check with your nearest Orange 
stockist for their current range of 
handsets. 


Just Talk is available from: Argos. Carphone Warehouse. Comet, 
Currys, Dixons, DX Communications, Halfords, JWE Fone Shop, 

The Link, Maplin Electronics. MoCo, The Phone People, Pinnacle. 

The Pocket Phone Shop, Flymans, Staples, Tandy, Tempo and Uplands 
or for your nearest Orange stockist call 0800 80 t 0 80 
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or (*prig»»g tinn charging on mo- 
torists for enhanced public 
transport, hi spile of scepticism, 
Mr Prescott insisted the money 
raised from motorists would©) 
on public transport, because he 
has to vet the schemes. 

“That was between Gordon 
and L These are radical 
chang es m thpp nhlir finances 

Brown is a radical guy in these 
areas,” Mr Prescott said. “Our 


r elationship is excellent and has 
been for quite a while. There is 
less tension between us be- 
cause its quite dear 1 need to 
get some of the changes in the 
financial rules to be able to de- 
liver - and it helps Gordon on 
ttie public finances by avoiding 
more public borrowing.” 

That deal has turned Mr 
Prescotfs massive department 
of Environment, Transport and 


the Regions into Whitehall's first 
tax raising ministry apart from 
the Treasury. “Because of its size 
and breadth ... it’s becoming a 
very important economic de- 
partment which is not realised 
by people," Mr Prescott said. “Wa 
are a massive deliverer, partie- 
ulariywhen we have derided that 
pubfic expenditure is there to up- 
hold the economy in the tradi- 
tional Keynesian way.” 


MPs watchdog turns 
sights on ministers 


PARUAMENTSanti-deazecom- 
mtaaonerhas revealed that die 
could take on new powers to po- 
lice ministers in the aftermath 
of the Mandelson affair 

Elizabeth FQkin, tbe-Foriia- 1 
mentary Commissioner for 
Standards, suggestedyesterday 
that ministers should come 
under the same scrutiny mech- 
anism as backbench MPs. 

Ms Fokin’s remarks are the 
dearest sign yet that the whole 
system of policing ministerial 
misconduct is set for reform in 
the light of Peter Mandelson’s 
undeclared £373,000 loan from 
the former paymaster-general, 
Geoffrey Robinson. 

At present, the commission- 
er can csily launch inquiries mto 
MPs who fail to detail gifts and 
directorships in the register of 
members’ interests. The power 
to investigate breaches by min- 
isters is held by the Prime Mm- 
ister and the Cabinet Secretary. 


B? Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


Ibny Blair is under pres- 
sure from MPs on all tides to 
change the system. Manywant 
the UK to follow the lead of the 
United States and several Eu- 
ropean countries where gov- 
ernments are not allowed to 
carry out investigations into 
their own members. 

Ms FQkin told BBC Radio 4’s 
World At One that she believed 
the Neill Committee on Stan- 
dards in Public Life was right to 
examine the regulation of min- 
isters. “It may be that it would 
be a better arrangement to have 
investigations - when they are 
needed - to cover both MPs and 
what they do in relation to the 
House of Commons aod indeed, 
what they do if they happen to 

be in ministerial positions " 

Ms Fffldtfs remarks were 
welcomed by leading members 


of the Commons Standards and 
Privileges Committee, who also 
called for independent scruti- 
ny of ministers. 

Dale Campbell Savours, MP 
for Workington and a member 
of the committee, said that the 
proposal was “the only way 
forward”. He added: “We just 
canT have prime ministers put 
in the position where they are 
asking questions about the pri- 
vate lives and affairs of fellow 
ministers. It can only be done 
by an independent body an- 
swerable to Parliament-" 

Rhodri Morgan, chairman of 
the Commons Public Adminis- 
tration Committee, agreed that 
extending the watchdog's remit 


would end the current “farce^ 


Ms Fllkin’s predecessor, __ 
Gordon Downey, has described 
the omission of powers to reg- 
ulate ministers as a k g^) n in 1 ^ 
remit. The Neill Committee will 
examine the issue next year. 
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Woodward lawyer accuses brother 


& BY DAVID USBORNE AND 
ESTHER LEACH 
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MORE THAN a year after a 
Massachusetts jury convicted 
the British au pair, Louise 
Woodward, of murdering 
Matthew Eappen, the baby in 
her care, one of her defence 
lawyers has suggested that the 
head injury that caused the 
child's death might have been 
inflicted by his elder brother. 

In a startling interview with 
Lawyers Weekly . Harvev Sil- 
verglate conceded that Wood- 
ward’s defence team made a 
mistake by not trying to impli- 
cate somebody else in the crime. 

"In retrospect we would 
have tried it differently," he 
said. He also revealed that while 
they maintained a calm de- 
meanour in public. Woodward's 
parents were “hysterical" about 
their daughter's plight 

Specifically, Mr Silverglate, 
who led Woodward's defence 
with his law firm partner, told 
the American legal journal that 
they bad “some stuff" that 
would have called into question 
the conduct of other members 
of the Eappen family, including 
the brother, Brendan. 

“Ife didn't cast any asper- 
sions, any blemishes' on the 
Eappens. That was our plan. Vfe 
had loads of witnesses pre- 
pared to do if Mr Silverglate 



Harvey Silverglate: 
Brendan is a ‘wild child* 


said. “1 can tell you that we had 
some stuff, and I'm not going to 
tell you what it was . .. 

He adde± “The issue of 
whether the older brother is 
well-behaved or not: well, that's 
relevant" 

Mr Silverglate made the 
comments alter being named 
one of the top 10 lawyers in 
Massachusetts by Lawyers 
Weekly. They are doubly con- 
troversial because they come 
on the eve of the dvS trial in the 
case, which is scheduled to 
begin in Boston next week. 

It could result in Woodward, 
on the basis of her manslaugh- 
ter conviction, being ordered to 
pay tens of millions of dollars in 
damages to the Eappens. 

Last night, Steve Collins, a 
Woodward family friend, said 


Heads seek 
term-time 
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s holiday ban 
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HEAD TEACHERS today called 
for a change in the law to stop 
parents taking their children on 
holiday during term time, 
which is happening more often. 

The National Association of 
Head Teachers said rising di- 
vorce rates meant children 
often took two holidays, one 
with each parent. It also 
blamed work pressures, which 
meant parents took holidays at 
employers' convenience, and an 
increase in the number of fam- 
ilies taking two holidays a year 
In addition, some ethnic mi- 
nority families visited Pakistan, 
India or the Caribbean in No- 
vember and December or be- 
tween January and March. 

David Hart, the association's 
general secretary, said: “The 
law permits pupils 10 days’ au- 
thorised absence per school 
year but parents are increas- 
ingly taking advantage by 
'treating this as a right 

“It iswrong that parents can- 
not or will not find time far hol- 
idays within the existing 
14-week 'envelope'. The travel 
industry’s promotion of cheap 
family holidays in term time is 
a major contributory factor 
"The law is out of date and 
totally at odds with the Gov- 
ernment's drive to raise stan- 
dards." He added that parents 


By Judith Judd 
E ducation Editor 


were increasingly ignoring 
schools' requests not to take 
their children on holiday during 
term, meaning children might 
miss national curriculum tests 
and fall behind with vital work. 
One secondary school had 
recorded more than LOOO days 
lost to holidays last year. 

The Department for Educa- 
tion and Employment is hold- 
ing talks with the travel 
industry about the problem. 

A spokeswoman for the As- 
sociation of British Travel 
Agents said: “Tour operators 
are not actively promoting 
cheap family holidays in term 
time. They are simply in hie 
brochures at different prices. 

“It is a question of supply and 
demand; the six weeks of the 
summer holiday tend to be 
when most people want to go.” 

Margaret Morrissey, press 
officer for the National Con- 
federation of Parent Tteacher , 
Associations, said the Govern- j 
ment attitude was contradic- 
tory. It allowed parents to 
take children out of school 
for two weeks a year, but 
then penalised schools by in- 
cluding these absences in the 
league tables. 


^Christmas sales 
soar on Internet 


INTERNET COMMERCE, Still 
in its infancy in Britain, is 
exploding in America. Sales of 
goods over the Internet this 
Christmas were three to four 
times up on last year, according 
to preliminary figures. 

The Boston Consulting 
Group iBCG) and Shop.org, the 
electronic retailers' industry 
group, estimated that revenue 
for the holiday season grew 230 
.g'.uer cent, with the average 
^amount spent rising to $55. The 
Interpublic Group of Compa- 
nies, an advertising group, es- 
timated that online Christmas 
saleswould reach $5bn, four 
times higher than in 1997. 

While this is still a Unyper- 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


centage of all shopping, it 
marks something of a mile- 
stone, according to firms that 
monitor online shopping 
“This holiday season marks 
the year that online retailing 
moved from an interesting con- 
sumer experiment to an 
accepted retail alternative,” 
said BCG’s vice-president 
David Pecaut “The 24 hour-a- 
day access to Internet stores, 
no crowds and the convenience 
of shaping gifts directly to fam- 
ily and friends have struck a 
chord with a rapidly growing 
segment of wired consumers.” 


IN BRIEF 


Bomb attack on Catholic family 

LOYALISTS WERE being blamed yesterday for a bomb at- 
tack on a Catholic family in Armagh on Monday nigfat. A 
blast bomb shattered the window of Kay 0 Connoris home 
.showering her with glass. She and her three children, 
who were in bed, were unharmed. 

50,000 free nursery places 

AN EXTRA 50,000 free nursery places for three-yearelds 
be available next year, the Government announced 
yesterday. It Is committed to double ^ proportion of 
three-year-olds with nursery places by 2002. 

Huge leap in rail fares 

first-dass return, which nses 235 per cent 


neither Louise or her parents 
would comment But he added 
“It was a lawyer’s comment in 
a lawyers' magazine meant 
purely for the professionals. It 
was an argument at the back of 
our minds at the time of the 
criminal case, but I believe that 
Louise's lawyers played it right 

“They were sensitive to how 
a jury might react to big 
lawyers blaming a young baby 
for the death of his brother. 
Maybe they could have placed 
the idea in the minds of the jury, 
but they decided to defend 
Louise rather than to attack the 
Eappen family, which I think 
was the right thing to do." 

The latest revelation could 
encourage Woodward's lawyers 
to stage a more vigorous de- 
fence at the civil trial and use 
it, effectively to retry the entire 
case and attempt once more to 
prove her innocence. 

Frederic Ellis, who will rep- 
resent the Eappens in that 
trial, called the remarks "totally 
improper”. He said: “The Eap- 
pen family has suffered enough. 
They certainly don’t need these 
aspersions cast on them.” 

Wendy Murphy, a former 


public prosecutor in Massa- 
chusetts also lashed out at Mr 
Silverglate. “He should be 
named top -10 scumbag of the 
year. It's one thing to point the 
finger at an innorent person as 
a matter of strategy during a 
trial but to do something so 
cruel after the fact is absolutely 
outrageous.” 

While there were rumours 
during the trial that Wood- 
ward's lawyers were ready to 
shift the blame on Brendan, 
who was two at the time, they 
demurred for fear of antago- 
nising the jury. They relied on 
their central contention that 
Matthew died not from a violent 
shaking but from a minor, 
three-week-old injury that left 
a blood clot which eventually 
exploded catastrophically in- 
side his skull. 

Mr Silverglate refused to 
clarify yesterday what evidence 
he might have presented to im- 
plicate Brendan. He simply told 
Lawyers Weekly. “We possibly 
made a mistake not bringing out 
that foe parents were imperfect 
that the older brother was im- 
perfect The older brother in fact 
was quite a wild kid.” 



Sunil Eappen, 
One of Louise 


aby Matthew on his back, and his wife Deborah, holding Matthew’s brother Brendan, 
’s defence team has suggested that Brendan may have caused Matthew’s death 
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Bargain CDs from around £2 

Top stars and superb recordings at big discounts due to bulk purchasing. 

No club & no commitment. No quibble money back guarantee. From the U.Ivs leading supplier oi bargain 



Classical CDs 

BAL1H Classics TCHAIKOVSKI Swan Lake. Nutcracker. 
Sleeping Beauty Hts: PROKOFIEV Romeo & Juliet: 

DEUBES Coppelia; GLAZUNOV Autumn. Inc. RPO/ Weldon 
(EMI) SP004 £3.99 


8 CDs For 
£25! 

BEETHOVEN Compete 
String Quartets 8C0s 
Medld String Qt 
(Nimbus) C255 £25 

"Their playing Is 
refreshingly 
ungl amorous and 
yet thoroughly pol- 
ished." 

Penguin Guide *•* Rating 


ka 


BERUOZ Complete Orchestral 
Works 6 CDs Symphonie 
Fantastique: Symphonie 
Funebre Et Triomphale; 
Harold En Ttalie; 
Damnation De Faust 
Romeo & Juliette: Lello; 
Reverie Et Caprice; Ovts. 
LSO/ Davte^Phiilips^ 

“_the playing has fire 
& brilliance." 


BERLIOZ 


COMPLETE ORCHESTRAL WORKS 

SAUTUCHE ORCHIS TERWEKKE 
L ' (E U v R E rOUA ORCHESTRE 




Great PIANISTS 20th Century 
2CDs 68 Selections from the 
definitive collection of the 
first multi-label partnership 
in history. Incs Argerlch. 
Ashkenazy. Barenboim, 
BrcndeL Clibum.Gllels, 
Gould, Horowitz. Kemp IT, 

Kiss In. Kovacevich. Ogdon. 
Previn. Rachmaninov. 
Rubinstein. Uchida (Fh) 
many PG ratings 

N669 S4.9f 


a K E|A T 

PIANISTS 

or the 20 * CBnvtcr- 

Sefection* (^11 
from RJ 
tfradefautive 

dofcctwn 
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Winter's Evening CLASSICS PROKOFIEV Troika; HANDEL 
Pastoral Symph: GLAZUNOV Snow Walts DVORAK Largo: 
DELIUS Sleigh Ride: MAHLER Symph 5/ Adagletto; WALD- 
TEUFEL Skaters Waltz. LPO/ Mackerras (EM11 

___ SP053 £299 

ELSAR Symphony 3 (Sketches) Elaborated By Anthony Payne. 
BBC SO/ Davis (NMC| B9Q7 £10.99 

EMI CLASSICS Collection Queen Of Sheba: Morning: 
Meditation; Sugar Plum Fairy; Pavane; Bailero; Pie Jesu; 
Champagne Polka. Call as. Menuhin. Marring^MI) ^ 

Kathleen FEER1ER Recital Schubert. Puree 0. Gluck, Brahms. 
Stanford. H andel. Monteverdi (Laser light) A928 £ 3.99 

W Kirsten FLAGSTAD Song Recflal 

mw y WAGNER Wesendonck 

Songs BEETHOVEN 

WgL \ I Mankind Should Hope; R 

,^’vf STRAUSS At Sunset SIND- 

Mfcfeji jjyj |L^ ING 3 Songs. Flagstad 

soprano. Alme piano. Oslo 
JlSySffiiy J PO/ Fjeldstad^Acanta) 


HANDEL Royal Fireworks Water Music Suites 2A Zadok The 
Priest Queen Of Sheba: Largo: Messiah hts. Tear tenor. 
ASMF/ Marrlner. LSO/ Mackerras (EMI) LS477 £3.99 

HOLST The Planets JANACEK Sinfbnietta. PO/ Rattle (EMI) 
Penguin Guide **(*) Rating “.beautiful, dear & translu- 
cent" LS357 £3.99 

Introduction To The HORN MOZART Horn Cone 4: SCHU- 
MANN Adagio & Allegro; MAHLER Symph 5/ Scherzo: BRIT- 
TEN Serenade; POULENC Elegie. Adagio (EMg^ £ 


Lucia POPP Lieder Brahms fit 
Mahler 21 Lieder. Popp 
soprano. Parsons piano 
(Acanta) 


Ueder 

£ *}. QustavM^rier 

K^eJctamesBrahms 
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Popp 


Yehudi MENUHIN Favourites CHAUSSON Poem: BRUCH. 
MENDELSSOHN Violin Cones Hts: WEENLAWSKI Legende; 
April In Paris; Tea Fbr Two: Nightingale Sang. With 
Stephane Grappelli & various ores (EMI) LS481 £ 3.99 


PROMS Favourites ARNOLD 4 Scottish Dances; ELGAR Cello 
Conc/Adagio. Nimrod; BEETHOVEN Plano Cone 4/ Rondo; 
BARRY Jerusalem. GESUALDO Tres Sacrae Cantiones. 
Grimethorpe Colliery/ Howarth: Baillie cello, BBC PO/ 
Downes: ECO/ Mackenas (Conifer) LS923 £ 1.99 




am ififal 

m BEETHOVEN h 

H~?'\ Complete 'ip 

pli String Quartet* -MUSi 
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6 CDs £19.95 

RACHMANINOV 
Symphonies 1-3 6 CDs Plano 
Concertos 1-4: Vocalise; 

Isle Of The Dead; 

Rhapsody Theme Of 
Paganini; Variations 
Theme Of Corelli; Piano 
Sonata 2; 4 Etudes- 
tableaux Lin piano. 

Wales BBC NO/ Otaka 
(Nimbus) C583 £19.95 

“-.truly elegiac & pen- 
sive mood—" Gramophone 


RACHMANINOV Vespers Prague Chamber Choir/ Pandk 
(Discover) A033 £4.99 



Magda OUVRO Arias Puccini; Boito; Cflea: Verdi; 
Charpentlen Mascagni (Grandl Voci) DL904 £ 299 

5impfy The Best OPERA CHORUSES 2CO^ Trovatare, Fbrce Of 
Destiny, Nabucco. Don. Carlo, T^aviata, I Lombardi, Macbeth. 
Alda. FldeHo. Der Frdscbutz, Lohengrin. Parsifal. Flying 
Du tchman. Magic Flute. Madame Butterfly; I Puritanl, 
William TUI. CavaHeria GardeflL Haitink, Kara-] an. Kempe. 
Muti (Dlsk y) EMI recordings N213 • £5.99 

Renata TEBALDI Arias Rossini: Mascagni; Cilea; Catalanl; 
Reflcc Puccini; Verdi (Grandl Vod) - DL905 £ 299 

VERDI BTrovHtore 2CDs Cte. Bontsolli; Kabatvanska; Cortez; 
Zancanaro. Berlin Staatsoper Ch & Orth/ Bartolettl 
(Acanta) synopsis F287 £ 5.99 


Urt face The Music & 


Irving " - 

— .. . Kiin: Alwav 


ft* 1 " 


Deanna ^ 

E073 **» 


SIR SIMON RATTLE 


Penguin Guide* ••Rating TSir Colin Davis I 

BERNSTEIN Chichester Psalms RUTTER Gloria; POULENC 
Quatre Petites Prleres. Clare Coll Choir Camb. Wallace 
Collection /Brown. Best (Channel Classics) N191 £ 1.99 

Owon BRANNIGAN Life In Song HandeL Purcell Britten. 
Stainer, Gilbert & Sullivan. Plus some of Brannigan’s 
favourite Tyneside songs (Belart) V955 £4.99 


JULIAN BREAM 


Julian BREAM Baroque Guitar 
SANZ; BACH; SOR; WEISS; 

De VISEE (RCA) 

H704 £4.99 

Penguin Guide ** ‘Rating 


BRUCH & DVORAK Violin 

Concertos Tasmin Little violin. RLP/ Handley (EMI) Penguin 
Guide*** Rating E740 £5.99 

Stuart BURROWS Songs Of Love & Sentiment Love I Could Only 
Ttell Thee: The Lost Chord: HI Sing Thee Songs Of Araby: 
Macushla: HI Walk Beside You. Constable piano (Bel art) 
Penguin Guide Rating N229 £4.99 


CELLO Favourites BEETHOVEN 7 Vtions: 
DVORAK Rondo; DE FALLA Dance Of 
Terror: BRUCH Kol NidreU SAINT- 
SAENS The Swan: RIMSKI- KORSAKOV 
Flight Of The Bumble Bee. Schmidt 
cello. Cole piano (Hmk) G053 £ 299 

Introduction To The CELLO BACH Cello 
Suite l: HAYDN. DVORAK. ELGAR Cello 
Cones hts; BEETHOVEN 7 Vtions: 
TCHAIKOVSKI Vtions Rococo Theme; 
SAINT-SAENS Swan; FAURE Apres Un 
Reve; RACHMANINOV Vocalise; Tbrtdier. 
Wallfisch, isserlls cello (EMI1 

LS473 £3.99 



FRANZ SCHUBERT 


ORCHESTRAL Portrafi Sir Simon 
Raffle RAVEL Sunrise; VAUGH- 
AN WILL IAMS Songs Of TYavel 
LVIL- BRITTEN Canadian 
Carnival; RACHMANINOV 
Vocalise; ELGAR Angel's 
Farewell CBSO£Rattl|(EMI] 


3 CDs for £9.99 

SCHUBERT Ueder 3CDs Die 
Schone Mullertn; 
Winterreise; 

Schwanengesang. Julius 
Patzak. Hans Hotter. Peter 
Anders. Michael Rauch eisen 
piano (Acanta) Collector's 

historical recordings 

C626 £ 9.99 


12 CDs for only £33! 

SCHUBERT The 
Symphonies 12CDs 
String Quartets 
13.14; String 
Quintet; Die 
Winterreise; Die 
Schone Mullertn: 

Rano Works. 

Hanover Band/ 

Goodman; 

Chilinglrtan Stig 
Qt Gehrman. 

Walker. Marta 
Deyanova piano 
(Nimbus) C493 £33 

“-vitality & commit 
merit-" Gramophone 
Penguin Guide **(*)Rating 

Simply The Best SACRED MUSIC 2CD* From VERDL FAURE 
Requiems; BACH St Matthew Passion. Cantatas; SCHU- 
BERT Mass 6 ; GOUNOD Ave Maria; FRANCK Panis 
Angelicus; MOZART Ave Verum; CHARPENTIER lb Deum. 
De Los Angeles. Janet Baker, Tb Kanawa. Schwarzkopf. 
Fischer-Dieskau. Wunderlich (Disky) EMI recordings 

NZ14 £ 5.99 

Simply The Best SONGS & UEDER 2CDs Duparc. Ttiralkovskl. 
Schubert Faure. Brahms. Beethoven. Strauss. Mahler. 
Mendelssohn. Schubert. Schumann. Berlioz. Salnt-Saens, 
Grieg. Montsalvatge. Ameling. De Los Angeles. Baker. 

Du. 4h. Norman. Popp. Schwarzkopf, Christoff, Fischer- 
Dieskau (Disky) EMI recordings N220 £ 5.99 


I dj Giuditta; 1 

jPj Land Des 

L/ y i I Fledermav 

Jazz CDs 


WUNDBUJCH A Legend 

Giuditta; Der Zarewitsch; Das 
Land Des T-aHirfrut; Die 

Fledermaus (Acanta) 

LST97 £3.99 


Mario LANZA Without A Song 

Donkey Serenade Recondito 

Armante Una Ftirtiva 
•WITHOUT La^rima; SoDg Of Songs: 

Sfe Mia Ave Marta; More 

Than You Know (Start| 
k 5P342 £ L99 


Edith PIAFThe Legendary Non. Je Ne 

LAmour; La Vie En Rose; Heureuse: Mon Dim^moro ^ g ^ 


i- i i t 

>,( ■ • 
f * . 


Paul Robeson 
The Voice Of The Mississippi 



Louis Armstrong 


Louts ARMSTRONG Tiger Rag 
When Its Sleepy Time Down 
South; Fterdldo; Autumn 
Leaves; St Louis Blues; When 
The Saints (Musketeer) A spir- 
ited live performance. 

^ SP058 £1.99 


Paul ROBESON 20 Great Songs 
OF Man Riven Were You There 
When They Crucified My Lord; 
Shortnin’ Bread; Swing Low. 
Sweet Chariot Old Kentucky 
Home; Killing Song; Lonesome 

^<^75 £2.99 



4CDs for £8.99! 


Best Of British JAZZ 3CDs 

Humphrey Lyttelton; Sid 
Phillips; Not Gonella: Freddy 
Randall; Joe Daniels. Crazy 
Rhythm; Heat Wave Jazz 
Me Blues; Tiger Rag; 
Careless Love; Maple Leaf 
Rag; Bfll Bailey (EMI) 

O H Pinal artist recordings 

C38 S10W 




Frank SINATRA 100 Songs 
4CDs Collections of; Big 
BandsJilms, Love 
ficConcerts Incs. 
Whispering; Two In Love; 
Come Fty' With Me: You 
Make Me Feel So Young; 
Blue Skies; Night & Day: 
Fbols Rush In: Our Love 
Affair: Day By Day; 
September Song; 

Embraceable You (Prism! 

G017 £8.99 


Country CDs 


Nat King COLETOo 
Recordings 5CDs How 
High The Moon: I Got 
Rhythm; Sweet Lorraine; 
Is You is; Rosetta; Mexico 
Joe: Blues & Swing; 
Candy; Ain’t Misbehavin'; 
Lonesome Road: 
Honeysuckle Rose; Tea 
Fbr Two ^aserligbt) 





V- A 11 ^ 1 on y V/AY The Choirboy Pie 
■T Jjesu: Suo Gan; Bailero; Be 

jyyThou My Vision: In 
jyJ Paradisum; Ye Banks fit Braes 
i - j (Angelicus) 


Save £12 on the High 
Street Price! 


Ella FITZGERALD Ella & Her Fellas 
Swing Me A Swing Song It's 
Only A Paper Moon; Dedicated 
Tb You: My Melancholy Baby; 
Petootie Pie. With The Ink Spots; 
Louis Jordon: Benny Goodman: 
■Mill Bros (Hallmark) 

J079 £Z99 


■11mm GSJSHW1N The Ultimate 4 CDs 

The^lmiiSTS!® V Concert Pieces: Songs; 

Jazz Bands, incs Plano 
Cone; American In Paris: 
j Cuban Ovt Piano 

Preludes 1-3: Somebody 
® ^ ir^UTl Wmi Loveg Me; s-wonderiui:' 

i Summertime: Liza: Lady 

pH V ^ J Be Goode: Swanee: The 

jy J Man 1 Love: Gershwin 

1®1 jr piano, NYPO, Bing Crosby, 

Paul Robeson, Hot Club 

' ^ Of France Qt. Flats Waller, 

Fred Astaire. Artie Shaw, Bud Powell (Castle) The great 
stars perform Gershwin's greatest music C597 £11.99 



Opera CDs 


Maria CALLAS Opera Arias 2CDs PUCCINI Tbsca La Boheme; 
BELLINI fl Puri tani; CH ARPENTIER Louise: ROSSINI Barber 
Of Seville DONIZETTI Lucia Di Lammermoon VERDI La 
Travlata. D on Carlos (Mast ertonc) live N179 £299 

Four Great DIVAS CaDas, Freni, Moffo, Caballe Arias Grom 
Puccini. Bellini. Glorrfano. Rossini. Donizetti. Verdi Ground. 
Ores inc LSO. PO. La Scaia/ Mackerras, Davis Votto (Disky) 
EMI Recordings V814 - £3.99 

Giuseppe DI STEFANO Arias Massenet Thomas Puc cini; 
Cilea: Mascagni: Donizetti (Grandl Voci) DL907 £ 299 


STEPHANE 

GRAPPELLI 


Stephane GRAPPELLI Jazz Hot 
Quintet Of The Hot Club Of 
France. Blue Eyes; 
Honeysuckle Rose; Swing 
Guitars: Souvenirs (Hallmark) 
G035 £299 



Joan BAEZ Selection 2CDs We Shall Overcome: Don’t Think 
Twice. It’s All Right With God On Our Side: Battle Hymn Of 
The Republic; Kumbaya: Queen Of Hearts Lady Mary; Ate 
Amanha (Gold Sound) Live ■ J300 £ 8.99 


John DENVER Collection 
5CDs Albums - Take Me 
Home Country Roads; 
Annie’s Song: Rocky 
Mountain High: Sunshine 
On My Shoulders: Calypso 
(Laserilght) 

C500 . S1&99 


Light Music CDs 

Welsh CHOIRS Selection Of Choral Music Land Of My Fathers; 
You’ll Never Walk Alone; All Through The Night; Old Man 
River Old Folks At Home: Cwm Rhondda (Hallmark) 

JS39 £299 

KING & I Julie Andrews: Ben Kingsley; Marilyn Horae. 
Hollywood Bawl/ Maucerl (Phillips) SP501 £ 4.99 

BRASS TO THE FORE 2CDS Floral Dance; Eleanor Rigby; Stare 
& Stripes Fbrever. Entertainer; Jerusalem; Men Of Harlech; 
Abide With Me. Bands inc Grimethorpe Colliery. Black Dyke 
Mills. Dkston (Castle) J370 £ 5.99 


Jo STAFFORD Sings The Hits 
Long Ago & Far Away; 
Manhattan Serenade; The 
Night We Called It A Day; 
Candy: 1 Love You: I’ll Be 
Seeing You (Prism) 

B083 £299 


Richard TAUBER The Votes Of Romance Lover Come Back To Me; 
Roses Of Picardy: Serenade/ Student Prince: Trees: Begin 
The Beguine: Love's Old Sweet Song: Becau^Prism) 





Beniamino GIGLI 


Beniamino GIGU Arias Boito; 
Gounod; Meyerbeer; Catalan!: 
Donizetti: Ponchielli; Verdi; 
Puccini: Massenet La Scaia. 
ROH CG (Grandl Vod) 

DL903 £299 


Introduction To OPERA PUCCINI Nessun Donna; VERDI 
Anvil Chorus: WAGNER Uebstod: MOZART Papageha!. 

Call as; Carreras: Baltsa (EMI) SP001 £ 3,99 

Great TENOR ARIAS La Boheme: fl TYavatore: Toscec 
R lgoletto: Cost Don Giovanni: Ma^c Flute; Walkure: Alda: 
Carmen; TUrandot Domingo. Carreras. Pavarotti. Corelli. 
Gedda (EMI) LS474 £3.99 




Scott JOPUN The Entertainer & 
v 20 Original Rags. Svyatkin 
■\ (Gallery) 

1 A017 £299 


Scott l 

jorm 

tfto&Kertamer 


Peggy LB Ai Her Best 2CDs Mr Wonderful; Fever. Alright OK 
You Win; Love Fbr Sale: Mack The Knife; Misty; Fblks Who 
Live On The Hill; Big Spender: Sing A Rainbow; Lover 
(Castle) V676 £5.99 

Sarah VAUGHAN & Billy ECKST1NE That Old Blade Magic Misty 
The More 1 See You: Stormy Weather My Favourite Things 
(Hallmark) V417 £ 299 


Nostalgia CDs 


Simply The Best Of ITALIAN 
OPERA 5CDs Incs. Arias 
from VERDL GIORDANO; 
BELLINI: PUCCINL 
DONIZETTI-. MASCAGNI; 
LEONCAVALLO: ROSSINL 
Soloists inc. Domingo. 
Pavarotti. Carreras, Call as. 
Moffo. De Los Angeles. 
Caballe. Gedda. Corelli 
(Dlsky) EMrecoMm || 5 


imply TfieBesrO/ 


OpM 


LIAN 

L 5 CD Sd 



B«st Of Joyce GRENFELL 3COs 
Nursery School; Stately As A 
Galleon; Old Girls Re-Union; 
Picture Postcard; Opera 
Interval: American Mother. 
Woman On The Bus; 
Telephone Calk Useful & 
AcccptabfrGiftstEgn^ 



CD SELECTIONS 
DORCHESTER, DORSET, DT2 7YG. UK 
TEL-01305848725 FAX-01305 848516 
E:Mail. CDSeiectn@aol.com 
Full stock list ah www.cdseiections.com 

NAME & ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

L - - .FAX Of avaflabto) 

tSS t>£iCeWON W- -TOTAL 
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Please M oddBioocd CDs on a 
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•nwnotfaieDesprtch 
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Police 
criticised 
over use 
of batons 

police Chiefs were urged By Jason Bennetto 
yesterday to abandon the use Crime Correspondent 
of “aggressive" American-styie * 

tactics when training their area. The Asp attracted 2.38 
officers to use batons. comp lain ts per 1,000 officers. 

A report by the independent Peter Moorhouse, chairman of 
Police Complaints Authority the PC A, said; “Police forces 
also expresses concern that should amend their American 
British officers are being taught batons training manual to take 
to strike people on their account of the less aggressive 
kneecaps and shins, despite style of policing in this country 
those spots being particularly and provide refresher training 
vulnerable to fractures. for all officers.” 

The organisation warns that The equipment receiving 

the use of these tactics may be fewest complaints was used by 
responsible for a rise in the only a handful of forces: the 
i. mber of complaints about Casco type, used by five forces, 
batons. A study - Striking the which attracted 1.9 complaints 
Balance - into the use of new per thousand officers; and the 
types of police baton follows a fixed-length Arnold, used by four 
10 per cent increase in the forces, including the Metropoli- 
n umber of complaints - up to tan Police, with 1.78 complaints. 
•154 - in the past year. In its re- The report also urged police 

port, published today, the PC A to rethink the areas of the body 
calls for greater use of which were considered target 
refresher training for officers, areas. It expressed particular 
which appeared to be very ef- concern that the shin, which 
fective in reducing complaints, could be fractured, was a pri- 
Batons began to replace mary target area and the knee- 
l l-ineh wooden truncheons - joint, which could be dislocated 
first issued to police in the last or fractured i ■ i baton blow, 
century - about five years ago. was a secondary ,et area. 

The PCA found that most The new batcr <ave been 
complaints were associated introduced along with rigid 
with side-handled batons - the handcuffs, CS v and body 
longest and heaviest of the armour; to give officers gr iter 
types in use, and deployed in 23 protection. There were 15,48t 
forces across England and assaults on officers in 1996-97. 
Wales. These attracted an The cases dealt with by the 
average of 3.3 complaints per PCA include a police sergeant 
1,000 officers using them. found guilty in October of 

It also raised particular con- assaulting a man with an Asp 
cera about the Asp baton - an baton. The officer, who had 
expandable wand with a metal been called to a domestic inti- 
tip, used by 12 forces, which was dent struck the man on the 
introduced from the US with shoulder; The sergeant was 
hardly any changes to the train- convicted of assault and forced 
ing manna! to resign. He plans to appeal 

One consequence of this was In March, an 18-year-old man 

that officers were trained to claimed he was struck on the 
stand ready to strike with the head with an extendable side- 
^ baton resting on the shoulder; handled baton as he walked 
. which put the suspect at risk of away from a football ground, 
being Idl unintentional^ withe The officer feces a disciplinary 
head or another dangerous hearing next month. 



HOME NEWS/7 



The Swanscombe skull yesterday going on display for two weeks at the Museum of London in the City The fragments, which date from around 
400.000BC and are from the oldest skull found in Britain, were uncovered near Dartford, Kent, in the Thirties and Fifties Brian Harris 


Chefs in a stew over modified foods 


MANY OF Britain's leading 
r-h f - have agreed to banish 
gein cally modified food from 
their kitchens and press the 
Government for a five-year 
moratorium on such foods 
being sold in shops. 

Nico Ladenis and Raymond 
Blanc are among the 19 chefs 
who have agreed to back a 
Friends of the Earth campaign 
to halt the sale of genetically 
engineered food until more is 
known about its impact on 
health and the environment 

Pete Riley, a campaigner at 
EbE, said the people who cared 
most about food were nearly 
unanimous in thtir disapproval 
of scientific tinkering 


by Sarah Wilson 


Shaun Hill the chef and pro- 
prietor of the Merchant House 
restaurant in Ludlow, Shrop- 
shire, said: “It is the same sets 
of voices who gave us battery 
chickens in the name of cheap 
food that are now pushing 
genetic engineering. I’m very 
suspicious of their motives. 

"There are just too many 
question marks hanging over 
this new technology. It is about 
time the Government learnt 
from the mistakes of the past 
and stopped people messing 
about with our food." 

All the chefs who agreed to 
back the FoE campaign 


presided over restaurants who 
won the highest rating in this 
year’s Good Fbod Guide. 

Among them was Waldow's, 
the restaurant at Cliveden, 
the stately home in Berkshire 
once owned by Waldorf Astor. 
Ian Samson, head chef at the 
adjoining Tbrrace restaurant, 
said the introduction of genet- 
ically modified food was a 
“frightening prospect" as the 
safety of the technology was 
unproven. 

The Good Pood Guide's 
editor, Jim Ainsworth, said: 
"lb introduce ‘experimental’ 
herbicide-resistant, genetically 
modified, crops without some 
soundly based assurance is 


madness, albeit perfectly legal 
madness. If BSE has taught us 
anything, it is surely to be cau- 
tious about tampering with nat- 
ural processes, however well 
intentioned, however plausibly 
the benefits are packaged.” 

Philip Howard, the head chef 
at The Square restaurant in 
London, agreed. “It is only now 
that we are beginning to realise 
how using steroids, growth pro- 
moters and antibiotics has 
trashed the flavour of what we 
eat," he said. 

Although genetically modi- 
fied crops are not yet being 
grown commercially in the UK, 
such food is being sold in the 
high street shops and super- 


markets. Safeway and Sains- 
buxy's sell puree made from 
modified tomatoes grown in 
North America, said Mr Riley. 

The alteration of foodstuffs 
and additives such as lecithin, 
a soya by-product which is used 
as an emulsifier in ice-cream 
and chocolate, was very difficult 
to detect be added Current leg- 
islation does not require man- 
ufacturers to label those 
products that contained certain 
modified ingredients. 

It was ironic that the restau- 
rants in the House of Commons 
had banned genetically modi- 
fied food, yet the Government 
were still allowing it to be sold 
to the public, Mr Riley said 


PR firm 
to boost 
lawyers’ 
image 

by Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 


TIRED OF being the butt of end- 
less dinner parly jokes, the na- 
tion's solicitors have hired a 
team of spin doctors to get rid 
of their “fat cat" public image. 

The Law Society, stung by 
government criticism of the 
legal aid earnings of top 
lawyers, has employed a Lon- 
don PR firm, Biss Lancaster; to 
persuade the public that solic- 
itors are not greedy money- 
grabbers but champions of 
justice. Women's magazines, 
tabloid newspapers and day- 
time television programmes 
will be targeted. 

A spokesman for the Law So- 
ciety. David McNeill said the 
profession was dogged by 
myths that lawyers increased 
acrimony in marital break-ups 
and other disputes as they 
sought to maximise their prof- 
its. He said: "These myths have 
existed since Shakespeare's 
time but they allow govern- 
ments to get away with lawyer- 
bashing when they want to do 
things like cut legal aid It' s time 
to fight back." 

During the recent debate on 
the future of the legal aid sys- 
tem, the Government was crit- 
ical of lawyers' earnings, even 
“naming and shaming" those 
who made the most money 
from criminal legal aid cases. 
The Law Society called in PR 
consultants after a members' 
survey earlier this year re- 
vealed that solicitors believed 
they were held in low esteem. 

Mr McNeill said: “The pro- 
fession felt that its reputation 
was under pressure." He said 
the society's new president, 
Michael Matthews, recognised 
the need to improve the pro- 
fession's image as part of a 
major reform programme. 

Biss Lancaster will advise 
the society until next summer 
Graham Lancaster; the PR 
company's chairman, said he 
aimed to make the Law Society 
“more effective in reacting to 
news" and “more focused in its 
messages". He will also seek to 
raise the profile of lawyers by 
making the public aware of the 
existence of legal activity in "al- 
most all areas of British life". 



Pay Nothing 

until the 

Year 2000 




;i> on this Special 
Bank Holiday Offer] 
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This great 333M-II Family 
PC+ Package includes a high 
spec multimedia computer, top 
quality printer, scanner, famiJy+ 
bundle, speech recognition, 
Internet pack, games 
pack, business suite and 
much more! Everything 
for just C79B +VAT. 


798 


£ 937 65 * pe 


Fm* PC, Ma CtMSO 


Visit your local Time 
store to buy now and 
_ Pay Nothing until the Year 
% 2000 on our No Deposit, 
v Interest Free Option! 


333M-II Famify+ PC I FREE 
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that's the UK's tergest PC retailor 


TlfTlE 


we’re on your side 
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it’s Time 

tor salespeople who taka the . 
time to understand your needs' 

It’s lime: 

Iw dew explanations In 
plain Ercglsh - not Jargon 

It’s Time 

tor computers that paw mflh 
you and can be updated 

It’s Time 

to cut out the friddeman and 
• cut the cost of computers , 
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Nat West 
introduce the 
after Christmas 


Bonus. 


1.5% APTC discount on 
Nat West Personal Loans.’ 


Let's face it, January can be pretty miserable. Which to Friday, 8am-8pm or Saturday, 9arn-6pm (excluding 

is why we're offering our customers o little after Bank Holidou Monday) or pop into any NatWest 
Christmas treat. To apply for your discounted | branch. But hurry, there aren't many shopping days 
NatWest Personal Loan, call 0800 24 34 06 Monday ] until Christmas. Offer ends 30th January 1999. 

A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


1,5\ Am DECOUNT APPLES ONLY ID PERSONAL AND CAR LOANS. ADVERTISED GENERALLY FOR PERSONAL LOANS OTHER THAN WITH ADVANTAGE PREMIER AND COLD To have o 
NatWest PerwnW Lotyi you must have a NatWest currant account, Cm# b «*< amMfe to perm* 18 m over ad t& outyeri io «oli* end mndhions. Wrtien >^!aintn <te ami fcj*. 

WesljWras BonL He. 41 tmhbmi. Umdor EQP 2BP. w Imm ong NotWest bonch. H wu bomiw £7,000 ow 36 months pt a rote pt 1 2.4* APR , uo» imtH 
rmndif panwiB of £231.65. The tnu! amount payable wauH be £8339.40. THr ewmpfe Inc Wes the 1.516 APR dhawm. In wrier to nnpnwe and mareoin our servic* iwij numnw and 
record gew phone cofc i*6h m. For mare iniormiAxi vtA our weWte al Rel. No 50378 
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COUNTDOWN TO THE EURO 



Blair treads softly on new currency 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 


-we have to fight back against 
all this nonsense," Tbriy Blair 
told one of his closest advisers 
as be surveyed another day of 
damaging headlines about how 
an EU-wide tax policy was 
going to be imposed on Britain. 

According to aides, the 
Prime Minister recognised that 
his twin-track strategy of ap- 
peasing Britain's Eurosceptic 
newspapers while the Govern- 
ment adopted a pro-European 
policy was no longer tenable. 

“He finally realised that we 
were not going to get anywhere 
in Europe unless we took on the 
Europhobe press," said a gov- 
ernment source. “Fbr him it 
was a very serious moment" 

A referendum on whether 
Britain should join the single 
currency is still some years 
away, but the starting gun for 
the campaign will be fired on 
1 January when the euro is 
launched by 11 other Euro- 
pean Union countries. 

The “yes" and “no" camps 
already exist in embryonic form 
and they agree that 1999 could 


The Pros 



Leaders: The all-party European 
Movement (Giles Radice. Labour 
MP); Lord Holfick. newspaper 
proprietor (left): Kenneth 
Clarke, Former Tory chancellor: 
Peter Mandelson, former cabinet 
minister; Paddy Ashdown 
Position: Wane early declaration 
by the Government that it 
intends Joining single currency 
Strengths: Strong all-party 
base; business back-up 
Weaknesses: Tony Blair 
reluctant to come off fence 
Prospects: Will run disciplined 
campaign; successful euro launch 
would strengthen position 


The Antis 



Leaders: Baroness Thatcher 
William Hague; European 
Foundation (Bill Cash, Tory MP); 
European Research Group (Sir 
Michael Spicer, Tory MP); 
Democracy Movement (Paul 
Sykes, businessman, left); Austin 
Mitchell (Labour MP); Business 
for Sterling (Lord Stirling) 
Position: Divided between 
"never" and “not for two 
Parliaments" (Hague) 

Strengths: Will play on people's 
EU doubts: backers' money 
Weaknesses: Thirty-plus groups 
Prospects: May be battling 
against tide of history 


The ‘Not yets’ 



Leaders: Lord Owen (left, 
former Labour foreign secretary 
and SDP leader); Lord Prior 
(former Tory cabinet “wet"); 
Martin Taylor (former chief 
executive. Barclays Bank) 
Position: Britain should not join 
euro now, but still play a 
positive role In the EU 
Strengths: Cannot be tarnished 
as anti-European; respected 
group oF elder statesmen 
Weaknesses: Difficult message 
to project: must avoid looking 
like band of yesterday's men 
Prospects: May be outflanked 
by “yes " and "no" campaigns 


paintingitasafederal^P^ 

^^OTaUows all the methane 
prescribed by Bnaseto. 

The lesson of the 1975 ref- 




pie voted by s margin of 2-l fo 

stay in the then (^nunonW^ 

to* bodes well for the “yes” 
campaign. The “no camp will 
try to prevent the debate being 
turned into one about Britain s 
engagement in Europe. 
Although tbe “no" campaign 

wflj probably have more money 

at its disposal* it m^y suffer 
from internal differences. 
There are more than 30 or- 



bs critical in shaping public 
opinion ahead of the referen- 
dum that Mr Blair is expected 
to call shortly after the next 
general election. The pace of 
the great debate will quicken in 
January when Gordon Brown, 
the Chancelloi; publishes a na- 
tional changeover plan setting 
out what steps Britain needs to 
take to prepare for euro entry. 

Pro-euro businessmen and 
the Liberal Democrats hope Mr 
Blair will use the occasion to 


c h ang e the Government’s poli- 
cy to one of**not if, but when" - 
in effect, a declaration. Yet 
Mr Blair is unEkefy to harden the 

policy of the Government, which 
is committed to monetary union 

in principle but insists the key 
tests on whether to join wifl 
be economic. “There will a 
more pro-European tone, but 
the policy wont change," one 
minister said. 

Nevertheless, supporters of 
a single currency concede the 


Prime Minister is edging slow- 
ly in their direction: they wel- 
comed his fightback against 
the Eurosceptic press during 
the recent controversy over a 
common EU tax policy. 

Some businessmen are 
sceptical about the Prime Min- 
ister’s keenness to take on 
such Eurosceptics as Rupert 
Murdoch, Conrad Black and 
Lord Rothermere. 

Ministers close to Mr Blair 
believe, however, he has 


crossed the Rubicon. “The Gov- 
ernment’s duty is to lead opin- 
ion, not follow it,” said one. 

Mr Blair knows that saying 
"yes” to the euro now would 
provoke divisions in the Cabi- 
net and the Labour Party. He is 
attracted by a “slowly, slowly” 
strategy in which public hos- 
tility to the euro dissipates 
after a success launch. Keep- 
ing his options open will allow 
Mr Blair to argue that oppo- 
nents of the euro could safely 


vote Labour at the next gener- 
al election, knowing they could 
then vote “no" mareferCTHhim. 

Another factor the Prime 
Minister would be considering 
is the elections to the European 
Parliament in June - a big test 
of public opinion. The Tbries will 
fight strongly on European is- 
sues. WQBam Hague needs to 
make big gains to bolster his po- 
sition as Tory leader; and his al- 
lies believe he can unite his 
party around his policy of ruling 
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out stogle currency membership 
during tin's; Par tiamAnt and the 
next The Tories should do well; 

the introduction of proportion- 
al representation win help than. 
But the key question will be 
whether the pro-European 
heavyweights, like Kenneth 
Clarke and Michael Heseltine, 
keep their heads down. 

Labour wiD develop a “pro- 
Europe, but pro-reform in Eu- 
rope” strategy, in the hope of 
preventing the Tories from 


ramp , a mm ^ 

may be set up later tius yeas 

but one participant admitted: 
“It will be very difficult to get 
everyone to work together. . 

In contrast, the putative 
-yes" campaign is applying the 
“command and control" strat- 
egy which served Labour so 
well at the last general election. 

What the public makes of the 
great euro debate is another 
matter. At present, they are 
“switched off". But they will 
certainly notice the frantic ac- 
tivity of the next six months. 


Britons expect 
to join euro 


DESPITE CONTINUED wide- 
spread opposition to the euro, 
a dear majority believes that 
Britain mil join eventually. 

At the be ginning of this 
month, a poll found 53 percent 
of Britons would vote against 
joining if a referendum were 
held now. Only 29 per cent 
would vote in favour while the 
rest said they did not know. 

But yesterday, a Gallup poll 
showed that four-fifths of the 
electorate believed it was in- 
evitable that Britain would join 
the euro “sooner or later”. 

Equally 58 per cent recent- 
ly told ICM that Britain could 
not affoiti to stay out of the euro 
if it proved to be a success. 

Moreover; there are dear 
signs of flux. Opposition rose 
after Britain was forced out o€ 
the euro’s predecessor; the ex- 
change rate mechanism 
(ERM), in 1992. And it ratcheted 
up again in the wake of the ban- 
ning of British beef from Eu- 
ropean markets in 1996. 

The same effect has been 
seen in recent weeks. When the 
spectre of European tax har- 
monisation was raised in No- 
vember; opinion once again 
swung against the euro. 

What the pro-singe curren- 
cy campaign needs is good 
news from Europe. Lower 
mortgage rates might, for ex- 
ample, prove an attraction; yet 
so far only one in ten of us 
recognise it as such. 

And, of course, the pro-sin- 
ge currency campaign needs 


By John Curtice 


the hacking of the Government 
Until recently, there were signs 
of a slow drift in favour of the 
euro. 

A 27-point lead for oppo- 
nents of Economic and Mone- 
tary Union (EMU) just before 
last year’s general election had 
dropped to 19 points by Sep- 
tember But that gain largely 
disappeared after the tax har- 
monisation row. 

This Government makes 
rather friendlier noises about 
Europe than the previous Con- 
servative one. But it will need 
a far more dear and sustained 
lead from ministers if public 
opinion is to be changed. 

The Government, of course, 
will worry about the media. 

Yet whether individual news- 
papers have much influence on 
their readers is doubtfuL 

After all, readers of the 
largely pro-European Mirror 
are less keen on a singe cur- 
rency than are those of the Eu- 
rosceptic Daily Telegraph. 
What appears to matter is not 
how newspapers slant the 
news, but whether the news 
they have to report is good or 
bad for the single currency ua 
the first place. 

The challenge for those who 
wish to join the euro is to make w*} 
sure the news is good. 

John Curtice is deputy 
director qftheESHC Centre for 
Research into Ejections and 
Social Trends 
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Khieu Samphan (left) expressing his regret over the death of 2 milli on Cambodians, with follow Khmer Rouge leader Nuon Cfaea 

Khmer Rouge leaders apologise 


^ 1 


TWO LEADERS of tlie Cambo- 
dian Khmer Rouge said yes- 
terday they were “very sorry” 
about the genocide of the 1970s 
although they refused to accept 
responsibility for the slaughter 
of about two million of their 
countrymen. 

Khieu Samphan and Nuon 
Chea were flown by helicopter 
from a former rebel stronghold 


By Ker Muntfut 
in Phnom Penh 


to the capital Phnom Penh to 
surrender to the Prime Mims- 
ten Hun Sen, after he pledged 
they would not face trial for 
crimes against humanity. 

They were asked by journal- 
ists, many of them Cambodians 
who lost family members, if 


they felt remorse for causing the 
deaths of up to 2 million people. 

“Yes, sorry, very sorry," 
Khieu Samphan said. “We 
would like to apologise and ask 
our compatriots to forget the 
past so our nation can concen- 
trate on the future," he said. 
“Let bygones be bygones.” 

After the Khmer Rouge rev- 
olutionaries emerged victorious 


Sierra Leone town 
/alls to rebel army 


REBEL FORCES in Sierra 
Leone fighting to oust Presi- 
dent Ahmed Tejan Kabbah 
have taken control of the cen- 
tral town of Makeni, observers 
said yesterday. The strategic 
town. 73 miles north-east of the 
capital Freetown, was the 
scene of recent heavy fighting. 

The Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF) rebels forced a 
Sfest African peace-keeping 
r^rce to retreat from Makeni, 
triggering the flight of the 
town's entire population of 
several thousand 

The RUF has launched a se- 
ries of offensives in recent 
weeks to recapture ground lost 
to the Nigerian-led peace- 
keepers earlier in the year. 

Diplomats from West Africa, 
the United States and Britain, 
meeting on Monday in the Ivory 

iJT^ore aid to help defend 
Sierra Leone's embattled 
government. 

Nigeria has assumed the 


by James Roberts 


majority of responsibilities for 
the peace-keeping force, known 
asEcomog. The US and Britain 
have provided logistical support 
for the regional task force. 

Rebel units claim to have 
come within 12 miles of the cap- 
ital and have threatened to 
start shelling the city. Sierra 
Leone daims that mercenaries 
from Liberia, Burkina Faso and 
Ukraine are fighting alongside 
the rebels, though that has not 
been independently confirmed 

Nigeria flew two more 
battalions to bolster its forces 
in Freetown on Sunday night. 
The peace-keepers are also ex- 
pecting reinforcements from 
Gambia. 

President Kabbah has of- 
fered to negotiate with the 
rebels but they have declined, 
claiming they wifi storm the 
capital unless he resigns. The 
fitting has forced most foreign 
nationals to leave the country. 


New move to 
halt fighting 
in Kosovo 

ABOUT A hundred observers 
were on their way to Kosovo 
yesterday to shore up efforts to 
control fighting in the Serbian 
province between the authori- 
ties and rebel Albanians. 

Their arrival will boost the 
Kosovo mission to 700 people. 
A total of 2,000 are expected to 
be in place by mid- January said 
a spokesman for the Organi- 
sation for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe, which runs 
the operation. 

Violence last week around 
Fodujevo, in the north of the 
province, almost shattered a 
US-brokered truce established 
in October Yesterday Nato said 
it remained “ready to inter- 
vene” if violence intensified and 
demanded that both sides re- 
spect the informal truce. 

A spokesman for the Koso- 
vo Liberation Army said the 
rebels would respect the cease- 
fire, “but we will defend our- 
selves with all means if 
necessary". tAPJ 
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in a civil war in 1975 they forced 
the population into slave labour 
camps. One Cambodian in five 
perished from overwork, star- 
vation, disease and executions. 

The Khmer Rouge and their 
chief. Pol Pot, were overthrown 
in 1979 by the Vietnamese, but 
spent the next two decades 
fighting on in the countryside. 

Survivors of the “killing 


fields” yesterday dismissed the 
apology. Bun Sray 38, a civil ser- 
vant. said: “Millions of lives, in- 
cluding 20 of my relatives, were 
lost under their regime. Now I 
want to kill their wives and chil- 
dren and then say sorry." 

Keo Rotana, 45, said: “More 
than 10 of my family were kille d 
in their regime and Khieu Sam- 
phan says sorry." (AP) 


SADDAM HUSSEIN yesterday 
stepped up his goading of the 
United States and Britain as 
part of an apparent strategy to 
provoke further military ac- 
tion against hi™ and thus build 
up sympathy for Iraq's plight in 
the outside world. 

A day after US jets attacked 
an Iraqi air defence installation 
which had earlier fired missiles 
against them in the northern 
“no-fly" zone, Baghdad's Vice 
President said Iraq would con- 
tinue to fire at aircraft, entering 
the zones in the country’s north 
and south. He claimed Iraq’s 
planes were operating once 
more in the two areas, in defi- 
ance of the Allied ban. “We are 
doing this right now; Iraqi 
planes are, in effect flying in a 
normal fashion in Iraqi air 
space," Tbha Yassin Ramadan 
said last night und er lining bow 
Iraq has never recognised the 
two zones. This constitutes the 
first breach of the “no-fly" 
regimes since 1996. 

The first zone was imposed 
in 1991 to protect the Kurdish 
population in the north, the 
second ayear later to safeguard 
Shia Muslims in the south. 

This latest defiance, less 
than two weeks after the end of 
the American and British air 


BY RUPERT CORNWELL 

strikes, is generally seen as an- 
other ploy to present Iraq as the 
victim of bullying by Washing- 
ton and London, and to bolster 
President Saddam’s case for a 
lifting of United Nations sanc- 
tions. But his adversaries were 
not rising to the bait 
The Pentagon said US over- 
flights, suspended yesterday 
because of bad weather; would 
resume when conditions im- 
proved British officials said* “It 
is not out of character for Sad- 
dam to try and provoke”. Both 
countries rejected Iraqi claims, 
repeated yesterday, that one 
Western plane had been shot 
down during the earlier attacks, 
in which four Iraqi soldiers are 
said to have been killed 
However; if Baghdad is seek- 
ing to rebuild support in Arab 
capitals, it is going about it in 
a strange way. The Deputy 
Prime Minister, Tariq Aziz, 
lashed out at the Egyptian 
President, Hosni Mubarak, for 
blaming Iraq rather than the 
US for the four days of air at- 
tacks before Christmas. 

In another setback for Iraq, 
a meeting of Arab foreign min- 
isters set for today, which might 
have criticised the military 


strikes and recommended that 
Arab countries ignore interna- 
tional sanctions, was postponed 
until 24 January. Among the 
Arab countries, only Libya has 
come out unequivocally in sup- 
port of Iraq. 

Neither is the invective help- 
ing Iraq's attempts to exploit 
the split among UN Security 
Council members on bow to 
handle President Saddam. 
France, which broadly sup- 
ports a lifting of sanctions, has 
drawn Iraq’s fire by suggesting 
that the spending of oil income 
should be permanently moni- 
tored by the UN to prevent 
Baghdad using the money to 
buy arms. 

Lately there have even been 
hints from Iraqi officials of an 
end to the oU-for-food pro- 
gramme. which allows Iraq to 
seD up to $525bn of oil every six 
months for essential food and 
medical supplies. Iraq claims it 
cannot sell that amount of oil 
because of low oil prices and a 
ban on purchases of equip- 
ment to maintain the fields. 

Britain and the US say 
President Saddam is deliber- 
ately under-using the pro- 
gramme but, none the less, 
they have made a proposal to 
broaden the scheme. 
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Yamal forest, Siberia. Russia's woods, once considered inexhaustible, face a crisis compounded by poor management and lack of funds Brian and Cherry Alexander 


Russia’s forests in retreat 


SEIZING THE moment when 
Christmas trees are in the pub- 
lic consciousness, the Russian 
branch of Greenpeace has 
launched a campaign for more 
rational use of the forests that 
are potentially one of Russia's 
greatest assets. 

At present they are wasted 
and the forestry industry joins 
most other sectors in depres- 
sion and crisis. Absurdity be- 
gins at the Christmas-tree 
markets that have sprung up in 
Moscow and other cities so 
that Russians can take home 
the traditional yoOm (fir) for 
New Year celebrations. The 
former Soviet Union occupies 
a sixth of the world’s land sur- 
face and much is covered by 
evergreens. Yet the best- 
shaped firs at the Moscow mar- 
ket are from Denmark and cost 
$50 (£31) a metre, a month's 
salary for the average Russian. 

“We could grow our own 


By Helen Womack 
in Moscow 


trees much more cheaply but 
we are badly organised,” said 
Igor Babanin, of Greenpeace. 
“The Danish form their firs as 
the Dutch grow tulips. We do 
have a few evergreen planta- 
tions in the Moscow region but 
most Russians prefer to steal 
from nature than to buy." 

Last New Year, Igor pa- 
trolled commuter trains with 
forestry inspectors and fined 
citizens coming into town with 
illegally felled firs. “Most of 
the people were innocent They 
had bought the trees from cow- 
boy operators. They are the real 
menace. They go into the 
forests and cut down for more 
trees than are needed. Then, 
after New Year, piles of firs are 
left rotting in the streets." 

The waste in the Christmas- 
tree trade is only part of the 


story. The state, desperate for 
revenue, loses vast sums each 
year because of the way it 
taxes the forest industry. This 
month, Greenpeace activists 
tried to riimh on to the roof of 
Rosleskhoz, the state organi- 
sation that supervises the in- 
dustry, to hi ghlig ht the problem. 
But they were brought down by 
pistol-toting security guards. 

In most countries, tax is 
paid when a tree is cut, re- 
gardless of how the wood is to 
be used. In Russia, die cutting 
goes un taxed, as dues are sup- 
posed to be paid later; when the 
wood is processed Dishonest 
or financially strapped firms 
underestimate the amount of 
processing and less tax reach- 
es the state coffers. 

Timber is valued by the 
Finnish tax man at $50 per 
cubic metre and even east Eu- 
ropean trees are worth $10. 

But the cutting tax in Russia 


is 50 cents per cubic metre. "It 
is a hangover from Communist 
times, when the blessing of na- 
ture were supposed to be free 
to Soviet man,” said Alexei 
Yaroshenko, a Greenpeace bi- 
ologist and forest expert “But 
it makes no economic sense. 
Some members of the State 
Duma saw our protest on tele- 
vision and came to talk to us. 
They were working out the 
1999 budget and were inter- 
ested in our arguments." 

In all likelihood Russia’s 
tax anomalies will be ironed out 
over time. If that was the only 
problem, Greenpeace could be 
confident But the organisa- 
tion is raising the alarm over 
the disappearance of the 
forests themselves. 

“Russia is such a big coun- 
try that we have believed its re- 
sources were infinite," said Mr 
Yaroshenko. “The truth is very 
different” Greenpeace is par- 


ticularly concerned about what 
it calls ancient forests, in other 
words those that have never 
been touched by man. It is 
frightening how few are left 

In northern regions of Rus- 
sia, such as Archangelsk, Khmi 
and Karelia, only 12 per cent of 
the woods have grown naturally 
for centuries, while tiie rest are 
“secondary forests", poorer 
woods growing where old trees 
were cut down. “If we continue 
lo gging at the present rate, all 
the ancient forests this side of 
Siberia will be gone in 10 to 15 
years,” said Mr Yaroshenko. 

The consequences of forest 
loss in Russia, just as in the 
Amazon and other parts of the 
world will be devastating. Not 
only do the original forests con- 
tam millions oflypes of flora and 
fauna but they also regulate the 
world's climate. When de- 
stroyed, they release huge 
amounts of carbon, which heats 


up the atmosphere. Green- 
peace says the remaining an- 
cient forests should be left 
alone and secondary forests 
and plantations should be bet- 
ter managed With recycling 
technology, there is no reason 
why forests that have grown for 
1,000 years should be cut down 
to make toilet paper. 

One piece of news inspires 
Greenpeace this holiday season. 
After seeing the organisation's 
satellite maps of the world's 
dwindling ancient forests, the 
Svetagorsk pulp and paper mill, 
run by Swedes on Russian ter- 
ritory, became the first in the 
world to pledge to stop using 
wood from sudi forests. 

“It’s a drop in the ocean, but 
it's a start," said Mr Yaro- 
shenko. “Go to your super- 
markets and DIY stores and 
demand (ha) the products they 
sell are not made at the cost of 
our last natural heritage.” 


THEY HAVE been lying awake 
in Greenwich, Connecticut, 
scratching their weU- 
groomed heads in search of 
a solution to the great mil- 
lennium conundrum. Where 
to spend New Year’s Eve 
1999, now 12 months and a 
day away? 

Ebrget what sport utility 
you park in your drive or 
which country dub you fre- 
quent. In this town of con- 
spicuous consumption, there 

is a new measure of success: 
what travel arrangements 

you have for the last days of 
next December. 

My travel agent has bad 
news. Making it to the mid- 
Padficand those few spots on 
the International Dateline 
that would allow me to cele- 
brate the dawning of 2000 
twice will be impossible. 

Tbnga, just west of the 

rlataliTH^ has 700 hotel FOOmS, 
but all are taken. And I just 
know that, one of my neigh- 
bours will be among the 88 
hicky souls who have paid 
$44350 (£28,100) for a seat on 
a jet chartered by an outfit 
called TCS Expeditions with 
a special schedule for the 
millennium. It will first de- 
posit passengers on Tonga for 
the first few hours of l Janu- 
ary 2000 before whisking 
them to Samoa, just east of 
the dateline, to see in the new 
year several hours later. 

But wait Perhaps I need 
go nowhere. Greenwich, it 
seems, will be throwing a 
bash of its own that will offer 
residents a chance to emulate 
what others will be trying in 
the Pacific. We also will be 
able to cheer in the millenni- 
um not once, but twice. 

Due, a degree of suspen- 
sion of disbelief will be re- 
quired. It will work like this: 
this Greenwich will for one 
ni ght bask in the mfllp-nnial 
glory that will belong to that 
other Greenwich, the one 
across the pond from which 
historically the world's time 
is measured. We wQl, in fact, 
pretend we are in the Green- 
wich of When and not in Con-, 
necticut And why not? 
Greenwich, Connecticut, with 


its watery situation and 
grand civic pretensions - its 
assembly of so-called se- 
lectmen” is bigger even than 
the state legislature- has 

neverbeen sby about its old- 

country associations. There 
are no buildings by W-eo in 
the town, but even its local 
newspaper makes a nod to- 
wards time-keeping: it is 
called the Greemmeh Time 
and its logo is a clock. 

So, according to plans 

being lakl by a body called the 
Greenwich 2000 Committee, 
the arrival of the new mil- 
lennium will be celebrated 
here five hours earlier than 
anywhere else in the eastern 
United States. In other words, 
we will be free to pop our 
champagne corks at 7pm, 
when midnight will be strik- 
ing at the Rival Observatory 
in London. Tom Ragland, our 
First Selectman, thinks this 
a grand idea. “This will give 
me and many other Green- 
wich residents the opportu- 
nity to ring in the millennium 
and then get to bed by 9 
o'clock,” he said tins week. 

A variety of events are in 
the works: there will be ex- 
hibitions and lectures, and a 
mini-Stonehenge-like struc- 
ture, representing a giant 
sundial. Has been commis- 
sioned. The focus of the 
evening will be a party at the 
Hyatt Hotel with bubble and 
squeak and warm beer. BBC 
coverage of events around 
midnight in Britain, including 
celebrations at the Dome and 
Observatory, will be beamed 
by satellite into the hotel and 
shown on giant screens in its 
ballroom. 

All this was the brainchild 
of Ian Kerr, a Briton who has 
lived in Greenwich for 30 
years and who heads the 2000 
Committee. “Because of the 
name Greenwich and the 
name’s association with time, 
we just said ‘Let’s do what 
they're going to be doing in 
Greenwich, England’," he 
said. “We want to be able to 
say we were present there, 
when the new millennium 
hit the world”. 

DAVID USBORNE 
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Briefing 


NatPower pulls out of Polish deal 

national power yesterday said that a lack of financial 
guarantees had prevented it from signing a deal to *»i«» a 
-0 per cent stake in Polish state power complex PAK 
There were insufficient safeguards to "*»!»> the 
investment, 'a National Power spokesman said. National 
Power had offered $i25m for the 20 per cent stake in a deal 
that was initially expected to be signed before Christmas. 

I he spokesman said the deal could be revived only if 
Poland could provide reassurances on the structure of 
markets and returns for National Power. The British 
company is believed to want pricing guarantees and 
purdiase agreements extending over the next five years. 

Poland s treasury ministry said last week that the deal 
foundered after National Power presented additional 
conditions which were not part of the original agreement. 

Bass chief receives 97% pay rise 

SIR IAN PROSSER, 
chairman and chief 
executive of brewing group 
Bass, received a 97 per cent 
pay rise last year, which 
saw' his annual pay packet 
soar to £1.6m. In addition to 
a basic £600.000 salary. Sir 
Ian (pictured) also received 
performance-related 
bonuses of £298,000. and 
options worth £717,000. the 
first tranche of shares in 
the long-term incentive 
plan. Sir Ian's pay rise compares with a 75 per cent rise 
in profits in the group's business. 



narrows search for partner 

GENERAL ELECTRIC Company yesterday confirmed it had 
□arrowed its list of potential defence merger partners to 
four rival groups in Europe and the US. A spokeswoman 
confirmed reports that the shortlist included British 
Aerospace as well as US groups Lockhead Martin and 
Northrop and France's Thomson-CSE “We have been been 
holding discussions. We are now making a decision." 


* 


Centrica raises £92m cash 

CENTRICA, the gas distributor, yesterday announced 
that it had raised £92m in cash through the lease and 
buyback of two gas platform topsides in the Irish Sea to 
Bankers Trust The 26-year agreement which will 
reduce 1999 financing costs by 2.7 per cent, will not 
affect Centrica's licence interests, gas production or 
reserves, the company said. At the close of trading. 
Centrica shares bad gained 4 per cent to 122p. 
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Recession fears deepen as 
business failures increase 


YESTERDAY BROUGHT fresh 
gloom about the state of the 
economy, with news of the first 
rise in business failures for six 
years. But one employers’ 
organisation warned business 
against talking itself into a 
recession in 1999. 

The number of business fail- 
ures climbed to 38.634 in 2998 
from 36^68 in 1997, according to 
Dun & Bradstreet. This was the 
first increase since 1992, at the 
bottom of the last recession. 

Philip Mellon an analyst at 
the business information ser- 
vice, warned: “J see this trend 
continuing for the next six 


By Diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 


months." Interest-rate cuts 
should then start to take effect, 
he said. 

Mathew Farrow, head of the 
Confederation of British Indus- 
try's small business unit, said 
the figures confirmed other 
signs of an economic slowdown. 

CBI surveys have become 
markedly more pessimistic in 
recent months, and the organ- 
isation has called for further 
interest-rate reductions. 

But Tim MeMUe-Ross, 
director-general of the rival 


Institute of Directors, yesterday 
warned against taking too 
gloomy a view. Business leaders 
were in danger of talking them- 
selves into a recession in 1999, 
he said 

“Unfortunately, we are par- 
ticularly good as a nation at per- 
suading ourselves that the 
economic situation is worse 
than it is. But I firmly believe 
that business is capable of pre- 
venting a recession simply by 
avoiding talking about it as if it 
were inevitable," he said 

Die CBI agreed that the level 
of business failures remained 
much lower than during the 


last recession. The figure 
reached apeak of 62,767 in 1992. 

“This supports the view that 
although things may get worse, 
the downturn will not be as 
long or as deep as last time 
arouDd" Mr Fhrrow said The 
CBI has itself warned of the risk 
that recession could become a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Separate figures yesterday 
suggested that consumer 
spending and the housing mar- 
ket have continued to hold up 
well, despite signs that confi- 
dence about the economy's 
prospects is slipping. 

The Nationwide reported a 


0.8 per cent rise in house prices 
in December; leaving the annu- 
al rate almost unchanged at 7 
per cent The building society 
said sales were 15 per cent 
down since the start of the year 
and confidence was weak. 

But it predicted that the 
housing market was in a good 
position to weather an eco- 
nomic downturn. Some areas - 
such as Cambridge, Guildford 
and Islington in London - were 
still seeing annual price rises in 
excess of 20 per cent 

David Parry, head ofplanning 
at Nationwide, said: “The 
strength of household finances 


will help the bousing market 
weather any downturn.” 

The British Bankers Associ- 
ation . whose members include 
10 of the country's 15 biggest 
mortgage lenders, said their 
new lending to homebuyers was 
El.lbn in November. 

This was above October s 
£922m and above the recent 
monthly average - even though 
hanks have been losing market 
share to the remaining building 
societies. 

The BBA also reported a 
strong increase in credit card 
borrowing and personal loans, 
to talling £6.5bn. in November. 


Wetherspoon to 
create 2,000 jobs 


THE FAST-GROWING pub chain 
JD We tberspoon defied fears of 
a recession and a share price 
collapse yesterday, announcing 
that it would create 2,000 new 
jobs in 1999. 

It plans to spend Cl 00m open- 
ing 80 new premises to add to 
the 306 it already owns. The new 
pubs will be sited in town and 
city centres. 

The chairman Tim Martin, 
who founded the company 19 
years ago, said: “Since we 
opened our first pub we have 
traded in good and bad eco- 
nomic times and it hasn't made 
a lot of difference." 

Between April and Septem- 
ber this year its share price 
halved, and has shown little 
sign of recovering since. Yes- 
terday the shares dosed down 
ip at 175.5p. 

Even so. Mr Martin seems to 
have found a winning formula in 
the highly competitive and fast 
changing market for Britain's 
pub drinkers. 

While breweries are end- 
lessly converting unfashionable 
and decaying licensed premis- 


By Nicholas Schoon 

es into a bewildering variety of 
themed drinking dens, Wither- 
spoon rarely buys puts. 

Instead it converts build- 
ings such as banks, post offices 
and cinemas into large free 
houses and serves food in them 
all day as well as drink. 

Music and television are 
banned (the latter even during 
the World Cup), as are karaoke 
and quiz nights. AH its pubs pro- 
vide non-smoking areas and 
closed-circuit television to deter 
crime. 

The chain is also willing to 
price beer aggressively and in- 
dulge in loss leaders. Next 
month about half of its premis- 
es will be selling a leading bit- 
ter at 99p a pint Last month it 
put large posters up in Calais, 
the home of cheap been adver- 
tising the fact that two erf its pubs 
near Leeds would be selling 
John Smith’s Yjrkshire bitter at 
50papinL 

TTie new jobs, a mixture of foil 
and part-time posts, will in- 
clude managers, bar workers 


and kitchen staff The chain 
currency employs 7,900 staff. Its 
new premises will be opening in 
towns and cities in En glan d. 
Scotland and Wales. 

Mr Martin, aged 43, started 
the business as a young law 
graduate from Nottingham uni- 
versity when he sold a fiat to fi- 
nance the purdiase of a single 
north London pub. He believes 
that Wetherspoon could more 
than triple in size to run over 
1 , 000 . 

“He senses that a lot of rival 
pubs are not particularly good, 
and there are still plenty of 
towns where we’ve never been 
heard o£" said company 
spokesman Eddie Gershon. 

“Our [pubs] are clean, safe 
and straightforward and we 
welcome everyone, from stu- 
dents to pensioners." 

But Wetherspoon's quest for 
new customers does not extend 
to what may be the most heavy 
drinking night in history - New 
Year’s Eve, 1999. The company 
has already announced its pubs 
wfll shut at 8pm. allowing its staff 
to go off and celebrate. 



Wetherspoon plans to spend £100m opening 80 new city centre pnbs John Lawrence 


Tarmac attacks AI 
over failed merger 


BP may shut 
down Ula field 


TARMAC HAS launched a 
scathing attack on Aggregrate 
Industries over the last-minute 
collapse of their £l.8bn merger 
earlier this month, accusing 
the building ma te ri als group of 
reneging on an agreement over 
the management structure of 
the enlarged construction 
group. 

The attack by Sir Neville 
Simms, the construction giant's 
chief executive, comes as Tar- 
mac clinches a £125m project 
under the Government’s Pri- 
vate Finance Initiative (PFI) to 
extend the ASS from LlanMrto 
Holyhead - the first privately- 
financed deal to be awarded in 
Wales. 

The projects, won by a con- 
sortium including Tarmac, the 
contractor Laing and the con- 
sultant Hydec is for the con- 
struction of 32km of dual 
carriageway. The consortium 
will design, build, finance and 
operate the road under the PFI 
- the Government scheme 
aimed at encouraging private 
firms to invest in public infra- 
structure projects. 

In his first interview since 
the end of merger talks with AI 


By Francesco guerre ra 


earlier this month. Sir Neville 
told The Independent “Aggre- 
gate broke the negotiations by 
putting a hand grenade in the 
middle of the room and saying 
*we are not going to abide by the 
written agreement’." 

According to the agreement 
Sir Neville would have become 
□on-executive chairman of the 
enlarged group, with Peter 
Tom, ATs chief executive, as 
chief executive. 

The two would also have co- 
chaired an integration com- 
mittee to oversee the merger 
while membership of the board 
of the new company and the 
committee were to be split 50- 
50 between the two groups. 

Sir Neville claimed AI de- 
manded he relinquished his 
role as co-chair of the commit- 
tee and wanted the majority of 
members on the integration 
committee and on the board. 

“This was just ludicrous. In 
a merger balance is the vital. 
Anything else is a takeover and 
for a takeover you have to pay 
a premium,” Sr Neville said 

He dismissed as “rubbish” 


claims that the merger had 
foundered because of a dash of 
personalities between him and 
Mr Tom. “It doesn’t make 
sense. I am the chief executive 
of a group that is bigger than 
Aggregate and I had already de- 
cided to become non-executive 
chairman," he said 

Sir Neville also rejected as 
“spurious” ATs argument that 
his position in the new compa- 
ny would have created a conflict 
of interest with his proposed 
role as head of Thrmac’s con- 
struction division, which was to 
be spun off tom the Tarmac- AI 
entity. 

He said that following the 
merger’s collapse. Tarmac has 
been in talks with a number of 
otber parties. 

The company’s share price 
has been dogged by the pres- 
ence of the low-margin con- 
struction division alongside the 
building materials unit and Sir 
Neville has been under pres- 
sure from City institutions to 
break up the group. 

In the interview, he did not 
rule out a split, but said that a 
merger was still the “preferred 
option". 


Market 
for new 
issues 
collapses 

THE NEW issues market almost 
halved in value during the year, 
robbing many small compa- 
nies of the chance to go public 
and raise capital, according to 
accountancy firm KPMG. 
writes Clifford German. 

There were only 68 new is- 
sues in the whole of 1998, rais- 
ing less than £3.9bn between 
them. This compared with 100 
deals raising £6.7bn in 1997 and 
218 deals raising £lObn in 1994. 

The level of activity contin- 
ued to decline into the fourth 
quarter when there were only 
14 deals, raising £147m. 

“The new issues market vir- 
tually closed down at the end of 
July- after the sharp fall in the 
stock market - and there is no 
hint of an upturn on the hori- 
zon," said NeO Austin, head of 
new issues at KPMG corporate 
finance yesterday. 

The desperate position of 
the new issues market which 
also affects smaller quoted 
companies looking to raise 
more money through rights 
issues, is forcing smaller com- 
panies to resort to private 
equity or bank loans. 


BRITISH PETROLEUM may be 
farced to shut the Ula oilfield in 
the Norwegian sector of the 
North Sea because of low oil 
prices. 

A temporary closure of the 
field, which produces 30,000 
barrels of oil a day. is one of a 
number of options being con- 
sidered in an attempt to cut 
costs, and a decision will be 
taken late next month or early 
in February, a spokesman said. 
BP is the lead operator in the 
Ula field with a 57.5 per cent 
stake. 

Hie announcement yester- 
day is seen by oil industry 
sources as an attempt to put 
pressure on Statoil, the Nor- 
wegian state oil company, to cut 
its charges for transporting oil 
from Ula through the Statoil 
pipeline to the Ekofisk distrib- 
ution platform where oil is 
loaded for shipment to re- 
fineries. 

These charges are said to be 
as high as $5 a barrel accord- 
ing to unconfirmed reports in 
the Norwegian press. “Vfe have 
had talks with Statoil and the 
matter is now with the Norwe- 
gian oil and energy ministry.” 
a BP spokesman said. 


By Clifford german 

If Ula is shut down BP will 
have to pay the costs of care 
and maintenance but Statoil’s 
revenues will dry up immedi- 
ately. Some of the 80 workers on 
the Ekofisk platform may also 
be affected, a spokesman for 
BP Norway said 

BP’s other nearby North 
Sea oilfield. Gyda. whit* pro- 
duces 40.000 barrels a day and 
has lower operating and trans- 
port costs, is not affected 

But other oilfield operators 
of mar ginal oilfields worldwide 
could be faced with similar 
choices if the downturn in 
crude o3 prices shows no signs 
of being reversed in the next 12 
months. 

North Sea oil prices for de- 
livery in February edged up 35 
cents to $10.46 a barrel yester- 
day. but the outlook remains de- 
pressed. 

BP was the most actively 
traded stock on the London 
market yesterday and prices 
fell by 8.5p to 908.5p. 

In New York shares in Hal- 
liburton, the world's largest oO 
service company, fell by $2 
after a profits warning. 


AROUND THE WORLD S MARKETS 


NEW YORK 


TOKYO 


^"Ifran 


LONDON 

blue chips failed to hold their best 

levels but, in exceedingly thin 
trading. Footsie managed to close 
with a 713-point advance to 5^11.5. 

The supporting indices also 
made progress. Ritures activity 
was behind some gains and the 
usual plethora of New Year tips was 
another relevant factor. Asda, the 
superstores chain, remained under 
the influence of takeover rumours 
with the shares scoring a 4J5p gain 
to 163.25p as speculators banked on 
a bid from US retailing chain, 'Wal- 
Mart. Derek Pain, page 13 


NEW YORK shares drifted 
upwards, as higher than expected 
holiday sales in the US 
compensated for a foil in Internet 
stocks. In early afternoon 
tr adin g, the Dow Jones rose 0.3 
per cent to 9.256, while the 
Nasdaq fell 0.25 per cent to 2,174. 

Amazon.com, the online 
bookseller, fell 3.5 per cent, and 
Charles Schwab, the on-fine 
brokerage, dropped 5.5 per cent 
as Investors took profits after 
Monday’s surge in Internet 
stocks. 


A SURGE in on-line Christinas 
shopping in the US, coupled with a 
late flurry of futures trading, saw 
Japanese shares post their largest 
gain in four weeks yesterday, with 
the benchmark Nikkei index 
gaining l per cent to close at 
13,846. 

Computer stocks led the way, 
with Softbank, the software 
wholesaler which owns a stake in 
Internet directory Yahoo!, surging 
6 per cent, and Fujitsu, Japan’s 
biggest computer producer, adding 
2 per cent 


a 

DESPITE A lack of activity in the 
run-up to the euro, shares in 
German companies continued 
the upward trend of the previous 
four trading days, with the 
benchmark DAX index gaining 
0.3 per cent to finish at 5,056. 

Munirfa Re. the world’s largest 
reinsurer, rose nearly 2 per cent, 
while rival Allianz gained 2.5 per 
cent as investors expect 
European insurance companies 
to increase competitiveness once 
the single currency comes into 
being. 


HONG KONG 

HONG KONG shares closed slightly 
higher yesterday, with a lack of any 
real buying interest mitigated by 
some futures-related activity. The 
Hang Seng index closed at 10,225, a 
0.5 per cent gain on the day. 

“It has been a lousy year," said 
one trader. “A lot of funds see no 
need to go back into the market 
and take more risks.” 

Lai Sun Development, the 
property firm, gained 16 per cent 
on news that it would sell a state in 
its Chinese property arm to repay 
HK$20bn of debt 
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Another turbulent year for shares 


ONE OF the most troubling aspects 
when assessing the outlook for the 
equity market in 1999 is the sense 
that the lessons of 1998 are still not 
dear; even at this stage. 

While the decisive global policy 
response in the final months of the 
year has clearly restored calm to 
world markets, it is impossible to say 
whether the underlying tensions 
have been resolved If there is one 
lesson that we should have learnt 
in 1998 it is modesty as the limits 
to our understanding of the global 
financial system became painfully 
dean 

Nevertheless, highlighting these 
uncertainties does not free us from 
the seasonal task of previewing the 
year ahead for the equity market. 

An appraisal of the broad eco- 
nomic outlook looks like a good place 
to start The story here seems 
straight forward. Inflationary pres- 
sures will probably continue to ease 
worldwide, but there should be no 
recession, either in the UK or in the 
global economy 

While at face value this seems a 
reassuring economic scenario, the 
undertying reality may be less com- 
forting. Low real growth is one 
thing, low inflation another, but 
having both at once is unfamiliar ter- 
ritory for the UK economy. 

Nominal GDP growth in the UK 
looks set to be around 3 per cent in 
1999, the slowest growth in 30 years. 
This, of course, is not just a UK 
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Modest valuations 
and strong liquidity 
flows should provide 
good support 


theme, but part of a much wider 
global phenomenon which should 
see lower growth across Europe in 
1999 and in the US as well 

As companies are discovering, 
this is a world in which sales growth 
is bard to generate, requiring cut- 
backs in costs and investment to 
preserve profitability The recent 
trend in analysts’ earnings forecasts 
illustrates how these pressures are 
mounting. 

Analysts began 1998 expecting 
earnings growth of 10 per cent for 
theyear But as the graph displays, 
it has been downhill ever since. The 
latest estimate shows that analysts 


now expect earnings to foil tty more 

than 1 per cent in 1998. The final out- 
come wiH probably be closer to -5 
percent 

This process has by no means 
run its course. Forecasts for earn- 
ings growth in 1999 show analysts 
once again starting the year ex- 
pecting earnings to expand at a dou- 
ble-digit rate. So much for low 
nominal growth. The out-turn looks 
likety to be closer to zero than the 
current 12 per cent consensus fore- 
cast. 

If that seems a recipe for a bad 
year ahead for the equity market, 
it is worth noting that the trend in 
the overall equity market has typ- 
ically been only weakly correlated 
with forecast revisions. Further- 
more, growth is not the only factor 
driving equity markets, and it is of 
some comfort that other key influ- 
ences are sending more positive 
signals. 

Economic policy is the first of 
these. While a world of low eco- 
nomic growth is one in which prof- 
its will expand more slowly than in 
the past, it is also a world of greater 
economic stability. With inflation 
and output volatility having fallen 
to historical lows and the economy 
exhibiting few signs of major fi- 
nancial imbalances, policy can con- 
tinue to ease in 1999. 

Base rates look set to fall from 
today's 6.25 percent towards 5 per 
cent with most of the cuts taking 
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place in the first half of the year Fur- 
ther rate cuts look likety in the US 
and across Europe. 

For equities, the prospect of fur- 
ther interest rate cuts provides en- 
couragement to look through 
earnings downgrades and to focus 
an the prospect of growth recover- 
ing from late 1999. This is a global 
theme, to be reinforced in the UK 
by favourable fiscal measures. Both 
the cuts in corporation tax and the 
abolition of Advance Corporation 
Tax (ACT) in April will boost cor- 
porate profitability. 

The second area of comfort for 
the equity market is valuation. Al- 
though equity analysts may be slow 
to acfjust their forecasts in the face 


of slowing growth, markets move 
swiftly. Current bond/equity valua- 
tions show that equities have al- 
ready priced in a considerable 
degree of bad news. Indeed, the 
stock market is cheaper relative to 
bonds than it has been during recent 
recessions. While the easing of eco- 
nomic policy in 1999 should promote 

a re-rating of equities against bonds, 
at the very least it should strength- 
en the valuation floor 

In a valuation context, the 
prospect of structurally lowinflation 
should reinforce this more positive 
cyclical story in 1999. While earnings 
may grow more slowly in a low in- 
flation era, these earnings are like- 
ly to be of higher quality and more 


durabfe than m the past, and there- 
fore warrant a higher rating. There 
is strong empirical evidence of this 
inverse relationship between equi- 
ty inflation If infla- 

tion is historicalty low, then P/E 
multiples can stay historically high. 
Our own inflation valuation models 
would suggest that fair value on the 

UKmarket is pretty dose to the cur- 
rent rating. 

The third positive theme for the 
equity market in 1999 is liquidity. 
While liquidity fundamentals look 
healthy enough at the start of the 
yean the combination of falling in- 
terest rates and changes to both 
corporate tax and personal tax 
look set to strengthen these influ- 
ences throughout the year; most no- 
tably in the first half. 

Fbr tiie second year running, 
1999 maywefl see the corporate sec- 
tor emerging as the biggest buyer 
of UK equities. M&A activity is 
booming, new insurance is scarce 
and share buybacks should remain 
widespread, boosted by the aboli- 
tion of ACT in April 

Taking all these flows together; 
companies look set to be net buy- 
era ofUK shares tothe tune of some 
£20bn in 1999, in the process adding 
more cash to already bulging in- 
stitutional coffers. 

The retail i nvestor also looks set 
to be a big buyer in 1999. The 
prospect of PEPS disappearing is 
likety to encourage one final fling 


by private investors to use up al- 
lowances in March and April while 
it is still posable 
Lower interest rates should re- 
inforce this trend, a theme that may 

fti<m influence institutional asset al- 
location in 1999. 

While every rate cut improves 
equitymartet fundamentals, it also 
diminishes the appeal of cash as a 
rival asset It is notable that theyear 
b eg ins with pension funds holding 
almost 7 per cent of their assets in 
pash, a weighting last seen in the 
early 1990s when interest rates 
were well into double digits. 

In s ummar y, while the prospect 
of frequent and sizeable earnings 
downgrades in the eariy months of 
the year will weigh heavily on the 
equity mar ket in 1999, modest val- 
uations and strong liquidity flows 
should provide good support 

As tteyear progresses, the ben- 
eficial impact of the easier policy en- 
vironment should become more 
apparent sustaining the market's 
advance towards our estimate of 
around 6200 on the FTSE 100 by the 
year end. 

While global influences should 
also become more supportive as the 
year progresses, we believe they 
remain capable of producing mean- 
ingful bouts of turbulence along the 
way. Expect surprises. 

Paul O'Connor is an equity strate- 
gist at Credit Suisse First Boston 
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New Year tips brighten a 
lacklustre day for Footsie 


i *T LOOKED at one time as if 
Footsie would reclaim the 6,000 
points level last visited in July. 

But on a day renown for tra- 
ditionally thin trading, blue 
chips were unable to hang on 
to their best levels and the 
index dosed with a 74 s gain to 
5.941.5. 

New Year tips, real and ru- 
moured. provided some inter- 
est but as in variably happens at 
this time of theyear offices ex- 
isted with a skeleton staff. 
Miny big hitters were away and 
jse left in charge were more 
likely to make the type of pre- 
cautionary move which often 
amplifies share movements. 

The advent of the euro, 
prompting some big investors 
to sit on the sidelines, also re- 
stricted trading. 

The Stock Exchange at- 
tempted to pierce the malaise 
by reporting it had enjoyed an- 
other record year with domes- 
tic volume up per cent 
Supporting shares moved 
ahead The mid cap index rose 
30.7 to 4.843.5 and the small cap 
9.3 to 2,061.7. Not for the first 
time General Electric Co was 
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under scrutiny as it, and others, 
continued to play the euro de- 
fence game. The shares were 
at one time 39p higher at a 580p 
a share peak. They closed &5p 
up at 549.5p. 

GEC is now said to be con- 
centrating its corporate en- 
deavours on four possible 
merger partners, including 
British Aerospace which has, 
on and off been in the group’s 
sights for years. 

In fact six years ago. when 
BAe limped along at around 
30p, GEC took a close interest 
in the then ailing group but de- 


cided not to bid. Others said to 
be in talks with GEC are Lock- 
heed Martin and Northrop 
Grumman, the US groups, and 
Thomson-CSF of France, part 
owned by the French govern- 
ment which is said to be keen 
for talks to open. 

Peter Craine. GEC’s director 
of government relations, said: 
“It is too eariy to say who the 
front runner is." 

BAe. firm at 5l8p, was on the 
verge of clinching a deal with 
DaimlerChrysler of Germany 
before GEC barged into the 
fray. 

Insurance shares had to con- 
tend with suggestions the hol- 
iday storms will cost the 
industry more than £100m: 
GRE was off 6p at 344p. 

British Petroleum was 
down 8p at 9085p. Just one 
hurdle remains to be cleared 
before its huge merger with 
Amoco can go ahead - clear- 
ance from the US Federal 
TTade Commission. 

There are hopes the Feder- 
al TTade Commission will stir 
today allowing the deal to be 
completed tomorrow, fftomor- 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



Notice to customers 
of Halifax International 
(Jersey) Limited. 

Halifax International (Jersey) Limited announces revised interest 
rates effective from 1st January 1999. 


BALANCE 

ANNUAL INTEREST 
GROSS PA. 
(CURRENT) 

ANNUAL INTEREST 
GROSS RA. 
(FROM 01/01/99) 

MONTHLY INTEREST 
GROSS PA. 
(FROM 01/01/99) 

HALIFAX PREMIUM INTERNATIONAL 

£100,000+ 

7.15% 

6.75% 

6.55% 

£50,000+ 

7.10% 

6.70% 

6.50% 

£25,000+ 

6.90% 

6.50% 

6.31% 

HALIFAX DEPOSIT INTERNATIONAL 

£100.000+ 

6.80% 

6-40% 

6.22% 

£50,000+ 

6.60% 

6.20% 

6.03% 

£25,000+ 

6.55% 

6.15% 

5.98% 

£10,000+ 

6.10% 

5.70% 

5.56% 

£5.000+ 

5.30% 

5.15% 

5.03% 

It you have less than £25,000 in your Halifax Premium International account it will earn 
interest at the equivalent Halifax Deposit International rate. If you have less than £5,000 in 
your Halifax Premium International account or Halifax Deposit International account we will 
only pay you interest of 2.85% gross p.a. If you have less than £500 in your Halifax Premium 
International account or Halifax Deposit International account we will only pay you interest 
of 1.00 % gross p ia. “Gross" means we will not take any tax off the interest we pay. 


row’s deadline is missed it is 
hoped the merger will go 
through next week. The new be- 
hemoth’s capitalisation will be 
around £85bn. the biggest on 
the stock market 

Asda, up 4.25p to 163J!5p, 
again responded to Wal-Mart 
bid rumours and Enterprise Off 
regarded as another takeover 
candidate, improved 5.5p to 
293p. 

As if to underline the low 
level of trading, the two shares 
leading the Footsie leader 
board were its most illiquid 
constituents. 

Schroders rose 64p to I367p 
with volume put at 120,000 
shares and the investment 
house’s non voting shares 
gained 51J>p to 996.5p with just 
7,597 shares on the screen. 

Takeover activity in the hol- 
iday industry, plus hopes of a 
bookings stampede, lifted 
Thomson Travel il.5p to 
I60.5p. The shares are still 
below the spring-time flotation 
price and the I99p touched 
soon afterwards. 

On the day of England's sur- 
prising Test victory against 
Australia, cricket coverage be- 
came a live issue with Galaxy 
Media and Television Corpo- 
ration hoping to catch the next 
world cup. 

Galaxy, up 25p to 76.5p, said 
it may bid fbr the next two Wbrid 
Cup competitions and TC, 
which has won the contract to 
cover domestic Tfest matches 
for Channel 4, will “almost cer- 
tainly attempt to cover the 
World Cup. TC shares gained 
15p to 235p. 


Quadrant Healthcare 
slipped 2.5p to 775p after 16.7 
million shares issue d when a 
company called Andaris was ac- 
quired were sold at 77.5p. No- 
mura appears to have picked up 
the stock, lifting its stake to 
28.17 per cent 

Zetters, thinking of split- 
ting itself into separate bingo 
and football pool companies, 
lost 9p to H8-5p. United Car- 
riers, where entrepreneur 
Luke Johnson has picked up 7 Jl 
per cent, advanced 7p to 33J>p. 

Takeover hopes again in- 
spired European Motor, up 8p 
at 70p, and motor dealer DC 
Cook reversed 1.5p to 215p as 
a Henderson fund trimmed its 
stake to 7 per cent 

Trafficmaster, the vehicle 
security group, had an uncer- 
tain session, ending 21p lower 
at 532 Jjp. 

A report that its new anti- 
theft device was unsafe found 


ARTISAN, the house 
building and 
pub/res taurant 
refurbishment business 
that demerged from what 
is now Environmental 
Property Services earlier 
this month, is due to start 
work in January on 
contracts worth £3.8m. 

They include a new 
Belgo restaurant at 
London’s Ladbroke Grove 
and a Pizza Express at 
Amersham. 

Artisan shares have 
fallen from around 6p to 
4p since the demerger 
while EPS is 8,75p. 


little sympathy with stockbro- 
ker Rallik. 

“We believe the concerns 
raised were over played and the 
dip in the price is an opportu- 
nity to buy,” it said. 

MSB International, the IT 
recruitment group, made fur- 
ther headway, up 47.5p to 
3575p. An upbeat trading state- 
ment earlier this month has lift- 
ed the shares from a I40p low. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 286.5 million 
SEAQ TRADES: 35,620 
GILT INDEX: N/A 


I Ullllbl — ' ' 

Limited on 01534 759840 (from within the UK) or + 44 1534 759840 
; (from outside the UK). 
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DUNFERMLINE 


New Borrower's Interest Rate 

Dunfermline Building Society’s variable rate for new 
mortgages for owner-occupiers is now 7.45%. 

Rate* for other types of lending are available on 
request. 

Notice to Existing Borrowers 

From 1 January 1999, the Society's variable rates of interest for 
existing homwets will be reduced by 0.50% pa gross. Fbr 
borrowers with fixed rate mortgages, this change will affect 
the rate charged after the fixed rate period. 

Borrowers on the budget repayment scheme are nor required 
to take any action and individual notices will lx issued to 
Ninwwers outwith the scheme. 
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$lbn a day outflow hits 
Brazilian share prices 


SHARE PRICES in Brazil dived 
as capital flows out ofthe coun- 
try hit the $lbn mark for the sec- 
ond day running yesterday. 

The amount of money that 
has left the country in Decem- 
ber has reached almost $6bn, 
compared with just under $2bn 
in November 

The capital flight has topped 
the amount of emergency fi- 
nance Brazil has so far received 
under a $4L6bn rescue package 
led by the International Mone- 
tary Flood, announced at the be- 
ginning of December 

The faster pace of capital out- 
flows reflects both year-end ad- 
justments tty foreign investors 
choosing not to roll over ma- 


By Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 


hiring debt, and nervousness 
about whether the country will 
satisfy the terms of the IMF-led 
loans. These require a huge 
cut in the government’s budget 
deficit, but eariier this month the 
BraziEan Congress rejected pro- 
posal fw- narrowing the gap be- 
tween spending and revenues. 
New proposals are due to be de- 
bated in January. 

However; with interest rates 
at 30 per cent to protect the cur- 
rency’s peg against the US dol- 
lar, Brazil faces a deep 
recession. This is making maity 
politicians unwilling to agree to 


the spending cuts required by 
the IMF programme. 

But the Rind’s credibility is 
at stake as it was criticised for 
its handling of the Asian crisis. 
Arenewed crisis in Brazil would 
prove deeply embarrassing. 

The US Treasury is also de- 
termined to make a success of 
the Brazilian rescue. *-if Brazil 
hits trouble, the rest of Latin 
America would pick op the con 
tagion, and US banks are par- 
ticularly exposed to the region." 
said Stephen Lewis, chief econ- 
omist at Monument Derivatives. 

The Sao Paolo Bovespa index 
fell 2.7 per cent yesterday after 
a near 4 per cent decline on 
Monday. 


NOTICE OF MORTGAGE RATE CHANGE 


The variable rote of mortgage interest will decrease by 0.50K> from 1st January /W 
This notice is applicable to borrouvrs whose mortgage payments are updated annually. 

The effect of this change will be Included in the Annual Update of payments in January /:<■>» 

STROUDS; SWINDON STROUD^. SWINDON 

BUILDING SOCIETY mohtgage company limited 


NOTICE OF INTEREST RATES 

ON INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS 

I he ;o!!nu til :< uite/e.-t nnr currently nujrkcu ci brunch bused 

elite! tt;i csimcttf at o units hcomte ijlicrit c h>..u !<t Jcuumrx 



120 Day Account 

£100,000 and over 

7.16 

6.60 

5.28 

(Annual Interest Rates) 

£50,000 to £99,999 

6.80 

6.30. 

5.CW 


£25,000 to £49,999 

6.55 

6.00 

4.80 


£10,000 to £24.999 

6.00 

5.50 

4.40 


£5,000 to £9,999 

5.75 

5.25 

420 


£2.000 to £4^99 

5.00 

4.50 

3.60 

60 Day Account 

£50,000 and over 

5.90 

5.40 

4.32 

(Annual Interest Rates) 

£25,0 00 to £49,999 

5.50 

5.00 

4.00 


£10,000 to £24,999 

5.25 

4.75 

3.80 


£5,000 to £9,999 

4.50 

4.00 

3.20 


£2,000 to £4,999 

4.25 

3.75 

3.00 

Tessa 

wttti Annual Interest 

7.00 

6.40 

5.12 

Branch Instant 

with Annual Interest 

5.26 

4.76 

3.81 

Classic Gold 

£50,000 and over 

4.30 

3.80 

3.04 

(Annual interest Rates) 

£25.000 to £49,999 

4.00 

3.50 

2.80 


£1 0,000 to £24,999 

3.60 

3.10 

2.46 


£5.000 to £9,999 

3.10 

2.60 

2.08 


£500 to £4.999 

2.55 

2.05 

1.54 


£5 to £499 

2.00 

2.00 

1.60 

Money Box Account 

£500 and over 

6.50 

6.00 

4.80 

(Annual Interest Raisa) 

£5 to £499 

6.25 

5.75 

4.60 

[ Treasurer's Trust Account e5o,ooo and over 

3.65 

3.15 

2.52 

(Annual Interest Rates) 

£25,000 to £49,999 

3.20 

2.70 

2.16 


£10,000 to £24,999 

2.70 

2.50 

2.00 


£5,000 to £9,999 

2.45 

2.25 

1.80 


£500 to £4.999 

2.20 

2.10 

1.68 


£5 to £499 

2.00 

2,00 

1.60 

I Instant Account eso.ooo and over 

6.85 

6.35 

5.08 

(Annual Interest Rates) 

£25,000 to £49.999 

6.35 

5.80 

4.64 


£10,000 to £24,999 

6.05 

5.50 

4.40 


£5,000 to £9,999 

5.85 

5.30 

4.24 


£2,000 to £4,999 

5.55 

5.00 

4.00 

IP,'! *i, ..J.-iTCl 


7.00 

6.50 

mnml 

( An nuaH merest Rates) 


7.00 

6.50 

5.20 



7.00 

6.45 

5.16 



6.75 

6.20 

4.96 



6.25 


4.56 


1. The mniixnd tuta nv lile pass Ma Aiwii iotr Na fairs of iiuow jit firr illunranr purpjoc* .Mill jih! jib ,u |..;r ii,.. 
JeUurtion fi»*n ihcptra roc of Income ckm rtie appropriate rue rcunonh STC, i ohrt mij tc n.-rtainvd |» „.*> u- 

2. AH imerot taws referred to In the oceee aid in ihesc notes arc rattte e-oxpt what stated Thu tnqik.fK'-i i l:l r,. Tv _-.i ’ 
payments a set out In the t tarns and rtmtlrtw* of e«h account Ikuc. 

far in mthly taremr arrtxmct, thc^rra monthly applied me has bun jdliwcd u- mwic rhit die ierr,.vinj,_-,j U imai rj t ._ 
ctmanues to eiqiol the poo rate paid in 3nniu) Interest acoiunu. .Ml «her rtjwsi jnJ (nrntr fc.vjc *.■ r.m-. snw 
decreased. FuB Jeeafe of traerest rates on all account* ait avaiUbte at all twanrhc5 nftheS.tn.tr 

HEAD OFFICE RQWCROFT'STROUD GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL5 3BG TCUS»HONE01453 ?&70i | 
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- f 



14/MANAGED FUNDS 


h Bn tF n 


*** 


AM MB9 PeeHaoka Ltd 

GitnStIBemi 72485 383 1 14 438 SN 

145 73 15401 D08 404 5® 

335JD 357 1? -1 07 036 500 

57.21 BOB! -003 i« 500 

10083 107 05 D70 034 800 


takykwra 
tow a 
i Brora 


MB Coven Thai Ud 


4 Battk Bridgs Ibh, Laodn SE1 2IB 


Tot 0171378 7873 

American General 38814 38628 515 017 500 
10503 nu 3.08 000X000 
163* 17507 ** BOO 550 
61 31 6555 1 33 103X5* 
17351 17960 ON 218 300 
957 96? 0CJ1 5?5 050 

17101 17352 3.66 257X050 
07* 90 00 0* 655 325 
4M« 45400 823 000X500 
Euraami 3r*w 18380 2S7G9 530 000X550 
FTHtMSOMn 37 06 10360 3 75 IBS 5.50 
•3.89 2512 040 5 75 5M 
4319 46* 1 75 0 00 550 
15ZJ0 162 BB 445 (LOO 550 


Amman toCos 
American Stagr 
Asa Fas 
Stored Exana 
Con 

Cot 5 Gn Ei 
Garonne om 
E u^em Genoa 

, i^agi 

FT&IMKOtert 
GcoedUX Me* 
GMrt Strategy 
Seiler On 


BranautaiGnmo lars? zoo* 589 oil 550 


104* 11050 1 1B a00 5* 
12250 OH 2.46 0J» IDO 
5963 6330 -O *6 000 550 

101 18 10168 005 000 500 
4444 47.75 091 799550 
119 IB HAD 106 ODD 300 
8559 0164 M9 0 00 5.50 
426 449 4)03 575 550 

43054 45600 224 I BO 500 

UKEsuf/S*»unl 11574 12325 377 2.02X550 
lRtato 1883 19JB 0 14 575 500 

UKSafewred 14206 15182 0.11 DOO 550 

IK Setter Cos 0070 S5i7 035 03 550 

1C Be* 348 357 4)03 4 00 550 

lUnad 935i ag.c oi8 dub 550 
2783 2942 022 450 525 


Jan Geaenl 
■haw latter 
L 404 Ijnricsn 
ttmueki 
Mart* krone 
Pad*: 

Facie smegy 
UK Dear 

UK EouBt Gcnwai 


USE**/! 

l£Mn 


34 31 
3846 
1336 
2125 


UA tea Ufa Find Km 

AnotowtiAcE 142.60 
Bjtnced Acc 
BateM lx 
EHtrilEaaO 
BueJfmWhAa: 
SWfttlttlc 
oaonaPW itee 

DeartiaH 
taWuHn to 
EmcnAMsAcc 
total 
Etnpa 

EutumJnOitec 
Ertra tonne tec 
Efla Incan*- Inc 
FraEosCwiAACT 
General act 
iterate: 

SSliftodtl 
Gfc&FtertaAcc 
(Mrttan 
nghakcAcc 

Hffrerkiclnc 
Japan 

JjJW&w Sitec 
UgaGKMMcc 
UdrtVYttlAa 
MgMvnMtec 
MgdK&MhAcc 
Ma*eMwttiC 
NOTtorcica 

taSt&EM 
PidfcGwtti 
IkGrort Ate 


1509(1 4)60 0 00 5 00 

BCJ4 88 IT 157 1 87 ODD 

7433 7907 141 1.67 600 

13050 13880 330 235X600 
16850 I79N 4 30 3 87 600 
104 70 111.40 270 357 600 
64 55 68 67 0 35 000 500 
36 46 008 256X500 
4090 aW T5ffl 500 
1421 005 027 EDO 

2261 001 149 5 00 

56620 60200 10 00 OB) 600 

16260 172* 170 0 33 5 00 

6060 64 IE) 005 533 500 
4365 46 07 00? 533 5 00 

103 60 11020 020 ODD 500 
95220 101100 7 00 2 41 500 
76220 8ian 6 20 241 5 00 
10720 11120 020 408 150 
27010 28520 030 4 88 5 50 
13080 139 JO 010 012X600 
123600 1315 00 3600 411 600 
61100 E50ED 1 7 90 4 31 6 00 
3368 3584 0 53 0 00 6 00 

7223 7825 111 0.00 500 

132.60 140 90 0.40 037 500 
18000 132-30 2 90 259X500 
13290 130 70 2 00 2 59X500 
15930 163.40 100 7J8X5 00 
11760 129 00 1* 238X500 
51550 54840 -1.10 0 DO 600 
3CJI0 296 30 -I TO 065 600 
3230 3428 4108 0 84 500 

iroo 140 JO 050 1.73 SCO 

UK 6BW91 A* IE SLW56 80 89870 1760 209 600 
Ik Grow® K (5 & L ►406.70 432.70 ’060 209 600 
Ik Brora ACT 13720 14800 220 211 500 

U*W»mB>C 8417 89 54 134 2 11 500 

Ik Sm*r Co; 4132 4417 124 203 5* 


755 " 


m iar *f- w 


tea 

RHtfuctec 
Pontetohe 
UK Sort) 

UK Grawti Sire 
UK Sitter Q» 


"Bt, 

Cfct*i 

«M5 «.5Z 0 72 ON 5* 
373.40 402.80 210 1 50 5 00 
193J0 20170 100 1 50 500 
15250 1KLS0 MO 1.10 BOO 
9296 94 04 069 2JOXOOO 

lift 10 126 70 1 10 050. 500 


oetrM 

OnaxGmMx 


9494 8533 0 77 DIO ODD 


AmertanarWcc 

BWWWX 

UmBMc 

EnpnGraititec 

Eupntowtts 

UiHfldH 

QttftafttfK 
toper vieiato 
notoiwiK 
M Sped Qpre he 
HSpedOppsAa 
Japan 
Japrete 
Ungad PorWo 

UjntORpUlMcc 

PaefcQowti 
tartc&wmtes 
Sitter Cos 
torts CWArr 
UK General 
IKGmraiAcc 


17856 

17329 

24464 

20127 

258.41 

253.00 

119.44 

15834 

13459 

7993 

21151 

216.75 

3895 

30.95 

65.79 

6902 
9871 
9972 
156 87 
19024 
1022 
15108 


Ltd 

1 63.94 -0 08 
18051 JL08 
254 84 5 78 
21377 485 
269.18 2.72 
2054 288 
1377 001 
16201 001 
14030 065 
8326 038 
3654 117 
2378 118 
4057 097 
4057 067 
6853 029 
7253 0J0 
10282 OOO 
10388 -101 
11381 081 
198 IB 070 
13877 0» 
158 00 028 


0* 4.00 
000 400 
0 71 4 00 
071 400 
000 4.00 
000 4 00 
65SK3S0 
659 350 
330 4 00 
330 400 
0.00X 400 
ooa 400 

aaa 400 

ODD 400 
133 4* 
133 400 
12B 400 
128 400 
104 4 00 
104 400 
244X400 
244 400 


CIS Bolt Manes lid 

baton 24020 25280 1 40 1.48(5.00 

UK Oar* 302.70 319 60 220 129 5.00 

UKhcone 20790 21660 120 323 500 



UM Ball Treat MgniM 

6903 7307 0J6 134 000 

30740 21B40 4)10 400 000 
13700 14600 100 014 000 
175 97 IBS -20 -1 10 092 000 
51220 E4B0Q 400 103 QDO 

30550 32370 210 103 000 

49 07 5156 013 J 90 aoo 
36720 39200 2 DO 1 19 $25 
397.70 310 40 >00 276 000 

587.40 62200 200 273 000 

17080 ISO 80 000 273 000 

26740 28400 210 0.11 0 00 
2806 3027 011 000 000 
40870 433 £0 340 000 am 
347 12 364 JO 210 1 38 ODO 





14000 149.00 0.70 1.78 ON 

7506 8008 005 1.77 000 

17030 17060 100 057 150 

163 JO 17280 050 103 150 

15800 16620 1.10 097 500 

151.10 159.50 OSO 028 150 

81J7 81.77 033 1 05 <UD 

HON 148.40 -060 215 5* 

5703 6120 020 308 BOO 

354.10 376 60 050 219 000 


nM8ri*miB*ns«RiM 

Arateaa 79780 (IBS 2400 000 525 

?B72Dlttfd) 230 000 526 
14.43 HM 0« 000 525 
ioin laooo an ax oao 

12956 12956 010 830 000 



220 QUO 525 
1 10 0 40 525 
613 0.19 5J5 
160 310 505 
014 4.43 400 
100 391 505 
203 1* 505 
270 090 525 
058 000 52S 
009 SN 000 

_ 1610 048 535 

35600 35150 150 213 000 
C51BIW) 029 296 525 
30 5UIAII 000 8.19 ooa 
*236 (tM) 005 222 ON 
9077 9077 1.04 BOO 505 
12100 131 GO 100 000X525 
60 56 (Mid) 009 304 525 
87590 fed) 280 129 525 
IS SSOikUt -17 0 134 5* 
16840(1*0 1.1D 1.16 S3 

3251 3*27 OS 000 525 



rmt Mlq N 

an*. 

(K GmMncorK BC4850 4909 023 404 £25 
UK Ms 23400 23500 100 248 000 

tK5mrtvC» 7243 7700 027 004 525 


teekaOim 
junsfcre kfex 
EmtOTIOQ 
EsopM* Gem® 
GUrtBaxf 
HtfltOTB 
Jam Cm* 
J9«IW* 
JapsitodteCK 


974 BO mn 00 -205 
49CL30 452-BO .150 
32220 300 

26240 27*20 220 
Z2W 2310 001 
15090 16100 090 
198.10 207.70 1 90 
490S 50.11 101 
1919 2UE 032 


000 525 
029 DOO 

0* on 

000X5* 
443 525 
539X5* 
ON 325 

031 on 
on 625 


fHUmFiaa 

ASM 3124 3548 -022 Isa 525 

HopgKav&mft 129-50 13820 -0.40 203 525 


Beta Fred am dregs 5p*< 

Bn Giw® rts doge ia pa art 


MOtaMTiMi 
AcaaMfeo 
BMandte 
BaMadhc 
QnrtiAcc 
GrprKllK 


LUd 


toameAcc 


W 4108 
3009 8529 
7208 7S7S 
4774 5003 
4406 4757 
4131 4381 
4700 5037 


030 228 700 
008 IS 200 

034 222 5SO 
002 IS 500 
030 13 550 
028 309X500 
033 009 500 


Am 

Asm 

Bead 


Ok 


■X 

( BrsrJi 


ten DdU Trast 
Ancndl WTOCT 62800 670801280 020 600 
AsttftOtC 19440 30790 160 060 GOO 
Asst X tamos 36BJO 39390 Z« 109X600 
CapUHnaviAa 1E7.D0 16700 020 538 ODD 
CmfendE Gromi 907; 0651 069 311 600 

EOted 87 87 93 48 053 194 600 

EucWAfl Capitd 277.70 29700 500 023 GOO 
faQOOBCkttXAa: 103 80 324m S« 021 ADO 
EOT Intone 4168 4404 021 831X600 
Gob* 317 30 358 80 10D 2 76 6.00 

GO & fata ft 1GO JO 17070 430 52UGOO 

EWul CwDl 8 Sec 8T33 8808 4)13 196 G0O 

7901 84 90 1 43 0 37 6D0 

74230 25910 120 375 600 

16070 17190 270 000 600 

7900 8499 080 000 otp 

4689 50.15 4)02 136 6 00 

5695 MW 030 421X600 
30020 214 10 179 136 60D 
IK? 50 194 10 130 158 500 
196 70 20920 1 40 1 58 500 
230 80 24600 660 000 GOD 
29070 308 JO -070 3 73X 6 00 


GWW1 flpps 
hj*i k Eaitiy 
DKfidkxd 
Jsjh 

Lam Amencan 
Mraped kioome 


Oapd-Cm arm Butt Trast ptn ltd 

towtan&Gai 34700 357 5) 0 70 000 500 

AmtnBtienAcc 36990 WHO 080 000 500 

1E050 17040 1 70 000 5m 

15020 15950 160 DOO 500 

59 70 6353 0J9 545 5m 

7305 77 70 047 5 45 5m 

>1716 12D1D 000 S18X2n 
73830 78500 -1 40 1 46 500 

9C.00 ircraso »w 4js 500 

591.40 62920 4 90 435 500 

4922 S202 ft?? 000 500 

4923 52.03 172 ODO 500 

123 19 13106 0 56 2.40 5 00 
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FA Cup: Brian Talbot will tackle Leeds with a squad of full-time players roared on by a capacity crowd at Nene Park 


No flaws in Rushden’s diamonds 





By Phil 
Shaw 


t IN 1992, when Leeds 
United were kicking off 
the inaugural Premier 
League campaign as 
champions. 315 specta- 
tors gathered in the 
Northamptonshire town 
of Irthlingborough to 
watch Rushden & Diamonds start 
life by drawing with Biiston in the 
Beazer Homes League ^ Midland 
Division) . 

On Saturday, a full house of 6,472 
- more than the population of Irth- 
lingborough - will witness the latest 
chapter in the rise and rise of Rush- 
v den & Diamonds. Nene Park, rede- 
veloped as a stylish stadium within 
a sports and entertainment complex, 
plays host to Leeds in the third 
round of the FA Cup. 

The visionary behind the would- 
be giant-killers is the owner of the 
Doc Martens footwear empire. Max 
Griggs. When he merged Rushden 
Tbwn and Irthlingborough Diamonds 
and talked of League status by 2000, 
people questioned his sanity. They 
now lie third in the Conference, nine 
points behind nearby Kettering but 
with five games in hand. 

Leeds will no more encounter a 
bunch of plumbers, teachers and in- 
surance salesmen than a sloping 
mudheap or a damp dressing-room. 
Under the managership of Brian Thl- 
bot, the former England midfielder 
who holds the title of head coach. 
Rushden & Diamonds have nearly 
30 full-time players. 

With support booming - 4,400 
watched Monday's win over Woking 
- and the restaurants, bars, confer- 
ence facilities, gymnasium, sauna 
and banqueting suites thriving, Grig- 
gs is confident the club will become 
self-financing. In the meantime, 
perhaps the song played after every 
home game, “Diamonds are Fbrev- 
er”, should be followed by another 
tc/Vom the Shirley Bassey songbook. 
•-'Big Spender”. 

Photographs by David Ashdown & 
Northampton Evening Telegraph 


I WAS on the Northampton board 
when they played at the county 
cricket ground. I didn't see the point 
of putting a few million into a team 
rather than a dub. The set-up here 
is much more than a football dub. 
The Diamond Centre is a focal point 
for the community. The football’s the 
fun bit in the middle. 

IPs got to be fun or it isn't worth 
doing, is it? Wfe may have spent £20m 
creating all this but in a way we’ve 
just swapped money for assets. 
We've still got the land, a 70-acre site, 
so people who think we’ve just 
poured money into a non- League 
team are missing the point You cre- 
ate things around the dub to offset 
the costs. 

I once said 1 wanted to be in the 
League by the end of the century 
and we could actually do it ibis sea- 


MAX GRIGGS 


son. I think Wimbledon are great - 
the way they went through the di- 
visions was a great role model for 
us. It's not just a pipe-dream to be- 
lieve that we could get to the Pre- 
miership: we've got a catchment 
area of 200,000 people within 10 min- 
utes’ drive. 

We never considered switching 
this tie to Leeds. What would have 
been the point of building this 
lovely stadium if we had? I'm look- 
ing forward to seeing a full bouse 
of 6,000-phis for the first time. We've 
kept ticket prices at Conference lev- 
els so no one can say they were 
fleeced. The occasion is every- 
thing; whatever the result, I want 
to look back and say; That was a 
great day*. 


MY PRIORITY is to win promotion 
from the Conference, but this game 
with Leeds is a lovely distraction. 
When the chairman asked me to join 
the dub last year he said: ‘Come and 
have some fun’. Well it doesn't get 
much more enjoyable or exciting 

than this. 

If we had a bad playing surface 
and run-down facilities we might 
have had a chance. But it won’t be 
like Stevenage and Newcastle. We’ll 
treat Leeds with the respect they de- 
serve, which is immense. You ask 
David O'Leary which player he’d 
take off me and there wouldn't be 
one; Td take every one of his. David 
and I played together at Highbury 
and shared a room attheGrosvenor 
before the 1979 FA Cup final He was 
always a thinker 

Leeds will find that this is no or- 


BRIAN TALBOT 


dinary non-League set-up. to put 
it mildly but the perception of us 
as a wealthy dub puts pressure on 
my players. The supporters expect 
a lot of them because of the money 
that's been spent and the facilities 
here. They think we’ve got a 
divine right to win things, but no 
one has. 

All I know is that there’s only one 
League place available and we’re as 
good as aqy team in the Conference. 
It’s a shame some of the other 
chibs are a little jealous. We’re hos- 
pitable to them but we don't always 
get the same when we go away. 
Everyone tries that bit harder 
against us - they all want to beat the 
so-called Manchester United of non- 
League football 


WHEN I was 16 1 started watching 
Rushden Tbwn youth and reserves 
because a mate played for them, and 
I began following them. Our main 
ambition was survival We were get- 
ting gates of 50 to 100, and when we 
finished 14th in the Beazer Homes 
Premier Division we got demoted 
because the ground was in such dis- 
repair 

Like a lot of fans of the old Rush- 
den dub I was against the merger. 
We were only one level below the 
Conference and we didn't want to 
travel to Irthlingborough. But I 
came to the first match and decid- 
ed to keep records. Now I'm the un- 
official statistician. 

No one had any idea it was going 
to take off like this. We’re attracting 
new supporters yet there's no re- 
sentment about “glory-hunters”. 


MARK STRINGER 


People talk about “family" clubs - 
this realty is one. But I go to every 
away match and there's a definite 
animosity, blokes shouting: 'You 
think you can buy this league". 

I feel it's inevitable that we’ll get 
into the League. I remember seeing 
Wimbledon’s name on the Southern 
League championship shield. which 
made me think. It's like a roller- 
coaster ride. We don’t know where it'll 
lead though 1 can honestly see us 
reaching the Premiership. 

I work locally as a carpenter and 
everyone’s talking about the Leeds 
game. For me. making it a great day 
is more important than the result, 
as long as we don’t lose heavily. The 
publidty will help us attract the play- 
ers we need to keep going forward. 


THE PLAYER 


THE FOUNDER 


RAY WARBURTON 


UNTIL OCTOBER I was the 
Northampton captain and had led 
in two Wembley play-off finals. 
! ~i :.Ud big reservations about drop- 
ping into the Conference, but in the 
end I viewed it as a sideways step. 
Well certainly gp up to the Third Di- 
vision, if not this season then the 
next I was in League football for 15 
years and this is the most profes- 
sional set-up I’ve known. 

I signed in time to play in the 
fourth qualifying round at Leather- 
head and was fortunate enough to 
get a last-minute equaliser We won 
the replay 4-0, then put out Shrews- 
bury and Doncaster. Tm a York- 
shireman, from Rotherham, so to be 
dr-^wr. against Leeds was beyond my 
i i-Jr* test dreams. I only hope Tm fit 
J w. cuced my knee ligaments before 
Cnristmas. 

This is the biggest game the dub’s 
had, if not the most important New- 
castle came here for a friendly when 
Kevin Keegan was manager but a 
competitive match against a top Pre- 
miership side - that’s something else. 
If we hit top form and get the hide, and 
they don’t fancy it who knows? 



Leeds certainty won’t be able to raise their game. It’s like Nor th amp - well paid - though nowhere near the 
use the pitch or facilities as an ex- ton going to Efland Road or Hills- two grand a week some papers say 
cuse. That’s a problem for us in the borough. And when we play away we we’re on - and that riles some 
Conference: every visiting team get called “moneybags”. We are teams. 


TONY JONES 


I WAS among a group of lads who 
formed an Under-18 team in 1946. We 
were inspired by Moscow Dynamo, 
who had just completed their famous 
British tour so we called ourselves 
Irthlingborough Dynamos. We soon 
decided it was too copycat and 
amended it to Diamonds. 1 became 
secretary at 18 and it was my baby. 

We graduated to semi-pro level in 
the United Counties League, and in 
’69 we opened our own ground on 
this site. In the early 90s, with me 
getting older, crowds lower and 
money tighter, I decided I wanted 
out, provided the Diamonds lived on. 
1 offered the club to two ex-players 
who were businessmen. They said 
no, but Max agreed to take it on as 
long as I stayed on board as vice- 
chairman. 

Fbr two weeks be was chairman 
of Irthlingborough Diamonds. Then 
he said; ‘What about merging with 
Rushden? They’re in a mess’. I 
watched the stand and clubhouse 
we'd built get bulldozed away in two 
hours, but there are no regrets. Be- 
sides, the memories live on. One of 
the photos hanging in the various 



suites shows Brian Talbot awarding 
the prizes at our dinner 20 
years ago, soon after he'd joined Ar- 
senal. 

I regard this tie as a great op- 
portunity to project ourselves to 
players who don't want the stigma 


of going non-League. I watched 
Leeds at Arsenal and for half an hour 
their youngsters ran them ragged. 
I've never seen football played so 
fast So there’s a little bit of trepi- 
dation mixed in with a feeling of 
enormous excitement 


Futcher relaxed about his future direction 


YOU ARE a 42-year-old non-League 
mana ger with an FA Cup tie loom- 
ing. What better time to be hying out 

a new playing position? That is the 
situation of Paul Flitch er player-man- 
ager of Southport, of the Fbotbafi 
Conference, potential giant-killers 

when they host Leyton Orient at Haig 

Avenue on Saturday. 

A mere 26 years after starting his 
long League career as a central de- 
fender with his home-town club, 
Chesten FUtcher is trying midfield 
for size. Presumably, if that does not 
work out he can be expected to have 
a run up front with the youth team. 

“I played part of a season there 
for Oldham, but it's not a position I 
ever really saw myself playing," he 
says. “It's not something I could see 
myself doing for a long period of 
time, but for the last three or four 
games I haven’t had a lot of other op- 

^^jtiteber occupied more familiar 
t ‘.Titory when he brought himself 
as a substitute in Southport’s star- 
tling victory over Mansfield in the 
last round: indeed, there can hard- 


Southport’s manager has just taken on a new role in midfield. 
Can he con jure the downfall of Leyto n O rient? By Dave Hadfield 

Cup competitions are all very well. 



Paul Futcher: Has not even watched the opposition Peter Jay 


fy be a more experienced defender 
stitt playing at a good level in Britain. 
As a young up-and-comer at Luton, 
he looked a certainty for foil England 
caps, rather than the Under-21 and 
Fbotball League honours for which 
he ultimately had to settle. 

With his twin, Ron, veiy much as 
the makeweight, he was a big- 
money signing when Tbny Book 
was in charge at Manchester City, 
20 years and about as many man- 
agers ago. The returning Malcolm 
Allison never fended him as much 
and he left after two seasons, taking 
in Oldham, Derby, Barnsley, Halifa x 
and Grimsby on the rest of his 
League travels. 

“As a young piayer; 1 realty used 
to play it off the cuff. I used to stroke 
it about and, in those days, you could 
ahvays play it back to the goal- 
k ie pec but I still made the odd mis- 
take. 


T was a good player; but Td al- 
ways gireyou a chance. When 1 was 
at Luton as a 17-year-old, though, I 
was a bit like that lad at Villa, 
Gareth Barry” 

Notable prodigy as he was, Ritch- 
er reckons he played some of bis 
best - and certainly most mature - 
fbotbaD at Grimsby when he was al- 
ready deep into his mid-30s. He 
even had a spell in charge there on 
a care taker basis but was not want- 
ed when a permanent appointment 
was made. 

“Td played League football until 
39 and I just went to Drqylesden to 
keep fit But from there I got a phone 
call to be player-manager at Gres- 
ley and had a fair fat of success there 
for 18 months." 

He is now midway through his 
second season with Southport, hav- 
ing guided them to die final of the 
FA Thtphy in his first Adventures in 


of course, but the priority for a club 
that lost its League status must be 
the quest to reclaim it 

“Halifax have proved that it can 
be done and Macclesfield are in the 
Second Division, competing with 
the likes of Manchester City. Who 
would have thought that three years 
ago?" 

Southport are in mid-table in the 
Conference, having played less 
games than most of the dubs 
above them, but FUtcher does not 
believe that the FA- Cup is a dis- 
traction. 

‘‘But we've had a bit of luck in our 
Cup run that hasn't always been 
there in our league matches. We’ve 
been creating chances but not con- 
verting them, whereas at Mans- 
field we stuck a couple of good 
goals away." 

Drawing Southport cannot be 


counted as good luck for Orient, 
beaten by Conference opposition in 
the Cup for the past two seasons and 
rather unconvincing winners over 
another Conference side, Kingston - 
fan, in the second round. 

Futcher is so relaxed about it ail 
that be has not even watched the op- 


position and there is a good deal of 
League experience - starting with 
the goalkeeper Billy Stewart - in the 
Southport ride to help them take it 
all in their stride at Haig Avenue this 
Saturday. 

Fulcher’s personal best in die 
competition amounts to a couple of 


tastes of the quarter-finals. He was 
not planning to rush into a decision 
on what role he will play in this tie, 
but it is hard to imagine him resist- 
ing the temptation. He does, after 
all, live in the Yorkshire town of 
Hoimfirth, 70 miles from Southport, 
about 75 from the sea and famous 
as the setting for Last of the Sum- 
mer Wine. 

It could be the last swallow for 
FUtcher 

*Tm not going to go on flogging 
a dead horse, although I’m still fit,” 
he says. 

ft will not however the result 
goes, be the end of the FUtcber fam- 
ily involvement in the FA Cup. His 
sister’s son is Liverpool's Danny 
Murphy: another nephew. Stephen 
FUtchec is at Wrexham, while Raul’s 
own son, Ben, is a second year YTS 
trainee at Ol dham 

As for Ron, he lives around the 
corner in Hoimfirth and is a youth 
development officer at Bradford 
City. By FUtcher standards, he’s a 
bit of a half-hearted football man, 
though. He retired before he was 40. 
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Brilliant 

catch 

becomes 

catalyst 


TEST MATCHES don't co me 
much better than this. Ftom the 
very first ban on Sunday this 
elongated three-day match was 
a thriller. In the last act Eng- 
land left Australia a target of 175 
which (fid not at the time, seem 
enough, and they appeared to 
be eruisiiig to victory having 
passed a hundred fbrthe loss of 
only two wickets when sud- 
denly Mark Ramprakash pro- 
duced a catch which cannot 
often have been equalled in the 
history of the game. 

It broke the back of the Aus- 
tralians and showed that even 
this side of Mark Thyior’s has 
its mortal condition. The other 
side of the same coin was that 
it unleashed a flood of self- 
confidence within the England 
side which in turn led to self-be- 
lief and a mental hardness one 
had given up an hope of ever 
seeing from this lot 

Confidence is a strange wiD- 
o’-the-wisp. Here one-moment 
gone the next often for no ob- 
vious or apparent reason, but 
Ramprakash ’s catch was in- 
spirational- Alan Mullally 
bowled a short one to Justin 
Langer, who swivelled and 
hooted out of the middle of the 
bat with murderous power but 
without quite rolling his wrists 


CLOSE FINISHES 
IN ASHES TESTS 


The Oral 1902: England beat Australia 
by one wicket. 

Melbourne 1907-08: England beat 
Australia by one wicket. 

The Oral 1890: England beat Australia 
by two wickets. 

Sydney 1907-08: Australia beat England 
by two wickets. 

Old ItvlTard 1902: Australia beat 
England by three runs. 

IMboonM 1982-83: England beat 
Australia by three runs. 

S ydney 1884-85: Australia beat England 
by six runs. 

lint Oral 1882: Australia beat England 
by seven runs. 

Sydney 1884-85: England beat Australia 
by 10 runs. 

Melbourne 1998-99: England beat 
Australia by 12 runs. 


at the moment of impact At 
square leg Ijythe umpire, Ram- 
prakash’s first move was to the 
left and then, when his radar 
had picked up the signal that it 
was going the other way, he 
jack-knifed with incredible 
speed and somehow launched 
himself to his right With his 
body almost off the ground, his 
right arm outstretched seeking 
the guided missile, Ram- 
prakash reached into thin aic 
The ball struckat the base of his 
fingers and instinctively those 
fingers closed and he held on. 

He jumped up as bewildered 
as anyone and then, with a 
look which was somewhere on 
the borderline between hate 
and ecstacy, he threw the ball 
aloft and was submerged by his 
team-mates. After looking at 
the replays several times and 
from all the angles, it became 
a catch to be tucked away in the 
“Freak of Nature" fila 

Its immediate effect was to 
bring the side together as if 
some invisible puppet master 
hadjust picked up and tightened 
the strings of all 11 players. 

Even though no wickets fell 
for a few minutes and all Aus- 



Henry 

Blofeld 


IN MELBOURNE 


tralia will have been certain 
that with the Waugh twins to- 
gether a happy ending was as- 
sured, Alan Mullally bowled 
his best spell of the series and 
was desperately unlucky as 
batsmen played and missed 
while Dean Headley who has 
not achieved much in Australia, 
found a rhythm and a control 
which is too often missing. 

Even the Whughs could only 
nudge and push and run quick 
singles although they are 
mighty good at aO these things, 
and the flow of fours and threes, 
which were frequent on this 
outfield, dried up. Earlier; and 
most significantly it had 
seemed at the time, Graeme 
Hide had missed an awkward 
catch low to his right at third 
slip off Mullally when Langer 
had made a sin gle- Now, Mark 
Waugh played back to Headley 
and Bleb went for and tow to his 
left at second slip and came up 
with a beauty. 

From the moment the ball 
left the bat, Hk& moved with the 
confidence and file certainty he 
had lacked when Langer 
snicked, and Hick has never 
caught that well on his left He 
had found some confidence, 
and later when Ian Heaty edged 
Headley he made the awkward 
catch to his right look simple. 
Warren Hegg never put a foot 
wrong behind the stumps and 
held everything that came his 
way, and foe Adding generally 
was often briDiauL 

As far as one could see, it all 
came together at the same 
time for everyone, for foe first 
time in foe series. Of course, it 
was a wonderful afternoon and 
evening for England’s cricket, 
but it mates one wonder why 
we have had to wait this long. 
The Australians wore far from 
overconfident and in the 
slightly weird and strange way 
that these things sometimes 
seem to happen, it realty was 
that catch of Ramprakash's 
which made foe difference. 

This was roughly the same 
side which had dropped catch- 
es and bowied so badty at Bris- 
bane, batted so poorly on that 
first day in Perth and which ap- 
peared to have given up foe 
ghost in Adelaide. They will go 
to Sydney for Saturday’s last 
Ttest in great spirits. It would be 
typical of this lot if they reverted 
at once to their Adelaide form 
and played as if Melbourne 
has never happened. But then 
they may not We shall see. 


Early losses hamper 
Kiwis’ victory chase 


NEW ZEALAND and India head- 
ed for a tight finish in the sec- 
ond Ttest after the fourth day 
yesterday. At the dose, New 
Zealand were 73 for 4 and need- 
ed 140 runs to win with a day 
left. But their chances are 
handicapped as Nathan Astle 
has a fracture in his left hand 
and will bat only in an emer- 
gency. 

With Sachin Tendulkar in 
foil flight with a century, India 
at lunch seemed sure to set 
New Zealand a hard target But 
the second new ball triggered 
a collapse. Tendulkar was 
caught for 113 and Azharuddin 
departed with 48. India lost 
their last six wickets for onty 59 
runs to be all out for 356. That 
set New Zealand to make 213 to 
win. 

New Zealand could put to- 
gether onty one partnership of 
any substance - 41 runs for foe 

second wicket between 
Matthew Horne and Stephen 
Fleming 


By Craig masters 


India 208 & 356 

New Zealand 352 & 73 for 4 


ftwftli dog India mo n foss 

NfiW ZEALAND taUw3E> ID Nash 
89 not out. D Ifettorl 57. N Astle 5& A Run- 
bfe4farB3f 

NHA- Second totals 

(Overnight; 179-3} 

5 C Ganguly e Beil b Wiseman. ........00 

S R lenmnur c Reining b Nash 113 

■M AznanxMn e Parore b Nash _.4g 

IN R Manga c Renting b DooM 2 

A Kumblc c Nadi b Vetton H 

J Stinaih rex out 

V Prasad c and b Aide n 

H Slush e Home b McMdian ”1 

Em, (itoS. R>1. bJ, nil in 

Sail w j 

ran (noH: 4-200. 5-397. 6-304. 7- 304. g- 
346.9*349. 

Bonding: Does 25- 16-49-2 lob!}: Cants 19- 
2-68-0 7hb2|. D Nash 15-9-20-3 (nbi). \ft*. 
tort 206-93- 95-2-26-1 [riM.wlV 

Wiseman 19-1-90-3. Astle 7-3-7-1. 

NEW ZEALAND - Second bumhns 

M D Ben c Draw b Srtnach 0 

M J Home bn b Humble _ ...31 

■5 P F 'em ms b Humble _I7 


NJ Astle retred hurt 
C D McMillan not Out 
tA C Pamn* run out . 
P J Wiseman not out 
Extra* [M. Ibl. nb'l 
Tbcal (for 4) 


....I 
—..17 

"ZZZZ7Z. a 

—.6 

73 


PUt 1-0.2-42. 3-51. 4-67 
lb tab C L Cams. D J NASA. D L Vetton. S B 
Doufl. 

Bowling: Smith 8-1-27-1 (nbl): Prasad 6- 
1-20-0: Kumble 11-5*19-3; SUrgh 3-1-1-0; 
Tendtdhar 1-0-1-6. 

UBwtaK E A MdnHs (Vfl) and E A VtaMn (NZ). 


s 
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HOW THE DRAMA UNFOLDED IN THE FOURTH TEST AT THE M C 6 




Alan Mullally puts sting in the England tail 


THE fTBST real indication 
that yesterday's play might 
provide something out of foe 
ordinary came with 
England's last-wicket stand. 
Alan MoHaity and Angus 
Fraser had scored just five 
runs between them in the 
series before yesterday’s 
second i nn mgs , but they 
proceeded to add what 
proved to be a vital 23 runs. 

Even so, there was no . 
indication of the drama to 
come as the home side set 
off towards their target of 
175. As viewers and listeners 
were tuning in at breakfast 
time hack in England 
Australia were making 
steady progress. At 130 for 
the loss of just three wickets 
they were within 45 runs of 
their third victory in the 
series. One spectacular 
piece of fielding however; 
was about to-change the 
course of the match™ 



Langer c Ramprakash b Mullally.. 


Australia 105-3, 72 to win 



M Waugh c Hick b Headley... 
Australia 130-4, 45 to win 


.~43 


Lehmann c Hegg b Headley .. 4 
Australia 140-5 , 35 to tom 


Healy c Hick, b Headley. 
Australia 140-6, 35 to tom 


0 Fleming Djw b Headley 


Australia 140-6 , 35 to torn 
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Nicholson c Hegg b Headley..— 
Australia 161-8, 14 to tom 


MacGill b Gough . 


Australia 162-9, 13 to win 


.0 McGrath, lbw b Gough 0 Australia 162 aU out, England win by 12 rut 

Photographs: AUsport/Empics/I 


W Indies feel fury of South African backlash 


SUPERIOR in every depart- 
ment of foe game, as much off 
as on foe field, South Africa com- 
pleted their third successive 
victory over the West Indies fay 
nine wickets midway through 
foe fourth day of foe third Test 
yesterday, securing the series 
with two matches remaining. 

The difference between the 
teams in depth and particular- 
ly in attitude is such that the 
West Indies are in danger of 
falling victim of the dean sweep 
that was their speciality at foe 
height of their powers in foe 
Eighties under the captaincy of 
Clive Lloyd, now their bemused 
manager 

The South African coach. 


BY TONY COZIER 
in Durban 


West Indies 198 & 259 
South Africa 213 & 147-1 
S Africa win by nine loideets 


Bob Wbolmei; said foe West In- 
dies had "suffered the back- 
lash" from their 2-1 series loss 
in England last summer “I be- 
lieve we played well enough to 
have won there but we learned 
a lesson and have come back 
much stronger;" he added. 

The captain, Hansie Croqje, 
praised his team as “a tremen- 
dous outfit”, said there would be 
“no compromises" over foe re- 
maining Tests. 


West todian woes were com- 
pounded by foe sonfore sight of 
their oldest and most faithful 
campaigner; Courtney Walsh, 
taken to foe dressing-room on 
a stretcher; writhing in pain. He 
tore his right hamstring muscle 
in an outfield chase as South 
Africa comfortably gathered 
the 146 runs they needed for foe 
solitary loss of foe opener Her- 
schelle Gibbs, whose left-hand- 
ed partner; Gaiy Kirsten, drove 
foe winning boundary throu gh 
extra cover to be unbeaten on 
71. 

The injury is Kkety to put the 
36-year-old Walsh out of the 
fourth Test, starting in Cape 
Town on Saturday. If so, he will 


be sorely missed by a team des- 
perately in need of inspiration. 

There is also doubt about 
Curtly Ambrose, who failed to 
take a wicket in foe match and 
who has been carrying a dodgy 
knee for some time. 

Ahead by an insignificant 
132 with only Ambrose and 
Walsh as r emaining company 
for foe dogged new wicket- 
keeper Ridley Jacobs, foe West 
Indies could not even find in- 
spiration from England’s fight- 
back in Melbourne, the 
progress of which was greeted 
with delighted cheers from a 
crowd of just over 9,000. 

Ambrose heaved a catch to 
deep mid-on off his fifth ball. 


providing Shaun Pollock with 
his fifth wicket of the innings, 
and Walsh missed one from 
Donald that would have tested 
the best No 3 -far less the worst 
No 11 - in Test cricket. 

The West Indies, mainly 
through Ambrose and Walsh, 
have retrieved such hopeless 
situations in foe past but foe 
fight has gone out of this team. 

Their plight was typified in 
the over before lunch when 
Gibbs’ top-edged stroke off 
leg-spinner Raw! Lewis lobbed 
gently towards midwicket 
where Jacobs, one of their few 
successes so far; ran from be- 
hind the stumps and dropped 
his first catch of the series. 


Fourth day. South Africa iron ton 


WEST INDIES - Hrst limkigs 198 (8 C 

..wTCronler 


Lara 51; J H Kallls 3-1 6, W J Gcnfe 3-191. 
SOUTH AFRICA - Rm Innings 312 (J 
N Rhodes 87; F A Bose 7-84)7^ 

WEST INDIES - Second Inning* 
(Ouemighc: 246 for 8 ) 

R Jacobs not ouc_ 15 

CEL Ambrose c Crorte b -ftUlock 5 

C A Walsh b Donald 3 

Extras (Ibl2. w2. nb9) 23 

Tbtal (all an) 259 


to* 

UKalUsT 


Rill (coot): 9-252. 

Bawtag: Donald 20.2-4-62-3. Pollock 
6-83-5 (9nb); Terbnjgge 13-4-26-1.. 
10-1-31-1; SymcOK 12-3-43-0 (2w). 
SOUTH AFRICA - Second Innings 

G Kirsten not out 71 

H H Gibbs lbw b Hooper 49 

J H Kallls not out J 3 

Extras (lb -1 nb-3) 4 

(for 1 ) Z.ih 


2*g QiINnan. IN 1 Cronje. J 

N Rhodes, s M Pollock, tM V Boucher. P 
LSimcac A A Donald. DJ Tterbrugge. 

tase 9-0-31-0; Ambrose 4-0- 
<6-0 (3nb); Wfeish 4-1 - 6 - 0 ; Hooper 1 9-4- 
50-1; Lewis 12.4-0-43-0. 

Man of the match: j n Rhodes. 
waptrtK DL Orchard and R B Tiffin (23m). 


Lingfield 


HYPERION 

12.40 Catchment 1.10 Prince Prospect 1.40 
Miss Take 2.10 Soda! Round 2,40 Prospec- 
tor’s Cove 3.10 CieJ De Reve 3.40 Topton 


FORM VERDICT 

A good opportunity far NOUKARJ to add to last week's win 
hwa. He escapes a penalty far tfw success owr the m .farm 
par Mght Cfty and Wfeaeaf (who had beaten B»y Moonshine. 
Scarlst Crescent and La CbatalalM previously) and that 
farm stands out hare. The top watgirt. B Prindpa, rray be 
hB main rtvaL 


WfaMsrhatiptan and has to be respected wNa Sir Parra may 
wal be capable oi better than he has shown so fat, but JACK 
GOODMAN fa a pa cay type who could do ml round here 
and has been found an oidnary smaMskl nursery far today b 
first exponent* of Equltrack. 


3.10 


‘ ,N RUNNING’ 

HANDICAP (F) (DIV II) £3,000 2m 

■60532 ROYAL RDiM J1 WOOM 3 V 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS; toi - outtide; remainder - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers uauaBy best up to 71 

■ Left-hand course. Equttrack su-faca 

■ Course fa SC of town on BZ02S, Lingfield station {served by 
London, Victoria) atjoins course. ADMISSION: Club £13. Fami- 
ly Endosve EH CAR PARK: Club £3; rest free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moan 82-723 p2J%L M Johnaton 
5WKJ {07%). R Hannon SMO (Ufi*), Laid Huntingdon 50*7 
(202M 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Wmr S3^ST {209%), A C&fk 7M72 
tna%), L Dettori 77-334 (E31%), R Cochrane 89-400 <178%). 

■ FAVOURI TES: 79 1-2388 (331%). 

BLWKStaJRRST TIME: Barfaaaon (MOL Cflamey Pari; (visaed 
1240). SMWtt (vBored, 

LONG DI91ANCE TRAVELLERS: Noukeri (1240) & HbaUe [t/WB 
haw been sent 213 anas. 


|TT61 


BERNSTEIN EARLY-PR1CE TEXT 
MAIDEN STAKES (D) £4,000 ZYO Of 

02255 (miTWHAraWWAllT(iai) JPbten90_GFw*rerffl1 

223303 PRINCE PBOSPECT0J l*sL Stubbs 90 S«Mmrfh2 

BUtEWRTHtBWJBriace89 — J lata 4 

LA PUGZA W htngas 89 OaoaOTMN5 


2.10 


BERNSTEIN BOOKMAKERS CREDIT 
MAIDEN STAKES P) £4,000 3YO 7f 

0000 FUEQAN (9) MMadQmdiOO PDo*R)1 




06256 CQA8miiAE*K ibu ^ 


0 HERESLAOtll^APJonuSS S Drown* 6 

3 RBflXTACQ) DHaytih Jones 69 A dark 3 

BBTWfc (Ml Prt roePrt^aA^ Ua jj g H Rradfa, 7-1 Blue- 


003000 SECOND SUN (36) JBWgerBQ-. GBardwaBS 

00332 SOCIAL ROUND (9) TRmlBO .TQMoUu#fln* 

45034 DAPHNES DOLL pB) {BF]MSsGMmwBB-PFMNlelB (7)2 

0060* JONATHAN'S GSfl. (S3) JBrXJgarBa SWMkvOiS 

030005 PEARLY OUBEN (1BQ C Brswry 89 APoSfflS 

>fidedarad- 


7 05258 

fta yre 

a 068002 IGKAfl^ J 6 rdger 57 f, 

9 BALIA D’ADE (M) B JohnaansVio’ 


... , -9 (teetered- 


-QBwdwelS 
At Day a 


mfar League, 
otoars 


w Rew.9-1 KBta. 10-1 Cowjuarta (faro, iw 


BCTIWQ: 46 Sodel Round, 1 1-4 Dsphn* 1 * Do*, 6-1 Jonattwi’sCW, 12-1 
PaartyOuaan, »i Raglan, Second Sun 


FORM VERDICT 

tt wfl be a surprise d PRINCE PROSPECT cannot land the 
odda. He rsm weB on Hs detx« here las *wk oh a otlflbh 
mark and has a fat fa hand of the other trio with experience 
on both his tort and Equtraek fann. 


FORM VERDICT 

A wreak maiden which should ga to SOCIAL ROUND, who 
fa Improving with experience here and was suited by today's 
longer Up when talng only nanowtytet week. Daphne's Do* 
looks the only danger. 


FORM VERDICT 


recttnt Wfahrahamptonta^ 
on Conqu8,or ' ***' "ho has yet to 


12.40 


MANNY BERNSTEIN 'IN RUNNING’ 
HANDICAP (F) (DIV Q £3,000 2m 

*3332 LPRRQK fl4Q Join Beny4*0_ACutm8E 

2006! WMCAKp)fqPEw«l597--»~ -CCfiflKip)3 

05003 9LttM00NSHlNEf1S)GLMbae694. — JfaaOIMT 
06005 S(MterCReSCBrrflQMUPw4ai1_WHulchkison(7)2 
150550 PWMUKp1)MHBjnes48* F Norton SB 


1.40 


BERNSTEIN FREEPHONE 0800 821 821 
NURSERY fTCAP ® E3.7S0 ZYO 71 

oaen WSS1WtEp4)P)PB»s97_. ,TGMcLHgMfa4V 


2.40 


BERNSTEIN TRADE DIVISION CLAS- 
SIFIED STAKES (F) £3,000 1m 2f 


064055 C0LSffiGE{14) (CO) JSieehan *8B. JttH*on(7)9B 

500WDARMQ KING (JB2)(BF)UBcfiai 883 S Drama WJ 

000020 CATOaXSIT (10) Vta A n»TW 4 7 13 -PDoap)4 

00CG0Q . — JCWnol 

DOOM 0CARNEYMRK(l9)PMto«l47n JJCwfcfaSV 

-IDdedared- 

lAunmvi&TaKlhTiwtanf kw^t sUCtoltteKtSiiUCer 

nofPttk&nib. 

BETTING.- 5<2 A Pitnctpa, iwi Neukarf, 4-1 HBy MoohUh. 7*1 Ctth. 
mar*, 9-1 Seartal Craaeaai, ia-i Cakaidge, 14-1 Psdauk, 16-1 erttere 


026W1 JACK GOODMAN (1M) W JSUowoB 3 — DeneOTU2 

0050 SR PBISEp1MBF)GL MOODS 91 UfafahraM 

563062 IPQRESSFUir(l4HEiAfaca90 J'SHS 

500500 HABCOWROfim (7?) JftutonSB MMnDwyarS 

*0006 MALCHK (11) P HtafagBO JIUmB 

-6 declared - 


1 054531 CASTlfiSBURMNG(11)(C0)GCyasr495-Gfkdkner(^4 

2 35831 PROSPECTOR’S COV6 pij (CO) JPeacaS 95 RPrioel 

3 024000 F4H-SO-LA(4Ql MreL J?*l330 NlfcxifapjJ 

4 536050 BHiETTEp)DI*y*JowB48 Q ^HktaorthSV 

-4dedared- 

BETT1N& (Mai* Pnapeciert Corn, 6-4 Carts* Biming, 7-1 Sdletle, 

12*1 Far-So-La 


S=5?s®B?»; 


BETTING; T-4KIS*iUta 11-4 faermna^ 7-2 8 k l%M, 0-1 
■nan, 13-1 Ffafataow Roraeo, 14-1 Hiflctift 


FORM VERDICT 

Noc muefa farm on today)! surface to go on. the top weight, 
Ms Taka, rnprovng constdembly on her seconds fa a cou- 
pie o! seAere hare whan winning ni Wohrerhampton on hw fast 
tvw starts. Ip cre— FWy wont d«e on her sand dWw* ® 


FORM VERDICT 

As SeHfQe and Farreo-La have shown fade epdtude far AW 
aofw.tnfafalcetytorecoiweitseHinuadueibetvmenCaa- 
Om Burning and PROSPECTORS COVE. Jeff faucet 5ya 
who won in a laser time over today* course and Ostarwe 11 
days ago; may be too better equipped to hande difc sma4- 
1 M scenario. 


. p 0RM VERDICT 

AajrnpabUveflrxiien^j^. 

* the eight rurware sMARtku ^ 9U8 a “ 
hem and 






[jy’jj* £> I 





THE INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday 30 December 1998 


RACING/17 


• - ,?% 


Hunt is over 


ft. 


for new idol 


2' V?I 

v V- - ■ 


WHILE the hunting horses 
were vaulting shrubbery and 
swerving placards on Boxing 
Day, one of their former num- 
ber was himself parading the 
message for country animate in 
the big city. 

It is a salutaiy thought that 
Tfeeton Mill, the King George VI 
Chase winner at Kempton, 
would still be pootling around 
rural England had he not been 
a speculative purchase for a tip- 
ping company. 

Stephen Winstanley, of The 
Winning Line, laid out £40.000 
for the grey, largely due to the 
horse’s record of excellence in 
the pointing field. Caroline Bai- 
ley; his previous trainer, was 
happy to let Teeton Mill go as 
the horse's medical book is as 
thick as a milkman's ledger "We 
decided that the offer was good 
and it was the right time to sell," 
she says. “Nobody else would 
have bought him with his legs 


By Richard Edmondson 


The grey now seems to effect 
the precision landings of an In- 
dian fakir lowering hims elf on 
to a bed of nails, yet in the old 
days he was a bit of a duffer. 
There were two foils and an un- 
seated in his first four outings. 

“He was very weak as a 
youngster but the family do get 
better with age so we were 
happy to leave him alone," Bai- 
ley says. “We didn't over-race 
him or risk him on the firm, be- 
cause we got a warning with his 
legs, and the rewards of that 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Goodtime George 
(Stratford 12.50) 
NB: Optimistic Thinker 
(Stratford 3.50) 


like that’ 
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Without that transaction, 
Teeton Mill would still be in liv- 
J ery in Northamptonshire at 
Spratfon (“the farm protected 
by the ridge"), and handing 
out horrible beatings to what- 
ever crossed him in the point- 
ing field. “Hunting was his life 
' before he left here and he'd still 

be doing it if he was still 
> around,” Bailey says. “We al- 
i ways liked him. but obviously 
we didn't realise he was going 
to be as good as he showed at 
Kempton. We would probably 
have run him in the Chel- 
tenham Faxhunters" 

This was so nearly the equiv- 
alent of Ronaldo playing out his 
. * whole career on the Hackney 
1 ‘ Marshes. 

i 1 The most startling of Teeton 

Mill's attributes is his jumping, 
and it is probably true that it is 

I easier to leap without the 
Pytchley hounds yapping at 
: jour feet andgetting in the way. 


policy are showing now. 

“When he did start, he was 
unlucky. They were both very 
unfortunate foils because he 
slipped on landing.” Then, one 
day, he carried Trevor Marks to 
victory at Guilsborough and a 
sequence had begun. 

As he progressed, Teeton 
Mill hunted his way over dis- 
used rails, hedgerows and 
whatever else Mother Nature 
could construct He become 
most proficient “When he was 
hunting, he used to come up 
against all sorts of obstacles 
and I'm sure that helped his 
jumping." Bailey says. “Hunt- 
ing helps to bring your legs up. 
He was always very neat when 
he got in dose. 

“It's a good schooling ground 
and I think the top hunters like 
Spartan Missile. Grittar and 
now this horse have shown the 
best can hold their own. If you 
can get to one of the best point- 
ing horses, they are probably in 
the top 10 to 15 three-mile 
chasers in the country.” 


Stratford 




HYPERION 

12.50 Beau Brummie Boy 2.50 Bold Statement 


^I.ZO-Brown Seal 
-1.50 Par Springs 
2.20 GLOWING PATH (nap) 


3.20 Play Games 

3J>0 Optimistic Thinker (nb) 




GOING: Soft 

9 Left-hand course with 200yd run-in. 

■ Course a SW of Strafford-an-Avon on A43& Stratford station *n ADMISSION: Ci ub 
£14: Tattersate £10; Course £4 Accompanied meter- 16s free. CAR PARK: £2. reel tree. 
B LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 32 «ms from 72* runners (253%). D Nicholson B-54 
(333%). P Hobbs 74-67 (2Q3%; K Bailey 12-62 (BA%). 

D LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 34 wins from W€ rides <233%). R Johnson 22- 
712 (196%). A Maguire 19-71 (28B%) R Dunwoody 18-83 (217%). 

B FAVOURITES: 177 wins from 4» races (success rata 373%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TTMEi Misty Rain (220) 




klasi 


19 AH RICHARDSONS OF OLDBURY MAIDEN HURDLE (E) 
lg,ov l (DIV I) £3,000 2m 6f 110yds Penalty Value £2,250 

^ 06 BEAU BRUMMIE BOY (25) (Ms Dana Wfems) I Wfens 4 71 5 RWdday 

KVPO EDGE AHEAD (11) (Ms Sofia Ttaiaon Jonas) Iks Dltanefl 17 5 MAFtegerald 

1 55)22 GOODHUE GEORGE (41) (Ms II J Bone) Ms J Penan 5 71 5 fl Dunwoody 

4 0/645 KAZ KALBi (72) (& Ms D Thcnpson) P Hobbs 6 n 5 .. Gformey 

5 »F40 PERCY MRKEEPER (33) (BF) IFeter Orton) NlwESton-Dariss 5 71 5 CUwefiyn 

6 3052 PLAYLORD (IB) Udm MrdevAej G McCouri5 71 5 Wltoraton 

7 OSTO- REGAL BLUFF (264) (Mss M T Sheridan) J McComodiB 6 tl 5 -Bftwdi 

8 580 RBI DOONE(20) (Si JanesRachgCUbCtokeotam) N Babbage 6 71 5 — fl Fenton 

3 F21-00 SPRMGFQRD (15) (Ftorpftrineishp) Ifo H Kiighr 6 71 5. JCufloty 

t) CV5S0 STRONG BAGIC p7) (T^JohnsoyJ Mss CJWreey 6 11 5 ^DGstogher 

71 OOP-20 FlYBfG FOOTSS (15) (Mke Robert UJ Roberts 5 77 0 MRFonWal(7) 


BETTING: 94 GuodUme George, 52 Percy Perteepd, 3-1 Ptaytord, 7-1 fee Katam. 12-1 Edge 
Ahead, 14-1 Beau Broramta Boy. 16-1 Rying Foots®, 20-1 Strong Uagle, Sprmgford. 25-1 others 
997 Krig On The ftr 4 n 5 R Johnson 0030 jt lev ID Nchdson) 72 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Beau Bnanmie Boy. Credtebla fira shouteig befmd l-tdebomd In Chstantam turper 
‘ iPtaytordrffontothlml andahof TStoOueonsHartxwronbacester. Leatfngcfiance 
on hudtes debut with the tip to suit 

Edge Ahead: Points winner but Hite promise on two starts mis term, the latest an 8#i 
of 20 to Wfodross at Wtewfok over 2m3f 

Goodtime George: Second over smBar (rips to Mmosa at Chetenham and IfocfcS 
Ratace at Wfoeanton Looting chance on form but doesn't And much In a finish 
' KazKalem: Nen good enough In bumpers ana possWy needed rm on reeppeerance 
- 3 (hurdles debut) whan 5th of 73 to Storm Of Gold a Utfcastor. 

‘ Percy Pa rkeeper: Neck won® from Phar Better ii Huntingdon bumper on detwL Fine 

chance d he stays Ihe trp on his 4(h to rtctebomd si Newbury {2m) but flopped be- 
rmd FYwder Hound at Bangor (&n1fl afterwards 

PMylord: Eastern 3rd to rtdebomd at Chofanham on debul and e 6-length 2nd m 
Barneys Befi at Lingfield Gnrffl) on second hmfcs nix Sure to go wel over thfo trip 
Regal Bluff: Uttte promoe m bumpers and hudtes. Hard to fancy without recent run 
Rernl Doone: Entitled to need his seasonal rm pm to Ported Wsne at Tfcmton) fc*- 
- towrg two bumper runs Lfcaly to be suited by this lest in the nud 

Sprtogford: Forts wmernteland but wel beam « tampers a»Chep6tow and Fo#»- 

stone LAdy mpnwer for me step n> h tip 

Strang Magic: Showed abtey at WhdBor behnd Double Ttonpo and hampered a Win- 
canton next time behind Yorkshke Frtikm . CoUd figme a big od tfc 
FTytng Footete; 2nd to Moortsfme Bay In soft race a Fcfcestone and rated off be- 
(wrd Scrtaere over a longer trip on the same corse new time 

VERDICT: Not for trie first hma Gooddme George looked the Bray winner a Wh- 
carrton only » be rm out of 4 Percy Parkeeper hasrrt much <n the wa y of faoteo 
rts longer mp m the mud e the obvini® mwe. Ptaytordtas HM to improve ion he fine 
bunoenlebut anwiig and it coUd pay to chenca the f««*no newcomar BEAU BRUM- 
^ jjie boy, who stwAJ be fit enough for the lash after a rui at Tcwwastet 


RICHARDSONS OF OLDBURY MAIDEN HURDLE (E) (DIV 
||) £3,000 added 2m 6f 110yds Penalty Value £2,250 

44M0 CITIZEN KANE (B) (K Korrttfl □ Steneood 4 TJ 5 — JO atoneB 

< MW GBfTLE HIVAGE (FH) (13 )(G and DKaey ^ N 4 l H 5 i-JlP* 

•T 06 tDRD ALEXANDER (I^PJ Cohen &JACon*ato)GMcCouft 5 TI 5 — D FotPP) 

A 04-^ LOMOFINEFLESp^lMtialMi^lfcBHRjBMSflS 

5 43PP55 |*ONASABAMUBARAKA(SO»(APaWA&row4il5 ^BurrS^h 

6 500 MONTES MAQC(NZ)(iq(JEB<»i) CUm 5 US .-J Magee 

7 & PERFECT FELLOW p79)lUrfudtyRirSorielWnaBh|j) Ms OHahe 4 77 50 fonwf 

S 00 RADMOfiE SAXON pi) (J R Sate) J TLSI 

3 QW5 THE CHOPPY BOY (SB) lYfr»t)Oine Pbrt 6 5 " 1 ™" 

O 50- ffiOVKN SEAL CXB) (Ms P CortieiT) Ms M Jones 6 fl 0 AUe^ae 

_ to declared - 

BETTING: 5-4 GonUe Rhage, 7 -a B-l Uri «71« ^ J 

fedmm Seron, 1 S-1 Lonl Ateander, Uomatn Mrbenka, Horde t IW Brown Saa, 20-7 ttw 

Croppy Bay 

897. Kng bUe 6 71 5 M A Fitzgerald +6 tav f J OH) n ran 

FORM GUIDE 

tiro. Obrtous chance In tfifa weater Imy ni...mrtm-n mm wrw hv* ftnwp I n ri 
Lam Ataandar TMed off on Nrfw *** ^ 

rtnd Khsford Rose at YWncanion atenrartte rleresaig 

to^^g|^^ybaatenhl7«>bU7nperefc*‘lli«Iy® fl PP rac ® lB,flB,r * l ® latl,B 


ttoplaad hamotaure- 

tram Sul: Arctic Lord mare who ^ ^ eofa a sreyer aid has 

Lalow hanper an debut Wei held at Doncaster nod tnw out oo* 3 ^ 

Atfcan Madera aboard fcr fudss de*»i 

VERDICT Brown Sam. ftadn ^ has Jemed n Hare 

burreer roses trying tt«* hand fe also hma Y«P » ^ 

arfo can t» ergwcted to be iu*y ^ ^ ^ a 13,^^ 

aid has tharrtii took nthsff^OT wHa Y ri£K * s ® c ^ - 


Indeed, for those who think 
of pointing as little more than 
sloe gins being passed between 
the country set then there may 
have to be a reappraisal. As well 
as Teeton M31, this equine di- 
vision has also produced Cool 
Dawn, Coome Hill and See 
More Business in recent years. 

It is estimated that between 
250 and 300 horses which ran in 
points last season will run in 
jumps races under Rules this 
r^pipgign and the (rend sw*nw 
to be growing. 

The Irish point-to-point 
scene used, to be the sport 
which took place to the hum- 
ming sound of British owners 
Dieting through a cheque book 
and a similar noise has been 
heard on France’s racecours- 
es in recent years. It may have 
been that the purchasers were 
ignoring comparable produce at 
their local corner shop. Cer- 
tainly Teeton Mill's achieve- 
ments win now raise the stakes 
for pointers on this island. 

“Ours is a competitive game 
these days and people who 
think all we are running are 
slow, old hunters will have to 
acknowledge that those times 
have gone," Bailey says. “We 
have always been offended 
when owners paid such a lot of 
money for horses from the 
Irish point-to-points, but now 
we are delighted I hope they all 
come and buy some more. We 
may have ruined things for the 
purchasers but certainly not for 
the vendors." 

Tbeton Mill is well on his way 
to becoming one of the most 
popular horses ever as he has 
short-changed no-one. He has 
made money for his breeder; 
Janet Hayward, Bailey and 
Winstanley. as well as the many 
punters who like his style. It 
could also be that his story will 
enrich a whole section of the 
horse racing sport 



The big horse: Istabraq consolidates his position as Europe's top hardier with an easy win at Leopards town yesterday Caroline Norris 


Heavyweight performance from Istabraq 


ISTABRAQ HARDLY broke out 
of a canter to win a three-run- 
ner race at odds of 1-10 at 
Leopardstown yesterday and is 
on course to defend the Cham- 
pion Hurdle at Cheltenham in 
March. His next run will be in 
the AIG Europe Hurdle at the 
Dublin track next month. 

“He did it weD, particularly 
as he's the heaviest he has ever 
been in his life here today,” 
Aidan O ’Brien, his trainer said. 

Charlie Swan, his regular 
partner, was delighted with the 
exercise workout to cfoim the 
£13,750 prize. “I loved the way 


he settled and although he was 
a bit long at the last and gave 
me a bit of a fright he is in great 
form,” Swan reported. 

Quizzed about the impres- 
sive Christmas Hurdle win of 
French Holly at Kempton. 
O’Brien said: “He was impres- 
sive as welL I believe be maybe 
coming for the AIG Europe 
Hurdle, but I wouldn't mind if 
he stayed at home.” 

The favourite for French 
Holly’s Kempton race. Da to 
Star, was nursing his bruised 
reputation yesterday but his 
trainer; Malcolm Jefferson, re- 


mained positive. “Tm not fright- 
ened of anything and he'll def- 
initely run in the Champion 
Hurdle but I don't think I'll run 
him before then,” be said. 

“He's had a busy time of it re- 
cently and we’ve run him three 
times on the Flat and three 
times over hurdles. We may 
have gone to the well too often 
and I think its time to give the 
horse a rest" 

Also taking a rest is French 
Holly’s rider; Andrew Thornton, 
as a bout of flu has led to an in- 
fection in his left leg. Thornton 
rode Polar Champ to finis h 


second in the opener at Taun- 
ton yesterday, before calling a 
halt to his afternoon's activity. 

“In hindsight, maybe it 
wasn’t such a good idea to 
ride,” he admitted. “But I was 
on a bit of a high from my four- 
timer and was quite fired up. I 
have had a bit of flu and the leg 
which I broke last year has be- 
come infected If I take some 
antibiotics, it may ralm it” 

■ ibmmy Stack was reported 
“comfortable and stable" in hos- 
pital yesterday where he is 
being treated for a viral infection 
which has left him seriously HL 


| Stratford 2.50 
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An In Tim 

4-1 

61 


51 61 

Bokf SMconrt 

11-2 

51 

51 

11-2 51 

Bods Madden 

61 

51 

17-2 

11-2 61 

IlknaMa 

61 

fc2 

51 

t)2 7-1 

Hoodrtrtsr 


61 

11-1 

17-1 tH 

Hertnro 

E-l 

e-t 

7?1 

£1-1 161 

Mated 

91 

E-i 

161 

72-1 161 

Coda MB 

12-1 

■&i 

761 

D1 »61 

Hqhbnd Jack 

25-1 

20-1 

261 

ZM 251 

Eacttvey arjaasrft? od±. paces 7. 2 3 
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|i en| HARTLEY PENSIONS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
I,JU I £5,000 added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £4,224 

1 0/P30- CARDIAC ARREST (233) [D Zeffirsr) MsKKngM5D 6 JC&My 

2 30U FAR SPRINGS (77D) [A N Sofcrans) K Bafcy 7 D 12 -N MBamon 

3 FVPP3 LOUGH LHN SPtftiT (15) (Ms II Jotroey) KCG C Jctnsey 7 D C DGNtagbar 

4 4»6P NUCULE JACK (15) (lln S P Gem) 5 Um°4yn 8 t) G _ .0 UcRnfl (5) 

5 23-22F T1RALDO (14) (BF) (14s &*am J L Paimer 5 Ms Grtffifi) H Defy 5 Btfl Jolraon 

6 23560 BAYWYN (25) (M R Chfcries) M ClUttw 7 t) 7 Mr J Young (7) 

7 03426 7NMAHAM}(13)IB JMflyaGBRyM687.. JTtaard 

-7daMmtf- 

BEnwa 8-11 TkaWo. 62 F&r Springs 1M Cardtae AmN. 16-1 Lougri Uin SpH, NmU» Jack. 

25-1 Win A Hnd. 40-1 Baywyn 

BS7. Spmg Gale 6 ri 4 J A McCarthy 7-2 (O Sherwood) t) ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Cardiac Amat Placed 3rd once from 2 outings r Hsfi point -lo- ports last spmg. 
Pan prominently Lrtfl 2 out wrien 3th in a Tbwwster nonce hurote on hb only ow- 
ing hare last season and should do better over fences 

Far Springs Rolans after a two-year absence and showed plenty of abOty h 3 
outings over hurdles, particularly when 4th to Not For Turning at Kempton Looks the 
one Trraido has to beat 

Lough Lein Spirit Has won 2 hsh pom-to-ports and showed tm fist agn of aba- 
tty here after bang pJad up twice when 3rd at Hereford test time However, was 
beaten 33 lengths and looks slow 

Mucfde Jade Urptaced in 3 pcint-to-ports, he weakened 2 out when 5th h a maid- 
en chase at Lecestar this month, but Own pUted up « a srrdar evem at Heretord 
Ttaldo: Placed mnrfarces in France and finahed 2nd twice here before fafing when 
making headway at Bangot Has come 19 agemsi two uwftf sort* n Ocean Hawk 
and tibee and ttfia la easier 

Baywyn: WAm a maiden port-toport (2 flnWied) last year and placed twice last 
season. No show in 2 seNng hudies and chance looks remote 
Win A Had: Stayng fuller, but stl a matoen and taflad lo compl e te ttw course 
twice over fences in 7996-7. Made a satisfactory reappearance whan 5th to Indian 
Mas in an Exeter nonce chase this month 

VERDICT French import Tlraldo has not had much fude h Ns three ouifeigs hare 
and had just be^m 10 dose on the winner when he tel she out a Bangor two weeks 
ago This race appears to give h»n the steal opportusty to make amends, but he 
may again have to sente for second place behind FAR SPRINGS. Vtory figWy raced, 
he k sure to have been wefl prepared far ttw chasmg bow and his fcutti over htr- 
des at Kempton n 1996-7 looks superior to anyitting this field has achieved 


FORM GUIDE 

Hoodwfnfcer: in farm and sutod by plerty of cyve >i the ground. On his highest merit 
yet and tried ri bHors far the second Hue (puled ip when wore (hem over fudteG) 
Boots Madden: LtaeM, but sometimes does not find nuh under pressra Raised 
8to aiced wfantog A Wbrwfck hat month, but stable coMd not be fa bettor form 
Cooie Hit Taking time to find her fcrnn the season, but 3ib kwer than when win- 
ning this last year. However, farm of 4th at Hirtngdon bet month is not working out 
B old Statement: Probably needed the outing when a efistant 3rd to Hoodwnkeran 
his reappearance at Wtarcest e r last month. Wton at Tairton (3nv good) next ttne and 
brt^it chance off only a 2to h^pier mark 

Early Orintan Wirvwr 3 tones nmr tancas at up to 2m4t this trip seerm beyond him 
VDteokened 5 out whan 4th of 5 to Lancastrfan Jet at Towcsssr pmtl sort) last tsne 
Herhorea: Lightly raced former port-to-poCrter. Having frst race since Dacentoer 
whan 2nd to Mouse Bird here pnlt g/s) in October and wil Hie the longer trp 
Malawi: Viter at Bangor C3m good) *1 October on Nb first outing tor Malcolm Jet- 
ferson and struggled on heavy gnxrtd when 2nd to Better Times Ahead SL CarftJe 
nan tima Thte going may again be too testng 

Act In Tima: frwh port-to-port winner, who corAmed the promise he showed in 3 
outtogs last season when mekjng al at QNtort a m (2m5L good) this month 
Khnah a tte Needs test of stamina and found tha try loo short whan 2nd to hdan 
Mn at Eneter pm3t soft) last tma Has time on her sde and back to her ri^it trip 
Highland Jade Out of form last season and thousfi a pronukig 2nd to Tauten Boy 
ovarhtydteson Ascot reappearance: hehassreeriruyportedlnSrmsovertences 
Paper’s Rock: Procrwing nowca who made al on Ns test outing over fences at Plump- 
ton (2m5t good) h October. Jumped left when 2nd to King Of Sparta at Wincan- 
ton last month, so should be more at home on this couse 
Trouvaille: Consistent and appeared sutod by step 143 to 3m whan 3rd to Zaggy Lane 
and Hwaon Ttuth at Ut&swter (soft) last tma Makes mistakes, but on handy mark 
VERDICT: An open contest, which has attracted some promising yowgsters just 
out of ttw novice stage inctuctog BOLD STATEMENT. ZaJed off betmd Hoodwtoker 
on Ns reappearance at Worcester test month, he showed that wee not Ns true form 
when ctiiven ouf to beat Boro hH half a length at Taunton next time. That form does 
no) look special, but he s ortiy sa and the hancficapper has raised Nm just 2b 


HAYDOCK 

Going: Soft, Heavy patches 


1-05: (2m novice hurde) 

1. TONOCO SDurack 13-2 

2. Beau C Llewelyn 8-13 tov 

3. Splentfid Melody R Garritty 12-1 

Also ran: 11-2 Grand Gouser, 10-1 Clear 
Skies (4th). 12-1 Wranget, 20-1 Southern- 
down (5th). 25-1 Tme After Thyne (6 th). 
50-1 Karzhang, 66-7 Ebarort. 10&-1 Gold- 
en MUenium 

11 ran. 4. 17.. 71 efist 23 (Mrs S Smith. BJrv 
gfoy). Tote: «n £60; places £140. C12G 
£190 DF £3.70 CSF: £7097. 


LINGFIELD 

Going: Standard 

1.15s 1. ADELPHI BOY (R Slutfiolme) 4-1: 
2. Thomaby Girl B-1 ; 3. CoHoge Blue Xy 1 
6 ran. 2-1 tav Lady Carohne ptol •/.. ha iM 
Chapman) Tote: £360; £17Q £400 DF: 
£2390 CSF: C3020 

1.45: 1. MUKARRAB lAOiae) 7-2; 2. A|g 
Dteiear 10-1: 3. Tear White 5-2 fav 10 ran. 
1 /<. hd (D Chapman) Tote: D160; £18Q £180 
£020 DF: £1750 CSF: £3421 Tricasi 
£9451 


135: (2m 41. novice chase) 

1. CHEROKEE CHIEF 
J A McCarthy 8-11 fav 

2. Mensfwar R Supple 11-8 

3. Oavering Gary Lyons 25-1 

Also: *>-1 Blaster Watson. 

4 ran. Db) dst (0 Sherwood Upper Lam- 
boum) Tbto: wn C)7Q DF: £MQ CSF: £213 
Only three finished Non Runner Char fie 
PcKtroL 


pa on I 007 TAXIS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
^•* u l £2,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1,772 

1 431J5- BALLET ROYAL (USA) (567) (CD) (HUarnBsJK 1481105 9 120 NNewiar(7) 

2 0977G GLOWBfG PATH (4^ (D) (BF) (P 9ada) R Hodgw 8 11 71 RDunmfy 

3 /PFP-1 TRBIBIDBTDfig(lfl{JHBBtbngfcnjTIAM8TI3 JCAtzpumCT 

4 77600 H1GH1Y RSKJTABLE (41) (D) (G C Enpjcryl G Braery 8 n 2 A P McCoy 

5 OOS2R7 ALBSMNE (USA) 0Q (Q) (AC WRfca) A Judos 9 71 0 NNMtanwonB 

6 4364- CROMABOO CROWN (243) (D) (Jdri Wtinte) P Bewn 7 V 12 WWorthtegtan 

7 0UO6P RALACE PARADE (USAJ (19^ (HSChvnon) AFtabbsBB9 WManawB 

8 P055J BARTON SCAMP (34) (0) (Ms B W Ptena) D KWams 6 DO MN Petty (7) 

3 6000 BRfTANMA I8LLS (41) (D Go^f) R J FYic& 7 O Q R Johnson 

0 005440 GALLOPING GUNS m<U}(Pttyirgto4SUeMfyn 6 00 OMcPhtf<5) 

n 60658 MISTY RAM £0)fLa> Chance Rang) J Spearing « DO A Maguire B 

12 3064F CROAGH RAT79CX (84) (Us J A Chary) J Fo< 6 T5 0 SFoxB 

73 08560 AUMERJMI(Sfl(GRttel)MsNMscaitey4t)0 Mr R FonistBl (7) 

14 OPOO CfMNMCHQOOkpo) (Msl7Wbb)H W°tib4 VO LHwvey 

6 CP-000 WOODLANDS LAD TOO (2mV\toodwicb Ltd PPiUiBd 6 VO. CUawsAya 

-13 declared - 

Utmm IOsl WeigtCL Barton Scamp 9a 13S>. Britannia Ut: 9s MS) Gatopteg Guns A MSy Rate 
Ssflte Creaph Rtocfi 9s( 5S) A&rw^Bst 73d CMnpecftgoo* Sst 72te Mtextoneb Lad Tboaat 7b 
BETTING: 64 G)octng Path, 9-2 TremandsiD, 61 Barton Scamp, 61 fflghty Reputable, 161 Abe- 
intee. 161 Croegh Mriefc, Palace Parsdo, BaSet Royal, 161 Craowboo Cnewi, 20-1 otbere 
897. Arrabefe Baby 8 10 3 W Marefcn 6i (D Write) M ran 

FORM GUIDE 

BaNBt Royal: UeefiA handicap hmAer. who ran only once test season 7AM hand- 
capped on old form (has been dropped 13b) but returns from a 18-month layoff 
Glowing Path: In fine fettle and completed a hat-trick at Exeter test month. Runs off 
the same mark, but appeared to have done enou^i when 5th at Ptisipton last month 
Ttemamlsto: ftopped n class to wai seSng hurdle at Hereford two weeks ago on 
his fist run tor Trevor VVteJl Refused to race once last season and mb looks harder 
Highly Reputable: is 4b tower than mark he won off tea season. Faffl-grotrvl per- 
former; who has ya » win an going worse ban good 

Afteminc Detai l aft tj arri on 11 blower mark than he sen off tea year Ftehed 2nd 
to Brarrbtes Why tea month, but 8b worse off wtih Galoping Gtiw Wh) for FP lengths 
Cro me Ooo Crown: Won a sefeng hurdto at Ludow (2m. good) last season, but has 
been raaed 4«x Has not rui since May and doubt about him aeftig on soft ground 
Palace Parade: SeSng hudte (2m6f) winner at Windsor (good) last season, but is 
8t> 9b hgher despite 2 dsappointing runs (Ns term. Best watched unti retun to form 
Barton Scamp: Tbok advantage ct a tavouaUa harrtcap mak to win at UtwoslBf 
(soft) last month. Mora to do off a 7b higher mark 

Britannia Mfe Has won 3 bnes on fast ground (twee the season). Wsl hflPdfaapped. 
but may not be as effective on soft gosig 

Galloping Guns: Wan 3 times test season an ground no worse than good and has 
dmpped back down the h an tfe ap None loo co m f sa nt and going te again hfcn 
Misty Rain.- Maiden hunger, who had 5 outings in novica company before finishing 
flth in a daaner at Ludow th® month. Bfetered first time: but struggles B stay 2m 
Croagh Pafttck: h touch when he U 4 out (btinkared first time) In a eeller st Ex- 
eter it October. Has not run since and staDlB Is cut of tarn 
AdtnerlKK ifoor maiden on the F1M orb rw batter over hurdtea Fisstwd 7th to Bar- 
ton Scamp at Uttoxster last month and s 3b morse oft 
Cnhtgacfigoofc Meiden rutfier, has his fist outfog In a handcap after showing it- 
tte si novices and a darner at Ludow tha month whan Bttt to Desert Power, beat- 
en 10 loigths by Msty Ran (Oil) 

WootRands Lad Tb« Has nn 17 times twer tmdea without reaching tha frame 
and has been tried to Winters. Remote chance 21b out of the handcap 
VERDICT: The ground w3 find out several but wfl not worry GLOWING PATH. 
She has won ntoe times over hudes, hdurfcig three tines this season (al for Dun- 
wtxxfy) and a back on the mak she waa successful off at Enter last month 


|q on I CLAYDON EXERCISERS AMATEURS HANDICAP 
L™^J CHASE (E) £4,000 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2,804 

1 1-T61 PLAV GAMES (USA) PO) (Q (J 0 Beawan) PI Lee tl 71 70 UrRFmbM(7) 

2 363612 MH BEAN M(D) (Ms V Guy) BUnrtynfl hi to J L Llewetyn (5) B 

3 318045 NOTABLE BICEPTWN pD) (D) (Srriiti Panneravpl R Dteoi 9 11 0 — AbJ&tthP) 

4 a a5VEHLEVBI(27)(D) (DGendoBotkl) DGanafc)31>7 JHtoLtaRB(f) B 

5 6654- ANOTHBTOf* TO NOTE (<J3) (H Iterws) H Itemerj 7 B 0 J* A Charia»Oones (7) 

-Sdsctered- 

Mfanun iiugtk fOS. Trua tender wttyta: ktatoaKra To Note M 12b 

BETTING: 65 Play Gamas, 3-1 to Bean, 62 Rivw laven, 7-1 Notebte Eaaptkm. 33-1 Aaattwrem 

lb Note 

B97: lobster Cottage 9 TO 72 MRTNsktey (5) 64)1 ter (K Baby) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Play Games: Uiee plenty of cut in the gmuid and going tor 6ih w*i of the )«ac Eased 
down when beating l-feji Mood at Worcester last time and only eb Ngher today Top 
chance with leadng emateur bocted 

Mr Bean: Dropped to seOng conpany to beat Patadum Boy at Chepstow and then 
2nd of 3 firtStere when be%n 28 lengths by Influence P«tor at Hereford. Has never 
won on (pound as 3aft as this 

Notable Exc ep tio n : Fast-gound perfcsma in Ns days with Mary Revetey aosott ground 
a big worry Hasrrt shown much of late for his owner-jockey 
Rhrer Levan: Without a wb tor two years but played a prominent part to third Iasi 
whan 3id to BucMand Lad at Windsor on most recent outhg Lady nder has noicfred 
t7 wmo in poim-to-polns 

AnotaerotfB To Note: Stayed on when 4th to tosh Dominion In safer sr Ludow last 
Dme. First attempt b> 14 months and a long way out of the handcap proper 


2.05: (2m 41 hendcap hurde) 

1. GLOBE RUNNER _L Cooper 136 fav 

Z Cap It If Ybu Can R Johnson 6-1 

3- Bakkar LWyar3-1 

Also: 5-2 \tent cfAout (4th). 16-1 Pimber- 
ley Place (5th). 

5 ran. G 71. 4. 17. (J J OTieffl. Pannth) Tbte: 
wn £260: places C16Q £190. DF: £570. 
CSF: £1033. 


HYPERION (Chris Corrigan) 
was in excellent form at Taun- 
ton, Lingfield and Musselburgh 
yesterday. His winning selec- 
tions at the Somerset track 
were: Rollcall 13-2, Top Skip- 
per 3-1 and Cento 9-1 . At Ung- 
field. Meteor Strike 14-1 and 
Rayfk 7-4 were successful, 
while his three Musselburgh 
winners included Mr Lurpak 2-1 
and Shanagarry 4-1 . Hyperion 
also tipped two winners at 
Haydock. 


2- 35 : (2m. handcap chase) 

1. NEARLY AN EYE J Hoard 8-13 fav 

Z Bamagaara Boy T Jetties 6-4 

3- Monoughty Man —...Gary Lyons 40-1 

3 ran. 3'A. cisL (P Ntchofe. Shepton Mal- 
let) Tots: wn £150 Dual Forecast £tiO 
CSF: £187. 


VERDICT: Rhitr Leven gets plerty of weight and shodd be ip with the pace throu^v 
out n ttw capable harxfc of Lucy Pearce But Richard Forristel is the top boy and Ns 
motrt PLAY GAMES wfl refch ttw ground The weight has to be defied but the man- 
ner of ha fates* success a Wtorcester suggests he is up to the task. 


3.05: (3m. iwce handicap chase) 

1. SCOTTON GREEN ™L Wyer 11-4 fav 

Z Santa Jet R Johnson 15-2 

3. Kibby Bank O Burrows 11-1 

Also: 3-1 PharEcha 6-1 Min eta Derby. 70- 
1 Single Sarong (4th). 72-1 Kentucky 
Gold, 12-1 Sera ban Cross (5th). 14-1 High 
Thyne, 20-1 Alaskan Heir (6th). 20-1 For- 
ever Dreaming 100-1 Gregg Rosa 100-1 
Quscal Crossed. 

13 ran. 17*. 5. & 2. 9 (T Easterby. Mahon) 
Tote: wn £410; places £170 £2.10 E34Q 
DF: £1050 CSF: £2343 Trcast E19235 
Tbte Tritecta: £32880 


2.15: 1.QUESTUARY ['Gandy Moms) 3-1 lav; 
Z Misprint B-1 ; 3. Burtons FbHy 4-1 7 ran. 
5 A (M Charmon) Tote: £470: C2.7U £310 
DF: £3820 CSF: £2682. NRs; Esprl Du 
Coeut Fra Foray. 

2.45: 1. METEOR STRIKE [T Sprat®) 14-1. 
Z White PM ns 72-1; 3. Night City 9-2. 8 
ran. 3-1 tev Ehabub iSrh) 2 k. 5 (fAs A Per- 
reft) Tbte: SM640: £26Q C3J30 DF: £5510. 
CSF: £15121 Tncast £80316 
3.15: 1. RAY1K (7M Cartefe) 7-4 tev; Z Royal 
Gorman 2-1 . 3. Zada 19-1 9 ran. 3’k. Z (ft 
Berry) Tote: C3QO. £170 £150. £320 DF: C30 
CSF: £430 

3^45: 1. BEST QUEST ID Sweeneyl X1-2.Z 
ENway Prince 7-2 lav; 1 Beguile 4-1 9 ran. 
1 nk. (K Burke) Tote: £920; Ei90. £2.10. 
£170 DF; C193Q CSF: C2423 Tncast 
£8071 After stewards' ru^jry the resul stood 
Placepot C1545Q Ouadpot £224<J 
Place 6: £tbi 23 Place 5: £2163 


EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 1 10yds Penalty Value £2^83 


(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2^83 

1 SDF BOROTOWN LORD (to) (U Bobers) U Roberts 5 11 0 -.SDurack 

2 630 COCKBURY(Xi) IRHbhns&GfftrvBy) MrsAJ8oriby41t 0 D Leahy 

3 49(03 COUNINYKRB (14 (BRyel)BRyelG 17 0 JTteanf 

4 5-403B GOKMMYSONOQ (hnpetef dap) N Babbage 5 11 0. NWBtonson 

5 5-5 MASTER MULLIGAN (35) (tes L M Dreehar) B Smer S 71 0 CU B — 8y n 

6 tB OP7WBTKTWBCffl(f^(MRC(^jpemiBn)TGeorgB4ii 0. A P McCoy 

7 0 PHOTOORST (46) (Pr«Ai5fD A Uinel 5 77 0 L Harvey 

9 400 RUHUS<Q(BMMeUUM^BNctetai51IO H Johnson 


S 0022 TUT AffflTUHN (2!^ (BF) (YiBBt Msaafirt Trud®) P Hctte4 71 0 RDasarndy 


TOTE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 210,000 
added 3m Penalty Value £7,928 


7 1-45IF HQODWWXER (11) p} (PAHmelj WJgnle3 911 X) T Jerks B 

2 33-122 BOOTS MAIX)EN (Iti) (D) (BF) (L J AFhpps) Mss V WBaraB 71 D — N WMtenwon 

3 32F54 COOLE WLLpS) (CO) (BWrteldSJP«Bri DMdnfaon71f tL. RJofmson 

4 3C-31 BOLD STATEMENT (2Q(D){Dn^a'CouteesC^dcgan)HDtiy 611 7. Jlltowoody 

5 02-324 EAH1T DRUKffl (25) (S Darefog-Wfatfil 0 9er«ood 10 n 7 — J A McCteffiy 

6 57S3 HBfHORSE (62) (A HowroCSteppei) Sfes A HwarO-Ch^pd h 71 4 — WMaoton 

7 04-72 MALAWI (67) (D) (BF) (W A Betitf) J Jeftexn B 11 4 GUnwyB 

8 /43M ACT W TIUE (19) (D) (tea G C Ur^anw) T 5eOTO9 6 71 2 RUfaklW 

9 $4QR2 KWKAHALLA (73) (D) fFtogw J Sperca) G Sstiig 6 17 0 .F matey (7) 

10 M34F HXMAND JACK (20) (D) (K Gtbons S B Cadi) A Tunef 6 V C JCufloly 

ft 2BIF5 APMcCuf 

S 3630 TR0WAILLE(11)(ASf37naliMsJMSttmat3 ATjna7t)t) UQrm*® 

-ndadnd- 

BETTING: 62 Art la Time. 61 Bald Stetenwti, 114 Pipers Rock, 61 Boate Hadden, 6-1 Kbn- 
hafia, IM HootMnta; Thwwflla, 1W Early Oittat; MateoL 14-1 Narhcres. Gcda HM. 2S-1 Hgb- 
MndJMfc 

WF: Co* HI S It 2 R Jtfwsn 2-1 p Ndnbon) S mn 


D WttOStWG (RctSnscn VWteier LU) A Tnne( 4 71 0 PHkte 

fl 4/280- DEEPC DNA C36) (MsRMsdaeh) NHBreferstsi6f)B NARtzgarald 

C OOM KABYUE OUEST (FR) fffl |A P Pafon) R Dckr 5 1)9 JCuMy 

— 12 (Jocfarad — 

BETTING: 11-4 Optintetic Tbktere; 7-2 Deep C Dhn, 61 TK And 71m 114 Rnfius. 7-1 Courtly 
Kris, 13-1 Boretoem Lard. Goenaiyson, 12-1 Wted s on n . Master Mufflgan, 20-7 others 
B87. fourg Spartacus 4 71 0 S Wynne 61 <T Rwtet) 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

D or oto wn Lont Cradtable first burrp« diowng behnd Mr Muse Man al Kempton 
and does up in 3rd when fe*ng at Whdscr an hudes debuL May need longer trip 
Cocttuy: HaMaratiier to awlitog hsh tfesec Males hides dsOul ate One tamper 
starts (beaten long way behind Rosty Canyon at Chepstwr last tima) 

Cotatoy Kite Consetenl but short of pace last season end ran amtof race at E*w 
on reappearance wtien an tl-tength W to Lizzys Fksl 

Go-OnmyEbn: Modest bunfoer farm and teded owr longer ftfo a Pkmpton last tkne 
(Gtti to Santabtess). Has an BBCh-way cteance on eeiSer 3rd to hot tevutrta Sben Song 
at Worcester with today* partner aboard 

Master MulUgam Fifth in Newfrry bumper and filed same spot behhd John David 
at Chspstow test month (hot race). Could show ip vrel on thfe fita tudes attempt 
Optkntatie Thinkan Heavy-grouid wimer of txsrpsr M MarkBt Rassn and caught a 
tartar on hurdtae debut whan an 8-length 2nd to Buckskte at Un^akL Leacteg chance 
ki thfa weaker company 

PhMufirafc Soon taiadolf on detx/t at Windsor In race mm by Mersey Beat 
Ruflux Fiewurite on bunper debut wfien 4th to SprkigfiBld Scaly at Wbroester Mod- 
est showing on futfles debut behkid Slum Of Gold at Haydock (2m4f) and may be 
better sated by todays shorter top 

TBf And Turn: Sent Or# to Pitochestown far second bumper attempt Sttosecpenify 
2rfo to ttsortyme st Akittae and Happy hfossvMLuctov; doing notiiing wrong ugamst : 
a rival who got firs mn on him. Fine chance on tutfee debut 
Wkidsong: Artkoss half-brother to Robfas ftida Piobably best waktind on debut 
Deep C Diva: Showed abtey ki bunpere wfwi traned by An Okt though dsappokted 
on hirrlp ^ r fefrn harmrl Kariai Ng na ntai s (Cartry Kns 2nd) a VlfarwIOc Can do bet- 
ter and from a bang«hform stabb 

Kabyfia Ouesb Stowed her first ggmmer of abfity at Heretad cn reappearance when 
7th of tS to Ftemango. May stS struggle in tffo 

VERDICT. Tony McCoy e on board OPTIMISTIC THINKER for the first time stocc 
the bumper wii and Tbm Geogto charge has nothhg erf flie tatara of Sudtade o 
contend with todtay. Bucksd03 vaner Kkcky Henderson has talvi disrge of Deep C 
Ohm so he knowB what lt» mare has to beet Deep C Dfca must rate a teg danger 
with Henderson's horses being In such pert farm RufiUfc, who started as short » 

5-4 when makng his debut al Warcester, Is another profaatty caprtfe of better than 
he has shown, and Tffi And Ran has to be respected on the obity shown ki bunpem 


335: (2m 71 110yds. novice heap hurdle) 

1. YOU’RE AGOOOUN 
A P McCoy 5-2 tev 

2. VMtgsn R Suppto 7-1 

3. Ltnwood L Wyer 7-1 

Also: 9-2 Teal Bay (6th). 9-2 True ffcsfon. 
5-1 Roekcifte Gossto (Slh), 9-1 Jabru 12- 
i Owtabeatm, 2P-i Shared Risk. 33-1 
Plaid Maid (4th). 

10 ran. 6, 1*/.. 13, 5, 26 (M Pipe, Wdlng- 
ten) Tote: wn £400; places £170. £2.40, 
£18Q DF: C234G CSF: £22.02. Tncasi: 
£10997. 

PiacepoL £7820 Ouadpot £7000 
Place 6: £1795 Place 5: nasa 


MUSSELBURGH 

Good, Good to Firm in places 


1225: 1. MR LURPAK (Mr J P McNamara) 

2- 7 ; Z Northern Union 7-2: 3. Oh So Cosy 
5-4 fav Bran. 1. H. (F Murphy. Mddeham) 
1MK £290; Ctn.Cl3a cm DF: EBOQ CSF: 
£864. 

1238: 1. ALBRIGHTON (Mr J P McNarm- 
ra) 4-1 ; z Rovaretlo 5-2; 3. Polo Venliiie 

3- 1 13 ran. 9-4 fav Naviaaky (4th). ^ 12. (F 
Murphy. Uddeham). Tote: £8.70; £240, 
ClfiO. ftTO DF: CB5a CSF: £7443. 

125: 1. ARDRINA (Mr J P McNamara) 2-S 
fair. Z Manhattan Rainbow B-1; 3. Keep 
Clear 71-2. 5 ran. 7, 2fi (F Mirphy. WdcSe- 
ham) Tote: £150; £i«l £MQ DF: £2.0. CSF: 
£4BQ NR: Jessofe. 

125: 1. BIT O MAGIC (A Dobbn) 5-1; Z 
Donna's Dancer 18-1; 3. Ptaasedaspunch 
74- L 8 ton- 1-3 far Farceur du Mesni (fet) 
IQ 9 (R Alan Corirton-Tneedl Tbte: ESJO; 
ClfiO £430 EMU DF: £16490: CSF: E720L 
225: 1. HUNTING SLANE (A Dobfcsi) SI ; 
Z JOB Buzz 2-1 lav; 3. Wicklow Way 8-1 
7 ran- 3Q 4 (C Grant Banyan) 1MK 040; 
£290 £180 DF; £900 CSF: £588 Q% three 
fnrtied. 

ZS5: 1. SHANAGARRY ft* J F McNama- 
ra) 61 : 2. Marter Bavatd 6-4 tan 4 ran. & 
(F Mwphy. Mdtfehan) 1MK W40 DF: E28Q 
CSF: £7004 Orty two fnsfied. 

325: 1. NATIVE AFFAIR (W Dowkng) 77-10 
(av; 2 TTBw&UIB- 1:3. Ptenty Courage 33- 
110rBn.5.2’fc. (L Urgo Camriharetown) 
TotK £27D: £220 £220 £750 DF: £2820 
CSF: £2144. kfte: CucfuJsinn. Handsome 
Henry. 

Placepot £21250 Ouadpot £3030 
Piece B: EttSflft Piece 5: EWfiO 


TAUNTON 

Good to Soft (Soft in places) 

1? 50: 1. YQKKI MOPPIE (M A Fitzgerald) 
7-2; Z Polar Champ 5-1; 3. Gtadiateur IV 
7-2 13 ran. 3-1 la. Femy hb. b. s (N Hen- 
derson) Tbte: £020. £790 £180. £M20 DF: 
£990 CSF; £2122. Non Runner Rv K Alona 
120: 1. ROLLCALL (RWidgefl 73-2; Z Ori- 
ental Boy 7-4 tar. 3. Duntticks View 50-1 
14 raa E £ (R Afoetl Tots: £720 £220 £19Q 
£1050 DF: £1090 CSF: £1750 TflraeT: 

1 SO: 1. TOP SKIPPER (M A FitzparaU) 3-1 
lav; Z Pablo's Jet 7-2: 3. Hotspur street 
12-1 11 ran. 156 (VGreenwayl Tote: £380; 
£)2Q £140 ffilO DF: £560 CSF: £7231 Tn- 
C3SC £104,78. 

220: 1.TME FOR ACTION (.1 M^ee) 52 far 
Z AUbtUc kfist 4-1; 3. Dragon Kfeg 5-1 8 
ran. 73. & (C Mann) Tote: £370; STMO £130, 
£730 DF: £1720 CSF: C7243 Tncast £42.ia 
220: 1. CENTO (R Dunwoody) 9-1; 2. 
Upham Surprise 3-1 Jt fav. 3. Granby Bed 
4-i 13 ran. 3-1 Jt fav Srrongdaka pth) a 
1 V-. (Mrs S VWams) Tbte: £040; £25Q £2XL 
£180 DF: -3450 CSF: £3357. Tncast 
£12206 NR: The Booring BriH 
320: 1. NO FIDDLING (E Husband) 72-1; 2. 
Beatson 71 -5 fav. 3. Space Cappa 40- 1 14 
ran. 'A. 14 (G McCrxtl) Tbte; £17.70. £440, 
£220 £1100 DF: £3770 CSF: £4152. Tncesr 
£1205.73. NRs: Coolree. Glalsnock Lad 
3^0: 1. CRACK SHOT (N WBamson) 7-2; 
Z Kenttord Busy B &-1 ; 3. Cassia 3-1 12 
ran. 9-4 fav Bmsrde (4th) 1 V«. 2. (J Nevle) 
Tbte: £4.70: C£X» £160. £200 DF: £1530 
CSF; £2413 NR: Our Lothfc 
JwkpOC not won, pool of E145O&50 car- 
ried forward lo Stratford today. 

Placepot £2120. Ouadpot CS15Q 
Place 5: £2533. Place s- £1050 


l/fflE INDEPENDENT 

RAQNG SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

UVE COMMENTA HIESl HESUUS I 


STRATTORD 

971 

981 

CAR1M 

972 

982 

UNCHBD 

973 

983 


ALL COURSES RSULTS 

0891 261 970 
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Gallagher’s 


rethink gives 


Arsenal hope 


ARSENAL WERE last night hop- 
ing that the season of goodwill 
from referees to players con- 
tinues after Aston Villa's goal- 
keeper was given a reprieve by 
the referee Dermot G allagh er 
for his sending-off in the Box- 
ing Day game against Black- 
burn. 

G allagh er plans to write to 
the Football Association in- 
forming them that he made a 
“genuine error of judgment" in 
Oakes’ case - and that will 
give hope to Arsene Wenger in 
his bid to force another refer- 
ee, Uriah Rennie, into a simi- 
lar change of heart over the red 
card he showed Patrick Vieira 
for use of the elbow in Monday’s 
game at Chariton. 

While Villa's hopes of con- 
tinuing their quest for the Pre- 
miership title will be vastly 
improved by the news. Arse- 
nal’s chances of retaining the 
championship could be harmed 
irreparably by a suspension 
for Vieira, according to their for- 
mer player Alan Smith. 

The Oakes reprieve came 
after Gallagher reviewed video 
evidence with his linesman, 
Dave Horlick, and the Premier 
League referee's officer; Philip 
Don. The incident occurred 
with Villa trailing 1-0 in a game 
they went on to lose 2-1. and one 
which left the Villa manager; 
John Gregory, fuming with 
Gallagher 

Oakes caught a loose ball 
just inside his own area with his 
momentum carrying him for- 
ward, although he immediate- 
ly released the ball as he 
reached the 18-yard line. Gal- 
lagher however, derided to 
issue a red card after the lines- 
man had flagged, wrongly as It 
turned out, to indicate that 
Oakes had handled the ball 
outside the penally area. 

The furore, with the S^y 


By Mark Pierson 


cameras proving Oakes did not 
handle the ball out of his area, 
spurred Gallagher to look at 

video replays along with Horlick 

and Don. 

A Premier League spokes- 
man, Mike Lee, said: “Dermot 
Gallagher in consultation with 
Philip Don, the Premier 
League's referees' officer; has 
reviewed the video of the send- 
ing-off of Aston Villa goalkeep- 
er Michael Oakes in the game 
against Blackburn. 

“In discussion with refer- 
ee’s assistant Dave Horlick, 
they have concluded that there 
was a genuine error of judg- 
ment by the assistant. 

“Mr Gallagher will how be 
writing to the FA to inform 
them of his conclusion, with a 
view to the sending-off not 
being dealt with as a discipli- 
nary matter:" 

The matter is now in the 
hands of the FA, who are cer- 
tain to accept the reconsid- 
ered views of Gallagher and 
quash Oakes' red card, ac- 
cording to Don. 

Don said: “At the end of the 

day we want to see the right de- 
cisions are made and Dermot 
has agreed to write to the FA 
and inform them an error was 
made. 

“I would now expect the FA 
to reverse the decision once 
they receive Dermot’s letter 
and his report. 

“It’s obviously good news 
for Aston Villa, but if we are 
seen to be making the right 
moves, then on this occasion it’s 
to the credit of the referee's 
assistant'' 

Meanwhile, Vieira is due for 
a suspension after he became 
Arsenal’s sixth player this sea- 
son to be sent off, in Monday’s 
game at Chariton. The Gunners 


have also accumulated 46 yel- 
low cards between them this 
season, a record that their for- 
mer striker Smith feels will 
seriously disrupt their chances 
of defending the tide. 

“It is a problem,’’ said Smith, 
who was booked just once in his 

entire Arsenal career; in the 

1993 FA Cup final replay against 
Sheffield Wednesday at Wemb- 
ley. “With all the injuries Arse- 
nal have had the last thing 
they need is to lose players like 
Vieira through suspension. 

“I felt for him because his 
sending-off at Chariton looked 
harsh, and if the suspension is 
upheld then they will miss 

him. ” 


Smith, like everybody else, 
cannot understand why Arsenal 
attract such a bad record, but 
he fears it will be harmfol in the 
long-run. 

He said: “It has been a long- 
standing problem, the disci- 
pline at Arsenal It is something 
which doesn't get any better: 

“Arsene needs all his bqys to- 
gether. It is bad enough that 
they are not going to have 
Nicolas Anelka and Dennis 
Bergkamp for a while through 
injury - that will affect them 
without having to worry about 
suspensions. 

“In the final run-in last sea- 
son Arsenal had everybody 
available, and I think they need 
that if they are going to have a 
good chance of retaining their 
title.” 

Arsenal have appealed to 
referee Rennie to reverse 
Vieira's red card after television 
evidence had suggested the of- 
fence was not as serious as it 
might have seemed. 

Besides Vieira, the other 
five Arsenal players to be dis- 
missed this season are Petit, 
Lee Dixon, Martin Keown, Ray 
Parlour and Gflles GrimandL 



Aston Villa’s Michael Oakes is dismissed by Dermot Gallagher at Ewood Park on Boxing Day Action Images 


Freund to make friends at Spurs 


GEORGE GRAHAM can hardly 
wait for Steffen Freund, Tot- 
tenham's latest German im- 
port, to arrive in the new year 
and provide the glint of steel 
which he believes is funda- 
mental to his White Hart Lane 
revolution. 

But having wrapped up the 
£750,000 signing of the tough- 
tackling international midfield- 
er from Borussia Dortmund 
last week, Graham has agreed 
to honour Freund's commit- 
ment to a family holiday with his 
wife. Ilka, and their two children 
during the Bundesliga's mid- 
season winter break. 

Freund, a qualified lock- 
smith, is expected to make his 
Tottenham debut at Sheffield 
Wednesday on 9 January. 


Graham is convinced he mil 
soon become known to the 
Spurs fans as their midfield en- 
forcer as well as a player who 
can open more doors for an al- 
ready well -equipped attack. 

Jurgen Klins mann was the 
star who restored charisma to 
Tottenham - even during some 
dark days under previous man- 
agers, Ossie Ardiles, Gerry 
Francis and Christian Gross - 
but Freund is the battler Gra- 
ham believes Spurs now need 
most of all to help establish an 
era of lasting success. 

The Spurs manager said: 
“I'm delighted to have signed 
him and he will be coming here 
to do what he is good at - win- 
ning the ball and then passing it 
“There is great enthusiasm 


running through the side now, 
but we still need something 
more to make sure the im- 
provement continues. 

“It’s something that the top 
teams like Manchester United, 
Arsenal and Chelsea all have, 
players who dominate the mid- 
field and make others play. 

“This guy has all the experi- 
ence in the world with Borussia 
Dortmund in their European 
campaigns and with Germany 
as part of their squad in Euro 96 
and the World Cup finals. It will 
be a couple of weeks before he’s 
here, but he'll soon become a 
big favourite with the fans." 

Monday's 4-1 win over Ever^ 
ton was Tottenham’s most con- 
clusive White Hart Lane victory 
for two years and further proof 


that Graham is getting the 
maximum out of a squad who 
flirted dangerously with rele- 
gation last season. The win ex- 
tended an unbeaten home 
record under Graham to eight 
matches, but he is far from sat- 
isfied with a respectable mid- 
table position. 

Freund is only Graham's 
second signing for Spurs, and 
he is still waiting for the £1.6m 
former Ipswich full-back. 
Maurido Taricco, to recover 
fully from an ankle injury after 
his move to Tottenham five 
weeks ago. 

Freund has 21 German caps, 
but his international career 
has been dogged by injuries and 
he has not yet figured in the 
plans of the new German 


coach, Erich Ribbeck. Freund 
was bom in Brandenburg and 
was one of the first East Ger- 
man players to be capped by the 
unified international side. He 
played for Schalke 04 before 
joining Borussia Dortmund in 
1993. 

His contract at Dortmund 
was due to expire at the end of 
this season and he would have 
become a free agent The Tot- 
tenham director of football, 
David Pleat said: “We wanted 
to do the deal now because Fre- 
und is the kind of midfield action 
man that every club needs.” 

Now Graham is looking at 
the French midfielders Main 
Goma (Paris St Germain) and 
Michael Debeve (Lens) as pos- 
sible targets. 


Beckenbauer 
fears Brazil 


Oxford to launch League pay-per-view 


OXFORD'S FIXTURE with Sun- 
derland at the Manor Ground 
on 27 February will make foot- 
ball history when it becomes 
the first competitive Football 
League game in this country to 
be screened via pay-per-view. 

The League yesterday an- 
nounced details surrounding 
their pay-per-view experiment 
which they hope will lead to six 
matches broadcast by the end 
of the season. 

Manchester City's trip to 
Colchester on 20 March has also 
been earmarked for live cover- 
age, with both matches sched- 
uled for a 6pm kick-off and 
broadcast by Sky Box Office. 
The Fbotball League are in 


discussion with their member 
dubs in a bid to show up to four 
more live games, with each 
available to Sky subscribers 
for a one-off fee of £7.95. 

Sky's coverage already takes 
in 60 matches plus the play-offs, 
and the League chief execu- 
tive, Richard Scudamore, said: 
“It has long been known that 
football has been looking at the 
opportunities offered % pay- 
per-game broadcasting. 

“We feel the time is right to 
show a limited number of 
games and Sky have helped us 
to do this. Tfelevision and foot- 
ball are constantly evolving 
and we have to be responsible. 

“These matches will bring in 


extra revenue for the dubs and 
the League at a time when it is 
very much needed, and fans 
who cannot get a ticket or trav- 
el to a game will welcome the 
chance to see them. However 
both the Fbotball League and 
Sky Television want to beep the 
correct balance of coverage and 
to ensure that existing broadcast 
arrangements are unaffected." 

It is believed the financial 
split will see Sky take half of the 
subscribed fee, with the rest 
then divided three ways be- 
tween the home team, away 
side and the Football League. 

The League believes pay- 
per-view will proride them with 
much-needed leverage when it 


comes to negotiating a new 
television deal. Spokesman 
Chris Hull said: “This is an op- 
portunity for us to gather in- 
formation and research into 
the pay-per-view concept This 
is not a money-making exercise. 

“There’s also an element of 
customer care involved as we 
will be targeting matches which 
will quite dearly have a full ca- 
pacity, with many fans unable to 
attend The main thing is that 
pay-per-view will be beneficial 

to the Fbotball League come the 
next round of TV deal negotia- 
tions, whenever they wQJ be. 

“We will be In possession of 
more details regarding pay- 
per-view, which will form a sig- 


nificant part of broadcasting in 
the 21st century.” 

The Sky Sports managing di- 
rector, Vic Wakeling, under- 
lined the commitment to their 
existing customers will not 
alter; despite the introduction of 
pay-per-view. 

He said: “This wifi not affect 
our existing live coverage of Sky 
Sports in any way. During this 
experiment, Sky Bax Office will 
simply offer extra live match- 
es. concentrating on games 
which look sure to be sell-outs. 

“Sky Sports will continue to 
show 60 live games from across 
the divisions of the Nationwide 
Football League, plus all three 
play-off finals live.” 


FRANZ BECKENBAUER be- 
lieves Brazil poses a greater 
threat to Germany's hopes of 
staging the 2006 World Cup 
than England, but the sugges- 
tion could be another attempt 
to belittle England's bid. The 
initial deadline for applications 
is two days away. 

The newly elected vice-pres- 
ident of the German Football 
Association and head of Ger- 
many’s World Cup organising 
committee personally handed 
in his country’s bid to Fife, the 
world game’s ruling body. 

En g land, Brazil, South Africa, 
Egypt Ghana and Morocco are 
the other six nations vying for 
the right to stage the tourna- 
ment with the latter three re- 
garded as virtual non-starters. 
Candidates have until 30 April 
next year to confirm their offi- 
cial bid. A Fife spokesman said 
he did not expect Argentina 
and Nigeria to apply 

Beckenbauer said: “It’s up to 
us. We have to show the world 
that Germany is the best place 
to organise a World Cup. But I 
regard Brazil as the more dan- 
gerous rival to Germany than 
England, although we still have 
a lot of homework to do." 

Beckenbauer thinks South 
Africa, the apparent choice of 
the Fife president, Sepp Blat- 
ter; will struggle to meet the 
strict criteria for hosting the 
World Cup laid down by the 
game's governing body. Fife 
require that eight to 12 stadi- 
ums have a capacity of at least 


40,000, with one ground able to 
accommodate 80,000-plus and 
another over 60,000. 

In the first week of January, 
Fife will start asking questions 
concerning security, taxes, cus- 
toms, visas and telecommuni- 
cations, before delving into 
other matters like infrastruc- 
ture, accommodation and trans- 
port facilities in the bidding 
countries, as well as arrange- 
ments for ticket sales and the 
specific circumstances of the 
grounds included in the bids. 

Beckenbauer and the Ger- 
man FA’s president, Egidius 
Braun, are soon to meet the 
German finance minister, 
Oskar Lafontaine, and the 
home secretary Otto Schlly, to 
ask them to abolish certain 
taxes, which if enforced would 
reduce Fife's profits. 

■ Joseph Blatter; the chairman 
of Fife, is concerned about the 
influx of money into football 
watering down its real value as 
a people's sport In an article in 
Germany’s sports weekly 
Kicker . Blatter also says he is 
also concerned by the influence 
of business and television on 
the game. “Even accepting the 
rules of supply and demand, we 
must still ask ourselves 
whether too much money 
comes into play, whether the 
players have lost their moder- 
ation and become too egotisti- 
cal and influential? Is not the 
influence of industry, televi- 
sion, and even politics too 
great?" 


Blackburn 
finally 
sign Ward 
for £4.5m 



ASHLEY WARD last nightbe- 
came Brian Kidd's second sign- 


inp since he took over as 

& . mmnnO 
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Barnsley on a four and a halt 
year contract believed to be 

worth £14,000 a week. 

Ward is seen as the perfect 
substitute for Chris Sutton, 
who will miss the next six 


jury during the 2-1 victory over 
Aston Villa on Boxing Day. The 

28-year- old, who follows the 
ex-Newcastle winger Keith 
Gfflespie to the dub, looks cer- 
tain to make his debut in this 
Saturday’s FA Cup third round 
tie at home to Chariton. 

Newcastle are expected to 
unveil the defender Didier 
Domi as their latest signing this 
morning for a fee of around £4m 
from Paris St- Germain. Domi 
was on Tyneside yesterday, but 
did not travel to Liverpool with 
the squad. 

The former French interna- i 
tional Mickati Madaris moving 
the other way and joining PSG 
on a six-month loan from Ever- 
ton, the French dub said yes- 
terday. The 30-year-old striker 
joined Everton a year ago from 
the S panis h dub, Deportivo La 
ConuSa. 

The Rangers manager; Dick 
Advocaat, has refused to com- 
mit hfms elf to the dub beyond 
his existing two-year contract 
The Dutchman stressed that 
talk of his long-term future is 
premature, even though he has 
said he thinks the job of mak- 
ing Rangers as strong as he 
would like will take longer than 
the year and a half remaining 
on his present deal 

The Scottish veteran striker I 
John McGinlay has signed an 18- 
month contract with Oldham 
Athletic. The 34-year-old has 
been paid on a match-to-match 
basis since joining the Second 
Division stragglers from Brad- 
ford in Octobe; after recovaing 
from persistent Achilles ten- 
don trouble that ended his 
hopes of going to the World 
Cup in France with Scotland 

McGinlay will be reminded 
of one of his finest moments 
when he feces Chelsea in the ^ 
FA Cup third round at Bound- ’’ 
ary Park on Saturday. He was 
part of the Botton team that had 
remarkable cup runs in 1996, 
scoring in a memorable League 
Cup victory over Chelsea. 

McGinfay said-’ “Fm pleased 
to have got this contract sort- 
ed out Initially Oldham were 
only offering me a deal until the 
end of the season, but to get the 
extra year is a big boost 

Preston’s manager; Damff- 
Moyes, will use £600,000 from' 
coffers swelled by income from 
the forthcoming FA Cup tie 
against Arsenal to finance a 
club record bid for Richard 
Cresswefi. Moyes has made an 
offer fertile York striker who is 
also being watched by Premier 
League clubs. York value 
Cresswefi at £im 

Preston will have a sell-out 
crowd at Deepdale against the 
Double winners and with live TV 
coverage they are guaranteed 
around £300,000 from the night. 

The veteran Italian mid- j 
fielder Nicola Berti, is leav ing \ t 
Tottenham to join Fluminense 
in Brazil. The Rio dub said yes- 
terday that the 31-year-old 
would sign a two-year contract 
with them on Saturday. The 
contract, said to be worth 
£250,000 a year, is expected to 
be financed in part by Brazil's 
FonteCindam investment hank 

Berti, who played for Italy in 
the Wbrld Cups of 1990 and 1994, 
is part of a rebuilding campaign 
by Fluminense, who slipped 
into the equivalent of the Third 
“vision last season after being 

one of Brazil's leading clubs in 
the Eighties . 

The 31-year-old French de- A-\ 
fender. Jean-Guy Wallemme, ‘v 
who joined Coventry from Lens 
m summer is expected to 
complete his return to France 
today by signing fo r sochaux. 
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Juventus may link 


Dugarry and Sukur 


Palmeiras relish living up to their bad-boy image 


JUVENTUS ARE poised to pull 
off a double transfer coup and 
link the French World Cup win- 
ning forward Christophe 
Dugarry with leading Turkish ' 
striker Hakan Sukur 
Dugarry 26, is believed to be 
on the point of joining the Ital- 
ian Serve A giants from Mar- 
seilles for around 14 billion lire 
i £5 .2mi, the Italian newspaper 
Gassetta dello Sport reported 
yesterday. It said Dugarry 
would join the Italian champi- 
ons after the new year and 
would be ready to face his for- 
mer club Milan in a league 
match on 6 January. Dugarry 


has a clause in his contract 
which permits him to leave 
Marseilles at the end of this sea- 
son for 14 billion lire, but the 
French dub would be willing to 
release him immediately, the 
Gazzetta said. 

Juventus have been scour- 
ing the transfer market for a re- 
placement for Alessandro Del 
Hero, who has torn cruciate lig- 
aments in his left knee. 

And Sukur has revealed 
that he is also considering a 
move to Juventus from 
Galatasaray in a transfer 
which newspapers say is worth 
a possible £9m. 


BRAZIL 


FOR THE second time this 
season Palmeiras have been 
accused of violent and un- 
sportsmanlike conduct. On 
Tuesday, Cruzeiro, their op- 
ponents in the Copa Mercosur 
final, left: no one in any doubt 
as to their fedings. “Palmeiras 
do not play hard, they play 
violently, they have been kick- 
ing players off the ball for a 
long time," said the Cruzeiro 
coach, Levir Cuipi. 

‘‘They celebrate goals with 
obscene gestures, provoke our 
players and, when tear team is 
winning, the ball-boys vanish.” 
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the team from Sao Paulo was 
violent 

This could be seen as an 
overreaction to robust play 
until you realise that the 
Palmeiras coach, Luiz Felipe 
Scolari, has publicly urged his 
team to commit more fouls. 

It could also been seen as a 
rather foolhardy reaction from 
Cuipi as his team’s 3-1 loss in 
the second leg forced a deader 
- to be played at Palmeiras. 


Vasco da Gama’s prepara- 
tion for their game against 
Palmeiras earlier this season 
was to take out special insur- 
ance because they claimed 


RUSSIA 


OLEG RQMANTSEV, the head 
coach of the champions, Spar- 
tak Moscow, took charge of the 
national team for the second 


time on Monday. He succeeded 
Anatoly Byshovets, sacked tins 
month after five months in 
charge and six consecutive 
losses, including three Euro- 
pean Championship qualifiers. 

Roman tsev previously led 
Russia to the finals of Euro 96 
but was dismissed after they 
gained just one point from 
three games. 

SPAIN 

DESPITE A 5-0 thrashing of 
Nigeria last week the chances 
of Catalonia entering sepa- 
rate teams in major competi- 
tions has been quickly 
dismissed. The minister of 


state for sport, Santiago Fisas, 
said: “Tm not against the idea 
of regional selections playing 
friendly fixtures but I don’t 
thinkit is possible given Span- 
ish legislation, along with the 
regulations of the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee 
and international federations, 
that regional selections can 
take precedence over a Span- 
ish national team.” 

The friendly was played be- 
fore an almost capacity crowd 
at the Barcelona's Olympic 
Stadium, with banners de- 
manding sporting indepen- 
dence and “Freedom for 
Catalonia". 


,„’'i d “ Alonso . the Catalonia 
S' has ™! ioub| s about his 
ade s capabilities. -I think we 
^at the tevel of nntfoS 

Belgium or Scot- 
land, he said. 
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turkeys of Tigers 


^BARBARIANS RUGBY no longer 
matters a fig. unless you hap- 
pen to relish the opportunity of 
reminding your former em- 
ployers that you can actually 
play a biL Eric Milieu the Lion 
who failed to cut the mustard 
amongst the Tigers of Leices- 
ter. reintroduced himself to the 
Welford Road faithful yesterday 
afternoon and took immense 
pleasure in force-feeding Dean 
Richards. Martin Johnson and 
company an unpalatable help- 
ing of ice-cold turkey. 

Eighteen months ago. Miller 
was the talk of this remarkable 
sporting town; christened the 
“new Deano" by a crowd 
reared on back-row brilliance, 
he made the Lions tour of 
South Africa with something to 
spare and would have started 
the first Test in Cape Tbwn had 


By Chris hevvett 


Leicester 

Barbarians 


24 

38 


he not fallen ill 48 hours before 
kick-off. At which point, his ca- 
reer went into free-fall. His 
form and fitness dipped. 
Leicester stopped picking him 
and his appetite quickly disap- 
peared in the same direction as 
his confidence. 

Hence his decision to cut his 
losses and head back home Lo 
Ireland. It has done him the 
world of good, clearly. Togeth- 
er with his no-nonsense part- 
ners from mainland Europe, 
Massimo Giovanelli and Jan 
Machacek, he gave his old club- 
mates their biggest seasonal 


hurry-up since they last tack- 
led the new year sales. Miller’s 
try four minutes into the second 
half bore the stamp of a genuine 
footballer and it gave the Baa- 
Baas. who spent all of four 
hours preparing for the game, 
the launch-pad for a third con- 
secutive victory over their tra- 
ditional Christmas hosts. 


Craig Chalmers, that ever- 
green outskie-half from the Scot- 
tish borders, made the other 
telling contribution, registering 
13 points in a flawless display of 
goal-kicking. The 14.000-p'lus 
crowd were not amused by his 
decision to take the penalty 
points as Leicester’s midfield 
stumbled offside six minutes 


from time - apparently it was not 
in keeping with the occasion - 
but as the favourite son of Mel- 
rose pointed out later even Bar- 
barians recognise a main 
chance when they see one. 

Leicester might well have 
notched a victory bad their front- 
line internationals stayed the 
course, but Johnson and Neil 


Proudfoot boost for Scotland 


SCOTLAND’S HOPES of a suc- 
cessful Five Nations campaign 
1 'eceived a boost yesterday as 
the prop Matt Proudfoot pre- 
pared to return to competitive 
rugby following a neck injury. 
The front row man is hoping to 
turn out for MeLrose seconds 
this weekend after three 
months on the sidelines. 


His return to full fitness be- 
fore the first Five Nations game 
with Wales on 6 February would 
be a boost for the selectors. 

The Sale winger Tom Beizn, 
who played for England on last 
summer's Down Under tour, 
has been put on the transfer list 
at his own request Their coach, 
John Mitchell, said: “It will be 


sad to lose a player like Tom. But 
I understand he is unhappy and 
we have agreed to his request" 
Beim is out injured but bis 
left wing spot has been filled by 
Steve Handley, who has scored 
four tries in his last three 
league games and is rated as 
one of the hottest young prop- 
erties in the English game. 


Back were both gone inside 30 
minutes and Richard Cockerill 
was withdrawn at half-time. 
Most damag in g ^ of all Leon 
Lloyd, who looked a handful on 
the left wing, left after 26 min- 
utes. ‘‘He got a bit of a bump," 
said Richards, whose diagnostic 
skills are unlikely to bring about 
a 21st century revolution in 
medical science. 

In all seriousness. Lloyd 
looked sharp enough to warrant 
the once- over from Clive Wood- 
ward. The England coach is 
probably loath to watch any 
more wings, having chosen 12 
of them in 16 months, but any- 
one quick enough to give as 
sharp an opponent as Derek 
Stark the run-around must 
have something going for him. 
Lloyd created an opening try for 
Back on nine minutes before 


finishing beautifully himself 
five minutes later and Leices- 
ter were nowhere near as 
threatening in his absence. 


Leicester; Tries Bach. Lloyd. Joiner, 
Srimpson. Comcrsloas Silmpson 2 . Bar- 
barians: Tries Evans. Milter. Martin. 
Giimes, Machacek-, Cararcfsbos Chalmers 
5. Penalty Chalmers. 

LEICESTER: T Stlmpson: C joiner. S Por- 
ter. J Smart. L Lloyd (M Horak. 261. G Mur- 
phy (A Goode, h-ti, A Healey JJ Hamilton, 
ft-r): D Jelley (P Freshwater. 6* J. R Cock- 
ctlll ID West. h-t). G Rowrntree. M John- 
son (capt; R Hurrell. 261. N Fletcher. O 
IMngham. W Johnson. N Back (L Moody. 
16). 

BARBARIANS: L Crixuokt (Coventry and 
Argentina!: D Stark (Glasgow Caledonians 
and Scotland). S Hassfegs (Edinburgh 
Reiver? and Scotland, capt). L Martin [Se- 
ries- Bordeaux and Italy). H Tftomeycraft 
[Northampton): C Chalmers [Edinburgh 
Reivers and Scotland I. D Scully (Rother- 
ham). M Cutritu iCahnsanc. and Italy). J 


Evans (Bristol). J Mallect (Bath and En^ 


land). J Chandler {Northampton] 
Grimes (Glasgow Caledonians and Scot- 
land], M GtovanelR (Narbonne and Italy). 
J Machacek (Sale and Czech Republic). E 


Miller (Leinster and Ireland) Repbce- 
i: t I Dnyfcy (Harlequlnsi lor nans. 


60: P Davies (Henley) for Sraric. 71: M 
»>«»* ■' (Henley) lor Giovanelli. 79 
Referee: S Lander (Liverpool). 



comes in 


A batch of Australian imports are 
now in place for Gateshead's Super 
League debut. By Dave Hadfield 


IT WAS not so much a case of 
when the boat comes in as 
when the plane puts down for 
the North-east's youngest 
sporting franchise. 

£ Gateshead Thunder's first 
batch of players from Australia, 
their assorted wives, children 
and girlfriends, flew into New- 
castle Airport yesterday to start 
preparing for the newly born 
club's first season in Super 
League. 

•Tm starting to feel like 
we’ve got a team now,” said 
Gateshead’s chief executive. 
Shane Richardson, as he 
watched the new arrivals as- 
semble at the club's base at 

- Blgydons rugby union ground 
They look like they could play 
a game now." 

That will not be required of 
this first rumble of the Thunder 
from Down Under until the 
Super League season kicks off 
at the start of March, but the 
process of team bonding has al- 
ready begun - in mid-air as the 
party of 27 players and depen- 
dents travelled from Sydney, via 
Singapore and Amsterdam, to 
T>ieside. 

'We left on Monday night 
after the holiday weekend and 
we've been getting to know 
each other on the flight," said 
Ben Sammut, a 23-year- old full- 
back or booker whose only pre- 
vious visit to England was to 
play for Cronulla in the World 


Club Championship 18 months 
ago. 

“A lot of us hadn't met each 
other before, so this has been 
a good start for us. We’re all up 
for it and looking forward to it 
as an adventure, especially as 
we’re launching a new dub. 

*Tve known Shane fora long 
time and the calibre of player 
he was talking about bringing 
here was a huge attraction. 
Looking around, he's been as 
good as his word. 

"The feet that we’re all Aus- 
tralian could possibly count 
against us with the local people. 
It's up to us to go out and win 
some football matches and 
make ourselves part of the 
community that way. Every- 
body likes winners." 

Training to be winners starts 
in earnest on Monday, after a 
second tranche of players flies 
in from Australia to join their 
fellow-countrymen and a sprin- 
kling of home-based players, in- 
cluding - in what sounds like a 
music hall joke - an Irishman, 
a Welshman and a Geordie. 

Another of the driving forces 
behind the new club, Kath Het- 
herington, makes no apologies 
for launching the side with 
such a strong Australian con- 
tent 

"Sport in this country has 
been so badly neglected that if 
you were starting up in any 
sport at professional level you 



Adam Maher (right) and his Gateshead Thunder team-mates and their families arrive at Gateshead airport yesterday 


Will Walker 


would have to look overseas," 
she said. 

The Thunder, particularly 
Richardson, an experienced 
administrator Down Under 
have certainly searched hard 
and productively in Australia, 
with the South Sydney scrum- 
half, Willie Filers, perhaps their 
most startling acquisition. 

Peters has been tipped as a 
future Australian Tfest half- 
back, which makes it all the 
more remarkable that he 
should have uprooted at the age 
of 19 to play for a new franchise 


in an unknown environment 
"People have said things like 
that about me, but you can go 
out the next week, have a bad 
game and it means nothing," he 
said. "Tm just excited by the op- 
portunity to come somewhere 
new, start from fresh and by to 
make myself a name here." 

Players crossing the world in 
either direction can find them- 
selves left to their own devices; 
but not Gateshead’s first plane- 
load. 

Rather than let them slip qui- 
etly into the country, the Thun- 


der turned their arrival into a 
promotional event, introduc- 
ing them to the national and the 
particularly vital regional 
media, before packing them 
off in their club Rovers to their 
club houses, clustered near 
each other in an attempt to 
avoid ary problems of isolation. 

“Tf they settle in weft, well 
succeed If not we wont” is the 
way Richardson sees it Their 
base in Blaydon will be an im- 
portant part of creating a sense 
of purpose and unity off the 
field. The North Two rugby 


union dub, with a swanky new 
clubhouse and training facili- 
ties, both of which it needs to 
have used has volunteered it- 
self as a home from home for 
the new club. 

“We don’t see them as rivals; 
we see them as as a comple- 
mentary sport" said their 
chairman, Peter Stokoe. 
"There is bound to be some 
cross-fertilisation, some mu- 
tual benefit "We tried to build 
up a similar relationship with 
the Newcastle Falcons, but 
they weren’t very interested 


and it turned out to be all one 
way.” 

The Falcons have pulled 
back from their grand ambi- 
tions south of the Tyne, but 
Stokoe, despite his rugby union 
background, is sanguine about 
the Thunder succeeding where 
they felled “With all due re- 
spect to what Newcastle tried 
to do, these are professional 
people," he said as Richardson, 
Hetherington and their coach, 
Shaun McRae got their new- 
comers oiganised “That’s the 
difference." 


Sampras 5 
put-down 
for the 
Davis Cup 


TENNIS 


BY JOHN ROBERTS 


PETE SAMPRAS will not play for 
the United States against 
Britain in the first round of the 
Davis Cup World Group at 
Birmingham's National indoor 
Arena next Easter 12 to 4 April). 
The world No l has told the 
United States captain, Tom 
Gullikson. that his quest for in- 
dividual honours comes before 
playing for his country. 

"Winning the Slams and stay- 
ing No L that’s my priority." Sam- 
pras said in an interview with foe 
New York Times, "and I feel if I 
try" to play Davis Cup. those other 
things will be in jeopardy. Tm in 
a special situation here with 
these records, and 1 hope peo- 
ple can understand that though 
I know some won't” 

Sampras, world No l for a 
record six seasons, has won ll 
Grand Slam singles titles, one 
short of the record held by the 
Australian Roy Emerson. The 
27-year-old Californian, a mem- 
ber of victorious Davis Cup 
teams in 1992 and 1995. de- 
clared himself unavailable this 
year when the Americans were 
beaten in the semi-finals by 
Italy, 4-1, in Milwaukee. 

Andre Agassi also missed the 
Italy match because it clashed 
with his annual charity show in 
Las Vegas. Agassi has been at 
odds with foe United Tennis As- 
sociation, but it is hoped that a 
change of administration will 
persuade him to play in Birm- 
ingham. In Sampras's absence. 
Agassi and Tndd Martin may 
provide the opposition for Tim 
Henman and Greg Rusedski in 
the singles. 

Sampras has traced some of 
his past injury problems to 
Davis Cup matches. He has 
also been critical of a perceiv ed 
lack of interest in the tourna- 
ment among Americans, and 
was particularly disappointed 
with the response to his coura- 
geous display in the 1995 final 
against Russia in Moscow. 

Britain last played the Unit- 
ed States in the 1978 final in Cal- 
ifornia, John McEnroe making 
his debut in a 4-1 victory for the 
home nation. The original 
Davis Cup match was between 
the United States and the 
British Isles in Boston in 1900. 
Sampras has been “feeling 
some heat to play" because of 
the historical context of the 
match in Birmingham 

The United States will mark 
the Davis Cup centenary with a 
match in Boston in July, whether 
they beat Britain and meet Aus- 
tralia or Zimbabwe in the second 
round, or are involved in a tie to 
avoid a relegation play-off. 

Sampras said he would not 
play in the first round merely 
to help the Americans reach the 
second. “I can’t commit to 
something unless I'm going to 
finish what I start." he told the 
New York Times. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

A pair of rookies helped the play-off- 
bound Jacksonville Jaguars dose the 
regular season with an easy 21-3 \ric- 
rc.-y against the Pittsburgh S teeters 
>- -.day night. The Jaguars quar- 
JC ■ . "k. Jonathan Quinn, ran for one 
ro ■c 't -wn and threw another to Fred 
Taj'o. who rushed few 71 yards and 
a f .ori.. as the Injury-hit Jaguars re- 
bc jnded from successive defeats. 
NFU Jacksonville 21 Pittsbur gh 3. 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L PF PA 

Jacksonville 1 1 6 392 338 

Tennessee 8 8 330 320 

Pittsburgh 7 9 263 303 

Baltimore 6 JO 269 335 

Cincinnati 3 T3 268 *52 

PLAY-OFF SCHEDULE: AFC: Saturday: 
Mumi v Buffalo. Sunday: Jacksonville v 
New England. NFC: Saturday: Dallas v 
Anzona. Sunday: San Francisco v Green 
Bay. 

CRICKET 

Kenya has won a sponsorship deal 
from the local beer firm. Kenya 
Breweries, allowing the national 
tp’m to turn professional before the 
Id Cup in England nett year. The 
iya Cncke; Association said part 
. the money will be used to pay 
salaries for the 21 players and the 
training staff, including the West 
Indian coach. Alvin Kallicharan. 

DARTS 

SKOL POC WORLD DARTS CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP JOrcus Tavern. Purfleer): Hrw 
round: H RoMnson (Eng) be 5 Downs (US| 


3-2 G Mawson (Car) br R Gardner (Eng) 
3-0 J Harvey (5co) be G Verrler (US] 3-1 
J Ferrell (Eng) br D Priestley (Eng) 3-0 
BRIT15H OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Paragon Hotel, London |: Men, third 
round: P Manley (Eng) br M Freeman (E/w) 
3-0: R Coggins (Eng) br C Whrtey (Eng) 3-T. 
D Echeringron ( Eng) br D Solly (Eng) 3- 1 ; 
T Monkey (Engj be A Fcoxlham (Engj 3-1; 
R Bameveld (Ned) br B Yfeomans (Engl 3-2: 
R Widdows <Eng) bt A 5mlth (Engl 3-0. 
S Paifti* (W&IJ brCMonk (Eng] 3-2. LRal- 
lieyman |Eng) bt M Barnard (Eng) 3-1. 
Quarter -finals: Manley bt Coggins 2-0; 
Hankey bt Ethenngcon 2-1: Bameveld be 
Widdows 2-1; ftdrreyman bt Palfrey 2-1. 
Sent-fiiub: Manley bt Hankey 2-0; Barrv- 
eveW br PaJfreyrrvin 2-0 Final: Bameveld 
bt Manley 2-0. Women, quarter-finals: 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 

New Jersey 20 9 

Philadelphia .„.16 9 

Pittsburgh 14 10 

NT Rangers 12 T4 

NY Islanders ..-1 3 20 
SOUTHEAST DIVISION 
W L 

Carolina 1C 14 

Florida 13 12 

Washington 11 IB 


4101 34 44 
9 92 74 41 
7 85 84 35 
7 90 90 31 
2 87103 3B 


SKIING 


Hermann Maier. the double Olympic 
gold medallist, led an Austrian 


have been installed at the spot where 
he fell. 


sweep of eight of the top 1 0 places 
yesterday for his 


SWIMMING 


T Gulbvef lEngj br D Bateman (Eng) 3-0: 
K Smith (Eng) br C Howar (Eng) 3-2: S 


Tampa Boy 8 23 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

Detroit 17 5 

St Lords 12 11 

Nashville 13 17 

Chicago 10 20 


T GF GAPts 

5 89 84 37 

6 81 82 32 
3 70 82 25 
3 69119 19 


2106 95 36 
9 87 B3 33 

3 7 6 98 29 

4 77113 24 


NORTHWEST DIVISION 


iWrlghr bt Duffy : 
Final: Gulliver bt Wright 3-1. 


FOOTBALL 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE Second Division: 
Postponed: Aituoarh v Forfar. 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE First Mill- 
stare Postponed: Dungarmcn Swifts v Ban- 
s':"- 


Colorado 15 16 

Edmonton 1 5 16 

Vancouver 1 3 17 

Calgary 12 19 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Dallas 22 5 

Phoenix 20 7 

Anaheim 1 3 12 

San Jose 10 15 

Los Angeles — ll 21 


79 84 33 
94 89 33 
94100 30 
93102 27 


6 99 65 50 
4 91 60 44 
8 78 75 34 
B 70 75 28 
3 78 95 25 


his first lAforld Cup 
downhill win of the season. Switzer- 
land's Bruno Kernen was the high- 
est placed non-Austrian, in seventh, 
two seconds behind Maier. The 
Austrians set a record in the last raoe 
before Christmas with the cop nine 
places in a men's super giant slalom. 
WORLD CUP (Borario. It): Men's 
downhill, 1 H Maier (Auc) Imln 
54.51sec; 2 F Strobl (Aut) 1:55.21; 3 S 
Eberhorter (Autj 1 :55.79: 4 H Knauss 
(Aut) 1 -55.94: 5 F Wemer (Autl 1 :55.99: 
6 H TMnkl (Aul) 1:56.27; 7 B Kemen 
(Swlt) 1:56.50: 8 C Greber (Swit) 
1:56.63: 9 D Cuche (5wlr) 1 :56.66. 70 
A Schifferer (Aul) 1:56.69. Downhill 
standings: 1 L Kjus (Norj 230pts: 2 
Maier 2 1 0: 3 Wemer 1 85: 4 K Ghedlrvs 
lie) 162: S L Cattaneo (It) 120: G Snob) 
116: 7= Schifferer. Knauss 108; 9 
Eberharter 103; 10 K A Aamodt (Norj 
90 Overall standings: 1 Maier 640pts: 


Lithuania's Giedu Ra fa navi crus has 
been banned for four years, while 
two South American water polo 
players received three- month sus- 
pensions For drug violations. Rna, 


the sport's world governing body, 
said Rafanavicius had tested pos- 


itive for a steroid, metandienone. 


■suspended 
three months by Che South Amer- 
ican association for positive drug 
tests during last April's South 
American Championships in 
Venezuela. 


Midlands and North in form 


MIDLANDS, WITH a 1-0 win 
a gains t South on the opening 
day of the Women’s Under-21 
Regional Tournament at M3ton 
Keynes yesterday, gave notice 
of their intent to hold on to their 
title while the North overcame 
West opposition to win 4-1. 

The opening game between 
South and Midlands featured 
brilliant goalkeeping, app alling 
penalty comer drill and in- 
comprehensible umpiring. 


HOCKEY 


BY BILL COLWUX 


Clifton’s Beth Stony had a 
dream game in the South goal 
Time and time again she 
cleared her lines as the Mid- 
lands descended in their mass- 
es and at almost all the 
incredible 23 penalty’ comers 
awarded. 

The Midlands were quickly 


into their stride, with Lough- 
borough's Laura Hughes doing 
the prompting but it was not 
until the 15th minute and their 
10th penalty’ comer that their 
captain, Sally Wright picked up 
a rebound to score. 

The second game started 
with North opening foe scoring 
inside four minutes. Two goals 
inside two minutes midway 
through the second half con- 
firmed North's domination. 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Butfalo 4 New Jersey 7: Occowa 2 Ana- 
heim 2 for); Washington 5 Boston 1; De- 
troit 4 St Louts 4 (Ml; Florida 5 NY 
Islanders I; Dallas i Nashville 0; Phoenix 2 
Los Angeles 4: Son Jose 1 PMadetphla 1 lot). 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DIVISION 

IN L TGFSAPts 

Buffalo 19 7 

Toronto — .19 13 

Boston 15 12 

Ottawa 1 5 13 


RUGBY UNION 
CLUB MATCH: Letawr 24 Barbarians 
38. 

POSTPONED: Bonier League: Lang- 
holm v Selkirk. 


2 Kjus 537^3 Eberharter 51 3: 4 C Wjagw 


(Aur) 462; S Aamodt 425. 6 Knauss 21 
7 Schifferer 2BO: 8 Wemer 243; 9 T 


Srangasslnger (Aut| 216; 10 M Von 
Gruenlgen (Swit) 210. 


Montreal 9 18 


5 91 5B 43 
2107 97 40 

6 66 72 36 
4 92 78 34 

7 73 96 25 


SQUASH 

PSA WORLD RANKINGS: 1 P Nfcol 
(SCO); 2 J Rower (Can); 3 A Barada lEgy): 
4 P Johnson (Eng); 5 D Jenson (Ausl: 6 
M Heath (Sco): 7 R Eyles (Aus): 8 A 
Gough (Wall: 9 S Parke (Eng); 10 A HiU 


ugh IWaJ 

jAusI Selected: 12 XWalkerjEngL 14 


. «)■ 

Ryan (Ire). 17 □ Evans (Ufa!) 18 M 

Eng)- 


Cairns ( 


Jean- Luc Cretler, the French down- 
hill Olympic champion, is to sue the 
organisers of 3 World Cup downhill 
in tel Gardena after a baa crash put 
an end to his season earlier this 
month. Cretier crashed shortly be- 
fore a cum and ended up off the 
piste in rocks and bushes. Cretier. 
who tore his knee ligaments in the 
crash, broke a hand and had bruises 
to the face, said safety nets should 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

SCOTTISH FREMlBt LEAGUE 

Dundee Utd i# Rangers (7 451 

Hearts v Dundee (6.00) - 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE PreaUer DM- 
iloa: BaBymeiu v Crusaders (7.30): Porta- 
down v Coleraine (7.45). 

FM HARP LAGER LEAGUE Cnp Ftoal Sec- 
ond Log: Cork dry v Shamrock Rovers 
(1 .30). 

PONTMS LEAGUE CUP GrMp One: Horde- 
pootv Middlesbrough (7 00) Groop r 
Tnanmere v Man City (7 1 5) 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


OTHER SPORTS 

BASKETBALL: Uni-ball Trophy Gfoup A. 
Lekster v Derby |0 Oj 
ICE HOCKEYi Sehonda Superieagur. Man- 
chester v Newcastle (7.0|. 

DARTS: Stall POC World Championship (of 
Circus Ennrm, Purfket). 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CUP 
THIRD ROUND 

1 Aston Villa v Hull 1 

2 Blotkbvrn v Chariton 1 

3 Bolton v Wolverhampton I 

4 Bournemouth v Wesr Brom 1 

5 Bradford v Grimsby - * 

6 Bristol Gty v Everion 1 

7 9ury v Stockport 1 

8 Cardiff v Yeovil 1 

9 Coventry v Macclesfield 1 

10 Ctewe v Osfvrd Ufd 1 

n Rusnden & O’ monds v Leeds * 

12 iccester v Birmingham t 

1 3 Lincoln Gty v Sunderland 1 

14 Newcastle » Crystal Palace 1 

1 5 aiortm Forest i> Portsmouth 1 

If * Huddersfield - a 

1 Pfotherh jm v B» istol Rovers at 

IT SneH Utd v Notts County t 

« Sheff Wed v Norwich.. ..’Postponed 

j Southampton v Fulham I 

21 Souchporr v Leyton Orient 1 

22 Swindon v Barnsley • 

23 Torrenham v Watford 1 


SCOTTISH premier 

26 Wimbledon v Man City 1 LEAGUE 

27 Whsxham v Scunthorpe .* Dundee v Dundee Utd _...1 

28PlymouthvDe.br 38 Dunfermltee v Hearts a. 

Not on coopoa: Oldham v Chelsea- _ , _ _ 

Sunday: Man Urd v Middlesbrough: Port 39 Sr Johnstone u Aberdeen - 1 

tele v Liverpool; ’5twff Wed v Norwich. Sunday: Rangers v Celtic. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

SECOND DIVISION FIRST DIVISION 

29 Burnley v W&I»H - J w . 5franraef _...i 

31 Gillingham v Blackpool 1 « Falk.rk u Atarte 1 

32 Reading v Chester flew 1 42 Greenock Morton v 5t Mirren x 

Noe oo coupons; Wycombe v York. 43 Hibernian v Rairh 1 

— ' Scottish Cop second round: Civil Ser- 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE vice vAlblon: Dalbeattie v Easr Srirlmg; 

THIRD DIVISION Forfar v Cast RferHuntlyv Peterhead. ln- 

33 Chester v Southend 1 utmess Cal v Livingston: Hath v Brecmn: 

34 Hartlepool v Cambridge Utd 2 v Cowdenbeath; 

35 Shrewsbury v Hah fax z ^ B ^ County; Qumfft 

JL 32^42= Brentford v Bvmic v Clachnatwtt.n; Spartans v Clyde; 

Carlisle v bvetef. Darlington v Rochdale Whitenill v Srenhousemulr. 


FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

*4 Cheltenham v Telford - 1 

45 Dow V Welling 1 

AE Hayes v Famborougn 1 

47 Hedneslord v Kertering U 

48 Hereford v Kidderminster 1 

49 Moreeambe v Norrhwich 2 

Not On cottons; Leek *>wn « Donrast* 
er Woking v Kingston usn. 

TEN HOMES: Anon Villa v Hull: Totten- 
ham v Watford; West Ham v Swansea: Ayr 
v Stranraer; Falkirk v Alidne Hibernian v 
Rairh; Cheltenham v feirord: Dower v 
Welling; Hayes v Famborough: Hereford 
v Kidderminster. 

FIVE AWAYS: Lincoln v Sunderland; 
Burnley « Walsall; Hartlepool v Cambridge 
Uttr, Shrewsbury v Halifax: Moreeambe v 
Nonnwtdv 

FOUR DRAWS: Colchester v Luton: 
Torquay v Bnghtorv Dunfermline v Hearts: 
Greenock Morton tf St Mirren. 

Pools forecast selections by fan Dov/es 
I From next week, to gwe readers an er- 
tra day to complete their coupons, the 
forecast will be published on Tuesdays- 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


47 


The record number of 
ex-European League 
American Football 
players who are now 
rostered by teams who 
have qualified for the 
NFL pbty-offs in the 
United States. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 180 resorts 


First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists codes for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 


To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 


For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 1 80 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort 

Area 

Commenr 

Slopes (cm) 

Last 

Temp 

Forecast 


open 


Lwr 

Upr 

snew 



ANDORRA 








Arinsal 

.-.90% 

Good on upper runs 55 

BO 

21 12 

-1C Changeable ! 

AUSTRIA 









.100% 

Good higner up 

V good higher up 

30 

60 

21 12 

-1C 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Kitzbuhel ■■ 

BULGARIA 

...80% 

15 

65 

24.12 

-3C 



Bonwets .. 

.100%. 

Excellent conditions SO 

60 

25.12 

oc 

Sright 

CANADA 








Whistler.... 

FRANCE 

..95% 

Fresh snow 

190 

195 

28.12 

-6C 

Flurries 

Les Deux Alpes75% 

Upper runs good 

40 

150 

24.12 

1C 

Cloudy 

tehnorel ... 

...95% 

Upper runs good 

30 

90 

24.12 

2C Changeable 

ITAUf 










Open above 2000 

40 

110 

20.12 

-3C 

Unsettled 

SWEDEN 



S5% 

Fresh snow 

26 

58 

26.12 

-13C 

Light snow 

SWITZERLAND 

Nendaz . .. 

95% 

Mon Fort enteHent 

20 

70 

12.12 

1C 

Bnghr 

UNITED STATES 






Bredtenndge.25%. 

Fresh snow 

65 

65 28.12 -12C Sunny spelt 

Information supplied by SAj Hotline 


Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 090G cost El per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate 


On or off piste, with WorldCover youVe covered; 
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SPORT 


SAMPRAS SNUBS DAVIS CUP PI 9 # WARD STRIKES IT RICH PIS 


Fourth Test: Headley’s six-wicket salvo tears the heart out of Australia before Gough supplies the coup de grace 

England’s extraordinary victory 


rr BAS taken nearly 16 days of 
Ttest cricket for England to win 
a session, but when they did it 
was decisive. They now go to 
Sydney knowing one more win 
will level a series few gave 
them hope of drawing when 
they arrived here in October 

Setting Australia 175 to win, 
after the tourists had been 
bowled out fbr 244 in their sec- 
ond inning s, it might have been 
a glorious failure as the home 
side cruised to 130 for 3. But 
England's bowlers had other 
ideas. Pushing themselves to 
the point erf exhaustion, in a final 
session that lasted four hours, 
they dismissed Australia for 
162, as their opponents choked 
on a mixture of complacency 
and bad memories. 

If one man could be singled 
out it was Dean Headley, who 
took 6 for 60. Headley came on 
at the Southern end at 5.48pm 
and bowled until the end The 
duration of the spell- 105 min- 
utes - was impressive, and the 
impact should last even longer. 
Australia go into the last Test 
with the Ashes safe and a 2-1 
lead, but they also know they 
are no longer indomitable. 

England’s record at the 
MCG is far superior to that on 
other Aust ralian grounds, and 
there were simil ar resonances 
this time to England’s victory 
here in 1982, when the winning 
margin was three runs. Indeed, 
since the Ashes have been con- 
tested Australia have won 25 
Ttests here to England's 19, a fan- 
proportion for an away team. 

When the glorious moment 
came at 7.33pm, 14 minutes 
after Steve Waugh had insisted 
on taking the extra half-hour, 
the shadows were longer than 
the Australian faces. 

Victory is not commonplace 
in England’s repertoire, but 
they have an aptitude for win- 
ning the dose ones, something 
this Australian side lacks. They 
lost to England at the Oval 18 
months ago, chasing less, and 
a memory must have surfaced. 

Mind you, England had to get 
dose first, and you could teQ by 
the emotion that swept across 
the MCG when Darren Gough's 
toe-crusher caught the last 
man, Glenn McGrath, stone 
dead that this success was a lot- 
tery win not a certainty. 

“I thought 175 would be com- 
petitive, ” said Alec Stewart 
afterwards. “In the past Aus- 
tralia have slipped up chasing 
totals like that” 

Ironically; Stewart had want- 


BY DEREK PRINGLE 
in Melbourne 

England 270 & 244 
Australia 340 & 162 
England win by 12 runs 

ed to come oft when the extra 
half-hour became available to 
him. “Sure I was trying it on a 
little," he admitted. “With tea 
being taken early, it was a long 
session and I felt our bowlers 
were tired. But, seriously, if 
teams have to make up fbr 
time lost to rain the length of 
session needs to be looked at 
“I was pleased with the fight 
we showed. Dean Headley’s 
was a magnificent effort along 
with Darren Gough’s and Alan 
Multeity's. I was about to take 
Dean oft on several occasions, 
but he kept battling. Our aim is 
to square the series and go 
home 2-2, not 3-1.” 


one key moment, it was prob- 
ably the superb catch taken by 
Mark Ramprakash to rifamiHa 
Justin Langec The left-han- 
der; who had already taken a 
heavy toll of his Middlesex 
team-mate Angus Fraser; was 
on 30 when he tried to do the 
same to Mullally. 

Pulling the lanky fast bowler 
after he had dropped a delivery 
a fraction short, Langer could 
only la ugh in disbelief as Ram- 
prakash, folding alongside the 
square-leg umpire, flung himself 
scrum-half-like to take a mirac- 
ulous Cat^h With his right hand 

People talk about moments 
that inspire change. Well, thfe 
was one that transformed Eng- 
land’s sweaty toilers into blink- 
ered believers and hard graft 
into sweet success. 

“Ramps' catch was the thing 
that fired them up,” said Aus- 
tralia’s ca ptain, Mark Taylor. 


Fourth dm AnsadBa nan toss 
aveuuw: Rm tantan 270 {Ai Stewart 
1 07. M R Ramprakasil 63). 

AUSTRALIA: firm Mata* MO (S R Waugh 
122 no: O Gough 5-96). 

ENGLAND - Saonndi burings 
(Ovemgnc 66-31 

■A J Stewart c Siattrb MacOU 52 

120 mins. 93 bats. 4 faun 

D W Headley b McGrath 1 

rtbts. 151 


22 mbts. 15 bote 
N Husain c Slater b Nicholson . 

1ST mins. 131 Mb. 6 torn 

M R Ramprakash b Nicholson 14 

66 mms. a j t»oSs 

G A HU* b Fleming to 

123 mho, 82 ball s. 8 lean 

+ W K Hegg c MacQII b Nicholson 3 

28 nans. 21 balls. I four 
0 Gough c Slater b Mac Gill 

20 mins. 14 bate 

ARC Fraser not wit... .7 

25 nans. 20 bans 

A D MuHaify c and b McGrath ......16 

21 mins. 15 buffs. 3 fours 

Extras ftdJM.nbll) .17 

lbeal (333 mins. 80 J own) 2M 

Fa It |- 5 (Atherton). 2-61 (Butcher). 3-66 
(Headley). 4-78 (Stewart). 5-127 (Ram- 
prakash). 6-178 IHussami. 7-202 > 

221 (Gough). 8-221 (Hid,). 10-244 

: McGrath 20.2-5-56-2 (nb6j (S-l - 
-3-0 7-3-IO-T 6-1-12-0 1 .2-04-11: 
_ 17-4-45-2 (nbl) (6-2-12-1 4-0-1 f. 
0 3-1-11-0 4-1 -9-1 J: Nkhaboo 15-4-56-3 
(4-1-11-0 5-1-21-1 6-2-24-2): MacGIH 27- 
341-3 (nb4) (16-2-442 SI -1 6-0 6-0-21-1): 
M Waugh 1 

RropaKC ThH dap 50 in 67 mins. 152 own. 
dose 6S2 (Stewart 43. Headley 0) 22 OrerS. 
Fnmrfa dar loom 155 nans. 39 Oners. 150 
In 213 mins. 52.3 oserx. Laadi l7*-S(Hussam 
50. rtO, 301 60 Oners. 200 In 283 mins. 69.2 
overs. kanh)gsdas«d3 1 1p m- early tea tak- 
en. Stawan 50: 1 15 rrtfna. 95 bate. 4 fours. 
Hossaia 50; 140 mins. 121 bate.6rours.Mch 
SO: 101 mns, 72 bate, 6 fours. 


30 

4 


. 8 - 


MJ Slater bw b Headley 18 

26 mfns. 23 bo Os. 3 lours 

*M A Taylor c Headley b MuttiHy _19 

50 mho. 33 balls. I four 

1 L Langer c Ramprakash b Mu Bally 30 

105 man, 47 balls, 3 lours 

M E Waugh c Hick b Headley 43 

1 16 mins. 81 bote, 3 loots 

S R Waugh not out..- - — .. 

107 mins. 49 bote. 2 fours 
D S Lehmann c Hegg b Headley 
II mins. 7 bote. I four 

+1 A Healy c Hick b Headley 0 

8 mins. 2 bate 

D WFtonteg tewb Headley 0 

2 mins. 3 bate 

M J rhehobon c Hegg b Headley. ...9 
40 mins. 29 bate 

S C G MacGiB b Gough .0 

4 mins. 2 bate 

G D McGrath Ibw b Gough 0 

2 mitts. 2 buffs 

Extras (b4.bl-nt>4) , -3 

local (240 mias, 46.4 onrs) 162 

IWh 1-31 (Slater). 2-41 (IjyUv). 3-103 
(Langer). 4-130 (M Waugh). 5-140 
(Lehmann). 6-140 (HeflM. 7-140 (I 

CL1C1 AUinlrml fl.,0 fU, 


8-16! (iMiolsonl. 9-162 (MacGUl). 10-162 
(McGrath). 

Bmrihqp Gough 15.43-54-2 (nbl) (5-1- 
1 3-0 23-1 1 -0 6.4-1 -30-2); Kaxtay 1 7-5- 
GM (nb3) (7-J-341 10-426-5): 
10-420-2, Rassr 44K23-0 (one speSewh). 
P ropwi: Fourth day: 50 In 68 mms. 14 
avers. 100 hi 129 mins. 26.1 avers. 150 In 
21 5 mins, 42 overs. England non at 7.32pm. 
Umptaas: 5 A Cucknor and D j Harper TV 
R splay Umpire G T Morrow. Match 
Raferaa: J RRekL 
Man of the match: DW Headley. 
ENGLAND MOM BV 12 RUMS. 

Compiled ty Jo King 


Well though Mullally bowled 
in taking two key Aussie wick- 
ets, it was his batting, an en- 
tertaining 16, that took the 
aerial route, that proved crucial 

Before this innings he had 
made five ducks in the series, 
one away from equalling the 
record set by Alan Hurst Mc- 
Grath tried, as he has done all 
series, to scupper him here 
with a barrage of bouncers and 
verbals, though this time the 
latter cost him a A$2,500 (£900) 
fine from the match referee, 
John Reid. 

Yet if the match turned on 


“Our attitude over the last two 
hours was bad. We batted as if 
it was just a matter of going out 
there and hitting the ball* 

Many believe that Taylor; 
who won the toss and put Eng- 
land in to bat, had made a 
major error. Since 1963, no 
more than 200 had ever been 
made by a team batting last at 
the MCG. 

Taylor added: “There’s no 
doubt that, at 130 fbr 3, every- 
one on the ground was con- 
vinced that that was the game. 
But just as we w ere thinking 
whatwe might do tonight, a bril- 


liant catch, a poor shot and 
we’re under pressure. Often 15 
or 20 minutes is all it ta k es to 
change a Test” 

Wither or not England are 
disciples of that particular Andy 
Warhol-ism, there is no escap- 
ing the fact that, until Headley 
removed Mark Waugh fbr 43, 
they were the outsiders. 

Until that moment Waugh 
had looked untroubled. But 
Headley after an ear(y savaging 
from Michael Slater; bowled 
with real gusto and Waugh's 
dismissal which was well taken 
by Graeme Hick at second slip, 
was made to look more sloven- 
ly than it really was. 

With Waugh gone, Headley 
hit the motheriode, wreaking 
havoc among Aust ralia ’s mid- 
dle order In 14 balls, he took 4 
for 4, including Darren 
Lehmann and Ian Healy, whose 
gambling spirit fell fiat as he 
scythed to second slip. 

It was easy to forget the . 
work achieved earlier in the day 
by the England batsmen. With 
runs a priority, Hick, Stewart, 
and Nasser Hussain all made 
half-centuries. Hick can feel 
gratified that one of his efforts 
was at the forefront of victory 
instead of buried in a defeat. 

Australia are never beaten 
until Steve Waugh has been 
forced to lay down his bat But 
his team-mates were feeling the 
squeeze. Suddenly, the debutant 
Matthew Nicholson, having 
added 21 with Waugh, edged 
Headley behind for 9. But 
Waugh made the error of al- 
lowing his new partner; 
MacGfll to take the strike. It 
was a migtekte, with the ball 
swinging Irish and England 
with their tails up. 

In the space of three balls, 
Gough cleaned up both MacGfll 
and McGrath to leave Waugh 
stranded for the second time in 
the match. The Waugh zone 
may not have been breached, 
but that did not prevent the 
Barmy Army from invading, 
and tiiey were stQl partying well 
into the wee hours. 

For once, the pitch, with 
barely three days of usage, 
could not be blamed. What 
could, was the widespread be- 
lief that this En gland side COUld 
not win a Test on a silver plat- 
ter let alone one at the mecca 
of Australian cricket. 

In the end, with one day left 
unplayed, it was quite simply an 
extraordinary Test match, that 
England ended up winning, 
and winning well 


Darren Gough (left) and Mark Butcher grab mementoes after England’s famous Test victory 
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ACROSS 

I Leads away sailor with 
pipes IT) 

5 Material of knitted ties, 
presented to cricketer 
<7> 

9 Her diminutive females 
automatically so upset? 
(6,3,6) 

10 Crack number in exclu- 
sive setting (5) 

II See first at Bath, having 
girth adjusted? it’s a 
plant! (9) 

12 Slow! Vehicle reversing 
in front of common (9) 

14 Kind of art-work in 
Copenhagen recently f5) 

15 Air of gravity in dreadful 
surroundings (5.) 

16 Pairs off after 7? 15-4) 

18 Alice Hunt drunk, under 

the table (9) 


21 How poet might supply 
last university with 
Head of English (5) 

22 Cowbpy ordering pre- 
marital tonic (15) 

23 Can take a seat free, 
then bale out (7) 

24 Actor’s assistant with 
his back to the wall? 17) 


DOWN 

1 Charts for finding sea* 

enll? 


Tuesday's Solution 
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What’s-his-name, say, 
the revolt leader? (5) 


8 


13 


m 


salt? (7) 

2 Like a Lee-Enfield? Yes 
and no (6-9) 

3 Escaroles in this stew? 
(9) 

4 Several thousand held 
within WWl battle area 
(5) 

5 Gas principle of young 
man, as well turned-out 
(6,3) 


Union members coerced 
in these assemblies? 

17,8) 

Call English openers to 
take championship (7) 
Clear leaders in econo- 
with this 

Ie (9)" 

nicely improved 
with the syrupy stuff (9) 
15 A striking bar-counter, 
we hear, m the jazz dub 
(7) 

One who takes coat 
from Lincoln, fbr exam- 


14 


17 


19 


ale (7) 


Blount Siam's mineral in 


20 


pencils? (5) 

Scottish landowner died 


at place of seclusion (5) 


‘Knackered ... but the boys did it’ 


EVERYONE WAS jumping on 
the England bandwagon last 
night as it prepared to roll out 
of Melbourne and on to Sydney 
for the final Tfest of an Ashes se- 
ries suddenly brought to life by 
yesterday’s surprise outcome. 

The players themselves, for 
so long down in the mouth 
after a trip Down Under which 
had threatened to bury Eng- 
land's cricket reputation even 
deeper in the qyes of the world, 
were suddenly upbeat about the 
prospect of squaring the series 
- even though Aust ralia will re- 
tain the urn itself thanks to their 
victory in Adelaide. 

“We played with so much 
heart We were knackered but 
fortunately [Dean] Headley and 
[Darren] Gough did it for us. 
These boys showed what we can 
do. The Ashes have gone un- 
fortunately but we have won one 

of the last two Tests. Now we go 
on to Sydney aiming to win that 
(me to square the series," the 
England captain, Alec Stewart, 
whose first innings century 
helped set up the victory said. 

And Darren Gough, one of 
the bowling heroes with seven 
wickets in the match, added: 
“WCll enjoy the win because it's 
been a great effort. We've 
proved in this game that we can 
play cricket, we just need to do 
it more often. Hopefully this is 
just the start. Tm rrally pleased 
for Dean [Headley] because 
he bowled brilliantly in the first 
innings with great character 
and heart and didn't get his re- 
ward." 

David Lloyd, the England 
coach who has said he plans to 
quit after next summer's World 
Cup: was also in buoyant mood 


BY NICK RIPPINGTON 


“It’s a topsy-turvy world and a 
topsy-turvy game. The four 
hours in that final session were 
tough, but the adrenalin was 
flowing and we were taking 
wickets. That put us on top," he 
said 

If England's stunning victo- 
ry had a catalyst it was the re- 
markable catch by Mark 
Ramprakash that removed 
Justin Langec “I enjoyed the 


catch. It was great, something 
special I was so happy to cling 
on to it I missed a few earlier 
in the series and this made up 
for it" the Middlesex middle- 
order batsman said “We have 
had a lot of stick since we came 
here and rightly so because we 
haven't played well But this 
shows people in Australia that 
we can play a bit It has proved 
a few people wrong." 

But if the win came as a 
shock to people watching back 


home and at the 100,000-ca- 
pacity MCG, one man said that 
he expected it The England 
and Wales Cricket Board chair- 
man, Lord MacLaurin, arrived 
in time to see his side get oft the 
mark in the series, then said: 
"They always win for me. I’ve 
just turned up for the last two 
Tests and they have done it for 
me. That was really something. 
It showed guts and a certain 
mental toughness. Great stuff. 
Now we’ll square it at Sydney." 



Dean Headley leads a triumphant England team off the MCG yesterday AUsport 
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land's greatest-ever victory 
over the old enemy was not hid- 
ing his feelings either. “It was 
one of the great finishes," Tan 
Botham, the all-rounder who 
turned around the Headingley 
Test in 1981. said. “Our sup- 
porters have had a hard time 
and taken a lot of stick. What 
a 24 hours it will be fbr them. 
Any win against Austr alia is 
beaubfuL When you beat them 
at the MCG it’s even more 
beautiful" 

Watching back home, the 
former England captain and ex- 
chairman (ft selectors, Tfed Dex- 


ter, was sharin g in theJ- 
toT. 1 


euphoria. “I got up at 6am w 
watch it and it was tremendous 
entertainment Remember that 
Mark Taylor put us in, winch is 
always a danger batting last, 
but they got their come- 
uppance this time,” he said. 
And the legendary Yorkshire 

and England fast bowler Fred 

Trueman was as blunt as even 
Tm a very happy man -a very; 
very happy man. Happy New 

Yean" he said. 

The last word goes to the. 


«usuaiian captain, Mark 1 
who was a bit more resen 
his judgment of the mer 
England’s performance, 
[erring to reflect on his 
team's substandard efihr 
“I thought we’d won itfc 
got a bit lazy. No one madt 
enough score. The last 
was real nip and tuefe but 
fond came back. Wfethoug 
best chance for us to win i 
to stay on and take the 
half hour. But that’s the \ 
goes," he said. 
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Giant Haystacks is dead. 


Long live wrestling 


\ 


by Jack O'Sullivan 


'' 1 

c.Jsir-F 



W neral of Giant Haystacks 
earlier this month, many 
at the Salford graveside 
thought they had come to 
bury British wrestling. 
Haystacks, a brute ofa figure standing nearfy seven 
feet tall and weighing in at almost 50 stone, had been 
the bad man of the ring During the sport's beyday 
in the Seventies, stars such as himself could pull 
_ in more viewers than Coronation Street and even, 
• on one occasion, the FA Cup Final Just a year be- 
fore. the old-timers had bid a similar farewell to Big 
Daddy, Haystacks' great rival, the good guy in this 
pantomime. He was the wrestler whom the kids and 
the grannies loved to watch as he bounced oppo- 
nents off his vast stomach. 

The contrast at the funeral between past and pre- 
sent could not have been dearer. “We loved Giant 
Haystacks," recalls Lynch, “but here was this big, 
ugly fella being lowered down in this huge coffin by 
three of his sons. They were normal good-looking 
lads about sue foot tall They could have been male 
models. Although no-one said it everyone felt this 
was the end of an era." 

*“• The mourners were probably right The death 
of traditional British wrestling, which many always 
suspected to be a thinly disguised joke, has been 
lingering for a decade, ever since it was dropped 
from its Saturday afternoon slot on ITVjust before 
the football results. The days when Kent Walton’s 
screaming commentary created near hysteria in the 
nation's living rooms are long over - today, the only 
star left is Pat Roche, who as “Bomber", the 
wrestler in AufWiedersehe n, Pet, was fortunate 
in enjoying a television persona denied to his 
contemporaries starved of screen exposure. / 
Nevertheless, out of the current demise is 
_ r . fringing an extraordinary revival British 
Wrestling looks set to be the latest craze. 

Partly the opportunity is there because 
the appetite for wrestling remains a rel- 
atively young one. Ask anyone be- 
tween the ages of 20 and 45 about 
wrestling and, more than likely, 
their eyes will light up with nos- 
talgia for a sport which fasci- 
nated many children of all 
classes, and then just seemed 
to disappear. 

Typically, the names ofMick 
MacManus ia great grunten * . 

and Kendo Nagasaki tthe \„ : v ^ .. 

rather frightening man in the - 

• nask) still trip off the tongue. %-Vr i • V" 

rhen come happy thoughts of 
moves such as the Boston Crab and 
Half Nelson, which were practised 
repeatedly on younger siblings and which 
occupy the same memory space as Dr Who 
and Blue Peter. It is a space that remains unfilled 
in middle age, the sanitised Gladiators being a 
poor substitute. 

If wrestling takes off again in 1999, it will also be 

The late Giant Haystacks, top, and right, 
new boy Phil Powers Andrew Buurman 
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hen Dave “iron Duke" because of new, ambitious talent, which can 
Lynch attended the fii- barely hide its contempt for the old-timers. Men 


such as Steve Knight, whose style and youth- I 

ful good looks make him widely tipped for . I 
stardom as the David Beckham of the new ■ • 
era. He is just 23, 14 stone and 5ftl0 talL His 
cropped blond hair; blue eyes, muscular 
physique and a tan fresh from Tenerife com- 
bine to make him look very different from the 
great hulking wrestlers of the Seventies. More 
like Haystacks’ sons than the giant himself And, 
in the ring, you don’t find this flying fighter em- 
broiled in those boring battles of the Titans, in which 
two huge old blokes slugged it out, sitting 
on top of one another; grunting. 

Oh no. Dressed in red and yel- 
low leotard and boots, plus tas- 
selled arms and legs, Knight 
is boyish and athletic, but 
with a ruthless streak. 

“1 specialise in what 
I call the ‘Knight 
driver’," he 
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says. “I pick a bloke up and put him on to my shoul- 
ders. Then I throw him off face first, on to tie floor 
in what is called a ‘power bomb’. The match always 
ends when that comes off" 

Knight also knows how to talk about the sport 
and inspire an audience. There is, he says, much 
more skill and danger involved in the new style of 
wrestling. “To get yourself in with the crowd, it’s 
no longer good enough just to bounce someone off 
your stomach. You have to go up on to the rope, jump 
from the top and backflip on to the concrete out- 
side the ring, hopefully landing on your opponent 
Hopefully," he says. This is dangerous work. 

“Injuries? I’ve had plenty. I’ve broken ab- 
ides, arms, my nose three times and 
six of my fingers. But this is the 
type of thing you have to do if 
you are going to grab at- 
tention today." If the 
sport moves in 
the direction 
he favours, 
i twill cre- 
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ate heroes of men like Him, admired by young male 
bodybuilders and salivated over by young women. 
The change may even be welcomed by wrestling’s 
grannies, who in the old days could be spotted 
screaming at the ringside like the tricoteuses of the 
French Revolution, who sat knitting as the guillo- 
tine claimed another victim. 

Steve Knight has been studying Japanese pro- 
fessional wrestling (different from sumo>, which is 
the most successful in the world and much admired 
for its skill. But he has also watched as the televised 
American sport, with its razzmatazz and theatre, 
has made British wrestling look as dated as if Ac- 
crington Stanley were fielded to play Alex Fergu- 
son’s Manchester United. 

He is not the only one with an eye on the future. 
Anew breed of promoter promises to transform the 
way the sport is marketed. In October, the newly 
formed. British-based Ultimate Wrestling Alliance 
held its first event Everyone in the business say’s 
that the show, held at a country dub in Epping Fbr- 
est, east of London, was a fresh departure from the 
sad events that pass for wrestling contests in 
Britain’s windswept holiday camps. 

There were pyrotechnics, lasers, and female mod- 
els lavishly draped over the wrestlers. Thundering 
music announced their entry, contributing to a glam- 
orous atmosphere which is commonplace for 
wrestling events in the States. It was a far cry from 
the days when a promoter put a few ads in the paper 
and waited for the crowds to turn up. 

Most important, says Paul Martin, one of the 
partners in UWA, is that television cameras 
return to the British wrestling scene in Feb- 
ruary. TV is the oxygen of which the sport 
has been so deprived fora decade. The 
next show at London’s Crystal Palace 
will be shown on the cable channel 
Live TV and a deal for further pro- 
motions is under negotiation 
with Sky TV 

Paul Martin confesses 
that he knows little about 
wrestling. But given the 
sport's parlous state 
he, probably rightly, 
regards that particu- 
lar lack of knowledge 
as a strength. 

Martin comes 
• from the world of 

.. >? concert promotion. 

:• . iii t& ifJ He knows exactly 

wUr what is needed to at- 

tract the new audi- 
a y-+L '. ence that wrestling needs 
$jjgs% - the young men and women 
who like to attend live gigs. 
Additionally bis business partner, 
Dan Bertinka. an American TV executive who 
spent four years working with the US World 
Wrestling Federation, is highly regarded and is 
also reckoned to know what turns an audience on 
to wrestling. 

The deal is that the rerival will use an Ameri- 
can -style brash presentatioa British wrestling will 
be distinctive because it will combine this 
Continued on page 2 
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Labour scandals 


Sir Peter Mandelsoris resignation 
is a refreshing development for a 
Labour Party which is bedevilled 
and politically corrupted by the 
myth of modernisation. 

Regardless of what degree of 
financial or political impropriety 
occurred, or of what further 
revelations on ensue, the common 
perception is that it is unlikely that 
many of Mandelson’s Hartlepool 
Labour-voting constituents could 
obtain a loan of £340,000; hence his 
reticence at the time. 

However the main issue is that 
this transaction and previous 
scandals such as the Formula One 
affair all epitomise how the New 
Labour “election-wiiming” concept 
is nothingbut a capitulation to the 
demands of the captains of industry 
and finance, and to free-market 
fundamen talism. It reveals that the 
small clique of business and image 
conscious New Labour executives 
who administer the show are 
unrepresentative of Labour voters 
and the Labour movement as a 
whole. As long as they remain at the 
helm, ^misjudgements" like this will 
be just as endemic in this 
government as they were in the last 

Tony Blair has given the 
assurance that although his key 
modernising ideologue has gone, 
Mandelson’s spectre will remain in 
New Labour policy Hopefully 
tho ug h , his departure along with 
worsening economic problems 
may start a momentum to reassert 
Labour on the left of the political 
spectrum, thus ending this 
wretched bi-partisian consensus 
politics which inhibits real 
arguments and policy alternatives. 
NICKVINEHILL 
Snettisham, Norfolk 


Sir 1 am still waiting for someone 
to gg plain what Peter Mandelson 
has actually done wrong (save ary 
possible irregularities in his 
mortgage application). 

The only possible problem with 
the Robinson loan is an alleged 
potential conflict of interest The 
DTI Permanent Secretary sought 
to insulate his Secretary of State 
from the Robinson inquiry on the 
grounds that he was a follow 
minister So there is already 
deemed to be a conflict of interest 
where fellow ministers are 
concerned. 

There is meant to be. These 
people are in the same party. They 
are close friends for at least meant 
to be). They are colleagues on the 
same side in the total war that 
constitutes adversarial political 
life. There is open loyalty between 
fellow ministers which makes 
impartiality not only improbable 
but impossible. It is not expected 
to be otherwise. They dine in each 
other’s homes, go on holiday 
together. We should be amazed if 
they did not lend each other 
money, from time to time, as well. 

Had the minister borrowed 
money from anyone other than a 
follow minister (or a member of his 
own family) then the need to 
declare it would be 
understandable. As it is, we would 
not be in the least enlightened by 
disclosure ofloans between senior 
politicians of the same party. To 
think otherwise would be naive. 
RFOULK 
Oxford 


Sir To comply with the convention 
for naming political s candals , 
should not the Mandelson affair be 
called Nottinghillgate? 
ALEXANDER KLEANTHOUS 
Rickmarisworth, Hertjbrdhsire 


Rail disasters 


Sin While Richard Branson 
navigated his way through a crisis 
in the ether above China, his 
passengers on the 21.30 from 
Euston to Wolverhampton were 
also trying to make their way home. 

We were heavily delayed outside 
Bletchley because of a fire and 
brake failure, but the Virgin guard 
assured us that buses and taxis 
would be waiting at Milton Keynes 
to take us home. 

We arrived at Milton Keynes at 
about 2am. It was freezing, and no 
buses were in sight The 300 
passengers from the train were 
left to fight with each other and 
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Panto Season No 3: Underneath the auditorium of the Northcott Theatre in Exeter, Bow Belle the fairy (Amanda Horlock) takes a break daring the first 
dress rehearsal of ‘Dick Whittington' John Voos 


drunken night-clubbers for taxis. 

Our taxi drive - said his firm 
would be charging Virgin 
approximately £200 for the return 
journey to Wolverhampton. I 
estimate that the taxi bill alone will 
cost £15,000 to £20,000, a sum which 
will only escalate with refunds and 
demands for compensation. 

While Branson amuses himself 
fcry bringing Fhineas Fbgg to life, the 
thousands of people who regularly 
have to travel by train in Britain 
suffer the harsh reality of his 
management of our railways. Will 
the Government take heed - 
allowing the music man to take over 
our railways has been a disaster 
Dr PATRICIA MINES 
Aberystwyth 


Christinas period travel by rail has 
been impossible. Close the whole 
tot declare a national void day and 
then start again under completely 
new management with no 
compensation. Identity every last 
Tory involved in privatisation, 
surcharge them, then imprison 
them when they cannot pay. 

IAN CAMPBELL 
Borth, Dyfed 


After Saddam 


Sin Your Outlook column of 16 
December (“Short-changed on 
Rail track sale") criticised the 
National Audit Office report on the 
privatisation of Rail track for 
suggesting that it might have been 
possible to sell shares in the 
company in stages rather than all at 
once. Yet the report demonstrates 
that this could have been possible. 

Tbp investors in the company 
confirmed that they had no 
fundamental objection to 
participating in a partial share 
sale. Rail track shares were clearly 
attractive to institutions in that 
they bid for 10 times as many as 
were available. And where rales 
have been done in stages, final 
proceeds have nearly always been 
higher in 1091 when National 
Power and PowerGen were floated 
ahead of a General Election, and in 
the face of political opposition, the 
department was advised not to sell 
in stages but did so because it 
could not be sure of getting full 
value from the initial price. 
Ultimately, the shares were sold in 
two tranches, at an additional 
benefit of £2.3bn to the taxpayer. 
GABRIELLE COHEN 
Nati<mal Audit Office 
London SW1 


Sir David Aaron ovitch 
(“Unfortunately, there really was 
no alternative to the bombing", 22 
December) and I A Shapiro (letter; 
22 December) say that there is no 
alternative to bombing Iraq. This 
is not rue. The alternative is to 
remove Saddam and his regime 
once and for ever. 

The US and Britain should have 
spent 10 per cent of the bombing 
cost on Iraqi opposition groups to 
encourage them to unite to help 
overthrow Saddam and establish a 
democratic government 

Bombing Iraq will not harm 
Saddam, it will only bring misery to 
the Iraqi people. Saddam will 
rebuild his arms supplies and his 
military power and will continue to 
do so for years to come. This wfll 
also result in more bombings and 
additional suffering for the Iraqi 


people. By this bombing, have we 
really achieved anything other 
than the slaughter of innocent Iraqi 
lives? The only way to remove the 
weapons of mass destruction is to 
remove Saddam completely, and 
this can only be achieved by 
helping the Iraqi opposition. 

Lifting sanctions is an essential 
part of the help, because hungry 
people can not fight a brutal 
regime. 

Dr ABDUL-KHALIQ HUSSEIN 
Morpeth Northumberland 


or for Algeria, where it would have 
resulted in a fundamentalist Islamic 
g ov er nm ent 

If not democracy then what? 

The governments need to define 
their positions. Would the British 
public support an alternative 
regime which was not a 
democracy? 

DAVID COCKBURN 
Taunton, Somerset 


Sir When Tony Blair and Bill 
Clinton talk of encouraging a new 
regime in Iraq, most people 
probably assume this means 
democracy. This may not be the 
case. 

After the 1991 Gulf conflict, 
former US Defence Secretary 
James Schlessinger indicated that 
the US did not disagree with King 
Ftihd of Saudi Arabia, who did not 
consider democracy appropriate 
for Saudi Arabia; Saudi Arabia is a 
deeply repressive country. 

The only fuDy-fledged democracy 
in the region is Israel, hardly an 
example Arab states would look to. 
Democracy itself threatens the 
existence of all the other regimes in 
the Middle East If democracy is 
appropriate for Iraq, why is it not 
also appropriate fen; Saudi Arabia, 


Sir: George Robertson, the 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
speaking about the arrival in the 
Gulf next month of the aircraft- 
carrier HMS Inviruhble said: “Ttis 
a big signal: we are not going 
away "You report that the “floating 
fortress” can mount air and land 
attacks, and carries up to 24 
aircraft and a crew of 1,200 (“Blair 
sends carrier to the Gulf”, 21 
December). 

And George Orwell said, in 1984: 
“In a physical sense war involves 
very small numbers of people, 
mostly highly trained specialists, 
and causes comparatively few 
casualties. The fighting when 
there is any, takes place on the 
vague frontiers whose 
whereabouts the average man can 
only guess at, or round toe 
Floating Fortresses which guard 
strategic spots on the sea-lanes. 

“The essential act of war is 


destruction, not necessarily of 
human lives, but the products of 
human labour War is a way of 
shattering to pieces, or pouring 
into the stratosphere, or sinking in 
the depths of the sea, materials, 
which might otherwise be used to 
make toe masses too comfortable. 
A Floating Fbrtress, far example, 
has locked up in it the labour that 
would build several hundred cargo 
ships. Ultimately it is scrapped as 
obsolete, never having brought 
any material benefit to anybody, 
and with further enormous labours 
another Floating Fbrtress is built. 
In principle toe war effort is always 
so planned as to eat up any surplus 
that might exist after meeting the 
bare needs of toe population.” 

Could Mr Blair have been 
warning us about Mr Blair? 
WILLIAM F LONG 
Laughton, Essex 


Lesson for lords 


Sin Anna Freeman (letter, 26 
December) is right to deplore 
the continuing analysis of 
myths about the star of 
Bethlehem. It should be noted 
that the “wise men” who came 
“from the east" said they had 
seen the star “in the east" aod 
had followed it. In that case 
they were heading not for 
Bethlehem, bnt Japan. 
MAURICE HILL 
Alicante, Spain 


IN BRIEF 


Sir Travel by train is longer 
possible for anyone who has to 
arrive bv a definite time. Over the 


Sir: The use of the term 
“British” in Radio 4's “British 
personality of toe nuKenniam" 
(report, 29 December) shows a 
depressing ignorance of 


history. In what sense can 
anyone in the last 1,000 years 
have been “British” before the 
Union of 1707? Shakespeare 
was a great English writer, who 
wrote about “Britain” only 
twice, in King Lear and 
Cymbebne. He would have 
found the idea that he was 
“British” absurd. 
ALANMacCOLL 
St Andrews, Fife 


Sin I was dismayed to read 
that at 29, 1 will soon be too old 
to appreciate popular culture 


and music, as the tracks 
chosen as “anthems of the 
year” by Radio 1 listeners are 
unlikely to mean anything to 
“anyone over 30” (“Massive 
Attack sees off old guard”, 29 
December). I needn’t have 
worried. Reading on. I was 
relieved to discover that most 
of those who made the list were 
about my age (Oasis, 
Radiobead. Nirvana), while 
some were positively vintage 
(REM and Madonna). So I can 
delay that trip to Littlewoods 
for my elasticated jeans for a 
few years. 

LJ WRIGHT 
London N22 


Sir At our peril we ignore toe 
implications of shabby leaders in 
the USA mentioned by Gavin Esler 
(“Cruise missiles won’t stop the 
dangers facing US democracy”, 19 
December) . Their President, their 
Congress and their Senate, now 
involved in an unseemly 
constitutional wrangle, are elected. 
They are also open to a freedom of 
information culture in their 
prurient press. Those in the UK 
who want an entirely elected House 
of Lords should reflect on that 
There are many experienced, 
responsible, wise citizens who will 
decline to stand for election to our 
second chamber. They will not be 
ambitious for public status. Their 
lives may well be blameless but 
they and their families will not 
wish to enter on an election 
process that would lead to total 
invasion of their privacy by a “wolf 
pack” from our snide and 
scurrilous media. The price of 
service for some of the people we 
most need could well be too hi gh. 
We would have nobody but 
ourselves to blame. 

EASEKPELL 

Norwich 


Giant 


Haystacks 
is dead 


The goalkeeper’s fear of the genetically modified pig 


IN THESE last two days of the 
year I want to take your mind off 
all the bad news of 1998 by direct- 
ing it to all the bad news of 1999. Yes, 
it's Old Miles's Almanack time 
again, as we gaze gloomily into the 
crystal ball and see the major 
events of the coming year. .. 


January 

As Project New Labour Mere, unto 
the departure of chief architect 
Peter Mandelson. rumours abound 
of a new movement within Gov- 
ernment ranks called Project Old 
Labour. 

New Year's Honour List an- 
nounced; people getting knight- 
hoods all say “It's a wonderful 
surprise and shock honour", even 
though they've known about it for 
months. Only real surprise in List? 
Sir Peter Mandelson. 


Scientists grow a human hand 
on a pig. 

As President Bill Clinton com- 
mences his impeachment trial, he 
tries to divert attention by bomb- 
ing Baghdad again. 

Richard Branson announces 
plans for new attempt to circle 
world in balloon. He will take off - 
in 1999 and complete toe trip in 
2000, thus becoming toe first per- 
son to take two centuries to go 
round the world. 

A new miracle sex aid is 
launched on the American market, 
called Niagara. It has the opposite 
effect to that of Viagra: it removes 
sexual desire from men and gives 
them the urge to help with the 
washing up. Sales are moderate to 
begin with. 

Rain, floods and wind. M4 under 
water. Global warming blamed. 


February 

Prqject Old Labour gains strength. 
Robin Cook and John Prescott 
emerge as leaders. Their claim is 
that New Labour wins elections but 
Old Labour runs governments. 

Second human hand is grown on 
pig. Scientists say the idea is to 
train Percy the pig as goalkeeper: 

Cornish Tourist Board an- 
nounces there are now no hotel 
bedrooms left in Cornwall for solar 
eclipse in August and pleads with 
tourists to go elsewhere. 

Sales of Niagara, toe sexual de- 
pressant, start to boom. It turns out 
that many American women are 
buying It secretly to put in hus- 
bands' food and drink 
Ferocious snow, ice and frost in 
Britain. East Anglia splits off from 
Britain and floats away to sea. 
Global cooling blamed. 



miles 

Kington 

Percy keeps a clean score 
sheet, despite protests 
that he now takes the 
field wielding five hands 


lection of pieces which have pre- 
viously been serialised from pre- 
vious books. 

Percy the Pig turns out in friend- 
ly football match between Steve 
Jones's Geneticists XI and Richard 
Dawkins's All Star Atheists. He 
keeps a dean score sheet, despite 
protests that he now takes the 
field wielding five hands. 
Champagne industry, desper- 
ately overstocked, puts out ru- 
mour that there may be none left 
by millennium. Sales perk up. 

Frank Sinatra comes back from 
the dead for surprise concert tour 
Warmest March on record. 
Richard Branson balloon emis- 
sions blamed 


March 

New best-seller from Bill Bryson: 
Notes from My Last Book, a coi- 


April 

Rumours circulate that Clinton is 
having a wild affair with one of the 


Congresswomen involved in his im- 
peachment trial Angrily he denies 
it and drops a few bombs on Libya. 
Blair declares himself right behind 
Clinton. 

Richard Branson announces 
that when his balloon goes round 
the world from century to century, 
he wfll be dressed as Mr Darcy 
from Pride and Prejudice. 

New smash hit all-girl group 
called Hello Girls sweeps to top of 
charts, meets Prince Charles, 

squabbles, splits and disbands. 
Pregnancy rate in the USA takes 

a dramatic tumble; success of Ni- 
agara is blamed. 

Norfolk spotted going through 
the Bering Strait Could be the first 
English county to sail round world 
No sign of Suffolk. Ftears expressed 

Gales, rain, flooding and inun- 
dation. Global wetting is blamed 


May 

Gordon Brown makes bid for 

premiership but fails to reach re- 
serve price. 

Alex Fferguson buys Percy the 


hJSSf chan5pa e ne stocks ex- 
haust ed dangeroustylowin Devon. 




Continued from page 1 

razzmatazz with the type of sMls 

normally seen only in Japan. So, 
forget Big Daddy and think of the 
likes of Naseem Hamed 
dominating the new wrestling 
world Ross Hutchinson, ofthe 
wrestling fanzine. Svd&r Punch, 
th inks a revival is just around the 
comer. “If people like Paul Martin 
keep their promises and stick with 
quality, then it’s going to happen. 
This time, the audience has to feel 
that it is seeing the real t h i n g. The 
trouble with the Giant Haystacks 
era was that if you market 
something as a joke then no-one 
will take it seriously” 

Phil Powers is another of toe 
would-be stars! Aged 24, with short 
dark h«ir, he is superbly fit and 
good-looking, billed as a favourite 
with young women and their mums. 

Like many of the upcoming stars he 
is based in toe south-east, whereas 
old-style wrestlers like Big Daddy 
and Giant Haystacks were more 
often northerners. Powers is con- 
vinced that toe new style of British 
wrestling, more athletic, more ag- 
gressive, with less of a Carry On 
image, needs toe new, glitzy pre- 
sentation if it is to take off. “If the 
greasy spoon was selling toe finest 
caviar,” he says, “it would not be ap- 
preciated in the same way as it is in 
a fine restaurant" 

The trouble, of course, with en- 
gineering changes in fashion is that 
the future is guess work. For those 
awaiting a breakthrough, sticking 
with the current wrestling scene is 
an act of faith. At some events you 
can be lucky to clear £50 or £60 for 
a bout There is, of course, the mer- 
chandising on top of that pictures 
and T-shirts that people like Big 
Daddy hawked around long after 
they had ceased to compete. But the 
world of holiday camps, where a 
great deal of wrestling still takes 
[dace, is dismaL Especially when you 
realise that milli ons of people are 
watching American wrestling on 
satellite channels. 

Earlier this month, more than 
15,000 people were drawn to watch 
these American TV stars, live, on a 
rare visit to toe London Docklands 
Arena. Even toe hard man ofBritish 
football, Vinnie Jones, was hired 
for (me bout, playing an enforcer 
character It was an event that made 
the likes of Paul Martin even more 
sure that a wrestling breakthrough 
is imminent 

Nevertheless, many people are 
going to be terribly disappointed if 
British wrestling throws away this 
last chance of a revival Phil Powers 
works out every day, doing cross- 
country runs, gymnastics and swim- 
ming. But, newly married with two 
step-children and a baby of his own, 
he has had to take a job working in 
a warehouse for a parcel delivery 
company to get by. 

In a couple of years, Phil Powers 
could be a household name, and rich ^ 
-or he may still be a nobody. “I would 
have given up but for the UWA,” he 
confesses. “Now I'm going to give 
wrestling two more years," he says 
hopefully. “After that if it doesn’t 
work out I'm going back to school 
on to university and rm going to get 
a proper careen If a revival doesn’t 
happen now, then maybe it’s time 
wrestling went the way of Giant 
Haystacks and Big Daddy and was 
laid to rest” 

“Iron Duke" Lynch is convinced 
that Phil Powers will get his big 
break. At 31, looking threatening with 
his blond mohican, shaven at the 
sides, he has kept toe faith through 
the hard times. He even has to put 
up his own ring for some events. Un- 
able to make a full-time living from 
boxing, he makes ends meet playing 
villains and thugs as a TV extra. 

Despite all of this, a man who just 
said farewell to Giant Haystacks is 
fall of hope. “You can look at Britain, 
and the lack of televised British 
matches, and say wrestling is dead 
here. And then you see how well the 
sport is doing in America, thanks to 
being on the box and you say to your- 
sel£ “That can work here, too’." 
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the Pig leaves full-time foot- 

^uh„i etshiaownlate ^ tTv 

Norfolk makes landfall off Chile. 

Chileans take day trip to S 
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A search for a hero 
that helps us to 
define ourselves 

THE TODAY programme's poll for “person of the mil- 
lennium' 1 seems over-optimistic: how can 1,000 years of 
human endeavour possibly be condensed into a single 
name, however stellar? And how can one limit that 
search to inhabitants of the British Isles? 

But the poll is not as ridiculous as that first reaction 
assumes: one can understand how it has captured the pub- 
lic imagination as more than a diverting parlour game. 
As we approach the millennium we will come Increasingly 
to consider who and what we are. Searching for a single 
representative of our achievements is a part of this 
process. The millennium celebrations will mean nothing 
if they do not give us the opportunity to redefine ourselves. 

British heroes will inevitably resonate more than those 
from other shores, however important their achieve- 
ments. Many of those voting have preferred Winston 
Churchill for this reason. There is no doubt that he stood 
out as a brave leader in the perilous late summer of 1940: 
he saved Britain from an ignoble ‘peace" with Germany. 
But is he really the hero for a whole millennium? 

Britain has had other saviours. It is partly because his 
deeds are comparatively recent that we so lionise 
Churchill. Fewer now remember Queen Elizabeth Ts diplo- 
macy, which brought England relatively unscathed 
through an era of internecine religious war, and defied 
imperial Spain with En glan d’s puny resources. 

Remembering her highlights the shortage of women 
among the candidates. Elizabeth herself is so far the first 
woman in the list, unjustifiably standing rather alone in 
the field of politics. The feminists of the early part of this 
century strove to effect the greatest political upheaval 
since the establishment of parliamentary sovereignty itself. 
It was they who finally secured the principle that all men- 
tally able adults should be entitled to vote, an ideal that 
civil rights movements the world over were to mobilise. 

The Pankhurst sisters and their suffragette campaign 
played a key role in securing political rights for British 
women. Mary Wollstonecraft’s writings served as an 
inspiration for a generation of radical women. Such cam- 
paigners should have attracted more votes. 

We should also consider those from beyond our borders, 
if only to provide a sense of perspective. The great Mogul 
Emperor Akhbar conquered much of the known world, 
and attempted to unite his conquests under one ecu- 
menical religion. More recently, Gandhi and Mandela have 
brought succour to oppressed peoples. Britons should 
remember how lucky they are: they have secured their 
liberties without requiring such charismatic leadership. 

Gutenberg gave birth to the modern media by invent- 
ing the moving typeface. Galileo, by insisting that Earth 
was one planet among many, altered man's sense of place 





in Lhe physical universe. Martin Luther forced the 
medieval Church to re-consider its secular purpose. He 
did not intend to, but laid the groundwork for the rise of 
rational and worldly inquiry. After such men, nothing - 
and nothing in Britain - would be the same again. Their 
names are instructive of the rise of northern Europe as 
opposed to the Mediterranean and Arab world which had 
dominated the first millennium, shaped by Jesus, Con- 
stantine and Muhammad. 

These names also demonstrate how Japan and China, 
ancient civilisations forged on Confucian thinking, have 
been isolated and in eclipse for much of this millennium, 
losing their bead-start over Western civilisations. 

Shakespeare's presence in the list is a warning not 
to focus on politicians, scientists and philosophers. The 
joy still imparted by the music of Mozart, the plays of 
Chekhov or the novels of Proust loom large for many. 
But there is nothing wrong with settling on a figure from 
public rather than artistic life; civic duty needs every 


encouragement in an age deeply sceptical about politics. 

If we are to accept the Radio 4 rules, we can narrow 
the field to three candidates, whose thought was so pro- 
found as to alter the entire intellectual world. Charles Dar- 
win, whose work was scientific, but seeped into religious, 
philosophical and political discourse too. Adam Smith, a 
Scot in a list failing to reflect their vital contribution to 
British history, established modern economics as a dis- 
cipline, claimed as inspiration by economists as different 
as Marx to Milton Friedman. 

The man who combines all that we are looking for is 
often overlooked. His name is Benjamin Franklin. As a 
scientist, he tamed ligh t nin g : the li ghtning conductor was 
his brainchild, allowing man to build unafraid of the ele- 
ments. Thunder and lightning had belonged to God: now 
they belonged to man. Technological advance since 
Frankfin’s time, from computers to space travel has relied 
on the electricity he harnessed. 

His confidence was remarkable. He became one of the 


most fervent of Americans once the British connection 
was irretrievable. As a letter-writer, his erudition is leg- 
endary. The first of the “natural men" whose bourgeois 
mores were to come to dominate the globe, he declined 
to wear a wig while ambassador in Paris. He was self- 
made, a printer and publisher, the first of a new breed. 

He was a master of the modern political art of com- 
promise, striving to avoid the breach with the mother coun- 
try. He conceived the compromise between the rights of 
states and the popular vote, and the two-chamber Con- 
gress containing both a Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, that made the US possible. 

Franklin replaced religious absolutes with what was 
practical, an American injunction that has since become 
world orthodoxy. And by happy coincidence, he was born 
a loyal colonist - a Briton through and through. The next 
millennium will probably uncover as its hero a woman bora 
in Lagos, Sao Paulo, or Nanking. But it is Franklin we 
humbly submit as person of this millennium. 


Don’t blame the spin-doctor - 
blame his boss, Mr Brown 


IF CHARLIE Whelan did not exist it 
would, be necessary for the Govern- 
ment to invent him. This convenient 
Beelzebub has been identified as the 
source of the revelations of Peter Man- 

dels on’s home-loan arrangements 
without anything as vulgar as proof 
“The Government will not be held to 
ransom by one little oik," was Num- 
ber JO’S word to that newspaper of 
New Labour record. The Sun. The 
Blairites always call Mr Whelan an mk. 
It is practically a registered code. 

) So justice must be seen to be done 
and wild Charlie's ill-kempt head 
must roll to avenge the crime com- 
mitted against Mr Mandelson. Clear- 
ly, the Prime Minister’s briefers had 
prepared the way to the scaffold. 

Hardened lobby correspondents, 
who could go 12 rounds with a boa con- 
strictor after a long lunch, came over 
faint at the memory of Charlie’s rough 
and ready techniques. “Enemies were 
‘bollocked’ to their face in profane lan- 
guage... Journalists who trans- 
gressed were telephoned at home to 
be told that their stories were ‘crap’,” 
wrote one columnist The horror; the 
horror. One pictured sweat-drenched 
hacks whimpering in fear because 
i^rmeone called them at home and 
_. Tjrore at them. 

True, when it comes to briefing 
against his enemies Mr Whelan has 
enough previous convictions to keep 
a whole army of probation officers oc- 
cupied. He is all the usual suspects 
rolled into one. But it is a little too easy 
to pin the blame for this ragged state 
of affairs solely on one old lag who is, 
in the Westmister grand scheme of 
things, a minor player . 


Mr Whelan is nothing more and 
nothing less than the most public sym- 
bol of the undigested tension be- 
tween Tbny Blair and Gordon Brown. 
Were relations between the Prime 
Minister and his Chancellor not so 
fraught, he would not have been free 
to ply his mischievous trade in the first 
place. Don’t blame the monkey - look 
to the organ grinder. 

If, as Alastair Campbell, John 
Prescott, Jack Cunningham, Uncle 
Tbm Cobley and all suggest Mr Whe- 
lan briefed the journalist Paul Rout- 
ledge against Peter Mandelson, then 
he did so because he knew that this 
was what his master wanted Indeed, 
he was behaving exactly as he had 
done the last time he served up to Mr 
Routl edge touching details of Mr 
Brown’s unhappiness at the manner 
in which Mr Blair had snatched the 
leadership from him. 

Mr Whelan is daft but not stupid 
Detonating another powerful charge 
at a target as well protected as Peter 
Mandelson was a high-risk enter- 
prise and not one which he would 
have undertaken single-handedly. 

The real reason for the discord is 
and always has been the unclarified 
nature of the relationship between Mr 
Brown and Mr Blair. Like mediaeval 
knights, they have allowed their min- 
ions to go to war against one anoth- 
er while preserving a serene 
countenance and giving generously to 
the Church. The whole business is 
fetid with pretence. Nothing could be 
more amusing - or soul-destroying, 
depending on your view - than Mr 
Mandelson and Mr Brown fencing 
eprh other now with showy niceness. 



ANNE 

MCELVOY 

Charlie Whelan is just the 
most public symbol of the 
undigested tension between 
Blair and his Chancellor 

As connoisseurs of feuds will tell you, 
this is the most potent weapon by far. 
When I heard that Mr Brown had 
called Mr Mandelson five times to tell 
him how sorry be was for his trouble 
and that Mr Mandelson had been very 

grateful I prayed for both their souls. 

It is often said that Mr Blair and Mr 
Brown have a close working rela- 
tionship and that rumours of a rift are 
therefore unfounded But the real 
story of the two men is far more tor- 
tuous, complex and destructive than 
outright liking or not liking. 

They are both architects of New 
Labour hut their views differ pro- 
foundly of why a reformed party is nec- 
essary and how its evolution will 
proceed The Brownites believe in the 
Labour Party, as a cultural entity 
and a continuum with the past They 
celebrate the memory of the late 


John Smith, who was a decent and 
kindly man, but no political mould- 
breaker Ask a disciple of Mr Brown’s 
whether Smith would have won the 
1997 election if he had lived and they 
will reply without hesitation that he 
would have done so and made an ex- 
cellent Prime Minister They would 
have preferred to see a traditional 
product of the Labour party in Num- 
ber 10 than the confident outsider 
there today 

Natural-born Blairites feel differ- 
ently. Their fierce loyalty to Tony 
stems from a visceral belief that nei- 
ther Mr Smith nor Mr Brown could 
have constructed a political force 
with such overwhelming appeal to the 
middle-classes and driven the Con- 
servative party to the margins of rel- 
evance. This theory that Mr Blair is 
somehow exceptional irks Mr Brown 
- the more so since the Chancellor has 
the more classical political intellect 

Yet it is Mr Blair who has the keen- 
er instinct for power and more innate 
understanding of what the country’s 
hopes and fears are. I do not know 
whether the Chancellor will ever 
come to terms with this uncomfortable 
fact of fife. A lot of his operations - the 
cultivation of Mr Robinson, the de- 
ployment of Mr Robinson's wealth and 
the creation of closely-knit court 
around foe Treasury -suggest that he 
cannot resist squirreling away favours 
and political debts for the day when 
he can bid once again to lead (lie 
Labour Party. 

Harbouring this dream is not 
wrong in itself Allowing it to conta- 
minate his dealings with close col- 
leagues is. Mr Brown does not respect 


- oreven recognise - the distinction. 

The problem for those who wish to 
loosen Mr Brown’s clenched grip on 
old resentments is that most of the 
Labour Party in the country and in 
Parliament, and the vast majority of 
the Cabinet consider him to be a de- 
cent man, driven to the edge of mani a 
by the disappointment be suffered in 
the leadership race. There is no ap- 
petite for a show-down between Mr 
Blair and Mr Brown which would end 
in the humiliation - or even the re- 
moval - of the Chancellor. The Prime 
Minister knows that it would under- 
mine his appeal and authority if they 
are seen to be too hard on Gordon. 

Fbr all the appearance of being a 
ruthless, lean fighting force. New 
Labour is an emotionally super- 
charged and rather vulnerable group 
of people, unable to stop scratching at 
old scars. It has its own sentimental- 
ity, as acute as anything the old so- 
cialists with their banners and slogans 
had to offer Mr Blair stands aloof of 
this, but knows that it matters and that 
the illusion of warmth and friendship 
must be maintained at the top of the 
party, however viciously reality bites. 

So Charlie Whelan has become the 
lightening conducts; diverting the 
rage and resentment that should 
more properly fall on Mr Brown. The 
reason the spin-doctor will probably 
have to go is not because he was the 
author of the leak. He may well not 
have been. Nor is because he ex- 
ceeded his master’s brief It is because 
he ftilfiled it too welL The sacrifice of 
Charlie is intended to end the tribal 
massacres of the last week. When he 
is gone, the cams belli will fester on. 


Monitor 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
Australian comment on the 
Sydney-Hobart yacht race tragedy 


the hazardous conditions 
duringthe Sydney-Hobart race 
have extracted a terrible toD I in 
terras of lives lost sailors in- 
jured, and boats crippled, some 
of them probably beyond repair 
Civilian and military rescue 
personnel were mobilised in 
the biggest rescue operation at 
. fo a long time. So, more 
.<fks were put at risk in order 
to save those whose yachts 
had been, disabled and who 
therefore could not save them- 
selves. And through all this the 


Cruising Yacht Club in Sydney 
would say only that as the 
race rules stand, “the final de- 
cision to continue raring rests 
with the individual skippers to 
ensure the safety of their ves- 
sel and crew” . 

The starts of the Melbourne 
to Hobart and Melbourne to 
Devonport yacht races were 
sensiblv delayed because of 
the weather The Sydney to 
Hobart yacht race should have 
been delayed also. If the rules 
don’t allow fbr this, then the 


Cruising Yacht Club should 
change the rules. 

The Age 

EVEN FOR those thousands of 
landlubbers left standing and 


staring from the Sydney 
Heads, listening to the radio for 
the latest fleet positions, vic- 
ariously sharing the pleasures 
and perils of the race through 
the crews, it is plain that sail- 


ing is special Despite the in- 
troduction of sophisticated 
gadgetxy it remains fascinat- 
ingly; fri ghtenin gly elemental 
Wind. Water. Human strength 
and skill- And, yes, courage. 

Whatever happens -worse, 
whoever may (tie - almost all 
those who survive will resume 
the perennial struggle be- 
tween sailor and sea. As those 
involved in the race explain, 
lives are not unnecessarily 
endangered, but there will 
always be risks. And, for so 


long as there are waves and 
winds, there will always be 
men and women willing to run 
those risks. 

Sydney Morning Herald 

THE IMAGE of Bruce Guy’s 
abandoned yacht mil haunt 
this race forever The two who 
died fthe skipper, whose heart 
gave out; FhtiSfceggs, drowned 
after the boat capsized) had to 
be left onboard as their crew- 
mates were rescued 
The Australian 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

‘It’s a topsy-turvy world and a topsy-turvy game. 
David Lloyd, 

England cricket coach 

T HOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

“The end of the human race will be that 
it will eventually die of civilisation." 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

American essayist 



Cold, homeless 
and alone 


Hundreds of young people, from across the UK, 
wW come to as over the next tew weeks - the 
coldest of the winter. Christmas - a time of ‘family 
togetherness’ - is also when many young people are 
thrown out of home. Without immediate help 
homelessness can soon become a way of life - and 
cause of death. 

Alone in London runs a unique service to help 
young lives shattered by family breakdown. Right 
now our Crisis Counselling and Family Mediating 
Teams are working flat out to ensure these young" 
people do not become permanently homeless. 
Starting with a hot meal and help to find emergency 
accommodation we take practical steps to reconcile 
young people with their families or support them in 
starting a fife away from home - secure from the 
cold and danger of the streets of London. 




# £30 could help 1 young person 

# £270 could help 9 young people 


will give □ £30 □ £270 □£1000 My choice £ to save 

young people from homelessness (Cheque to Alone in London j. 

Mr/Mrs/Mlss/Ms 

Address 


H 


Postcode. 

T will give by Access/Visa/AmEx/CAF Can! 

No. 


S ignaturc_ H»fr 

Return w Gaynoi Quiher, tfDIj. Director. Emergency Winter Apfcjl. 
Alone hi Loudon. FREEPOST LONIdOOS. LONDON WC1X *BR. 

Retassercd Chanty No 2B0JC7 


Help put shattered lives back together 
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Right 
of Reply 

Howard 

Davies 

The secretary general 
of the British Air 
Transport Association 
responds to reports 
that airline safety 
will be affected by 
the millennium bug 


THERE IS a lot of conjecture 
concerning the impact of the 
coming of the year 2000 on 
computer systems which sup- 
port essentia] services. There 
can, however, be no doubt that 
the year 2000 will happen, and 
airlines must be ready to meet 
the challenge. 

Modern aircraft and 
ground support services such 
as air traffic control systems, 
reservation and baggage han- 
dling systems, are heavily de- 
pendent on computer support 
for their operations. Airlines 
have been aware that there is 
a potential for some problems 
with these systems, and there 
is a shared responsibility with 
suppliers to ensure that these 
are addressed and resolved 
where necessary. Indeed, 
some airlines commenced 
some initial work on this as 
long as three years ago. 

In addition, the worldwide 
study already being under- 
taken by the International Air 
Transport Association, in 
order to determine readiness 
of airport infra-structure, is an 
example of collective interna- 
tional co-operation. 

So where does this leave 
the travelling public? UK air- 
lines working with others, 
including government de- 
partments, are well aware of 
the possible implications of 
the “millennium bug” and 
are working on solutions to re- 
solve difficulties which may 
arise. Some airlines have al- 
ready indicated that they will 
not be flying on the eve, and 
into the early hours, ot the , 
millennium. I 

The arrival of the year 2000 
may give rise to some disrup- 
tion to normal services, but 
premature actions - such as 
the cross-party committee's j 
list of “unsafe" airlines and j 
airports - unnecessarily con- 
fuse the issue. 

Airlines are committed to 
the safety of passengers and 
crew, and the travelling pub- 
lic can be assured that airlines 
will evaluate all the options be- 
fore deciding exactly what 
course of action to take. 

At present we are working 
on the premise that worldwide 
operations will continue as 
normal, but the decision as to 
whether to continue to oper- 
ate, or indeed restrict opera- 
tions to certain destinations 
will be taken at the appropri- 
ate time as further evidence is 
gained and the picture be- 
comes clearer. 

Ultimately, individual air- 
lines, taking into account all 
the factors at play, will make 
their own decision as to what 
they will do to ensure the 
safety of passengers in the 
light of the millennium bug. 


Forget the old feuds and save the economy 


AS YOU might have guessed, the 
phone lines have been busy between 
Labour MPs over Christmas as we 
analysed the latest casualties from 
the enduring bitterness of the La- 
bour leadership contest of 1991 
People outside politics most prob- 
ably think it’s all a bit sick to have 
people still settling scores over 
events almost half a decade old. Peo- 
ple in politics seem to have excep- 
tionally long memories for every 
snub and slight, and there's no 
greater snub than bang'd enied the 
leadership of a political party that 
you believed was rightfully yours. 

The general consensus amongst 
colleagues I spoke to was that the 
recent debt-settling has been so 
damagin g to the Government as a 
whole, that everyone may now draw 
a line under the events of the past 
I fear my colleagues are allowing 
their wishes to cloud their critical 
faculties. My dearest lesson in how 
long people can hold a grudge dates 
back to 1971 when, as a newly elect- 
ed Lambeth councillor. I sat next to 
Minnie Kidd, an old time right 
winger from Clapham Labour Party 
I can no longer remember what 
min or position was the subject of 



Ken 

LIVINGSTONE 

The fall-out from Tony 
Blair's election as leader 
may be with us for 
a generation or two yet 

contention but I was amazed to see 
that Minnie Kidd was voting for the 
left wing candidate against an equal- 
ly old right winger who was also 
from Clapham Labour Party. When 
I phaltengeri her on her remarkable 
bit of cross voting she replied with 
hard /^ter minatio n: “He didn't vote 
for me to go to Labour Party con- 
ference in 1935!" If you’re still set- 
tling scores over who didn't go to 


Labour Party conference 36 years 
on then I suspect the fall-out from 
Tony Blair's election as Labour 
leader may be with us for a gener- 
ation or two yet 

For me the most appalling aspect 
of this whole affair is the amount of 

energy that has been put into party 

in- fightin g to the neglect of the real 
duty of getting macro economic 
polity right When I compare the 
amount of effort that must have gone 
into the events before Christmas 
with the inadequacy that underlies 
tile Treasury pre-Budget report I get 
quite angry. 

The pre-Budget report cl a i m s 
that the economy will grow by be- 
tween l to 1.5 per cent based on an 
increase in personal and household 
consumption of between 1.75-2.25 
per cent inl999. The report presum- 
es that the economic slow-down will 
not lead to an increase in the level 
of unemployment sufficient to put 
downward pressure on the growth 
of real wages. Whilst this may be op- 
timistic, the Government can always 
afreet individual income via tax 
changes and social transfers so in 
principle this target could be ach- 
ieved. The real error in the Budget 


forecast is in the area the Govern- 
ment cannot control, such as trade, 
and will not control - investment 
Brown's report predicts that fixed 
investment will rise from between 
1.75-2J25 per cent next yean This is 
just rubbish. It simply is not credi- 
ble to suggest that feed investment 
will grow almost twice as rapidly as 
GDP [gross domestic product] as it 
is one of the dearest features of the 
business cycle fluctuations in 
investment are greater than those 
in GDP Fixed investment invariably 
rises much faster than GDP during 
the upswing of the business cycle 
and foils more rapidty during the 
downswing. As we are deariy in the 
downswing of the business cycle, 
fixed investment will rise even less 
than GDP in the coming yean Infect, 
the figures bad already turned 
downwards by the second quarter 
of 1998 - declining by L4 per cent 
compared with the first quarter: 

If Gordon Brown’s advisors are 
unaware of the basic relationship be- 
tween investment and GDP they are 
even less well informed on the 
question of the impact of trade on 
Britain. Gordon’s report claimed 
that the worsening of Britahfs trade 


gap will only cut 1.25 per cent from 
our GDP in 1999. Up until the sec- 
ond quarter of 1998, exports of 
British goods and services rose by 

4 per cent, but this was a dramatic 

decline from the peak of 9.5 per cent 
in the third quarter of 1997, follow- 
ing the forcpari: of high interest rates 

and an overvalued pound; the surge 

of cheap imports from Asia, as well 
as the slow-down in the whole glob- 
al economy. 

Unfortunately for Gordon's pre- 
dictions the decline of the value of 
the pound has been too slow due to 
continuing high interest rates. This 
reflects the Treasury’s failure to suf- 
ficiently tighten fiscal policy in the 
Government’s first year; so putting 

pressure on toe Bank of England to 

force up interest rates. 

Taking all these factors, along 
with a sharper deceleration in world 
GDI? it is dear that Gordon’s pre- 
dictions for GDP are too optimistic 
for both investment and trade. Even 
if we make the optimistic assump- 
tion that fixed investment is mere- 
ly flat in 1999 and that the 
deterioration of net trade is l per 
cent of GDP then this gives GDP 
growth for next year of zero. But the 


risk is on the downside. It i* mm 
likely that fixed investment wall rail 

S^t net trade wiflde^te 

more rapidly than Gordon expects. 

SS^casetfaentteeconw 
will slip into recession. Butif there 
is a more rapid than expected re- 
covery in Asia and Japan thesefig- 
ures would improve, butefprafiya 
devaluation in China or B ra zfl,ora 
collapse on Wall Street, would dra- 
matically worsen aese 

D eclining investment will lethm- 
iy undermine our welfare- to-work 
programme and even the optimistic 
scenario of zero growth could mean 
the loss of up to 2,000 seats on La- 
bour councils in May if the down- 
swing readies its low point before 
the local elections. We are handing 
our opponents for the Welsh and 
Sc ottish elections a dagger aimed at 
our heartlands. 

My prediction for 1999 is that on 
the morning of Friday, 7 May de- 
feated Labour candidates all over 
Britain will be colourfully express- 
ing the view that a bit more effort 
should have gone into getting the 
British economy right and a little 
less into pursuing the feuds of lead- 
ership battles past 


immoral 


(with examples) 


IT’S A traumatic business being a fe- 
male student in Edinburgh these 
days. TWo days ago a bust of Arthur 
Kbestler at Edinburgh University - 
where his bequest of £500,000 set up 
a chair in parapsychology - was re- 
moved from public display for “se- 
curity reasons" after female 
students reported “feeling uneasy 
under its gaze". 

Great novelists and philosophers 
can have that effect on young peo- 
ple approaching exams. But in this 
case it was more a glint in the 
sculpture's eye. Kbestler has fallen 
victim to the curse of biography. His 
private life is damned in a recent 
book Thus his works and literary 
reputation must be damned too. 

We have tended to take a lenient 
view of great artists indulging in sex- 
ual activity. But a new rash of reve- 
lations have moved on from sex to 
sexual politics. And here the issue 
is not so clean cut 

Where Sir Richard Burton’s wife, 
for years damned as a wet towel to 
her husband, is reconstituted as his 
saviour in a new joint biography just 
out a televsion documentary to 
come out later this month does the 
opposite for Clara Schuman. Once 
portrayed as her husband's 
guardian angel, the director claims 
she des toyed his best work and left 
him alone in his asylum at the end. 

Once biography moves into the 
bedroom, who is safe? What if a great 
artist was guilty of sexual harass- 
ment? What if he were a rapist? 

The last is particularly pertinent 
A biography of Koestlec the sup- 
posedly great humanitarian and 
champion of civil liberties in his fic- 
tion, exposes him as a serial rapist. 
Jill Craigie, the novelist wife of 
. Michael Fbot confirms how Kbestler 
several decades ago abused her 
hospitality, hurled her to the floor in 
her own home, and raped her. 

The biography claims that rape 






David 

Lister 

Curling up with a good 
book is not the same 
thing as curling up 
with the author 

was “almost a hallmark of his con- 
duct". And the women of Edinburgh 
have had their literary tastes altered 
for good - and the bust removed. 

This is a new twist on where to 
draw the line. Should the private life 
of an author lead to the removal of 
his statue in public places? Let’s 
hope no damning biography is being 
prepared on Sir ter Scott The po- 
litically correct students of Edin- 
burgh will demand a remodelling of 
Princes Street 

The author of the Kbestler biog- 
raphy, Professor David Cesarani, 
concludes that Kbestler should be 
seen “in the round” as a person who 
had done disgraceful things, but 
who was a heroic campaigner: 

There is an alternative view: 
namely that he should not be “seen" 
at all his work should Instead of bal- 
ancing the heroic and the disgrace- 
ful in a literary gamble that the 
author might emerge on the right 
side of the moral line, his books still 
saleable, his bust un threatening, 
might it not be more constructive to 
judge an author purely on what is 
written, a composer purely on the 


music produced TterryEagfeton, the 
Oxford post-structuralist academ- 
ic, is one who believes the text is all 
and despairs of “the English mania 
for biography". 

It is a British weakness, he says, 
that we seem less interested in 
ideas than in the sexual habits of 
those who had them. “The narratives 
we relish are not fictions, but the 
real-life stories of fiction-makers." 

The female students of Edin- 
burgh will have to avert their eyes 
from the newty suspect gazes of the 
following: George Orwell we re- 
cently learned shopped commu- 
nists to the intelligence services. 
Shakespeare, to the bizarre out- 
rage of some feminists, left his wife 
the home’s second-best bed in his 
wilL The much loved but adulterous 
composer Janacek, was a stinker to 
his missus, her newly published di- 
aries reveal Einstein's theory of rel- 
ativity did not include being true to 
the relatives. He not only had an af- 
fair, but it was with a Russian spy. 
So that should create some much 
needed space on the bookshelves 
and CD racks. Gets rid of a few city 
centre statues too. And the BBC can 
expect a demo tty militant feminists 
outside Broadcasting House if the 
3b day programme makes Shake- 
speare its man of the mifiennium. 

Despite the presumptuous theo- 
ries now current about how he 
treated his wife, the great thing 
about Shakespeare is that he never 
gave an interview, appeared on a 
chat show, wrote an autobiography 
or even a programme note. We have 
to judge his plays on their merits. 

The massive irony in the literary 
revaluation following revelations 
about the author (or bust removal as 
it might come to be known) is that 
we only read a literaiy biography in 
the first place because we have 
been impressed by a book and want 
to know more about its author. To 
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The controversial Arthur Koestler in 1980, with his wife Cynthia 


then reject the virtues we first noted 
in the book because we discover that 
the author was a less than perfect 
human being may have moral worth; 
it certainly has no aesthetic or aca- 
demic worth. No one would suddenly 
find a much-loved building ugly be- 
cause of a negative biography of the 
architect A work of literature or a 
piece of music are no less worthy of 
objective judgement 
And yet I have to admit it is hard 
not to have a problem with Kbestler 
Had he written detective stories, 
then his appalling attitude towards 
women would probably not afreet 
one's critical appraisal of them. 
However it does become a little dif- 


ficult to read Darkness Ai Noon, his 
sensitive and distressing portrayal 
of life under Stalin's torturers, with- 
out a feeling that he was no slouch 
at inflicting pain, trauma and dis- 
tress himsell 

But Darkness At Noon was a work 
of fiction. Kbestler was not Thomas 
Jefferson, who preached liberty 
from a public platform. And even rev- 
elations about Jefferson do not de- 
mean the essence of his message. 
Once published, a novel transcends 
its author; its message and theme 
transcend its creator's private life. 
If not, then where do we stop? Do we 
dismiss the melancholic glamour of 
Graham Greene’s anti-heroes be- 


cause the latest biography of him re- 
veals that into his sixties, he never 
travelled without his teddy bear? 

• Artistic creations must be used 
and judged in their own vacuum, free 
from their creators' weaknesses, 
moral failings, even criminal acts. It 
is not that long a road from remov- 
ing busts to burning books. 

Perhaps the students of Edin- 
burgh should replace the bust and 
put underneath it the words: “Curl- 
ing up with a good book is not the 
same as curling up with the author" 
What matters is the work produced. 
Great artists don't have to be nice. 
Very often they were, and are, 
cussed, selfish and hell to live with. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


Viners 58 -piece Stainless 
Steel Cutlery Set - £49.95 mcp&p 
SAVE £50 ON THE R.R J*. 



Made from high quality I 8 chrome stainless steel this 58-piece cutlery 
set From Viners costs only £49.95. including postage and packing - 
saving £50 off the recommended retail price of £99.95. 

The design is Princess Bead and not only does the cutlery look good 
but its also dishwasher safe and excellent value for money. 

The set comprises: S table knives. H dessert knives. 8 dessert spoons. 8 
tea spoons, 8 table forks. S dessert forks. 8 soup spoons and 2 serving 
spoons. So no matter how many people you’re planning to cook for. 
with this elegant cutlery >ct you can be sure that your dinner table will 
look just the way you want it! 

u Vi ^qrmVKiUil hj Cffm. 1 EH5M- 


HOW TO ORDER iFx LK itsdenu «jo!m 
Fill in (he coupon jpd vnd together with 
cheque ot pM3J order.' s. NO CASH please 
lo - 

THE INDEPENDENT CUTLERY SET 
OFFER. PO Box 9477. London E3 JSH. 
For Acvks/Vb* orders, please phone 
•1715100191 

Or for enquiries please call 0171 510019?. 

We deliver to adfreste. m the UK only. 
Please allow up to 2S dm* Tor delivery from 
receipt of order. Return uiihin 7 da>i for 
refund if ml compfctvb «h>TicU. Offer 
sabjea to availability 


Please send we Coilety 

Set/s 0 r -19.95 each me p&p 

I enclose a crossed cheque for£ . 
.address on hack! nude payable to: 
Indqpendm Sc»sp3pen (UKl Lid 1ND977 
or debit my Aecesftln account hy 
this amount. Mj card number is: 


Expiry Dae. 


ftwr Code 

Send (a; 

THL INDEPENDENT CUTLERY SET ORTH. 
TOBa»Wn.UmfaflE»UH. 

□ new ttci tin ten it }■« tin w Mill In iwmt 
Si&fr Etfcn tnED Isccnlm 
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PANDORA 


PANDORA'S READERS are 
responding in massive numbers to 
Tuesday’s plea to help Tony Blair 
choose his New Year’s resolution. 
Predictably, suggestions range 
from the inspirationally sober to 
the entertainingly absurd. 

For example. Gordon Cann, a 
retired teacher from 
Bournemouth, rang to propose that 
the Prime Minister “resolve for 
one year to abolish spin doctors, 
three-line whips and restore the 
public’s faith in the democratic 
process. In other words, take a 
risk." In a rhetorical vein, Mustafa 
Kundili, a student from Yorkshire, 
wants Tony to resolve “to stop 
using the words ‘new’, •you know' 
and Tike' in every statement". 

Playwright Brian Behan, 
brother of the late Brendan and a 
frequent correspondent with 
Pandora, struck a grim note with 
his proposal: “Blair should hang 
himself, after turning himself in as 
a war criminal first I would stretch 
his neck myself." 

On a rather more whimsical 
note, Iris Jones-Morrison, a 
London marketing executive, 
suggests that Tbny should “make a 
resolution to bring Roy Hattersley 
back into the Cabinet”. 

More fluff balls from the rich 
tapestry of Pandora's readership 
tomorrow. 


A DEDICATED site on the Web is 
running nothing bat anagrams of 
“Peter Mandelson". The most 
compelling, to date, reads “lean 
modern pest". 


CHRISTMAS INVARIABLY means 
the resurrection of Raymond 
Briggs’s Snowman chara^"- 
in some form or other. Th 
yean a grand production i 
The Snowman is being 
staged at the Peacock 
Theatre in London's Wesl 
End Briggs, however 
has so far failed to 
attend any 

performances, despite 
a seat being reserved 
for him by the 
producers. 

Yesterday he assured 
Pandora that he would be 
going in the next few 
weeks and dismissed any 
suggestion that he was 
bored with his Snowman 
creation, which is now 
two decades old. 

“I’m quite delighted 
that the production is on. 
Obviously I wouldn’t want 
to get involved with 
designing a new products 
or making another film of 
You have to move on." 


Briggs said He added: “The 
Snowman has proved itself to be 
something of a mini -industry. You 
could say it has snowballed" 


IN THE Middle Ages, there was a 
great demand for holy relics. 
Little has changed in today’s age 
worship. Some 
9 Pandora reported 
rnet auction of 
on's toilet, and the 
narfcet in celebrity 
celain. 

Now it appears 
he relic market is, 
well, softening a 
little, with the 
recent 

announcement of 
the forthcoming 
sale - on the Web 
-of a pair of 
green silk 
knickers once 
worn by Barbra 
Streisand. 
Meanwhile, the 
search goes on for 
Brian Jones's 
toothbrush. 


“COMPLETE AND Utter 
rubbish," was the 
reaction of the Duchess 


of-York’s press spokeswo man. Kate 
Waddington. when Pandora rang 
her yesterday to check out an 
outlandish piece of gossip 

published by a New York tabloid on 
Tuesday. 

Its claim was that Fergie had 
spent $10,000 ijust over £ 8,0001 on 
servants, champagne and food 
while celebrating Christmas with 

her sister Jane and family - then 

forwarded the bill to Prince 
Andrew and jumped on a plane to 

iPiwS? m 5^ with Count Gaddo 
della Gheradesca. 

“She had a normal Christmas 

lunch with her sister's family at 
Wood Farm. Their fetheTjZwl 
them for the day," Waddington 
insisted “There’s no question of 
sending the bill anywhere else. 

n «t going skiing in 
the Doionutes, because she's tying 
to New York to spend New Year ' 
with Weight WatSera." Y 

^eJohuTya^ta’s (pictured) 

thT at ^ of the killings for 

^“SL'yorW War u epic , 

•jwT® 1 k VU! ' Erected by 

^T i ^ alick - andba “ d <>» 
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DAPPER AND handsome, David 
Manners was a serviceable leading 
man whose screen career was con- 
fined entirely to the Thirties, dur- 
ing which he was in great demand. 
He made 37 films between 1930 and 
1936, and played romantic lead to 
such stars as Barbara Stanwyck, 
Katharine Hepburn, Kay Francis 
and Constance Bennett. 

Though he was excellent as the 
hero-worshipping young officer in 
Journey's End and the blind man 
who fails in love with a faith -healer 
in The Miracle Woman, it is for his 
roles in three classic horror films - 
Dracula with Bela Lugosi, The 
Mummy with Boris Karloff, and 
The Blade Cat with both Lugosi and 
Karloff- that he is best remembered, 
and a few years ago he commented 
on the interest being shown in him 
by movie magazines and historians, 
“Most of today's fans are 14-y ear -old 
worshippers of the horror films - my 
only c laim to movie fame." 

Claiming descent from W illiam the 
Conqueror, Manners was bom Rauff 
de Ryther Duan Acklom in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, in 1902 (some sources 
state 1900 or 1905). The family tree 
of his mother, Lilian Manners, in- 
cluded Lady Diana Cooper and the 
Duke of Rutland, while the Ackloms 
included the writers Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, WJL Homing and Mor- 
leyAklom- Manners himself would 
take up writing later in his career. 

He was educated at Collegiate 
Grammar School in Windsor On- 
tario, and earned a degree in 
forestry at the University of Toron- 
to, where he also studied acting 
under Bertram Fbrsyth, who ran the 
Hart House Theatre, where Man- 
ners made his stage ddbut in the title 
role of Euripides’ Hippolytus. After 
graduation, his jobs included fore- 
man of a lumber camp in Canada 
and salesman in a London antique 
shop. When his parents moved to the 
United States, Manners decided to 
try his hickin the New York theatre. 

In 1924 he joined Basil Sydney’s 
touring company; his roles includ- 
ed Bezano the bareback rider in He 
Who Gets Slapped and Solveig’s fa- 
ther in Peer Gynt He made his 
Broadway debut in Dancing Moth- 
ers (1924), a comedy starring Helen 


Hayes. The production's stage man- 
ager was George Cukor, who years 
later would direct Manners in the 
film A BiU of Divorcement (1932). 

The actor's first film role was a 
prestigious one. James Whale had 
directed both the London and New 
York productions of R.C. Sherriff’s 
powerful anti-war play Journeys 
End, and was signed to direct the 
film version in 1930. He was having 
difficulty casting the pivotal role of 
the young Second Lieutenant 
Raleigh who irritates the seasoned 
Captain with his optimism and loy- 
alty. and was thinking of sending to 
England for Maurice Evans when he 
was introduced to Manners, who 
successfully tested for the role. 

With his clean-cut looks and per- 
fect diction. Manners was quickly of- 
fered more roles, and starred 
opposite the former silent star Alice 
Joyce in He Kneio Women fi930>, 
Alice White in Sweet Mama (1930) 
and Loretta Young in Kismet (1930), 
in which he effectively played the 
young Caliph in love with a beggar’s 
daughter. He was vamped by Myrna 
Loy in The Truth About Youth (1930) 
and in The Right to Love (1931) was 
Ruth Chatterton's secret lover. 

The role of John Barker, the 
nominal lead in Dracula (1931 >, was 
offered to Manners after several ac- 
tors, including Lew Ayres, had 



Ernie Perry 


Maimers with Katharine Hepburn in A BiU erf Divorcement, 1932 


front ofa foil-length mirror while he 
intoned with sepulchral emphasis, 
1 am Dracula ... I am Dracula!’ ” 
Asked about the film ’s director Tbd 
Browning, Manners said, “The only 
directing I saw was done by Kurt 
Freund, the cinematographer." 

Manners gave one of his most 
sensitive performances as a burnt- 
out flying ace in William Dieterie’s 
underrated The Last Flight (193H 


‘Most of today's fans are 14-year-old 
ivorshippers of the horror films - my 
only claim to movie fame 3 


turned it down. During script revi- 
sions. the role of Renfield, the estate 
agent who is vampirised. had been 
built up leaving Harker little more 
than a worried bystander but Man- 
ners was given a higher salary than 
the rest of the cast and the film was 
an enormous success. Manners was 
to work with Lugosi twice more, and 
later commented that he found him 
“a pain in the ass from start to fin- 
ish. He would pace around the 
sound-stage between scenes, velvet 
cape wrapped around him, posing in 


and was fine as the shy blind man 
who conveys his love for Barbara 
Stanwyck through a ventriloquist's 
dummy in Frank Capra's The Mir- 
acle Woman (1931), though the film 
was banned in the UK George Cukor 
cast him as Katharine Hepburn's fi- 
ance, rejected by her after she dis- 
covers there is insanity in her family 
in A BUL of Divorcement (1932), and 
Mann ers was to remain part of 
Cukor’s circle of close friends until 
the director’s death in 1983. 

He was not too effective as the ro- 


mantic lead in The Mummy (1932), 
a superior horror film dominated by 
Karloff, but was praised for his live- 
ly performance in The Warrior’s 
Husband (1933), which he followed 
with the role of the centurion in the 
musical Roman Scandals (1933). 

In The Black Cat (1934), consid- 
ered the finest film of the director 
Edgar Ulmer, Manners and Jacque- 
line Wells were newly weds caught 
in a storm and taking shelter in the 
gloomy castle of Karloff and Lugosi 
Though the film owes little to the Poe 
original, it is made with subtle 
expressionism and a dream-like at- 
mosphere that is hauntingly effective. 
Manners played the title role in 
The Mystery of Edwin Drood (1335), 
strangled by Claude Rains on Christ- 
mas Eve, and appeared with Kath- 
arine Hepburn again in A Woman 
Rebels (1936), after which he retired 
from acting to concentrate on writing. 

He was coaxed back to the 
theatre 10 years latex; starring in 
Maxwell Anderson’s play Truddme 
Cafe. Directed by Elia Kazan and 
featuring an unknown Marion Bran- 
do, the play ran for 13 performances 
on Broadway. But in December 1946 
Manners scored a great personal 
success when he took over from 
Henry DanieD as Lord Windermere 
inLady Windermere's Ftm. Designed 


Corbis 

by Cedi Beaton, the play was a hit 
in New York and toured for a year, 
after which Manners announced his 
permanent retirement as an acton 

David Manners had a home in Pa- 
cific Palisades, which he shared 
with a fellow writer, William Mercer 
and ran an art gallery. Among his 
published books were two novels. 
Convenient Season and Under 
Running Laughter, and two philo- 
sophical works. Look Through and 
The Soundless Voice, the latter 
described by one critic as “a 
penetrating book on meditation*'. 

In recent years, rich due to land 
investments, he lived alone in an 
ocean-view apartment in Santa Bar- 
bara. Married briefly early in his ca- 
reer; he was noted for maintaining a 
private personal life and refusing to 
dwell on the past, though he declared 
fond memories of his Hollywood 
friendships with Mary Pickfbrd, Dou- 
glas Ehiihanks, George Artiss, Con- 
stance Bennett and others. “Tried 
and true friendship.” he said, “that’s 
what this old world needs plenty of.” 

TOM VALLANCE 

Rauff de Ryther Duan Acklom 
(David Manners), actor, bom Hal- 
ifax. Nova Scotia 30 April 1902; 
married; died Santa Barbara, 
California 23 December 1998. 


FOR SOME of his contemporaries in 
the House of Commons, the abid- 
ing memory of Ernie Perry is 
standing at the entrance to the aye 
and no lobbies at divisions and with 
his broad smile coming up after- 
wards and saying: “I counted you in 
and I counted you out" Perry was 
enormously proud of being the 
first undertaker ever to become a 
Member of Parliament 

Buie Perry- no one dreamt of caD- 
mg him Ernest* was born in London, 
brought up in London and was thor- 
oughly London. He left school at 14 
and went into the textile industry. In 
the early Thirties, he became unem- 
ployed, but for the next 30 years made 
his way in the insurance industry. 

In 1934, aged only 26, he joined the 
Battersea Borough Council. For the 
next third of a century he served as 
a councillor; becoming Mayor of 
Battersea in 1955-56 and later an Al- 
derman of the Borough of Wands- 
worth. He was the very essence of 
Herbert Morrison’s London local 
government and all that it entailed. 

Peny spent formative years dur- 
ing the Second World War as a gun- 
ner; becoming a troop sergeant in the 
Indian Ar tfflpiy anri .wvrn g tJirnugh- 

out the ffar East For the rest of his 
life, he was extremely concerned 
about the conditions of servicemen 
and developed a lasting and sensi- 
tive interest in the working conditions 
of Asians. This extended to a real un- 
derstanding of tiie problem of the im- 
migrant Asian co mmuni ties which 
came under Battersea Council’s 
umbrella, and he met them in his 
work as a Member of Parliament. 

In the 1964 general election in Bat- 
tersea South there was the battle of 
the two Ernest Ps - Ernest Perry 
and the sitting Conservative Mem- 
ber Ernest Partridge; the labels 
were Labour Ernie vs Tory Ernest 
Perry won in the small constituen- 



The first undertaker MP 


cy by 12353 votes to 10,615. Since the 
majority of the Wilson government 
was only five, later reduced to three, 
this was an important achievement. 
It owed a great deal to Perry's own 
popularity and also the feet that he 
was seen as a good counterfoil to the 
intellectual member for Battersea 
North, Harold Wilson's President of 
the Boaid of Trade, the Wykehamist 
and Oxford don Douglas Jay. 

Apart from his sterling wort in the 
whips' office, where he was very pop- 
ular as London Whip. Perry made a 
real contribution to the House of 
Commons as a result of his exper- 
tise in the pensions industry, par- 
ticularly the Policy Holders’ 
Protection Bill of July 1975. He 
pointed out that it was necessary to 
differentiate between companies 
and friendly societies which deal in 
life insurance or general insurance 
only - of which over 95 per cent in 
Britain were stable and solvent - and 
companies which take over an in- 
surance company and inject anoth- 
er sphere of activity into it, le. trying 
to link insurance with property bonds. 

Repeatedly he told the Commons 
that the home insurance agent 
would give a person the advice to 
which he was entitled and which 
would suit his pocket. It was this kind 
of good advice in his professional ca- 
pacity that endeared Perry as a 
councillor to so many in Battersea. 

Behind the home sendee agent 
was a battery of unpaid officials who 
vetted his business. If they thought 
an agent had sold an industrial life 
policy when he should have sold an 
ordinary life policy, they would ad- 
vise the impending policy holder to 
take an ordinary life policy. Sixty 
companies ranging from the Pru- 
dential Insurance Company to Ihe Co- 
operative Insurance Society used to 
sell insurance on the doorstep. Perry 
argued that he and his colleagues 
had made it an honourable and 
useful profession, and indeed it was. 

Ernie Perry was without arrfoition 
to be a minister and his purpose in 
the House of Commons which he 
served so well was that Labour in of- 
fice should be a success and create 
benefit for those who put them there. 

Tam Dalyell 

Ernest George Perry, insurance 
agent, undertaker and politician: 
bom London 25 April 1908; MP 
(Labour) for Battersea South 1964- 
74, Wandsworth. Battersea South 
1974-79; Assistant Government 
Whip 1968-70, 1974-75. Opposition 
Whip 1970-74; married 1950 Edna 
Perks Mankelow (died 1998; one 
son): died London 28 December 1998. 



Pushkin translations 


ROBERT POWELL- JONES was one 
of the most promising of his Oxford 
generation but also one of the most 
reckless. He was somebody whom 
you only had to meet once, on form, 
to know his exceptional capabilities. 
While his life was outwardly conven- 
tional - leading from a scholarship 
to Winchester and another (aged 16) 
to Wadham, where he won academic 
laurels; then an early happy mar- 
riage and 20 years at the Bar- he was 
far too independent-minded and 
Romantic a character to be any- 
thing but fundamentally restless. 

He was bom in 1954. At Win- 
chester; he suffered from severe de- 
pression and opted to go with his 
mother to Brazil. Apparently far 


Robert Powell-Jones 


from robust (though in feet be boxed 
well), Powell-Jones threw himself 
into a succession of hazardous ac- 
tivities, working at a hanana planta- 
tion near Sao Paulo, trekking through 
forests in search of rubber, and then 
embarking for the Amazon on a 
small cutter which was destroyed in 
a storm. This culminated in a three- 
day sojourn with the rescuers, In- 
dians. hitherto unaccustomed to 
Europeans; it is likely that Powell- 
Jones was the only person present 
to have read A Handful of Dust 
After these Conradian experi- 
ences, Powell-Jones found difficul- 
ty m settling down at Oxford. He was 
arrested for being drunk and inca- 
pable in charge of a bicycle, when 


dressed as a Chinaman. Neverthe- 
less he obtained a First in Russian 
and in his later career invariably con- 
trived to repair the ravages of the 
night He had a lucid l egal mind. 

The son and stepson of diplomats, 
he was a formidable linguist, read- 
ing and speaking at least seven lan- 
guages, and had a sound knowledge 
of pre-Christian civilisation. Some 
found him overiy intellectual. He was 
not likely, for example, to take part 
in a discussion of fishing quotas given 
the option of looking at a Poussin. 
(Once, when be did look at a Poussin 
in a Bond Street gallery, he politely 
interrupted the gallery owner's 
detailed account of the painting to 
reinterpret its entire mythology.) 


His interest in European culture, 
and in particular the art and archi- 
tecture of Rome, Florence, Venice 
and Paris, was passionate; he had 
limited affection for London and 
showed a marked reluctance to cross 
the riven He collected pictures and 
also commissioned them, notably 
an ongoing series of portraits of his 
daughter; Stella, by Matthew Carr 
Though he often seemed happi- 
est with his own company, Powell- 
Jones revelled in companionship, 
even encouraged a Dionysian streak 
in others, though he could at times 
be an enervating and forbidding 
presence. Easily irritated by what he 
perceived as an oafish element in 
many English men, he was strong- 


ly drawn to the company of women 
and was capable of developing 
tendresses at speed. An endearing 
feature was his ability to communi- 
cate freely, when he chose, with 
absolutely anyone. 

The gifts of penetrative intelli- 
gence and pure intellect which en- 
abled him to maintain an envied 
status at the Bar where he spe- 
cialised in Chancery work, were 
marred by a tendency to erratic be- 
haviour; often associated with drink, 
which became steadily more preva- 
lent and aided by disrupting both his 
professional and his domestic life. 

He accepted all consequent 
changes of status with dignity and 
retired last year to York to work on 


a verse translation of Pushkin’s The 
Bronze Horseman. He rediscovered 
the pleasures of research, estab- 
lishing himself in the teseraent of the 
Brotherton Library. Leeds, where the 
essential Russian lexicon lived. He 
completed the translation of this and 
other Pushkin poems, also a short 
story, and arranged for their publi- 
cation before his death from a heart 
attack. They will appear next year. 

William joll 

Robert James Powell-Jones, bar- 
rister: bom London 6 January 
1954 ; called to the Bar, Middle Tem- 
ple 1978; married 1980 Flora Fraser 
(one daughter: marriage dissolved 
1992); died York 17 December 1998. 


■> 

Gazette 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 


4REY: Peter M. On 27 Decem- 


) early beloved husband of Anita 
Georee*. loving father of 
William, Rhiannon, Angharad, 
Catrin and David and greatly 
loved son, brother; son-in-law. 
unde and friend. Arrangements 
to be announced in due course. 

fflSSSfflSSlf- 

& Lee, 1 The Sanctuary, West- 
minster; London SWlP 3JT 

EVTJN: Hugh Brendan, CBE 
FRCS, on 26 December 1996, 
husband of Ann, father of Tnn, 
James, Peter and Brendan. Ser- 

Newham, Saturday 2 January at 
lpm. followed by private .inter- 
ment Family flowers only. Dona- 
tions if desired to Butterwic* 
Hospice, Stockton TS19 8XN. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Arnold Allen, former 
Chairman, UK Atomic Ener- 
gy Authority, 74; Mr Gordon 
Banks, footballer 61; Mr 
David Bedford, athlete. 49; 
Professor Sir Roy Caine, 
surgeon and immunologist, 
68: Mr Geraint Davies. Con- 
troller, BBC Wales, 55; Mr 
Bo Diddley. singer; compos- 
er and guitarist, 70; General 
Sir David Fraser, former 
UK representative to Nato, 
78; Sir Archibald Hamilton 
MP. 57; Sir John Houghton, 
former Chief Executive, the 
Meteorological Office, 67; 
Lord Howick of Glendale, a 
former managing director, 
Baring Bros, 61; Dame Ros- 
alinde Hurley, microbiolo- 
gist, 69; Mr Mark Kaplan, 
violinist, 45; Mr Timothy 
Mo. writer; 48; The Right 
Rev Peter Nott, Bishop of 
Norwich, 65; Mr David Prior 
MP. 44; Mrs Gwendolen 
Randall Head, Framling- 
ham College, 48; Sir Albert 
Robinson, former High Com- 
missioner in the UK for 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 83; 
Mr Nick Skelton, show 
jumper, 41; Miss Tracey UI1- 


man, actress and comedi- 
enne. 39; Mr David G. 
Wadsworth, Chief Education 
Officer for Bedfordshire, 54; 
Sir David Willcocks, former 
Director. Royal College of 
Music. 79; Mr Clifford 
Williams, former associate 
director; the Royal Shake- 
speare company, 72. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Joseph Rndyard 
Kip ling, author and poet, 
1865. Deaths: Maurice Den- 
ton Welch, novelist and 
artist, 1948. On this day; 
Karol Wojtyia (later to be 
Pope John Paul ID became 
Archbishop of Krakow, 
Poland, 1963. Today is the 
Ffeast Day of St Anysia, St 
Anysius, St Egwin and St 
SabinusofSpoIeto. 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen’s Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 11am; 1st 
Battalion Coldstream Guards 
mounts the Queen’s Guard, at Buck- 
ingham Palace, UJJOam, baud pro- 
vided by the Welsh Guards. 


M Gazette Editor. The Independent, telephone 
^?qT2m2oTS to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 



How to rescue angels from the tinsel 


THE TROUBLE with angels is that 
they do not easily fit into our world- 
view. Although it is said that in Amer- 
ica more people believe in angels 
than God, and the New Age move- 
ment has now incorporated angels 
into its pantheon of divine beings, 
for most of us angels are creatures 
conjured up once a year to form part 
of the magic of Christmas: the angel 
on the top of the Christmas tree, a 
small girl playing Gabriel in the 
school Christmas play, hosts of 
sin g in g angels, looking like choir- 
boys, on Christmas cards. Angels, in 
short, have been both commer- 
cialised and demytbologised - we 
don’t believe in them but its nice to 
have them around, like mince pies, 
mistletoe, and Bing Crosby singing 
and dreaming of a White Christmas. 

Christmas has now become an as- 
sociation of images and ideas fixed in 
nostalgic tableaux of Santa Claus and 
ehres, Jesus, his mother and angels, 
children sharing presents and hippy 
familie s. In this mix angels serve the 
same function as red robins and 
snowflakes, lights on the tree, deco- 
rations in the hall - they are all back- 
drop to the serious business of 
over-eating and drinking. 

But in the Bible angels are serious 
business. The first thing to notice 
about them, however; is that they 
rarely appear by name - Michael, 
Gabriel, and the turncoat Lucifer are 
exceptions - and we know little about 
their appearance or haute couture. 
Michael and Gabriel are not depicted 
with wings, though the seraphim that 
shout “Holy Holy, Holy, is the Lord of 


MEANINGS OF 
CHRISTMAS 

Andrew’ Walker 

Do not expect to find 
angels carolling in the 
realms of glory. But 
rather look for 
in the space between 
ourselves and God 


hosts” around the throne of God are 
winged, as are the cherubim. 

Occasionally we are given inklings 
that the cosmos is full of angelic 
beings doing God’s will. In the book of 
Genesis Jacob dreams of a ladder 
reaching to the heavens on which an- 
gels ascend and descend. There are 
ala) of course fellen angels, doing their 
best to thwart God. In the Book of Rev- 
elation we hear of a war in heaven in 
which Michael and the angels defeat 
the Devil and his cohorts who are then 
cast out from God's presence. 

Usually, however, with notable 
exceptions, the good angels in Ihe Bible 
either appear as announcers of God’s 
will, or as creatures who praise and 
worship him. What we might caD the 
more magical activity of angels with the 
world (much loved by Hollywood) are 
more to be found in the Apocrypha (no- 
tably “Tobias and the Angel”) than in 
the canonical scriptures. 


What is interesting about the 
Christmas narratives of the birth of 
Jesus is that we read both of an- 
nouncing angels and praising ones. 
ThQdng of angels genericaily the great 
Protestant theologian Karl Barth, 
once claimed that angels are “onto- 
logically weak”. By that he meant that 
they are not so important in them- 
selves, but significant only as mes- 
sages from God. In the gospel of 
Matthew, for example, Joseph is 
assured by an angel in a dream that 
it is right for him to marry Mary even 
though she is pregnant Latei; also in 
a dream, he is warned by an angel to 
flee with his wife and child to Egypt to 
escape the wrath of Herod. The angels 
in these reports have nothing to say 
on their own account but are 
important only as heavenly postmen 
who deliver messages on time to the 
right person in the right place. 

Greater angelic engagement can be 
found in St Luke’s gospel where we read 
that God sent the angd Gabriel to Maiy 
in Israel to prepare her for the divine 
conception- This was not just a cour- 
tesy call but a wooing of Mary by God 
via an emissary who waits for Mary’s 
consent before, as it were, he takes her 
answerback to God. In the Orthodox 
Church there is a sense that the whole 
of creation is bushed as it waits upon 
the reply of the girl who will freely 
choose to become the mother of God. 

In the second chapter of Luke we 
have a remarkable passage where an 
angpl appears in the heavens with a 
multitude of supporters, not to tell the 
world about the birth of God but to 
announce it privately to a small group 


of Shepherds. The Kontakion of the 
Orthodox Church for Christmas Day 
depicts the invisible and visible world 
joining together in wonder and praise 
at tiie miraculous birth: “Angels and 
shepherds sing gloiy - - - since for our 
sake hath come as a newborn child he 
who from all eternity is God”. 

In the Orthodox Church angels 
continue to be taken seriously outside 
the Christmas season. From childhood 
members are encouraged to talk to 
their guardian angel as helper and pro- 
tector of their bodies and souls. To the 
Orthodox faithful angels are not so 
much messages, or messengers, but 
heavenly intermediaries, like the 
saints, who continually pray fra* us and 
commune with God. Talking to angels 
is not necessary for salvation, nor is 
it a compulsory component of Ortho- 
dox life; it is simply a nonnative prac- 
tice that proceeds on the belief in God’s 
good creation and His bounty and prov- 
idence for the world. Angels in other 
words are naturally accepted as part 
of the created order and are no more 
odd than the existence of h uman 
beings or inanimate matter 

It is when we see the heavenly host 
in this light that its value becomes ap- 
parent The ridiculous glitzy angelic 
confections of the commercial Christ- 
mas we can do without. Bid assistance 
in traversing the space between 
ourselves and God is something we 
need now as much as ever. 

Dr Andrew Walker is the Director of 
the Centre for Theology & Culture, 
King’s College London, and a lay 
member of the Orthodox Church 
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Is this justice or revenge : 


♦ 


Poland wants to extradite a Holocaust survivor, now living in Oxford, for the alleged murder of a wartime hero. By Adam I. 


T his is a story about Commu- 
nism and patriotism; justice 
and retribution and the his- 
torical ghosts that for 50 years 
lay under the permafrost of 
the Soviet bloc. Now the ice 
has melted, these spectres have returned. 
Jbr globalisation now encompasses not just 
economies , but past torture and murder 
The British process of extradition that is 
now dealing with General Pinochet may 
soon be faced with a case from Poland The 
protagonists here are two elderly Polish 
women: one Jewish, one Catholic. 

The first is Helena Brus, formerly 
Wolinska, an elderly British pensioner 
nudging 80. She lives a quiet tile, togeth- 
er with her husband Wlodzimierz Brus, a 
professor of Russian and fellow of Wrffeon 
College, Oxford. But behind Mrs Brus’s 
comfortable retirement lies another, for 
more brutal past Decades ago she had an- 
other life, in Warsaw during tiie 1950s - the 
years of Stalinist oppression - when she 
worked as a military prosecutor. Her crit- 
ics accuse her of oiling the wheels of ju- 
dicial murder. By issuing countless arrest 
warrants on charges of capital crimes in 
a totalitarian regime, they say she is as 
guilty as those who worked the gallows. 

The Catholic is Maria Ffeldorf-Czarska, 
daughter of a heroic general in the Polish 
Home Army the main wartime resistance 
movement who was hanged in February 
1953. It was Helena TO>finska, she says, who 
began the process of pre-determined ju- 
dicial execution by issuing the arrest war- 
rant for General Fieldort. Now, over 55 
years later, Mrs Fieldorf-Czarska believes 
she has justice in sight In a move that 
echoes the campaign to bring General 
Pinochet to justice, the Warsaw Military 
Court has ruled in favour of issuing an ar- 
rest warrant for Mrs Brus-Wolinska on 
charges of itiegpjfy extending General FW- 
dorfs detention. The next step will be for 
the Polish Justice Ministry to formally re- 
quest her extradition. 

Polish sources say that Britain has in- 
dicated it will not obstruct her extradition 
back to Poland on legal grounds. So toe way 
is dear for another Pinochet-style episode: 
a dear-cut case of an aged former func- 
tionary of a totalitarian regime, apparently 
with blood on his or her hands, finally called 
to account for crimes of decades ago. 

The Brus case is part of a Europe-wide 
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rtme’s new Marxist order was eliminated- 

against*^ 

rested in November 1950 and put on Inal 

in April 1952, charged 
force with the aim 
character of the Polish 
cusations changed to thatofben^a^s- 
dst-Hitlerite criminal". His fete 
of most of his fellow officers who returned 

to Poland -a brief trial to a kabgaroo COTrt. 

followed by the gallows. At 3-30pm°nF^ 
ruary 24 1953 the h a ngm a n at Warsaw s 
Mokotow prison looped a rope around his 
neck. The site of his grave is unknown. ^ 

' Maria Fieldorf-Czarska was informal of 

his death three days later; when she ve 4- 
ed the General Prosecutor's office, look- 
ing for news of her father None of those 

involved in his arrest, imprisonment and 

death could have imagined that their ac- 
tions would return to haunt them, thanks 
to the persistence of his daughter andthe 
collap se of an ideology that once ruled half 

a continent Now 73, and living in Gdansk, ^ 

Mrs Fieldorf-Czarska is a sprightly and hos- W 
pliable woman. Her small flat is decorat- 
ed with pictures of General Fieldorf proud 
and up right in his Home Angy uniform: 

It was a letter she wrote in May 1996 to 




Maria Fieldorf-Czarska with a picture of her father, a hero of the Polish national resistance 


desire for a reckoning for injustices aris- 
ing from toe war The governments and cor- 
porations that profited so handsomely 
from the Holocaust, for example, know that 
denial is no longer adequate. Thus, the ar- 
gument goes, toe Right has admitted its 
sins and made recompense. Now it is the 
Left’s turn and former Communist func- 
tionaries such as Helena Brus. The prob- 
lem in this case is that the circumstances 


are more ambiguous. Mrs Brus is a Holo- 
caust survivor who barety escaped the fate 
of most of her family in the death camps. 

She argues that the attempt to extradite 
her is motivated not by a desire for justice, 
but rather vengeance and the anti-semi- 
tism that still persists in Poland- In a state- 
ment made to the Polish press she said: 
“The decision of the Warsaw military 
court concerning my alleged crimes does 


not contain a true sentence.” 

The prospect of an elderiy Jewess, a fife- 
long anti-fascist, being forcibly returned to 
stand trial rathe land of Auschwifr and Tre- 
bfinka, where most of her family were killed, 
is troubling. But if elderiy Nazis are still 
called to account for the Holocaust, why 
should aged Stalinists escape retribution? 

The earfy 1950s were times of terror in 
eastern Europe. Stalin had installed bru- 


tal regimes run mainly by Communist ex- 
iles who had spent the war years in 
Moscow. S talin understood the value of ha- 
tred, and using the principle of “divide and 
rule” he made sure that many of these of- 
ficials were Jewish. 

Returning to a Europe ravaged by the 
war and the Holocaust, they unquestion- 
ingly followed Moscow's orders. Anyone 
considered to be a threat to eastern Eu- 


LUC liOUlCO V* — — — * — 

arrest and interrogation, that triggered the 
legal process for extradition of Helena 
Brus. “Iffidthissotoatjusticecanbedane 
and that toe people who brought tqy father 
to his deatfr should be held responsible. He- 
lena W olinska brought this case on fabri- 
cated evidence and my father was 
unlawfully arrested. She issued toe arrest 
warrant as a military prosecutor and then 
gave the case to the general prosecutor ” 
The reply came October 1997. that the 

Warsaw Military Prosecutor had begun to 

investigate Genial Fieldorf s arrest Most 
of the others involved are now dead, but 
Wolinska was traced to Oxford. 

“She should confess that she is guilty 
and that what she did was unlawful. 
Whether or not she should go to prison is 
a decision for the courts. But if she con- 
fesses and asks for forgiveness, we should 
forgive her” 


Many happy returns for unwanted presents 


4 


Standing in a queue at Marks & Spencer to swap sweaters for socks is as traditional a Christmas pastime as carol-singing. By John Flynn 


T o the careless observer they 
look Bke another bunch of bar- 
gain-hunters enjoying a day at 
the sales. Only their slightly crum- 
pled green plastic bags bulging with 
presents hint at a different purpose. 
Those do not look like new bags con- 
taining fresh purchases. Then you 
begin to wondo - why the/re all walk- 
ing into rather than out of Marks and 
Spencer early in toe morning. 

Finally, you realise that you have 
chanced upon a special breed of 
shopper. Those for whom the peri- 
od just after Christmas is a season 
of many happy returns. Inside those 
bags are the patterned sweaters. 


babydoll negligees and skimpy 
knickers which seemed so appro- 
priate to the giver, yet appalled 
loved ones on Christmas morning. 

M&S has a famously liberal pol- 
icy of accepting returns. So liberal 
indeed that many of those who feel 
a cash gift is insulting, will have pee- 
ped in just before Christmas, grab- 
bed a few pairs of loud, diamond 
socks, confident that toe money may 
be discreetly reclaimed at a later 
data There is just that little prob- 
lem of the long queue at the vast 
M&S refund section. Thank God 
there is a shop assistant dispensing 
boiled sweets to keep us good hu- 


moured. “Aiy chance of a gm?” I ask. 

Cindy Colfer is here in line at the 
Oxford Street store, victim of an ill- 
chosen Christmas jumper. H He got 
me a size 8,” complains Mrs Colfer; 
46, from South-east London. So 
what's the problem? Tm a 12," she 
replies through clenched teeth. Well- 
intentioned, seasonal flattery? But 
Mrs Colfer is unimpressed: “He 
just picked it off the rack without 
looking and thought that would do.” 

Poor Mr Colfer. He had been try- 
ing. He doesn't usually venture out 
alone to buy clothes for his wife. “He 
gives us the money and tells us to 
get something for Mum,” pipes up 


his daughter Susan. “But he forgot 
Mum's birthday this year so he felt 
he had to go out on his own and 
make amends.” 

Fbr his double erroq Mr Colfer did 
get off more lightly than others. “She 
says they are too long in the leg,” 
sighs Paul, 37, an accountant from 
south London. He shows me the 
black satin trousers he bought for his 
girlfriend “I got the size right, 14. 
But I’ve been told off for not know- 
ing she’s a 30 leg. I thought 31% 
would be OK They looked fine to me. 
For a bloke it’s all right if trousers 
go over their shoes. But I'm told 
women like to show their feet” 


Paul has left his girlfriend at 
home in bed on the bank holiday to 
arrive as soon as M&S opened Ob- 
viously chastised, he has promised 
to be back in time to bring her cof- 
fee in bed No, he will not give his 
foil name. “It’s bad enough doing this 
without everyone knowing about it” 

Maura, 30, and her husband, 
Chris, 30, are still arguing about toe 
gold satin underwear he gave her. 
“I was disappointed” says Chris. 
“She had told me that those were the 
ones she wanted and then she 
changed her mind” Maura mutters 
that she said no such thing. 

This underwear problem keeps 


cropping up. Melissa Braiden, 32, 
from Eastcote in north-west London, 
is completing the annual ritual of re- 
turning a set of bra and knickers 
from her husband Sean. “I Bke what 
he chose,” she says. “It’s just that 
he always buys me underwear: I've 
still haven't used last year's lot” 
But I do not find a single man re- 
turning a lover's present There is 
the occasional wife bringing back a 
shirt that is too large. “He just gave 
me a look of resignation and said it 
was too big," confesses Linda Judd 
Disgruntled women far outnum- 
ber the men. Perhaps it is because 
women are such good present 


givers, such great assessors of size. 
Or maybe we wisely keep quiet 
Ebr some the return trip is just 
the inevitable and amusing result of 
poor communications. “Every year 
my husband's sis ter gives him extra 
large vests which don't fit him and 
she gives me black tights which I 
don't hkE,” declares Maud Jones, 6&J 
Why don’t they explain, I wondej? 
“Oh we wouldn’t want to offend her” 
Tanya Nourfl, 29, is clutching a 
thong from her mother Husband, 
Michael, 28, is. as usual, returning 
his ma-in-Laws traditional gift of 
socks. “These days, mum even 
wraps up the receipt,” she says. 
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23: DIRECTORY ENQUIRIES BY HESTER LACEY 


Legal Notices 


Charities 


Musical Instruments 


No. 6963 of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF 
FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 
INVESTMENT TRUST PUT 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT IMS 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
ikil a K-ihkm ns tm 3 Dvcemhur 


presented to Her Majesty'* 
High Court nl Justice lor the 
o'nfinnalion of the reduction of 
the share capital or the above- 
named ampaay (cam £Z7$390JitXj 
divided into IMIUXX) Cumulative 
PrefcrvjkT Share of £1 cash and 
I.KB-MUm] Ordinary Shares of 
25p cadi to C75AUU00 divided 
uilii I.lffiiNIIUra OnJmarj Shares 
or 25p each hv the cancellation of 
iWtXDOfl Cumulative Preference 
Shares of £1 each. 

AND NOTICE 15 FURTHER 
GIVEN vital lire said petition a 
directed lo he heard before the 
Coat panics Court Registrar at the 
Royal Courts or Justice. Strand. 
London \VCuo J3 January JW. 
ANY CREDITOR or stareholdet of 
the said Company damn? to appose 
the mating of an Older for 
continuation or the said reduction 
should appear at tbc tone of the 
hearing in pawn or by Conrad far 
that pntprac. 

A C07V of the said tail) a *ill be 
lumbal lo acy such person rupinng 
Ik same by the ondetmcniwned 
sotubns on payment of the regulated 
duns foribe sane. 




QuoJtfer ISiiibyri’ DkramhtT |9W 

NORTON ROSE 

KempaMHunsc 

POBmSTU 

Camomile Street 

London EGA 7AN 

(Ret CdLTJiZWWl 
SntfeHon for the Company 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the register of members of the said 
Company wtU be dowdm rented of 
the Cumulative Preference Stans of 
el each tram ij.nopm on Thurslay. U 
January IW. 

Registered Officer 

Ffrhmtp c House. Primrose Street. 

London EC2A2NY 

By ordet of the Board 

Foreign and Colonial InroUMH 

ThJstPLC 

Secretary 


Noj»964 of 1998 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF OU) 
MUTUAL SOUTH AFRICA 
TRUST PLC 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT IWS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a Petition was un 3rd 
December [<K8 presented kj Her 
Majesty's High Court of Justice for 
the erraftnnation of the reduction 
if tire share premium account of 
the above-named Company by the 
rancutbiioa of an amount equal to 
f22JVXLM)n standing in the credit 
.if tire share premium account. 
AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 

GIVEN that the said Pcbikm is 
Jirected to he heard before the 
Companies Own Registrar at the 
Rural Courts of Justice. Strand, 
London WC2 «m 13lh January 1 W. 
ANY CREDITOR or Share holder 
af the uni Company dealing m 
jpposc the making of an Order for 
confirmation of the said reduction 
ihoukl appear at the time of the 
hearing in person or by Counsel for 
I that purpose. 

A COPY of the said Petition wiH be 
fiinrished to any such person 
icquirhu, the same hy the aaJcr- 
maitianai sotidfoa at payment of 
the regulated charge for the same. 

Dated the 18th day t«f Dewater l»8 

Norton Rose 

Rempaon Houre 

Camomile Street 

London EC3A 7 AN 

Ref: R5H'l7<tfZS803l9 

Solicitors for the Company 


IF YOU'RE BLINR, 
A RADIO MEANS THE. 







Each year since 1928 we have striven to 
provide die comfort and companionship of 
radio to more and more UK-registered 
blind people in need. Please 
help with a donation today to: 

BRITISH WIRELESS 
FOR THE BUND FUND 

Dept. IND1, FREEPOST, 

Chatham, Kent ME4 4BR 

Registered Charity Number: 211849 




8, Beriwhy Square. London Wl. 
Freephone; 0800 01 SO £33 


Metro Hearts 


I would Boa oo help with a donation ofc £ . 

Please charge my Debit/Credit card 


Expiry dace | 

I / I 


Signature. 

Name 

Address - 


rest ffgt 
ghost dF 
BMpptmas 
wast — 


Postcode . 


To advertise 


in this section 


please call the 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 

Bofdon, Hants. GU35 9JZ Cm) 

Reg. Charity No. 270288 


f and dscover a 
brisker future in 
the personals. 


« m m tu tfsdr <r#Ni I 

VoKiPersanaK 


Classified Team ' 


on 0171 293 2347. 



Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER (or tint special 
data. 1&C-1S9& most fafas «V«* 
able. Heal birthday gift- Remem- 
ber When. Tab D18T-888 6323. Or 
CALL FREE Q5Q0 SflO 000- 


ANY DIRECTORY enquiries 
staff reading this, pay 
attention and listen up. The 
following numbers are all 
London ones: the Palace of 
Westminster las in 
Westminster where 
Parliament is); Battersea 
Dogs’ Home (an actually 
quite high-profile dogs 
home in Battersea); 
Buckingham Palace (where 
the Queen lives). I repeat 
all these national 
landmarks are situated in 
the capital So why do you 
always ask “Which town?” 
as though there might be 
another Palace of 
Westminster 114 say, 
Grimsby or Penzance? 

If this were the worst 
misdemeanour that 
Directory Enquiries ever 
committed I wouldn’t even 
bother to mention it: as it is, 
it is the least offensive in a 
list of crimes infinitely 
maddening to those of us 
who often need a number in 
a hurry. I have lost count of 
how many completely 
random numbers 1 have 
been given by some chirpy 
little creature with only a 
first name. A recent 
example; the University of 
Nottin gham is Simply not 
the same as some teeny 
little management training 
centre which happens to be 
based in the same town. 
Near misses are even more 
aggravating than toe totally 
off-the-wall. Call me a 
grumpy, reactionary old 
fusspot if you will but the 
number for an organisation 



Uii 


-A- \ 


‘P^SwtteSStler. and IT1 


that sounds a bit like the 
one I requested is in fact 
not the same as getting the 
number I actually need 

And why does Mark or 
Lynne or Sarah or David or 
whoever is Misinformer of 
the Moment keep giving out 
that nonsense about 
needing a specific town to 
do a search? For anyone 
fobbed off in their efforts to 
find a number by this 
blatant fib, stand no 
nonsense; if you firmly 
request a national search it 
will be done. 

It is excruciating to get a 
charming “Sony to keep 
you waiting” from your 
Enquiries Person because it 
means they are about to 
activate that most insulting 


of recorded messages: 
“Sarreh. The nember you 
requaire is net available. 
Sarreh.” Sarreh indeed. Ha. 
Not as sarreh as you’d be if 

you were here in the room 

with me, trying to convince 
me that Asda's head 
offioartfae NSPCC/the 
British Library doesn't have 
a telephone. 

The worst of all this is 
that you cannot win. Driven 
beyond endurance when 

Directories failed to come 

up with the number for mv 
favourite local restaurant I 
looked it up in the phone 
book and called them back. 
■3°u didn’t exist, but 

w S u ere ? front °fraein 
black and white,” 1 said 

triumphantly. “I want a 


refund for the call and for 
one Tm making now.” 
“It’s not on our list,” said 
a noticeably unapdogetic 
Enquiries Person. “What 
you pay for fe the search, 
not us finding the number” 
So there you have it 

Possibly the only service. . 
jnat exists where you still 
teve to pay even if they 

cant come up with the 

goods. Imagine the great 
ousui ess opportunities if we 
could aU do the same • 
l m afraid I can’t cater 

next weds, 
toat U be £300.” 

rtr3 1ITy ' we ^ on,t stock the 
Jfress you want hand in 
your £ 49.99 at the till” 

How do they get away 


! fry * usk> 
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Size isn’t everything 

Neither the National nor the RSC had a great 1998. In fact, nearly all this year’s theatrical highlights came from more 
unexpected venues. David Benedict pulls out some plums, while Dominic Cavendish clears a path through the fringe 




Y ou don't have to be 
Mystic Meg to pre- 
dict that Kevin 
Spacey will bag the 
Olivier award for his 
completely magnetic 
performance as Hickey in The 
Iceman Cometh. Of course, he was 
on to a winner from the off. Hickey 
' gets the biggest build-up in world 
drama - for an entire hour the rest 
of the cast sit around yakking about 
what a great guy he is and how they 
can't wait for him to arrive. 

But Spacey did far more than 
cruise in on star status. He rode the 
wave of anticipation like a champi- 


on surfer and for the next three 
hours, with a host of meticulous per- 
formances surrounding him, the 
audience was glued. 

^Hayley Carmichael confirmed 
■ r promise from successive pro- 
ductions with her Told By An Idiot 
company giving a shimmering jewel 
of a performance as the yearning 
upper-class daughter in Mr 


Puntila and His Man Matti and al- 
most stealing the show from beneath 
the noses of Sean Fbley and Hamish 
McColI - aka The Right Size. 

Indeed, some of the year's best 
acting came in overlooked roles. Jes- 
sica ftirner brought unlooked for 
depths and delicious comic flair to 
What You Get and What You Expect 
at the Lyric Hammersmith: very 
sharp and very funny. 

Quite rightly, everyone applaud- 
ed the Almeida's bravery in taking 
Racine into the shark-infested West 
End, but most people were so busy 
being awed by Jonathan Kent's 
beautiful productions and their star- 
ry leading players that few recog- 
nised the excellence of David 
Bradley His riveting performance as 
Theramene in Phbdre was a mas- 
terclass in relaxed understatement 
He barely raised his voice; he just 
stood his ground and let the richly 
wrought images of Ted Hughes's 
translation spring to terrifying life. 

There was acting of similar depth 


in the play of the year. Never Land 
at the Royal Court Phyllis Nagy's 
devastatingfy compassionate por- 
trait of a French family hurtling to- 
wards disaster made huge demands 
of its actors who progressed from 
farcical high comedy to a heart- 
breaking conclusion as the family 
made peace with itself. Michelle 
Fairley shone with self-possession, 
Anthony Calf brought rare humilty 
to his role, and almost a year after 
seeing it the tragic grandeur of 
Sheila Gish still burns bright- Watch- 
ing her battling between the con- 
soling fictions of self-delusion and a 
true understanding of love in the 
passionate final act was simply 
overwhelming. Steven Pimlott's pro- 
duction - returning next year - was 
also graced by an extraordinarily ef- 
fective (and almost completely un- 
noticed) design by Mark Thompson 
which echoed the atmospheres and 
moods of Nagy’s text 
There was equally bold writing in 
the widely misinterpreted The Play 


About the Baby. More than any 
other play this year, this suffered 
from “reviewers' baggage" where- 
by preconceptions coloured the re- 
sponses to the piece. Several 
commentators clearly expected 
Edward Aibee to serve up a play in 
the same sfyie as Who’s Afraid qf 
Virginia Woolf? and then repri- 
manded him for not doing so. Either 
that or they criticised the subject 
matter - the moral responsibilities 
behind haring children - and not the 
play itself Pardon me. that's not crit- 
icism, it’s censorship.. Howard 
Davies's scrupulous production fea- 
tured beautifully calibrated perfor- 
mances all round with a frankly 
hilarious Frances de la Tbur match- 
ing blissful comic timing with truth- 
ful resolve to a remarkable degree. 

The surprise of the year also 
came courtesy of the Never Land 
team, Pimlott and Thompson, who 
spun straw into gold with Dr 
Dolittle. With its drab score and bald 
book, no one would be foolish 


enough to claim that this was the 
musical of the yean but even cynics 
were stunned by its beguiling 
warmth and larkiness, the direct 
result of Pimlott and Thompson’s 
invention and execution. 

The other outstanding collabo- 
ration was between director James 
Macdonald and designer Jeremy 
Herbert on Sarah Kane's now 
notorious Cleansed Their pristine 
realisation of Kane's disturbing im- 
ages was an unequivocal and nec- 
essary testament to the power of live 
theatre. Furthermore, although it 
proved to be box-office poison. 
Cleansed was a timely example of 
a theatre staging the unique vision 
ofits playwrights in the teeth of com- 
mercial pressure. Thanks to its un- 
heralded Young People's Theatre, 
the Court also wound up with the 
debut of the year in Christopher 
Shinn’s astonishingly tender and 
eliptical state-of-the-nation play 
Fbur. Shinn, 23, isn’t merely promis- 
ing: he’s the real thing. 


Cheek by Jowl went out on a high 
with a stunning Much Ado About 
Nothing , the only time I have ever 
seen all the play’s elements fused 
into a glorious whole. Along the way. 
director Declan Donnellan made a 
star out of Matthew McFhdyean 
whose hilarious and touching 
Benedick was only matched by his 
Charles Surface in Donnellan’s su- 
perb The School for Scandal, the 
finest RSC show in a frighteningly 
long time. Then, just as the rest of 
the Shakespearean year looked like 
a washout, Michael Grandage 
directed Twelfth Night at Sheffield 
Crucible. Brimming with unforced 
humour this carefully cast, fleet, 
fresh and superbly spoken produc- 
tion was done on four weeks re- 
hearsal putting to shame the 
disaster which was Sean Mathias’s 
Antony and Cleopatra? which had 
twice Grandage's rehearsal period 
and budget The National almost 
made up for that with Trevor Nunn 
and Susan Stroraan’s veritable ex- 


humation of Oklahoma.' Anthony 
Ward's eye-widening design played 
no small part in its success. Yet sur- 
prisingly there was competition for 
the coveted award for Best Covered 
Wagons on the London Stage from 
the ludicrously enjoyable Yee-Haw!!, 
1998’s only “camp, cross-dressing 
cowboy musical", which had a sell- 
out run at the Rosemary Branch. 
“Sing and dance/ For no particular 
reason", whooped the chorus. 
Yessiree. They share my Best Mu- 
sical and FVuuiiest Night of the Year 
awards with the frankly insane film- 
noir pastiche The Betrayal of Nora 
Blake at the tiny Jermyn Street 
Theatre. The opening number - 
courtesy of the movie Laura - was 
entitled “Amnesia”, but to coin a 
phrase, I remember it well. 

There is, however, a worrying 
theme to this. Theatre is alive, but 
rarefy in the expected places. Almost 
none of these highlights happened 
within the large-scale subsidised 
companies. Time to take stock. 







Go on, live dangerously. . . 


VITABLY LOOKING back there are 
rets. Show's I wish Td seen. Shows 
iuld gladly have triggered a secu- 
alert to extricate myself from (oh, 
a mobile phone during Eyam. the 
Jewell musical set during the 
me). There were more misses 

1 hits - even though the selection 
reductions covered was weighted 
ivour of the most promising. Hard- 
irprising, you might think: if the 
a “fringe theatre" signifies any- 
g, it is a peripheral space where 
;ts have the prerogative to fail as 
as the opportunity to prove them- 
es. Judging by what was on offer 
12-month, though, much of the fail- 
stems from over-cautiousness. The 
it of risk-taking and innovation is 
■cely to be seen. 

• you wanted memorable new 
s in ’98, you could look further 
d than the Bush or the Royal 
rt, hut you had to keep your eyes 
ed. Katie Hims’s The Breakfast 
iers made a good early impression 
Le rejuvenated Fin borough. This 
btiy comedy captured, with a ras- 
vous hint of pastiche, the daffy 
svardness of two upright and up- 
: sisters sharing a house in the 

2 of the First World War, aco-de- 
lence poignantly soured by the 
age of time. Rosalind Philos and 
y Hewlett’s performances, minu- 
relaying the neuroses caused by 
:ted-upon desire, remain, fra- me. 
rear’s most welcome surprises, 
avid Lewis’ first lull-length wont, 
to Wars - a frequently hilarious, 
gh overly farcicaL eavesdrop on 
nutual recriminations of a child- 

couple - gave the Orange Tr^s 

[lent new ensemble something to 
ieir teeth into apart from sohdre- 
s Nick Green's Her Alabaster 
, first seen at the grossly under- 
1 White Bear in Kennmgton, 
ted some startlingly idiosyncrat- 
ltality inflicted on a lone male: os- 



The tirelessly physical Frantic Assembly performing ‘Flesh’ 


tensibfy an ornate gangster turn, the 
piece slid into a mordant vision of a so- 
ciety whose key players are patho- 
logically incapable of tolerating the 
existence of stand-alone individuals. 

There were other slices of life that 
left a powerful aftertaste. Stephen 
Clark's Ibke-Aioay -presented ty Mu- 
Lan at the Lyric Studio, Hammersmith 
- was a touching portrait of a family- 
run Chinese take-away facing an un- 
certain future. Jack Shepherd's Half 
Moon, presented at the Southwark 
Playhouse, was a gripping fly-on-the- 
wall study of raddled, bickering bo- 
hemians in a Fitzravian watering hole 
during the FaUdands War. Both com- 


bined a vibrant authenticity with an 
elegiac sense of eras at an end Both 
reaffirmed the value of intimate 
theatre spaces; neither could be said 
to point the way forward, though. 

Tb see moulds being broken and re- 
cast the place to go was the BAC, that, 
after fouryears under die aegjs of Tam 
Morris, has become something of a 
phenomenon. Readers may scratch 
their heads in wonder at the fre- 
quency with which the acronym of the 
Battersea Arts Centre appears but 
with 300 companies passing through 
this former town hall in 1998, the bufld- 
ing now folly deserves its tag as "the 
national theatre of the fringe". By sim- 


Ceramt Lewis 


ply not charging rental the BAC has 
opened the doors to a whole genera- 
tion of performers and there's been a 
stampede of talent 
In the recent past it has provided 
a launch-pad for the now universally 
championed Improbable Theatre and 
The Right Size, both of which vaulted 
into the mainstream with the deli- 
ciously nasty Shockheaded Peter and 
the buoyantMr Puntila and His Man 
Matti This yean there was some typ- 
ically astute programming, which 
brought established artists back into 
the fold, and highlighted the strengths 
of unknowns. The In the Dark season 
this summer - which forced the au- 


dience to supply the visuals with their 
imagination - may have been partly 
borne out of a need to keep Ihe costs 
of this underfunded centre down, but 
the likes of Theatre de Comp li rite and 
Improbable leapt at the opportunity to 
get involved. The season was so pop- 
ular with performers and punters, it 
returns next year. 

The even greater success of the 
BAC’s contribution to The British 
Festival of Visual Theatre in October 

- 70 per cent of seats sold for the 100- 
odd performances, most of which flit- 
ted by too fast to get critical coverage 

- suggests that once a venue has se- 
cured the public's trust a micro-cli- 
mate of innovation develops. 

Two undoubted highlights were 
Michael Wynne's Sell Out, a bruisingfy 
accurate description of the fickle loy- 
alties of twentysomethings performed 
by the tirelessly physical Frantic As- 
sembly. and Tunnel Vision, a tragi- 
comic puppet-show from Faulty Optic 
that portrays the whole world as a 
cross between a concentration camp 
and a theme park with hi-tech and lo- 
tech wizardry. 

By this time next year; you'll prob- 
ably be sick of hearing about these two 
companies. The risky ventures of 1998 
become the safe bets of 1999, while the 
plodding revivals and wannabe West 
End musicals are simply forgotten. A 
criticcan take very little credit for this 
process, beyond helping to point the 
public in the right direction- If you 
haven't yet done so, make it your res- 
olution to beat a path to Battersea. 

DC 

'Take-Away' tours to Liverpool, 
Brighton and Manchester in April 
1999; Sell Out’ is touring the UK to 
April (booking: 01 792 7748881; ‘Sperm 
Wars*' is at the Orange Tree. Rich- 
mond 10181-940 36331, M3 February: 
‘TurmdVisiort.ICA.Loridm 
3647K 11-13 January 



Less is more: Get a 
fashion make-under 
for the New Year 
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A make-over? That’s so over 

It’s a chic, subtle wav to get a new look without spending too much at the beauty counter. Meet the make-underByAlglanieBickg: 
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The 50s 

Janet Jones, 53, surveyor for TTiames Water (before, 
above), after, wearing black shirt £105, fay Ghost;, from 
Diverse, 294 Upper Street London NI (0171-359 8877. 
Ghost enquiries 0181-960 3121). Compact base 03, £15; loose 
powder C7, £12.50; brow-colour beige, £8; purple eyeshadow 
530 pearl, £8; white brow-highlighter 100, £8; brown/black 
mascara, £10; nude 850matt lip colour; £10; nude Uplines £8 






The 30s 

Diana Pepper, 36, bride-to-be (before, above), after, 
wearing black long-sleeved top, £155. by Ghost, from 
Diverse, as before. Compact base 3, £1430; loose powder 2, 
£1230; Blonde brow-colour; £8; white brow-highlighter 100, £8; 
purple 500 matt eyeshadow as upper-lid liner; £8; blue 630 
matt eyeliner; £7; brown/black mascara, £10; Beige 80 pearl 
cheek colour; £10; nude 850 matt lip colour; £10 



The 20s 

Helen Georghiou, PA, 23 (before, above, after, wearing 
black polo-neck jumper, £30, from Gap. brandies 
nationwide, enquiries 0800 427 789. Base 05, £1430; beige 
800 matt eyeshadow, £8; yellow 230 pearl eyecolouc £8; Brown 
940m wet eyeliner across upper lashes, £8; black/brown 
mascara, £10; purple 530s lipstick, £10; gold 20 lipgtoss, £830; 
beige 800 matt cheeks, £10 
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E veryone has witnessed the 
power of the make-over. If 
not in a magazine or news- 
paper, then most definitely 
on just-axed morning tele- 
vision show Style Challenge. 
This, and other daytime shows, have pop- 
ularised the notion that most people need 
a team of experts to “make-over” their dull 
looks into those worthy of a second glance. 

This idea may work well on TV but for 
real life, forget it In fact for 1999, as we say 
goodie to Style Oiallenge,itisti^ to pro- 
claim the make-over as, well, over. The 
“make-under" is here. 

The first known use of the term “make- 
under" came from an offbeat makeup col- 
umn in New York-based fashion magazine 
Jane, which launched in 1997. Each month 
a Jane journalist takes to the streets to find 
a woman who literally piles it on - like Do- 
rian Green in Birds qfa feather, but worse. 
Their examples are hilarious and have be- 
come cult reading; imagine a bad perm 
with growing-out highlights combined 
with goth/cbeerleader makeup. Lip-liner 
is brown, lipstick is frosted pink. Blusher 


looks like a bruise, eyebrows are drawn in, 
eyeshadow has been applied with a trow- 
el. What's really scary is that this woman 
thinks she looks great 

The make-under process involves scrap- 
ing the makeup off, and then reapplying 
it in a similar, but more due, way. The hair 
is also cut to enhance the facial features. 
The results are always fabulous, but sub- 
tle, and suitable for real life. 

Efest forward to October The new Self- 
ridges beauty room opens to the public, and 
one of its glossy parlours is inhabited by 
Ruby & Millie, the new range developed by 
Ruby Hammer (top make-up artist) and 
Millie Kendall, unake-up addict). 

Guess what Ruby & Millie were pro- 
moting? Yep, the concept for the make- 
under had arrived in the UK 

Ruby Hammer had been nurturing the 
make-under idea for two years. “We had 
the idea when we began to develop our 
range in 1996," she says. “We were at one 
of those seminars which predicts future 
trends, when the man giving a talk men- 
tioned make-unders. Me and Millie just 
looked at each other and draught ‘spooky'." 
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The teens 

Laura Garrett, model 16 (before, above), after, wearing 
white shirt, £28. Gap. Concealer duo 1&2, £8; beige 80 matt 
eyeshadow. £8; brown mascara, £10; neutral 110 lipgloss, £830 
AG make-up by Ruby & Millie at selected Boots. Photographer 
Trish Morrissey/ Make-up: Ruby Hammer assisted by 
Christine Gaunt / Nails: Sue Fitouri, The Untouchables/ Hair 
Craig Mason, Tbni & Guy / Fashion Assistant : Amy Jones 


When their Boots-backed range finally 
launched in June this yean with its perspex 
and silver user-friendly packaging (de- 
signed byjeweDer Sheila Iteague from duo 
Wright & Teague), affordable prices (noth- 
ing is more than £15) and approachable 
colours, Ruby & Millie were firm believers 
in the make-under 

But before we begin our own make-un- 
ders, Ruby reminds us that “a make- 
under is not a no make-up look". 

“It is about refining and improving, or 
toning down. It is about using less to 
achieve more. I'm not asking people to buy 
ten products when two will do. I am a con- 
sumer as well as a businesswoman." 

AD of the women who agreed to take part 
were looking to change their day-to-day 
look. And all with the exception of Laura 
Garrett who, at 16, doesn’t even need make- 
up, wanted to become sleeker; chic-er 
version of their former selves. At our re- 
quest, they all arrived wearing their usual 
everyday make-up 

Ruby started by discussing the way 
make-up is applied Laura Garrett had her 
complexion evened out with a few dabs of 


concealer; but no foundation was used 
“She’s got lovely skm. Why use it if it’s not 
needed?” said Hammer Her lips were en- 
hanced with gloss, and her eyes were light- 
ly lined That was it 

Diana Pepper was keen to get some ad- 
vice for her forthcoming wedding day in 
February. “At my age, it's time to re-eval- 
uate my regime, r she said. Diana's usual 
make-up is black mascara - “I never use 
eyeliner because my eyes are too deep-set" 
-brownish lipstick, Claims liquid founda- 
tion and loose powder on the T-zone. 

Ruby immediately advised her to use a 
green cream to tone down her flushed 
cheeks. “Just lightly dab it," she said, “ if 
you can see it on the skin, you’ve used too 
much. Once that's done, you can do pret- 
ty much anything, and it's time you wore 
some eyeliner." 

“She has incredible aquamarine eyes," 
continued Ruby as she set to work on Diana 
with navy eyeliner across the upper lids, 
and a lighter blue on the lower lid. A high- 
lighter stick was also used to bring out the 
contour of the brow, and the eyebrows 
themselves were shaded. Mascara was 


applied last Lips and cheeks were left sub- 
tle, leaving the eyes transformed, and the 
hair was softened into a neater shape. 

Diana was over the moon. “I absolute- 
ly love it I would never have thought my 
eyes could look this good. Ruby was so 
quick, and a bit bossy, but that’s good All 
I need to buy now is some eyeliner, shad- 
ow, and highlighter, and I can probably do 
it myself for the wedding." 

Helen Georghiou needed a make-up les- 
son and a few slight changes. “I’ve never 
even thought about bow to apply make-up 
before," she said "I just put it on." Ruby 
removed her eveiyday slick of Body Shop 
foundation. Oil of Ulay mascara, brown eye- 
shadow and orangey lipstick from Estee 
Laudeq and again went to work on the eyes. 
“She doesn't do anything with them," said 
Ruby, “I gave the eyes a flash of gold across 
the lids, some light shadow, and a wet eye- 
liner to brush across upper and lower lids. 
She’s got a lovely warm skin tone because 
she's half Greek, and she hides it under 
foundation. Why? I warmed it up with a 
light blush, and offset it with a purpley- 
brown lipstick and gold lipgloss." 
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It wasn't a mind-boggling transform^ 
tion, but Helen was nonetheless very 
pleased, and surprised “I cant believe how 
little make-up it took. I feel like I'm hard- 
ly wearing any, yet I look totally different” 
Janet Jones admitted that she slaps her 
make-up on at 530am every morning. “I 
have to be at work at 7am, and I tzy to re- 
tain my femininity. 1 last changed my 
make-up nine years ago. Since then. I've 
lost weight in my face, and developed rosier 
cheeks.” Ruby applied green cream to even 
out the skin tone, but not too much - “her 
natural flush means we don’t need blush- 
er” - and softened the skin tone with a 
warm base, loose powder; and used the mir- 
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make-up product around, she says. 

She finished off by working around the 
eyes, to bring out their green colour and 
then lined them softly. “My main objective 
with Janet was to work with her skin tone, 
and bring out her eyes. Everything is sub- 
tle. That is what a make-under is about 
Everyone here could go out on the street 
and look good but not overdone." 



1999: It’s fashion, Jim, and almost as we predicted it 

We are about to reach the imagined era, and fashions, of Buck Rogers, Barbarella and Flash Gordon. Trendsetters bom in th p 
1950s, 1960s and early 1970s recall for Melanie Rickey their childhood visions. And they weren't too wide of the mark 


Max Clifford, publicist 

“As a youngster in the 1950’s I read a 
comic called The Eagle [with] Dan 
Dare who wore what now looks like a 
tracksuit He was a spaceman, 
zooming around the universe saving 
people, and I thought his costume 
looked comfortable and easy. I was 
nine or ten then and all I wanted to do 
was play football. As a kid I wanted to 
get things on as quickly as possible and 
get out into the streets. Now I live in 
tracksuits when Tm not in the office, as 
I play a lot of sport" 

Reflected trends: sportswear as 
eveiyday attire 
Labels: Nike, Adidas 

Elspeeh Gibson, fashion designer 

“I thought that by 1999 everyone would 
look the same and be dressed in all-in- 
one metallic outfits - very futuristic, 
very glamorous, and very hi-tech. 'What 
comes to mind is the scene in 


Barbarella when Jane Fonda floats 
around in a sQver/white space suit" 
Reflected trends: 1970s glam rock 
revival On silver); cyberpunk, 
androgyny hi-tech fabrics 
Labels: Ad Hoc, Versace, Issey 
Miyake, Buffalo, Prada Sport 

Andrew Groves, fashion designer 

“I grew up with images of white 
catsuits in my head - very clinical, like 
something out of 2002, and very hi-tech 
with people liv ing on pills I think 
Bladerunner got it right with... the 
future having no connection to the 
past I imagined we’d all be a Space 
Family Robinson, but it’s never going 
to happen. Similarly I always thought 
that, by 1999, men and women would 
all look the same, very unisex and 
blonde, for some reason. It’s never 
going to be like that either Clothes are 
an identity, not a uniform." 

Reflected trends: androgyny. 


sportswear; hi-tech fabrics, minimalism 
Labels: Courreges, Prada Sport, Jil 
Sander 

lain R Webb, fashion director EUe 

“In my second year at the John Gaunt 
Grammar School in Wiltshire i circa 
1970, when I was 12) there was a 
competition to design a school uniform 
for the year 2000. 1 designed a unisex 
uniform (right): all-in-one hooded zip- 
front outfits worn with matching 
platform boots. At the time I 
worshipped The Angels on Gerry 
Anderson's Captain Scarlet, and was a 
big fan of Space 2999. Our Mazers were 
bottle green, so I chose two different 
shades of green dime for the girls and 
pea for the boys). Looking bad; It’s 
remarkable how skinny and sexless the 
drawings are - the boy has no obvious 
genitalia - but then I guess I was young 
and sex was still a Mysteron to me." 
Reflected trends: androgyny, hi-tech 
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Iain R Webb’s 1970 vision of style 


fabrics, luxury sportswear; utility, 
minimalism 

Labels: Prada Sport, Jil Sander, Louis 
Vuitton, Dirk Bikkembergs, YMC, 
Helmut Lang 

Harriet Quick, editor; Frank 

“I was convinced as a kid that 1999, if 
the bomb had not dropped, would see 
me turn Si, married with at least two 
children (wrong and wrong again), 
living in an igloo-shaped abode with 
Jimmy Savilie do-everything chairs, 
eating freeze-dried food, travelling by 
travellator and wearing pale-coloured 
dothes with rainbow stripes and zips. 
The latter, inspired by the dones in 
Logan’s Rtin, has not transpired - 
though I figure the new Prada Sport 
collection comes pretty close." 
Reflected trends: sportswear as 
everyday attire, utility, hippy, hi-tech 
Labels: Prada Sport, Helmut Lang, 

Jil Sander 


Nicolas Ghesquiere, head 
designer, Balenciaga 

“From about age seven or eight I have 
been very attached to science fiction 
mowes. Films such as Star to* 

and the outfits that go with them - 

^ rep if e 2 ted for me what 1 have 
maimed for future fashion. Important 

EK ' *2* « PnitodtataS. 

hosbie apocalyptic world, and items 
inspired by the children’s toy, 

S 10 ^ m - which 1116 ‘clothing’ fa 
made of plastic and is removable I also 
£2 P™«s?6 Ufa’s hafr iSr ° 

The mix between 

mnocence and violence is intriSi™, 
My favourite idea is in BatHf 8- 

di^Sle? r M a, SS ingius ‘ by 

Labels: Balenciaga 

Research: Susannah Conway 
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While few of us have huge estates, the Lords* findings on inheritance tax address a common problem North News & Pictures 


A change in the 
law means less 
of your bequest 
need end up 
with the tax man. 
By John Whiting 


T he landed gentry have, 
over the past few 
decades, faded into 
genteel - and some- 
times poverty-strick- 
en - obscurity. But 
shire toffs were given cause to cel- 
ebrate earlier this month, after the 
Inland Revenue suffered a rare de- 
feat in the House of Lords, in a case 
which could rescue hundreds of 
Large estates from cripp ling inheri- 
tance tax duties. 

The Lords found in favour of tax- 
payers in an argument over a dis- 
puted inheritance tax bill that could 
have cost the estate of Lady Ingram, 
a wealthy landowner; hundreds of 
thousands of pounds. The implica- 
tions of the Ingram judgement are 
clearly important - scores of simi- 
larly-affected landowners paid into 
a fighting fund to help pay for the 
legal battle waged by her descen- 
dants and their lawyers. 

While few of us have the sort of 
estate that Lady Ingram or her 
supporters had, the decision in her 
favour has shown a way of solving 
a common problem. Lady Ingram's 
concern was that she wanted to give 
her house to her family. That, as is 
well known, is the basic way of 
avoiding inheritance tax tffiT) - pass 
on your assets, survive for seven 
£ years, then there is no tax to pay. But 
^ this was her home so what was she 
going to do if she gave it to her chil- 
dren? And given that this was no 
suburban semi but a large country 
house. Hurst Lodge, set in 61 acres 
of countryside, one can understand 
her wish to live out her days there. 

How about giving away the house 
but keeping the right to live there? 
Not good enough: the 1HT rules have 
a nasty provision called GROBs - 
Gifts with Reservation Of Benefit. 
Giving something away but keeping 
i-j part of it means that the tax will 
operate as if you hadn't given the 
asset away at alL So if Lady Ingram 


gave away the house but stayed liv- 
ing there, she would be GROB’d un- 
less she paid full market rent for the 
property - probably impractical. 
And few would want to give their 
house away without the definite 
right to stay on, leaving it up to their 
offspring to have the final say - chil- 
dren don’t always do what you want! 

Hie idea of splitting the asset does 
start a train of thought Shares can 
be split into an income stream (the 
dividends) and a capital asset- could 
the same thing work with a proper- 
ty? This was in effect what was done 
with Hurst Lodge. Lady Ingram 
transferred the property to her so- 


licitor who promptly granted her a 
20-year lease to live in the property 
rent-free. The freehold was held in 
trust for her family. 

The House of Lords has held that 
this route works to avoid the GROB 
rule. Lady Ingram had, in effect cre- 
ated two assets where one was be- 
fore, passed on one of those assets, 
and gained an IHT advantage. 

Sadly Lady Ingram is no longer 
with us to celebrate her triumph. She 
died in 1987. But she has left a lega- 
cy of value to others beyond her fam- 
ily Anyone in a similar position to her 
- probably a widow. Bring in a large 
house that is the major part of their 


assets, with no spouse to leave their 
wealth to - may be able to solve an 
IHT problem. (Anything left to the 
spouse is iHT-free.j The door has 
opened to show a way of passing on 
the property and reducing the IHT 
burden. But this not something to do 
without professional advice. In- 
evitably anything to do with property 
needs proper legal documentation 
- so, as the TV shows put it, please 
don’t try this one by yourself at home. 
However; if home does represent a 
large potential IHT burden - per- 
haps the majority of a £4G0,000-plus 
estate, which would imply IHT of at 
least £70,000 - it might well be worth 


exploring the route and incurring 
some professional fees. 

TOiere mil be risks. Getting the pa- 
perwork right is crucial to min- 
imise the dangers of the plan not 
working. And it must be borne in 
mind that this might be a door that 
is only briefly open - it may well be 
one that is slammed shut again by 
the Chancellor in next year's Bud- 
get, or even earlier if he sees a flur- 
ry of Laty Ingram Imitators 
exploiting her legacy. 

John Whiting is a tax partner at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, char- 
tered. accountants. 


Power 

A FEW years ago, Ken Ferguson had 
bought a high income bond paying 
10 percent per annum, with any cap- 
ital return reliant on the stockmar- 
ket not felling over the term. He 
telephoned, not because he was un- 
happy with the product but because 
be was thinkin g ahead knowing that 
his 10 per cent income would be stop- 
ping in the not too distant future. 

Ten per cent income is a bit of a 
magic figure and a level of income 
that most investors have been used 
to for a number of years. With in- 
terest rates felling, many clients face 
a bit of a shock when looking to rein- 
vest their money. 

"What I am looking for,” said 
Ken Fterguson, “is a product that will 
pay me 10 per cent net income each 
year with little risk to the capital." 

“I am sony, but ! am going to have 
to disappoint you,” I said. “That rate 
of return on that type of product sim- 
ply does not exist anymore." 

Ken said that he had never con- 
sidered how the felling bank rate 
would affect some investment prod- 
ucts. “Unfortunately" I explained, 

. “they are all interlinked to a greater 
or lesser degree.” 

“So what options are open if there 
is not an identical product for me to 
go back to?” Ken asked. 

I said: "Like all investment deci- 
sions, generating income is a ques- 
tion of risk versus return. Take 
risk-free investments with building 
societies. They are unlikely' to offer 
more than 6.5 per cent gross at pre- 
sent, and as you are a taxpayer you 
will be liable to income tax. interest 
rates are likely to fell further, and 
consequently the return on the 
building society will also reduce.” 

“That doesn't sound too attrac- 
tive," replied Ken. “What about 
Tessas?" 

“Well, they are worth looking at 
Although the rates will fluctuate 
they tend to offer more than a build- 
ing society, and as it is sensible to 
keep money in the building society 
for emergencies it is worth consid- 
ering putting some of that money in 
a Ttessa The advantage of the Ttessa 
is that interest is paid tax free. 

“If we move slightly up the risk 
profile, you could consider a with- 
profit bond, such as the Prudential 
or Scottish Widows, and these will 
pay you 5.75 per cent and 6.75 per 
cent net reversionary bonuses at 
present. But it's still not as good as 
you are used to." 

“Don't these tie me in for a long 
time?" enquired Ken. 

“Tb an extent but you have to 
realise that they are designed for the 
longer term - and that has to be at 
least five years. Historically with- 
profit bonds have given very com- 
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fortable returns; not exciting but 
very steady and reliable." 

Ken Ferguson said that the drop 
in income from these investments 
would prove a problem after being 
used to 10 per cenL 

“If you want a higher income the 
only option is to go further up the risk 
scale. Perhaps you should consider 
a corporate bond fond, such as the 
M&G High Held Bond which has a 
gross yield of 7.85 per cent or the Ab- 
erdeen Fixed Interest Fund which 
yields 8.5 per cent gross, both of 
which can go into a PEP If you can- 
not PEP them then obviously you are 
liable to tax, which brings their re- 
turns down to that offered by with- 
profit bonds.” 

“Is there nothing that pays 10 per 
cent or more?" asked Ken. 

“There is a class of share issued 
by split investment trusts which 
benefit from all of the income that 
trust generates." I began. “These are 
really quite high-risk geared in- 
vestments, meaning that they ex- 
aggerate market movements in both 
an upward and downward direction. 

“The new CGU Monthly High In- 
come investment trust is producing 
over 10 per cent and soon to be 
launched the Jupiter Enhanced In- 
come investment trust aim to pay 
10.25 per cent gross. They are not 
the most straightforward invest- 
ments. and you should limit exposure 
to a small part of your portfolio." 

“So my choices are: accept that 
I'll get a lower income, or increase 
my risk?" 

“Correct" I said. 

After a couple of days to think it 
over. Ken requested a prudent strat- 
egy, and I recommended a diversi- 
fied selection of investments 
maximising his tax benefits through 
Tessas and Corporate Bond PEPs. 
Like many investors, he has had to 
lower his expectations of the returns 
from income investments. 

Tim CockeriU is the managing 
director at Whitechurch Securi- 
ties. independent financial 
advisers lOSOQ 374413* 


\ 


Taxing time for Europe 

More vital problems need to be solved. By Ian Barlow and David Evans 



Dawn Primarolo of the Ell working party UPPA 


I t is not often that tax poli- 
cies of other countries form 
the lead story in the UK 
media. But a sense of propor- 
tion needs to be brought to the 
furore over EU tax harmoni- 
sation that has dominated the 
run-up to this weekend’s in- 
troduction of the euro. 

First of all, what does har- 
monisation mean? People 
seem to assume that equalis- 
ing the corporate tax rates 
means companies would pay 
same tax in each state. This 
is a gross oversimplification, as 
the tax bases - the underlying 
system of calculating the prof- 
its on which companies pay 
their tax - would remain very 
different in each country. 

To date there has been min- 
imal progress in harmonising 
the direct tax systems of the 
EU's member states. In the 
early Nineties, the European 
Commission brought forward 
a number of directives de- 
signed to facilitate the opera- 
tion of the single market and 
reduce double taxation - that 
is whe*e companies end up pay- 
jr-T tax twice on the same prof- 
f. Just two of these proposed 
directives were approved - the 
parent/suhgidfoiy directive that 
reduces taxation on dividends, 
and the mergers directive 
which facilitates cross- border 
reorganisations, disposals and 
acquisitions. Other proposals 
for directives were dropped as 
it was not possible to reach 
agreement between all the 
member states. 

More recently, as member 
states focus on protecting their 
tax revenues, the Commission 
has found a more receptive au- 
dience to its exhortations to co- 
ordinate tax policy. France and 
Germany, in particular, have 
been concerned to prevent 
companies establishing them- 
selves in tax havens and re- 
ducing the tax payable at home. 
EU Tax Commissioner Mario 
Monti - who has taken a much 
•:r#le cautious approach to the 
whole subject than the German 
and French governments - has 
said: “If you create a tax haven 


for a few people, you condemn 
the rest to a tax belL” As a re- 
sult, in December 1997 EU Fi- 
nance Ministers reached an 
agreement on a package of 
measures intended to combat 
harmful tax competition be- 
tween member states. 

The package consisted of 
these three elements: 

• A code of conduct for busi- 
ness taxation. 

• A proposal for a directive on 
interest and royalties. 

• A proposal for a directive on 
the taxation of interest Income 
from savings - the savings di- 
rective. 

The first, the code of conduct 
is perhaps the most interesting 
element of the package: it is de- 
signed toprevent "harmful tax 
competition" within the EU by 
encouraging member states 
to withdraw special tax regi- 
mes. These aim to attract busi- 
nesses that are internationally 
mobile without affecting the 
general rate of business tax m 
the country. For example, in a 
country with a headline rate of 
tax of 40 per cent, a regime that 
offered a 10 per cent rate of tax 


to financing activities might be 
harmful in this context espe- 
cially if it applied only to foreign 

companies or foreign income. 

The working parly establish- 
ed under the code erf conduct - 
chaired by the UK's own Dawn 
Primarolo [Financial Secre- 
tary at the 'tteasmy, and MP for 
Bristol South] - has now iden- 
tified 82 low-tax arrangements 
for businesses within the EU 
which might be harmful. Ten of 
these are reported to be UK 
provisions, including special 
measures for the film industry, 
for ship operators, and for the 
tax breaks provided by enter- 
prise zones - but this has yet 
to be confirmed. 

The EU savings directive 
has also been much in the 
headlines. This proposes that 
each member state introduce 
either a Tnmimnm 20 per cent 
withholding tax on payments of 
interest to individuals in other 
member states, or a require- 
ment to report such payments 
to the tax authorities in the 
member state of the recipient. 
The UK Government would 
not favour introducing a with- 


holding requirement in do- 
mestic legislation, but would 
probably be happy with a re- 
porting requirement, provided 
an exemption was introduced 
for Eurobond interest Without 
an exemption, it is feared, there 
would be very harmful effects 
on the London Eurobond mar- 
ket, and the Government has 
stated that unless adequate 
protection is introduced, it will 
veto the proposal. There is no 
reason to doubt their word. 

The code of conduct for busi- 
ness taxation does not go far 
enough for some. With EMU 
levelling the playing field in 11 
member states, tax will be one 
of the few remaining areas in 
which countries can still com- 
pete: there is no prohibition in 
the code of conduct on lower- 
ing the national rate of business 
tax - Ireland has said it will a 
progressively lower its nation- 
al rate to 1Z5 per cent by 2003. 

While some view competi- 
tion as a bad thing, others be- 
lieve it encourages member 
states to have disciplined pub- 
lic finances, and provides a 
last remaining lever in running 
the economy within the Euro- 
zone. However; given the po- 
litical tensions, we are bound to 
see more headlines in the 
tabloids before long. 

But in many ways, the cur- 
rent debate on tax harmonisa- 
tion misses the point for 
business - the real concern is 
how barriers to doing busi- 
ness can be overcome and Eu- 
rope can be a true single 
market? It is, for example, the 
inability to offset losses in one 
country against the profits in 
another and the requirement 
to detamine taxable profits ac- 
cording to the different tax 
bases in 15 member states that 
increase tax costs in the angle 
market These are the issues 
that toe Commission must fo- 
cus on -the current debate on 
tax rates will be of little or no 
help to business. 

/an Barlow is UK head of tax 
and David Evans is director 
of mtemafional tax at KPMG. 
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THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 

If you have a complaint 
about an ucm in this 
newspaper which 
concerns inaccuracy, 
intrusion, harassment 
or discrimination, write 
lo lit- editor about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied 
you can write to the 
Press Complaints 
Commission, 
an independent 
organisation established 
lo uphold an editorial 
Code of Practice 
for the Press. 
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RPS 


Financial Controller 

Westerham, Kent 
To £28,000 
The Organisation 

RPS Rainer results from the recent merger of the Royal Philanthropic Society and the 
Rainer Foundation, two long established and respected charities offering support to 
vulnerable children and young people, via a range of nationwide projects and training 
programmes. The charity now seeks to appoint a financial controller for rts head 
office. 

The Role 

A diverse and challenging role, reporting to the finance director, encompassing a full 
range of accounting duties with a particular focus on management accounting, 
including: 


i Provision of complex monthly 
financial management information for 
up to 30 projects 

Statutory accounts and liaison with 
external auditors 


• Cash management 
> Specialised funding returns and 
SORP 

Budgeting and liaison with project 
managers 
• MIS - Excel/Dynamics/Access 

The Appointee 

A qualified/finalist, with a keen interest in management accounting and MIS, 
combined with the drive and personality to take this prestigious charity forward into 
the Millennium. 

RPS Rainer is committed to equal opportunities practice. Charity registration number 229J32. 

To apply, please write enclosing your CV and current salary details to 
Hays Accountancy Personnel, 33 George Street, Croydon, Surrey 
CRO 1LB. Tel: 0181 288 0886. Fax: 0181 251 0699. E-mail: 
croydon@hays-ap.co. uk. 


mm 



INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTMENT BANK 

requires 

Analyst/Programmer 

To provide support for our management information 
system. Responsibilities will include providing 
maintenance and support for release software. Testing, 
dcvclomem and general system support. Tbc successful 
candidate will possess a relevant degree together with a 
minimum wo years systems experience. A knowledge of 
Visual Basic and AS/400 would be an advantage. The salary 
offered is commensurate with experience. IT you possess 
tbc skills required for this position, please send your CV to 
PO Be* 210L5C. Islington. London N! 2XQ. 


American law firm seeks 

Legal Office Manager 

for London branch office 

Responsibilities: 

• manage human resources function for 35 person office 

• handle LIS and UK compensation and benefits 

• ensure compliance with UK employment law and ELI regulations 

• manage office space 

■ handle applications for work perraiis/visas 

• serve as liaison to outside vendors 

• maintain contact with head office in New York 

Qualifications: 

• university graduate 

• two - three years relevant professional work experience 

• knowledge of expatriate benefits and lax issues 

• familiarity with Mandatory Continuing Legal Education require menis 
for U.S. attorneys 

• fluency in a European language essential 

Salary negotiable. Please send curriculum vitae with cover letter to: 
P.O. Box 12947 The Independent. One Canada Squirm, 

Canary WfmrC London, EI4 SOL 
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New Films 


THE APPLE (SIB) <PG) 

Director Sami rah Makhmaibaf 
Starring: Massoumeh Naderi, Zahra Naderi 
Seventeen-year-old MakhmalbaTs precocious 
d6but re-creates the true-life fortunes of Iran’s 
Naderi sisters, raised in sectason by their parents 
before bang set loose by a social worter Rut docu- 
drama, part rites-of-passage fable. The Apple is 
a luminous missive from a burgeoning Iranian film 
scene. West End: Metro, Renoir 


ENEMY OF THE STATE U5) 

Director: Tony Scott 
Starring: Will Smith, Gene Hackman 
Win Smith's fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon warhorse in 
a tale of political intrigue. A top-drawer cast 
weaves in and out of the hi-tech imagery and 
adrenalised chase scenes. West End: ABC Tot- 
tenham Court Road, Clapham Picture House, 
Hammersmith Virgin , Notting Hill Coronet, 
Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Odeon West End, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
Baker Street, Screen on the Green, UCI White- 
leys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 


THE MIGHTY (FG) 

Director Peter Chelsom 
Starring: Sharon Slone, Gillian Anderson 
Peter Chelsom ’s The Mighty is a stolid and rather 
predictable tale of two outcast kids in Cincinnati 
Sharon Stone and Gillian Anderson cope well in 
what basically amount to supporting roles. West 
End: Barbican Screen, Curzon Soho, Gate Nob- 
ting Hid. Richmond FUmhouse, Screen on the 
Hid, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket 


WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Director: Vincent Ward 
Starring: Rodin Williams, Annabefla Sclorra 
Along comes Christmas, and out comes What 
Dreams May Come, an over-glazed turkey with 
all the trimmings. Wiliams simpers as the dead 
chappie who leaves a cod-impressionist heaven 
to rescue his suicide-bride (SdorraJ from a Gothic 
helL Metaphysical conceits arrive with a heavy 
dusting of sugar West End: ABC Baker Street, 
ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Clapham Picture 
House, Elephant & Castle Coronet. Odeon Cam- 
den Tbvon, Odeon Haymarket, Odeon Kensing- 
ton, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
UCI Whiteleys , Virgin Chelsea. Virgin Tro- 
cadero, Warner Village West End 


Xan Brooks 


General 

Release 


ANTZ iPG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End : Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea. Virgin Trocadero 


BABES PIG IN THE CITY 0J) 

In the follow-up to Babe, knockabout comedy is 
kept to a minimum in favour of a Weak animatronic 
fairytale. West End- ABC Baker Street, ABC 
Tottenham Court Road , Clapham Picture House, 
Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI White- 
leys, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero 


THE MASK OF ZORRO CPG) 

This swashbuckler gallops full-speed through 
19th-century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas's Hispanic do-gooder. West End; 
Clapham Picture House, Elephant & Castle 
Coronet, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden 
TmiuOdecnKensingtm^Odem Leicester Sqiur^ 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Rood 


mulan an 

This has it all: pro-active heroine; strong 
father/daughter relationship; honour; nobility. It’s 
also one of the most visually innovative movies that 
Disney has ever made. West End Odeon Mezza- 
nine. UCI Whiteleys, Warner Village West End 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. West 
End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Curzon Soho, 
Virgin Haymarket 


THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 
head in this thrilling drama. West End: Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner ITUage West End 


OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. West 
End Empire Leicester Square. Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea. Virgin Trocadero 


THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

Disney reheats its 1961 heart-warmer in this story 
of twin sisters’ efforts to reunite their parents. West 
End- Clapham Picture House, Hammersmith 
Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 
West End, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT 0J> 

In planning his cartoon life of Moses. Dreani Warts 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean". The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. West End ABC Baker 
Street, ABC Tottenham Court Road, Barbican 
Screen, Clapham Picture House. Elephant & Cas- 
tle Coronet , Empire Leicester Square , Hammer - 
smith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Stows 
Cottage. Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero 


RUSH HOUR (15) 

Rush Hour marries Jackie Chan with a LA back- 
drop, a jobbing Hollywood director and a wise- 
hladr comic in Chris Tucker's huckstering 
LAPD man. It’s a hit-and-miss affair TObsf End- 
Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Kensington. Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage. Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero. 
Warner village West End 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 


the three best films 


Out of Sight (15) 

This tale of love on opposite 
sides of the law Jmocks spots off 
every previous Elmore Leonard 
adaptation, and boasts in 
George Clooney and Jennifer 
Lopez the swooniest romantic 
pairing of the cinematic year. 


of the colony’s totalitarian regime 
when he falls in with Princess 
Baida (Sharon Stone). 


Antz (PG) 

This computer-animated comedy, 
voiced by a stellar cast, stars 
Woody Allen as worker ant “Z”, 
who becomes ao unlikely opponent 


My Name Is Joe (15) 
This solid social-realist drama 
contains all teat one would 
expect from a Ken Loach Sim - 
humour, indignation, emotional 
sympathy - driven by Peter 
Mu Han’s intense performance as 
a recovering alcoholic. 


ANTHONY QUINN 



CINEMA 

west End 


ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

[0870-902 0402) Q Leicester 

Square Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
1.40pm. 4.10pm, 6.40pm, 8.55pm 
What Dreams May Come 1.05pm, 
3.40pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm 


ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) «■ Leicester Square 
Angd Sharks 1.10pm, 3.10pm. 

6.10pm, 8.20pm The Eel 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm, 8.30pm The 

Governess 1.30pm, 3.55pm. 6.15pm, 
8.35pm La Vie Revee des Anges 
1.15pm. 3.35pm. 5.55pm, 8.15pm 


ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 

Court Road Babe: Pig in the Gty 
1.10pm, 3.40pm Enemy of the 
State 1.05pm, 3.45pm. 6.25pm. 
9.10pm My Name Is Joe 6.30pm. 
9.15pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.15pm. 3.55pm, 6.50pm. 9.20pm 


BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) e Barbican The 
Mighty 3pm, 6.15pm. 8.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 3pm. 5.30pm, 8pm 


CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) -e Sloane Square 
On Connaic (a Chanson 1pm, 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.35pm 


CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) «■ Clapham 

Common Babe: Pig in the City 
12.30pm Enemy of the State 
6.20pm. 9pm The Mask of Zorro 
phone for times The Parent Trap 
1pm, 3.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
phone for times What Dreams May 
Come 4.15pm, 9.30pm 


CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Dancing at Lughnasa 4.30pm, 9pm 
The Philadelphia Story 2pm, 6.30pm 


CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm)J 

■O Leicester Square/Tottenham Court 
Road Casablanca 2pm, 4.45pm, 
7pm, 9.10pm Elizabeth 1.45pm, 
6.45pm. 9.20pm The Mighty 

1.15pm, 3.15pm, 5.15pm. 7.15pm 
My Name is Joe 4.30pm, 9.30pm 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) ^ Elephant 6 
Castle The Mask oF Zorro phone for 
times The Prince oF Egypt phone 
for times What Dreams May Come 
phone for times 


EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester Square 
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 
12.40pm, 3.15pm. 6.10pm Out of 
Sight 12.10pm. 2.55pm, 5.50pm. 
8.35pm The Prince of Egypt 
10.45am, 1pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
6.30pm. 9pm 


GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) Q Notting Hill 
Gate The Mighty 4.45pm, 6.55pm. 
9.05pm 


HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718] O Hammer sm ith 
Babe: Pig hi the Gty 12.40pm 
Enemy or the State 3pm. 6.10pm. 
9.10pm The Mask of Zorro 12 noon, 
3pm. 6pm. 9pm The Parent Trap 
12.10pm. 3pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.15pm, 2.20pm, 4.30pm, 6.30pm. 
8.30pm 


METRO 

(0171-734 1506] ■©■ Piccadilly 

Grcus/leicester Square The Apple 
(Sib) 3pm. 5pm, 7pm. 9pm Fire 
2pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.30pm 


CURZON N1INEMA 

(0171-369 1723) «■ Hyde Park 
Corner/Knightsbridge Elizabeth 
2.20pm, 6.40pm fire 4.35pm, 9pm 


NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) «■ Notting Hill 
Gate Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.50pm, 6.30pm 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O- Camden Town 
Babe: Pig in the City 11.45am 
Enemy of the State 12.15pm. 3pm. 
S,50pin, 8.40pm The Mask of 
Zorro 1 1 .40am, 2.45pm. 5-40ptn. 
8.30pm The Parent hrap 12.1 0pm. 
2.55pm The Prince of Egypt 
1 1.40am. 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 6.45pm, 
9pm Rush Hour 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 
8.55pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
6.45pm. 9.05pm What Dreams May 
Come 5.55pm. 8.35pm 


ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) & Piccadilly GTcus 
What Dreams May Come 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm, 8.40pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) * High Street 
Kensington Babe: Pig in the Gty 
1.30pm. 3.55pm Enemy of the 
State 12.05pm, 3.10pm, 6.15pm, 
9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 2,25pm. 
5.40pm, 8.55pm The Parent hap 
1pm. 4pm The Prince of Egypt 
12noon. 2.25pm. 4.50pm. 7.15pm 
Rush Hour 7.05pm. 9.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 7.20pm, 9.50pm 
What Dreams May Come 1.30pm. 
4.15pm. 7pm, 9.45pm 


ODEON LBCESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester Square 
The Mask of Zorro 1 1 .40pm. 
2.30pm, 5.25pm. 8.20pm 


ABC BAKER STREET 
(0870-902 0418) B Baker Street 
Babe: Pig hi the Gty 1 -20pm. 
6.10pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.40pm. 4pm, 6.20pm, 8.35pm What 
Dreams May Come 3.40pm, 8.30pm 


ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) O Piccadilly Circus 
Elizabeth 2.10pm, 5.10pm, 8.10pm 
The Last Days of Disco 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6pm, 8.25pm Lock, Stock 
tk TWo Smoking Barrels 1.10pm, 
3.35pm, 6pm. 8.30pm A Perfect 
Murder 1.10pm. 3.35pm. 

6pm, 8.30pm 


ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) ^ Marble Arch 
Babe: Pig In the Gty 12.05pm 
Enemy of the State l2noon. 
3.05pm, 6.05pm. 9.05pm The Mask 
of Zorro 11.45am, 2.50pm, 

5.55pm, 9pm The Parent Trap 
12.15pm. 3.15pm The Prince of 


Egypt 12.30pm. 3.20pm, 6.10pm. 
8.55pm Rush Hour 2.15pm, 
4.40pm, 7.05pm Star TVefc: 

Insurrection 9pm What Dreams 
May Come 5.55pm. 9pm 


ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (horn 1pm) 

O Piccadilly Grcus Ham am: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm, 3.50pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm Slums of Beverly 
Hills 1.35pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 
8.45pm 


ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) «■ Leicester Square 
Elizabeth 12.35pm, 3.05pm. 

5.35pm, 8.20pm Lock, Stock & TWo 
Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 3.55pm, 
6.20pm. 8.45pm Les Mlserables 
3.30pm. 8.30pm Mulan 1.40pm, 
3.50pm Ronin 5.55pm, 8.25pm 
Snake Eyes 1.05pm. 6pm There’s 
Something About Mary 12.45pm, 
3.15pm, 5.45pm, 8.20pm 


RfTZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/O Brixton 
Antz 12.45pm, 2.45pm Babe: Pig 
in the Gty 12.25pm, 2.25pm, 
4.25pm Enemy of the State 
12.40pm. 3.20pm. 6.25pm. 9.10pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.40pm, 
3.30pm, 6.15pm, 8.55pm The 

Prince of Egypt 12noon. 2.15pm, 
4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm Rush Hour 
7pm, 9.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4.35pm, 9.30pm La 
Vie Rev£e des Anges 4.25pm. 
6.55pm. 9.25pm 


SCREEN ON BAKER S T REE T 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker Street 
Enemy of the State 2.40pm, 
5.30pm. 8.20pm Left Luggage 
2.30pm. 4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 


SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) O AngeJ/Hlghbury 
& Islington Enemy of the State 
2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm 


SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) Be (size Plark 

Left Luggage 4.40pm The Mighty 
2.40pm, 6.50pm. 9pm 


UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) Queensway Antz 
11.30am. 2pm. 4pm Babe: Pig In 
the aty 11.10am. 12.10pm, 

I. 40pm. 2.30pm. 4.20pm Enemy of 

Che State 11. 40am. 2.45pm, 

5.40pm. 8.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 12 noon. 3.05pm, 6pm, 9pm 
Mulan 1 1am Out of Sight phone for 
times The Parent Trap phone for 
times The Prince of Egypt 

II. 20am, 1.30pm, 5.50pm, 6.15pm. 

8.45pm Rush Hour 5.05pm. 
7.20pm. 9.50pm Star "ftek: 

Insurrection 6.40pm. 9.20pm What 
Dreams May Come 1.10pm, 
4.T0pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 


VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) -O- Sloane 

Square/South Kensington Antz 
1.1 5pm Enemy of the State 
2.1 5pm, 5pm, 8.45pm Out of Sight 
8.30pm The Parent Trap 12.45pm, 
3pm. 5.45pm Rush Hour 3.30pm. 
6.15pm, 9.30pm What Dreams May 
Come 1 .30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 9pm 


VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) e South 

Kensington Babe: Pig in the Gty 
12noon. 2.10pm, 4.15pm Elizabeth 
2pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm Enemy of 
the State 1 2.30pm, 3.10pm, 6pm, 
9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.20pm, 3.10pm. 6.10pni, 9.10pm 
The Mighty 1pm. 4pm, 6.30pm, 
8.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.10pm, 2.15pm, 4.25pm, 

6.40pm. 8.50pm Star Thak: 

Insurrection 6.30pm, 8.45pm 


VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) «► Piccadilly Grcus 
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 
12.45pm, 3.20pm, 6pm, 8.35pm 
The Mighty 12.30pm, 3.10pm. 
5.50pm, 8.25pm My Name 1$ Joe 
12.55pm. 3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.45pm 


VIRGIN TROCADERO 
(0870-907 0716) e Piccadilly Grcus 
Antz 1 2.20pm. 2.10pm. 4.10pm 
Babe: Pig In the Gty 12.20pm, 
2.20pm. 4.20pm Made 6.25pm, 
9pm The Negotiator 8.30pm Out 
of Sight 12noon. 2.50pm. 8.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 12.50pm. 
3.20pm, 5.50pm. 8.10pm Rush 
Hour 12.10pm. 2.25pm. 4.40pm, 
7pm. 9,20pm Star hefc 
Insurrection 6. 1 5pm, 8.50pm 


Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 


ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O Swiss Cottage 
Babe: Pig in the City 12.1 0pm 
Enemy of the State 12.10pm, 
2.50pm, 5.35pm. 8.20pm The Mask 
of Zorro 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 
The PSarent Trap 12.15pm. 3.05pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1pm. 3.25pm. 
5.55pm. 8.25pm Rush Hour 

1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 6pm, 8.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 12.30pm, 
3.15pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm 


ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester Square 
Enemy of the State 12.30pm, 
3.20pm, 5.30pm. 6.15pm. 8.25pm 
The Parent Trap 1 2.05pm. 2.45pm 


PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) e Piccadilly Grcus 
Everest 2.40pm. 4.45pm, 7pm, 
9.05pm T-Rex: Back to the 
Cretaceous (3-D) 1 1.30am, 

1.35pm, 3.40pm. 5.45pm, 8pm. 
10.05pm 


PLAZA 

(0990-888990) e Piccadilly Grcus 
Antz 1.15pm. 3.30pm Babe: Pig In 
the City 12.45pm, 3.10pm, 5.30pm 
Rush Hour 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 
9pm Saving Private Ryan 7.50pm 
The Ihiman Show 6pm, 8.30pm 


RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell Square 
The Apple (Sib) 1pm. 2.55pm, 
4.50pm. 6.45pm, 8.45pm On 

Connalt la Chanson 3.45pm, 
8.35pm The Philadelphia Story 
1.25pm. 6.15pm 


4.05pm Star Trek, 
6.20pm, 8.40pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) Q Gants HUi 
Antz 12.05pm Enemy of the State 
11.50am. 2.40pm, 5.30pm. 8.20pm 
The Mask oF Zorro 1 ,50pm, 5pm. 8pm 
The Parent Tap 1 2.20pm. 3.05pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 1 .40am, 2pm, 
4.20pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 12.30pm, 2.30pm. 
4.30pm, 6.35pm. 9.05pm What 
Dreams May Come 5.50pm, 8.35pm 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) BR: Putney/ 
& Putney Bridge Antz 1.15pm Babe: 
Pig in the aty 1 .30pm. 3.45pm En- 
emy of the State 5.15pm. 8.1 5pm The 
Parent Trap 2.15pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3. 3 0pm StarTek: Insurrection 
6pm. 8.45pm What Dreams May 
Come 6pm. 8.30pm 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/O Rich- 
mond Enemy of The 5tate 12.1 0pm. 
3pm. 6pm, 9pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.10pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm The Prince 
of Egypt 1.10pm, 3.40pm. 6.20pm, 
9.20pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
6.30pm, 9.20pm 


ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/O Richmond Antz 2pm, 4pm 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 1 .30pm The Par- 
ent Trap 12.30pm. 3.10pm Rush 
Hour 4pm. 6.30pm, 9.20pm What 
Dreams May Come 1 . 30pm, 4. 1 0pm. 
6pm. 6.50prn, 8.40pm, 9.20pm 


STAPLES CORNER 

VIRGIN (0870-907071 7) BR: Crickle- 
wood Babe: Pig In the City 1 ,30pm, 
3.50pm Enemy of the State 1 2.1 5pm, 
3.15pm, 6.15pm. 9.10pm the Mask 
of Zorro 12noon. 3pm, 6pm, 9pm The 
Parent Trap 12.45pm. 3.30pm The 


Prince of Egypt 12.30pm, 2.30pm. 
4.30pm, 6.30pm, 8.30pm Rush Hour 
6.40pm, 9.1 5pm Star Trek: Insurrec- 
tion 6,15pm, 8.50pm What Dreams 
May Come 1pm. 3.40pm. 6.25pm, 
9pm 


SURREY QUAYS 

UG (0990 888990) O Surrey Quays 
Ana 1 1 .45am, 2.35pm Enemy of the 
State 12noon, 12.40pm, 3pm, 
3.20pm, 6pm, 8.50pm. 9.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12.30pm, 3.30pm, 
6.30pm. 9.30pm Mulan 11.1 5am The 
Parent Trap 12.10pm, 3.05pm, 
5.50pm The Prince of Egypt 1 0.45am. 


1.1 5pm. 3.4Spm. 6.15pm. 8.35pm 
Rush Hour 5pm, 7.30pm. 9pm. 
9.50pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.15pm. 1.45pm, 3.55pm, 4.30pm. 
6.30pm, 7pm, 9pm, 9,30pm What 
Dreams May Come 1.25pm, 4pm. 
6.50pm, 9.20pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007)0 South 
Wimbledon Antz l2noon Babe: Pig 
the Gty 1 1 .55am, 2.05pm Enemy Of 
the State 1 1.45am. 2.30, 5.25pm, 
8.20pm The Mask of Zorro 1 .55pm. 
5pm. 8.10pm The Parent Trap 
1 2 noon, 3pm The Prince of Egypt 
11.30am, 1.50pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 
8.45pm Rush Hour 4. 10pm Star 
Insurrection 6.20pm. 8.40pm What 
Dreams May Come 5.45pm, 8.30pm 


1 1 >> 



There's Something About Mary 
620pm. 9pm The T Hunan Slow 
lpm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm What 

Dreams May Come 12.30pm. 
3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 


Cinema 

Repertory 


WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) «■ Leicester 

Square Blade 1.40pm, 4.10pm, 
7pm. 9.35pm The Exorcist (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) 3.55pm. 
6.40pm. 9.25pm Lethal Weapon 4 

I. 10pm, 4pm. 6.50pm Lock, Stock 

& TWo Smoking Barrels 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm Mulan 

II. 40pm. 3.55pm The Negotiator 

11.40am, 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm 
A Perfect Murder 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 
6.25pm. 9.10pm Rush Hour 

12.50pm. 3.20pm, 6.30pm, 

8.50pm, 9.30pm What Dreams May 
Come 12.20pm, I.50pm, 3pm. 

4.20pm, 5.30pm. 6.50pm, 8.20pm, 
9.20pm. 


ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) 9 Park Royal Ana 
11.30am, 1.30pm. 3.40pm, 5.50pm. 
8pm Babe: Pig in the Gty 10.20am. 
12.30pm. 2.40pm, 4.50pm Blade 
10pm, 12.40pm Enemy of the State 
1 1am, 12noon, 1.45pm. 3 pm. 4.30pm. 
6pm. 7pm, 8.55pm. 9.50pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12noon, 2.50pm. 
5.40pm. 8 30pm Mulan 1 0. 1 0am The 
Parent Trap 11.10am, 1.55pm. 
4.40pm. 7.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
1 1am. 1 .1 5pm. 4pm. 6.20pm, 8.40pm 
Rush Hour 1 1 ,05am. 1 .25pm. 3.50pm, 
6.50pm. 9.25pm. 10.10pm Small Sol- 
ders 1 1 . 1 Sam Star Trete Insurrection 
7.20pm, 9.40pm What Dreams May 
Come 1.35pm, 4.10pm. 6.40pm, 
9.10pm 


EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/O Ealing Broadway 
Babe: Pig In the Gty 12 noon Enemy 
or the State 6pm. 8.40pm The Mask 
of Zorro 2.1 0pm, 5.30pm, 8.30pm The 
Parent hap 12.30pm, 3.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 pm. 3.20pm. 5.50pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 8.30pm 


GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) e Goiders 


Green The Prince of Egypt 1.45pm. 
4.05pm Star Trek: Insurrection 


HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Holloway 
Road/Archway Ana 4.30pm. 6.30pm 
Babe: Pig in the City 12.15pm. 
2.20pm Enemy of Che State 1 2noon. 
2.20pm, 2.45pm. 5.10pm. 5.35pm. 
8pm, 8.35pm The Mask of Zorro 
1.40pm. 5pm, 8.15pm Mulan 
12.55pm Out of Sight 8.25pm The 
Parent Trap 12.35pm, 3.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12. 10pm. 2.20pm. 
4.35pm. 6.50pm. 9pm Rush Hour 
12.05pm, 2.20pm. 4.35pm. 6.50pm. 
9.05pm Small Soldiers 1 2noon Star 
lhek: Insurrection 6.40pm. 9.05pm 
What Dreams May Come 3.05pm. 
5.45pm, 8.50pm 


Theatre 

West end 


» ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about a 
dinner parly which is interrupted by 
mysterious messages stars Felicity 
Kendal and Josie Lawrence. Gielgud 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171-494 
5065) •©■ Pkc Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[5JI7J 3pm. E19.50-E27.50. 1 30 mins. 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s acclaimed 
drama. Old Vic The Cut. SE1 (0171- 
928 761 6/cc 420 0000) BR/O^ Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, (4) 2.30pm. 
[7J 3pm. from E7.50-E30. 1 80 mins. 


> ANNIE Rags to riches story of the 
optimistic orphan, victoria Palace Vic- 
toria Street. SW1 (0171-834 1317) 
BR/e Victoria. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. |4]I7| 
2.30pm. (1| 4pm. E7.50-E32.50. 
1 65 mins. 


9 ART Larry Lamb. Jack Dee, Tim 
Healy in Yasmina Reza’s comedy about 
art and friendship. Wyndham's Char- 
ing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1736/cc 0171-867 1 1 1 1) e Letc Sq. 
Tue-5at 8pm. (4] 3pm. (71(1 J 5.00pm. 
£9. 50- £2 7.50. 90 mins. 


I BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite fairy tale. 
Dominion Tottenham Court Road. W1 
(0171-656 1 868) O Tott Ct Rd. Today 
2.30pm 6 7.30pm. E18.50-E35. 150 
mins. 


# BLOOD BROTHERS WSHyRussetTs 
long-running Liverpool musical melo- 
drama. Phoenix Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (01 71-369 1 733] O Ldc Sq. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5| 3.00pm. (7J 4.00pm. 
E11.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 


• BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
stars in a brand new 1970s musical 

Savoy Strand. WC2 (01 71 -836 8888/cc 
0171-836 0479) e Charing X/Em- 
bankment. Mon-Thur 8pm. Frl-5at 
8.30pm. |6] 5.30pm. [7] 5pm. ends 9 
Jan. £1 1 -£28.50. 1 50 mins. 


• BUDDY Musical Wog-show tracing 
the brief life of Buddy H(?/. Strand AJd- 
wych.WC2 (0171-930 8800) «■ Covent 
Garden/Charing X. Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 
5.30pm & 8.30pm. Sac 5pm 6 8.30pm, 
mats |1 ( 4pm. E10-E27. half price Fri- 
day matinees. 160 mins. 


9 CATS Lloyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New London 
Parker Street. WC2 (0171-405 0072) 
O Covent Garden/Hoi bom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, [31f7] 3pm. booking to June 
26. E12.50-E35. 165 mins. 


THE THREE BEST PLAYS 


Mr PunClIa and His Man 
Matt! (Albery Theatre) 

A vwsD-deserved transfer for this 
Almeida hit Comedy duo The 
Right Size are inspired casting for 
Brecht's talc of a split-personality 

landowner. To 9Jm 


two of them, 

and oddly touching. To 9 Jon 


Love Upon Che Throne 

(Comedy Theatre) 

The Charles and Diana story (op 
to tee divorce) presented by the 
Nations] Theatre of Brent (aU 


Martin Guerre (West 
Yorkshire Playhouse) 

It's third time hicky for this much 
rewritten Boublil/Scbonberg 
musical. In ConaJl Morrison s 
starkly involving production, it 
finally emerges as a lighter, 
magnificent show. To 13 Feb 


PAIT TAYLOR 


LONDON 

NFT South Bank SET (0171-928 3232) 
Sling Blade (15) 2.30pm The 
Adventures oF Robin Hood (U) 
6.10pm The Lavender HiD Mob (U) 
6.30pm The Anniversary (18) 7.30pm 
Breaking Che Waves (1 8) 8.1 5pm Lost 
bi Space (PG) 8.30pm 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 plays. 
Criterion Piccadilly Grcus. W1 (0171- 
369 1747) «■ Pice Grc. Wed-Sat 
8.00pm, [5J 3.00pm, [7] 5.00pm. [1J 
4.00pm. E6-E25. Thur macs - all seats 
£T0. 120 miins. 


o THE SNOWMAN AwanHnnnwg 
production of ^^ c on H ^ 
contemporary classic. ^lers We^s 
At The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(0171-863 8222) G- Holborn- Today 
2 30pm & 7.30pm. ends 30 Jan. 
£7. 50- £32. 50. 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 81 81) Boogie Nights 
(18) 1pm Scarface (1983 version) 
(18) 4.30pm Titanic (12) 8pm 


• DR DOUITIE Phillip Schofield talks 
to the animals in this new stage adap- 
tation featuring Jim Henson Puppets. 
London Apollo Hamm ersm ith Queen 
Caroline Street. W6 (01 7 1 -4 1 6 602 2) 
O Hammersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
141(7] 230pm, £1 0-E32.50. 1 50 mins. 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roller-muacaL 
Apollo Victoria Wilton Road, SW1 
(0171 -4 1 6 6070) BR/O Victoria Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [3] [7J 3.00pm. £12.50- 
£30. 1 50 mins. 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA Crisp 
Road W6 (0171-420 0100) Bandit 
Queen (18) 6pm + Elizabeth 8.30pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (01 81 -568 
1 1 76) Mulan (U) 1.30pm Dancing at 
Lughnasa (PG) 3.30pm Fire (15) 
6.15pm 


O FANE THE MUSICAL High-octane 
stage version of the TV series charting 
the ughs and lows of a dass of young 
sbowbtz hopefuls. Prince of Whies 
Coventry Street. Wl (01 71 -839 5972) 
■©• Uac Sq/Picc Grc. Mon-Thu 8pm, Fri 
5.30pm & 8.30pm, Sat 4pm & 8pm. 
ends 1 6 Jan, £1 5-E30. 


9 THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE 

Belinda T-anp stars in Alan AycwxHJnrs 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street, 
WC2 (0171-494 5075) ■€► Covent Gar- 
den. IVton-Sat 7.45pm. (5]F1 3pm. ends 
23 Jan. E15-E27.50. 140 mins. 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
Mulan (U) 2pm EQzabeth (15) 6.30pm 
Fire (15) 9pm 


O FOJUMENA Jixfi Dench and Michael 

Pennington star in TlmbeaiakeWerten- 

baker’s hew translation ofEduardo de 
FSBpfKftplay PkxatfiDy Denman Street. 
Wl (0171-369 1734) e Picc Ore- 
Tonight 8pm, ends 27 Feb, E12-E30. 
120 mins. 


S THE WEIR Omor McPherson's dra- 
ma is set in Ireland and examines 
{( iffBi nf phtw h and angpk Royal Court 
Downstairs (at the Duke Of York’s) 
St Martin's Lane, WC2 (0171-565 
5000) «■ Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
I4JJ7J 3.30pm, E5-E25. 90 mins. 


BRISTOL 

CUBE CINEMA (0114-9074191) Ana 
(PG) 4pm It's A Wonderful Life (U) 
7pm 


WATERSHED (01 17-925 3845} ir On- 
ly (15) 3pm, 6.05pm MouseHunt (PG) 
3.05pm Elizabeth (1 5) 6pm. 8-20pm 
Dancing at Lughnasa (PG) 8.30pm 


9 GREASE Energetic stags version of 
the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5080) -B-Covent Gar- 
den. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 14)[7] 3pm. 
£10- £30. 150 mins. 


> WEST SIDE STORY Brand new pro- 
duction of Bernstein's classic musical, 
attempting to recreate the feel of the 
ori ginal Broadway hit. Prince Edward 
Old Compton Street, Wl (0171-447 
5400) Q Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
I5I[7) 3pm. £15-£35. 160 mins. 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) Eliz- 
abeth (1 5) 2pm. 6.45pm My Name 
Is Joe (15) 4.30pm. 9.10pm 


•AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christopher 
Cazenove and Susannah lfock in fteter 
Hairs acclaimed production of Wilde's 
comedy Lyric Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(01 71 -494 5045) Q- Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (4| 3pm. 17] 4pm, £8.50- 
£29.50. 165 mins. 


◦WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND Lloyd 
Webber's new musical based on the fiap 
of the same name. Aldwych Aldwych, 
WC2 (0171-416 6000/cc 0171-836 
2428) Q Ho foam. A/Ion-Sat 7.45pm, 
L5H7] 3pm, E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666] The Governess (1 5) 7.30pm 


IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
Mulan (U) 2.30pm Cube (15) 6pm. 
8.15pm The Exorcist (25th Anniver- 
sary Rerelease) (18) 6pm. 8.30pm 


9 AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-acclaimed production 
of JB Priestley’s thriller Garrick Char- 
ing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 5085) 
9 Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 
8.15pm, (4J 2.30pm, [7] 5.00pm. 
E10.50-E25. 7 10 mins. 


I THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
HflTs ehillmg ghost story Fortune Rus- 
sell Street. WC2 (0171-836 2238/cc 
0171-344 4444) Covent Gar- 
den/HoIbom. Mon-Sat 8pm, [3[ 3pm, 
Sat 4pm. £8.50- £23.50. 1 10 mins. 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE WEST END 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (01 16-255 4854) I 
Want Vbu (18) 6.05pm Cousin Bette 
(15) 8.30pm 


◦ INTO THE WOODS Sondheim and 
Lapine's acclaimed musical based on 
fairytales. Don mar Warehouse Earl ham 
Street, WC2 (0171-369 1732) 
■& Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4J[7] 2.30pm, E15-E27.50. 


HACKNEY EMPffiE Dick Whittington 
and His Cat Anita Dobson and Paul 


Moriarty stan Today 2.30pm 6 730pm, 
ends 10 Jan. E5.50-E 15.50. Mare 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) Lost 
in Space (PG) 2.30pm There's Some- 
thing About Mary (15) 5.30pm It’s 
a Wonderful Ufe (U) 8.15pm 


9 THE INVENTION OF LOVE Ibm 

Stoppard's play about the life of poet A 
E Houseman, author of TheShropshire 
Lad. Theatre Royal. Haymarket Hay- 
market, SW1 (0171-930 8800) 
■» Picc Grc. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [41(7] 
2.30pm. £10-02.50. 


ends 10 Jan. E5.50-E 15.50. Mare 
Street. E8 (0181-985 2424) BR: Hack- 
ney Central. 


YOUNG VIC Arabian Nights Collec- 
tion of magical Eastern tales adapted -tr 
for the stage by Dominic Cooke. Today 


2.30pm & 7pm. continuing. £7-£18. 
The Cut, SE1 (0171-9286363) Q-/BR: 


The Cut, SE1 (0171-9286363) Q-/BR: 
Waterloo. 


• JESUS, MY BOY Tom Conti stars 
in John Dowie’s alternative Christmas 
show. Apollo Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(017 1-494 5070) Q Pioc Ore. Today 
5pm 6 8pm, E5.50-E18.50. 


Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 


Ticket availability details are for today, 
dmtsand prices for the week; running 
times include intervals. # — Seats at 
all prices 9 — Seats at some prices O 
— Returns only Matinees — [T J: Sun. 
13]: Tue. [4J: Wed. 15): Thur. [61: Fri. 
17]: Sat 


• LOVE UPON THE THRONE 

Thsteful look at the Charles and Diana 
marriage. Comedy Pan ton Street. SW1 
(0171-3691731)0 Picc Grc/Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. (4j(7J 3pm. ends 9 Jan, 
£7.50- £25. 


9 LES NUSERABLES Musical drama- 
tisation of Victor Hugo's masterpiece. 
Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl (0771- 
434 0909) Picc Cine. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [5)171 2.30pm, E7-E35. 195 
mins. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Easfen- 
ders stars alongside Only Fbols and 
Horses’ John ChaOis. Today 2pm $• 
7pm. ends 24 Jan. E6-E16, cones avaj£.‘ 
able. Sawclose (01225-448844) 


• MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the tragedy to Vietnam. 

Theatre Royal, Drury Lane Catherine 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5060) <9 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
|4][7| 3.00pm, E5.75-E35. 165 mins. 


CAMBRIDGE 

CORN EXCHANGE Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs With Coronation 
Street’s Beverly Callard and Nick 
Cochrane. Today 2pm & 7pm, ends 1 0 
Jan. E5-E14. Wheeler Street (01223- 
357851) 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha Christie's 
whodunnit St Martin's West Street, 
WC2 (0171-836 1443) Leic Sq. Mon- 
Sac 8.00pm, (3j 2,45pm, (7) 5.00pm. 
E10-E24.50. 135 mins. 


EXETER 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Dick Whit- 
tington fbffow the penniless hero as be 
searches for the streets paved with mid. 
Tbday 2. 30pm G 7.30pm. ends 1 6 Jan. 
£7-£1 5. StocJver Road (01 392-493493) 


• MR PUNTILA AND HIS MAN 

MAm Sean Ebley and Hamish McColl 
star in a new version of Brecht's com- 
edy satire. Albery Sc Martin's Lane, WC2 
(0T71-369 1730) & Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (5) (7) 3pm. ends 9 Jan, 
E5-E22.50. 


HASTINGS 

WHITE ROCK THEATRE Peter Pan 


- — - — — iiui kvuouivn 

Je^e Spenca: Today 2pm G 7pm. enc^f; 

uui!^ n ' a i| - | 50 ' £s - 50, cones available. 
White Rock (01424-78 J 000) 


OTHE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 

Andrew Lkjyd Webber’s Gothic musical. 
Her Majesty's Haymarket. SWI (07 71 - 
494 5400/cc 0171-344 4444) •©■ Picc 
Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [4J(71 3pm. 
E10-E35. 150 mins. 


IPSWICH 

A Ch^tmas Car- 
ol The Vfolsey Theatre offers Dickens's 
taJe of greed in Victorian London as an 
alternative to pantomime. Today 2pm 
?J pn l\ e r K * 9Jan - E5-E15. cones avail- 
able. Civic Drive (01473-253725) 


• RBMT Musical inspired by La Boheme 
and set in modern day New York. 
Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Avenue. WC2 
(07000-211 22 1)e-Holbom/TbttCt Rd 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4||7| 3pm. £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 


MILFORD HAVEN 

Jf 3 R r ^l THEATRE Christmas Cat and 

the Pudding Pirates Seasonal adven- 

‘ R “ e ' sRoM 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• OLIVIER: Peter Pan Stephen Oliv- 
er's music accompanies the tale of the 
Boy Who Would Not Grow Up, with 
Michael Biyant as the Storyteller, in rep 
tonight 7.15pm. 


• LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter's 
defining work depicts a menage a trois 
is directed by TTevor Nunn and stars 
Imogen Stubbs and Douglas Hodge. In 
rep tonight 7.30pm. 90 mins. 


OXFORD 

798600) ^ 0BeaUfnont 101 ! B6S- 


POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Aladdin Dora 
Bryan stars as the Slava Of tho d- 
alongside riS.“ 


OCOTTESLOE: Haroun and the Sea 
of Stories Tim Supple's stage adapta- 
tion of Salman Rushdie’s acclaimed nov- 
el- In rep today 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
Olivier & Lyttelton; £8-£2 7. Cotresloe : 
E12-E18. Dat seats from 10am. South 
Bank. SET (01 71 -452 3000). BR/O Wa- 
terloo. 


'o «n. E5.9Q-ET i qa 

(0?202-685222) e ' Kln S ,and 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
• THE BARBICAN: The TempesrXdri. 
an Noble directs Shakespeare's ro- 
mance drama. In rep tonight 7 1 Snm 
1 65 mins. ' M ' 


*j««. the Witch wSSESSS? 
9U/AM 


O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and Pe- 
ter Davison star in this hit Broadway mu- 
sical. Adel phi Malden Lane. WC2 
(0171-344 0055) O Charing X. Mon- 
Sat 8pm, [4)[7| 3pm. booking to Sep 
25. E16-E36 (inc booking fee). 1 30 mbs. 


* ™ E W* The Two Gentlemen Q f 
Veron a S hakespearc 's witty comedy Ls 
directed by Edward HaH in rep toniphf 

7.15pm. Barbican Theatre: £5-£26 The 
Pit: Ell -El 8.50. Barbican Centre 
£C2 (0171-638 8891). BR/& Barth- 
can/Moorgate. 


da^Shj^^*^ Trolius and Cress! 


> CINDERELLA Angela Carter’s ver- 
sioa of this fairytale is staged by the ac- 
claimed Improbable Theatre. Lyric 
Hammersmith King Street. W6 (01 SI- 
74 1 2311) O Hammersmith. Today 
2.30pm G 7pm. ends 9 Jan. 
E5-E18. cones £6.50. 


O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

■WW'ESjiH 

Caraa.London Palladium Argy§ srj? 


WATFORD 

Beans telkR3^Hu^ s ^h and the 
2pm & fi 45mn k^Wnto. To- 


Mon-Silt 7 30pm. [4[(7J 2 3Gnm 
E10-E33.50 1 35 mins. ' i ' 3Q P m - 


veovil ^ 

SS, 1 dISS s S S' 1 *® and 

.SSQHendfordtbi %£&£&• 


V 


-3* 

* 

Wl 


?;• 

V 

■■ ..’■-3 -. 

r- ■■■■ "-3L - 


R 8 


? v v- - 


,K .£ 




. JV-; • V ■ 

•' P"- '-'r. *--c ■ . 






T? •_ >• 1 - 

W '<■ I-mZ - 





THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 30 December 1 998 


SATF.T .T.TTF. TV RADIO/11 


Wednesday Radio 


RADIO 1 

Jte76-9a8MHz FM ) 

7.00 Chris Moyles. 10.00 Scott 
Mila 1-00 Kevin Greening 4.00 
Dave Pearca 8-00 Steve Lamacq ■ 
the Evening Session. 10.00 John 
PeeL 12.00 Giles Peterson. 200 
Emma B. 4 -00-7.00 Clive Warren 
RADIO 2 

(88-9Q2MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Mo Dt/tta. 8jOS Sarah 
Kennedy. 10.00 Richard Allinsoa 
12-00 Jimmy Young 2.00 Alex 
Lester- 5.05 Johnnie Walker. 7.00 
Mato'S Maverick Christmas. 8J30 
Mike Harding Review of the Year. 
&00 The Andy Peebles Soul 
Show. 10-00 Route 66 Revisited. 
10-30 Bob Harris. 12.00 Katrina 
Leskanich. 3.00 - 4.00 Nicky 
Home. 

RADIO 3 

(902-92AMHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 
ftOO Masterworks. 

10.30 Artist of the Week. 

1U>0 Sound Stories. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Saint-Saens. 

1-00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 

3.50 The Harmonic Series. 

4.00 Choral Evensong 

5.00 A Medieval Christmas. 

5.30 Music Rooms. 

6.00 Discovering Music with 
41 Leonard Slatkin. 

6-55 Performance on 3. 

7.45 The Coq and the Tsar. An in- 
vestigation into the satirical intent 
behind Belsky's adaptation of 
Pushkins taie and Rimsky- Kor- 
sakovls further alterations. 

840 The Golden Cockerel, Acts 2 
and 3. 

9-40 Postscript Kevin Jackson un- 
ravels the stories behind classic 
works of European literature. 3: 

‘The Poems of Friedrich Holder! in’. 

In September 1806, Friedrich Hold- 
erlin was forcibly removed to a clin- 
ic for the in sana Discharged after 
eight months, he was given only 
three years to liva though he sur- 
vived a further 36 living in a tower 
being cared for by a carpenter. Be- 
fore his mental breakdown, he had 
Written a series of elegies and 
hymns that make him one of the 
finest poets of the romantic age 
Kevin Jackson explores this highly 


Pick of the Day 


THE RECIPE For a Manhattan 
cocktail seems to be three 
parts greed, two parts history 
and add a dash of grievance. 
Manhattan Story ( 11 am R 4 ) is 
the tale of Robert Edwards, a 
Welsh naval officer granted 
Manhattan Island (right) by 
the Crown in 1770. In 1773 he 
leased the land for 99 years to 
the wardens of Trinity Church; 
but when the lease was up. 


the Church kept a firm hold. 
Since 1921, the descendants of 
Edwards have been fighting 
to prove that the land is theirs, 
and if they win, they stand to 
gain a cool $680 billion. 

For those of us on smaller 
budgets. Them and Us (8pm 
R4) asks whether the power of 
the supermarkets is a good or 
a bad thing. 

ROBERT HANKS 



distinctive vision and the way this 
iconic figure inspired samizdat writ- 
ers in East Germany. 

10.00 Faura Piano Quartet No 1 in 
C minor, Op 15. James Clark and 
Ruth Crouch (violins), Catherine 
Marwood (viola), Ursula South (cel- 
lo), Graeme Me Naught (piano). 
10.35 The Harmonic Series 6: 
Adrian Jack keeps going in parallel 
motion. 

10.45 Book, Music and Lyrics. Six 
programmes in which Robert Cush- 
man presents a personal view of 
musicals, with songs from original 
cast recordings - some familiar, 
some less well known. 5: ‘In memo- 
riam: Ben Bagley and Jerome Rob- 
bins'. A tribute to two musical 
theatre notables who died this 
year: Broadway's greatest director- 
choreographer and the creator of 
the Revisited record series which 
preserved hundreds of fine and ne- 
glected songs. 

If .30 Jazz Notes 

12.00 Composer of the Week 
14)0 - 64)0 Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

(92.4~94.6MHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 

04)0 NEWS; Midweek. 

9.30 The Rig. 

945 Serial: Peter Pan and Wendy. 
104)0 NEWS; Woman’s Hour. 

114)0 NEWS; Manhattan Story. 

See Pick of the Day. 

1130 Choice Granted. 

124)0 NEWS; You and Yours 

1.00 The World at One 
130 Wildbrain. 

24)0 NEWS; The Archers 


245 Afternoon Play: Open Secrets 
34)0 NEWS; Gardeners’ Question 
Time Christmas Special 
330 The Smalt Ad. (R) 

3-45 ft Didn't Mean a Thing. 

44)0 NEWS; Case Notes 

430 Thinking Allowed - the Larger 

Map. 

54)0 PM. 

6-00 Six O'clock News 
630 Booked!. 

TOO NEWS: The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. Fran erne Stock 
charts the mysterious art of 90s 
film-making - pitching the script 
hooking a star, raising the cash, 
finding cfstribution. And is the 
concept of a British film now 
outmoded? 

745 Under One Roof. The second 
of three five-part dramatisations 
from the Michele Hanson stories 
with Janet Maw, Edna Dora and 
Luisa Bradshaw-White (3/5). 

84)0 NEWS; Them and Us Diana 
Macfifl presents the first ki a series 
of lively debates about the major 
issues of the day. ‘Supermarkets 
have more power than is good for 
you' Fruit grower Mark Giles and 
butcher Graham Hurley slug it out 
with Tony Combes from Safeways 
and economist Sean Rickard 
in front of an audience at 
Leominster, Worcestershire See 
Pick of the Day. 

&45 Keyword. Matt Frei highlights 
a word from a foreign language 
which captures the essence of that 
country and its culture. 3: ‘Losing 
Face’. For the Chinese, feeling em- 
barrassed is a gravely serious busi- 
ness 


94 H> NEWS; Animals Behaving 
Badly. The second of four pro- 
grammes exploring some of the 
many antisocial activities of wildlife 
around the globe, from carmfoafotic 
hamsters to egg-dumping swafiows. 
930 Midweek. Join Libby Purves 
at the National Maritime Museum 
with HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. 

10.00 The World Tonight. With Sue 
Cameron. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Five Dahls 
3: ’A Dip in the PooT by Roafd Dahl, 
read by Geoffrey Palmer. On a 
rough sea trip, Mr Botibol thinks that 
he can predet how far the ship wiD 
travel in 24 hours. But if the weather 
calms, he wifi be in danger of losing 
his money. 

114)0 Sean Lockfe 15 Minutes of 
Misery. Downbeat comedy with 
Sean Lock, winner of the Time Out 
Comedy Award, who plays a char- 
acter holed up in a flat from where 
he eavesdrops on his neighbours. 
1145 MacLean: Memorex Years. 
1130 4 at the Store. 

12.00 News. 

12.30 The Late Book: The Re- 
straint of Beasts. 

12L48 Shipping Forecast 
14)0 As World Service. 

530 WOrid News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
545 Prayer for the Day. 

5^7 - 64K) Farming Today. 
RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

9^45 - 104)0 Daily Service. 124)0 
- 1234 News Headines; Shipping 
Forecast 5-54 - 5.57 Shipping 
Forecast 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

630 Proops's Hoops. (R) 

630 Breakfast 
930 Brian Hayes. 

1230 The Midday News. 

14)0 Ruscoe and Ca 
430 Drive. 

74)0 News Extra. 

730 John lnverdaie's Football 
Night Featuring commentary from 
the Scottish Premier League; as 
Dundee United take on Rangers. 
930 Muscular Prose. With Nick 
Coleman. Prose about the non- 
players who make sport posstole: 
referees, groundsmen, trainers and 
mechanics (R) 

1030 The End of the Year Show. 

In this lively and entertaining look 
back at the year, Bruce Hyman 
talks to a group of five well known 
figures who have been in toe pubfic 
eye for various reasons during 1998 
124)0 Interesting, Vfery Interesting. 
130 Up Afi Night 
44)0 Extra Tima (R) 

5-00 . 630 Spotlight 98. (R) 
CLASSIC FM 
(100j0-1Q19MHz FM ) 

630 Nick Bailey. 84)0 Henry Kel- 
ly. 124)0 Requests 230 Classic 
Celebrity Recitals 34)0 Jamie 
Crick. 630 Newsnight 730 
Smooth Classics at Seven 9.00 
Evening Concert 1130 Alan Mann 
230 Classic Celebrity Recitals 
330 - 630 Mark Griffiths. 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 tt97-t260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
64)0 Jeremy Clark. 104)0 Russ 
Williams 14)0 Nick Abbot 430 
Harriet Scott 730 Mark Forrest. 

10.00 Richard Allen 130 - 64K) 
James Merritt 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Omnibus 

2.00 Newsday. 230 Meridian 
(Books). 34K) World News 335 
World Business Report 345 
Sports Roundup 330 Brari of 
Brains 4.00 - 730 World Today. 

TALK RADIO 

64)0 Bill Overton and Sally Meen 
930 Scott Chisholm. 124M) Lor- 
raine Kelly. 24)0 Nancy Roberts 
430 Peter Deetey. 54)0 The 
Sports Zone. 84)0 James Whale 

1.00 - 64)0 Gordon Astley. 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMIER 

630 Calm at Sunset (1996) (86905). 

830 The Starcase (1998) (18721). 1030 
The Preacher Is Wife (1996) (60444081). 
'235 Calm at Sunset (1996) (477769). 
JSfcNI The Skateboard Kid 2 (1995) 

(1.\ 353) 335 The Staircase (1998) 

(5« ,030) 5.10 The Preachers Wife (1996) 
(16:49653) 735 Barry Normal* Films of 
the Year (944189) 830 Diana and Me 
(1997) (32740) 1030 The Ghost and the 
Darkness (1996) (122924) 11-50 Bottle 
Rocket (1996) (213295) 135 The Univer- 
sal Story (1995) (871122) 335 - 630 
Bounty Hirers (1996) (22048238) 

SKY MOVIEMAX 
630 Divided by Hate (1996) (8T769) 
7.30 Coyote Summer (1996) (76771566) 
9.15 The Adventures of PinoccWo (1995) 
ui J.1J0943) tf.OO Bury Me In Niagara 
1?*(41295) 130 Weekend Reunion 
(1990) (41059) 330 Divided by Hate 
(1996J (41858) 530 Coyote Summer 
(1996) (63108) 7.00 The Adventures of 
Pinoccho (1995) (56479). 9.00 Beautiful 
Girls (1996) (40769) 1130 City of Indus- 
try H997) (626450) 1230 The KiSng Jar 
(1996) (544431) 235 Dangerous 
Ground (1997) (868948). 430 - 630 
Evil Has a Face (1996) (46054) 

SKY CINEMA 

430 Let's Dance (1950) (7178127) 630 fn 
Name Only (1939)0584189) 830 Cleopa- 
tra (1963) (7331194) 1230 Seven Days in 
May (1964) (3203144) 230 Tbny Rome 
(1967) 0254783) 330 Whcfe Got the Ac- 
tion (1962) (68442892) 5JS0 Close 
FBLMFOUR 

' 19 Pepe Le Moko (1936) (2637030) 

V 3 Quiz Show (1994) (50918905) See 
Pick of the Day. 10J0 Reservoir Dogs 
(1991) (4175653) 1150 City on Fire 6979) 
(4467127) 130 The Usual Suspects (1995) 
(3960290) 3J5 - 630 Bad Lieutenant 
(1992) (96818702) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
430 Rex Hurfe Fishing Advemres 
(8513450) 430 Wafcerfe Wtorid (8519634) 
530 Corrections 2 by James Burke 
(2979943) 530 Jurassica (8533214) 630 

Arrnal Doctor (8530127) 630 Sharks un- 
der the Sun C2083W3) 730 Beyond 2000 
(8510363) 830 Twister (aOO-flOOpm): 
Mystery of Twisters (2975127) 830 Wan- 
ders of Wteather (2954634) 930 The Ad- 
venturers (5233382) 1030 RegngPlanet 
15243769) HOO How Did They Build That 
(3191276) 1130 Animal X (*53952 2) 12 30 

THe Easy Riders (®94783) 100 Comeo- 


PlCK OF THE Day 


ROBERT REDFORD is getting 
a bit old to play the sort of 
glamorous leading role he took 
in The Horse Whisperer, but he 
may have a future as a director. 
He certainly brings a sharp eye 
to Quiz Show (Spm FUmFbur), 
a fact-based parable about the 
corruption of innocence in post- 
war America. Ralph Fiennes 
(right) performs well as the all- 
American boy whose exposure 
as a cheat on the most popular 
TV quiz show caused a scandal 


which shocked the nation. 

Many people trace the start 
of the problems that have 
gripped the former Yugoslavia 
back to the death of General Tito 
and the break-up of the single 
nation-state. Biography (9pm 
History Channel) charts Tito’s 
rise, including the years he 
spent organising the National 
Liberation Army in its guerrilla 
war against the Nazis, before he 
become Marshal in 1943. 

James Hampton 



Pons 2 by James Bute (9426073) 130 
Ancient Warriors (9772967) 230 Ctosa 

SKY ONE 

830 Games World (4010295) 845 Games 
World (4000818) &30 Street Sharks 
(36059) 930 The Stepsons (600T1) 930 
Earthworm Jbti (B6 T12) 1030 Hercules: 
the Legendary Journeys (59566) HOO 
The New Adventures of Stperman (62030) 
1230 The Oprah Winfrey Show (95295) 
130 Days of Our Lives 06653) 230 Saly 
Jessy Raphael (36127) 330 Jenny Jones 
(14856) 430 Gutty! (93363) 530 Star 
Trek (4924) 630 Married with ChkJren 
(9585) 630 Friends (8027) 730 The 
Simpsons (5653) 730 The Simpsons 
(9721) 830 StaigatB SG-1 (45214)930 
StargateSG-1 (25450) 1030 King of the 
Hi (58276) 1030 Married wtth Chfckan 
(679M) HOO Friends (94092) 1130 Star 
Trek (30740) 1230 hfightender (14735) 

130 - 830 Long Ptay (6572561) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730 Sports Centre (8889943) MS VMartd 
WrastSig (157363) 845 Sports Centre 
(8030634) 830 Racing News (11856) 

930 Aerobics (7T568) 930 Footbai Spe- 
cial Chelsea vs Manchester United (BIOS®. 
TLOO toskfe Scottish Fbotbafl (86634) 
1230 Aerobics (6672) 1230 Vforid 
Windsurfing (4G85) 100 Footbai Special 
Chelsea vs Manchester United (40276) 
230 Fastrax (5160) 330 Sports Untmted 
(47108) 4(30 Scottish Footbai (59943) 
530 WforJd Wresting (1856) 630 Sports 


Centre (3189)630 Unbetevade Sports 
(7769) 730 Futboi Muncfiai (2585) 730 
Scottish Footbai Dundee v Rangers 
(23*547) 1030 Sports Centre (179363) 
1035 Trans World Sport (575905) 1135 
Life of the Lions (W6837) 135 Sky Sports 
Centre (9779798) 130 Unbeievabie 
Sports (3661fi) 230 World Sport (72*41) 
330335 Sports Centra (13009035) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

700 Aerobics - Oz Style (3034450) 730 
Sports Centre (5353740) 7.45 Racing 
News (8514498) 835 Fastrax (6725653) 
8j45 Sky Sports Centre $048030) 930 
Fish TV (2908278) 930 Rsh TV Feting 
Tales (3070106) 1030 Sports Unfcrtted 
(3059769) 1130 Windsirfing (8322382) 
«30 Fastrax (B323011) 1230 Westing 
Federation (3083059) 130 Dam: World 
Championships (3785647) 530 V-Max 
(B265405) 530 H20 (9809301) 630 Wa- 
tersports World (3082943) 730 Darts: 
World Championships £130363) HOO Wte- 
fersports VVtorld (3050498) 1230 Footbai 
Oundee vs Ftangsrs (70522S7) 230 Sky 
Sports Centre (11327306) 235 Ctosa 

SKY SPORTS 3 

830 Cricket South Africa v West hides 
(85168295) 1030 Crictet AusPaia v Eng- 
land (B51B1382) 1030 Cricket South Africa 
vs West indes (98O38W0) 330 Cricket 
Australa v England (54258108) 530 Fish 
TV Fishing Tales (93439943) 630 Fish TV 
Amertcana Outdoors (93436856) 6J0 h- 
temafloraJ Cricket South Africa vs Vtest te- 

cSes £6589672) 830 Cricket AustniSa vs 


England (79656382) 1030 Sports Clas- 
sics Rugby Union (14650721) 1130 Ctosa 
EUROSPORT 

730 Mrem Sports \ta Mag (24498) 830 
Luge £4160) 930 Ski Jumping (76127) 
HOO Raly (53130) 1230 Motor Sport 
(6160) 100 Combat Sports (31108) 230 
Footbai (82769) 430 Sports Cock-Ups 
(tioefc 430 Ski Jumping (93672) 630 
Equestrianism (18276)830 Dancing 
(67278) 930 Sumo (94301) 1130 Foot- 
Sal (97059) 100 Ctosa 
UK COLO 

TOO Crossroads (4711653) 730 Neigtv 
txxrs (4066837) 735 EastEndsre 
(4473214) 830 The 58 (8789634) 930 
The BB (8703214) 930 Pride and Praju- 
dee (9878108) 1030 Angefs (8709498) 
HOO Dates (3113108) 1155 Neighbours 
(32562059) 1235 EastEnders (2996108) 
100 Pride and Prejudtoe (7052363) 230 
Dates (6226547) 2-55 The B* (2688498) 
335 The on (6895498) 335 EastEnders 
(3186194) 430 Angete (7803203$ 435 
Film: Carry On Christmas: Carry On Don’t 
Lose Vbur Head (1966) (20589*0) 6-45 
Christmas Comedy Alternative: Keeping Up 
Appearances (32953030) 830 Christmas 
Comedy Alternative: AJo Aid (5222276) 
930 One Foot In the Grave (5669566) 
9l40 Men Behaving Badty (7527634) 
1030 Bottom (5287382) 1130 The BB 
(3193634) 1130 The Bi (2739540) 1230 
Bbckadderb Christmas Carol (7305764) 
1235 Dadb Army (88591493) 230 No 


Ptace Bee Home (1957054) 230 Orly 
when I Laugh (836561) 330 - 730 
Shopping wtth Screenshop (2789T22) 

LIVING 

630 Thy Living (9198127) 930 The 
Roseanne Show (4991653) 930 The Jerry 
Springer Show (5736856) 1030 Mchael 
Cote (3947214) 1130 Brookside (87*1566) 
1230 Special Babies (3935547) 1230 
Rescue BT1 (146108) 100 Ready, Steady. 
Cook (864108) 135 Carft Cook. Want 
Cook (7345721) 2J0 The Jerry Springer 
Show (47*8127) 330 Fin: Daisy Kenyon 
(847) (1558672) 530 Beyond BeteL Fact 
or Fiction (2892059) 535 Carrt Cook, 
Want Cook 0W345C) 630 The JfflTy 
Sprxiger Show (6470547) 730 Rescue 911 
(7157634) 730 Beyond BeSeb Fact or Ro- 
tten (T72645Q) 830 Mixder Cafl (957616C) 
930 Halifax FP (9586547) HQO Sex Life 
Down Under (1283160) 1230 Close 
TUT 

930 Doctor Zhivago (865) (93594721) 
1245 The Dirty Dozen (1967) (74936144) 
330-530 Ctectenati Kid (1965) (14561344) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHAIMEL 

730 Ctoetess (6617) 730 Desmonds 
(4295) 830 Roseanne (8547) 830 Just 
Shoot Me (8382) 930 Cybi (53789) 930 
Sefifetd (29363) 1030 Frasier (14943) 
1030 ChBere (90363) HOO Festival of 
Fun ( p82M) 1130 The Larry Sanders 
Show (79856) 1230 Late Ncfit with David 
Lettermar (43832) 130 Taxi (96509) 130 
The Critic (34257) 230 Dr Kate (64561) 
230 Soap (83696) 330 Hooperman 
(67883) 330-430 N^tetand (74948) 
GRANADA PLUS 

630 The Box (9169127) ZOO On the Bus- 
es (8582301) 730 Farm Street Gang 
(B57B108) 830 Thatb My Boy (8274363) 
830 Second Thoughts (8273834) 930 
Coronation Street (82972M) 930 6m- 
merdate (8170127) 1030 thirtys o mething 
(8567092) 1130 Hawed Frve-0 (B587856) 
1230 Coronation St (8277150) 1230 Em- 
merdate (B1W043) 100 How* \faur Fa- 
ther? (8581672) <30 Vthfching (863214) 
230 thirtysomething (4158837) 330 The 
Return of Sherlock Hofrnes (4622127) 430 
Professionals (4601834) 530 Hawai Frve- 
0 (2482498) 630 Emmerdale (8880943) 
630 Coronation Street (8871295) 730 
Mtesion: tmpossfcte (2214059) 830 Pro- 
tessionate (2290470) 930 Coronation St 
(4607818) 930 Sez Les (8181479) 1030 
The Joker's Wid (8285479) 1030 Hogarfs 
Heroes (8294127) 1130 As Granada Men 
& Motors (1496653) 230 Ctosa 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


6.00 GMTV (17387691.936 Tmylbon 
Adventures (5472837) 10.10 Bnfenf 

Creatures (7933450 1045 Bn?- 
Shaggy Dog (33035634) 100 Di- 
nosaurs (38672). 130 
(57559295) 3.25 Cartoon (8445498) 
3.40 Rim: Iron WiB (859634) 7.00 Em- 
merdale (2419) 730 Coronation Street 
(5fi5L 830 FUm: The Three Musketeers 
(9301) 10.00 Babes in toe Wood 

(269671) 12A0 Film: Bugsy (3&382509) 

Mystery Special (9542344) 535- 
6.00 ITN Morning News (9202493) 

v 117387691 9-25 I™ I News 

Headlines (4088498) 935 TteyToon 
Adventures (5472837)10 JO Bnftant 
Cftffcras (7933450). IMS Bn. The 
St DOfl (330356^4) 12-30 ITN 
Ne..->, Weather (54924) JrJ® cSjSSa 
(2E672) 130 Frim ; My Gtri 
3.25 Cartoon (8445498) 3^0JTN 
News Headlines (6875059) 3-35 Cen- 
tral News (6867030) 3^0 Ftfmtlron 


WH (859634) 5M News; Weather 
(231740) 64)0 Beadle’s Hot Shots 
(641479) 74H) Emmerdale £419) 7.30 

Coronation Street (585) 84» Film: The 

Three Musketeers (9301) VMOtehes 
In the Wood (359905) 10.45 ITN News; 
Weather (980634) 1140 The South 
Bank Show (269671) 1240 F3m: Bugsy 
(35382509) 245 FUm: No Secrete 
(866615) 4^0 Soundtrax (25431509) 
4.35 Cybernet (46842431) 54)5 Hurri- 
canes (7713325) 5J0 The Bugs Bunny 

Mystery Special (9542344) 155- 
ejOOlTN Morning News (9202493) 

HTV W H 1 F<« 

640 GMTV (1738769) 9^5 ITN News 
Headlines (4062450) 9«35 Tiny Toon 
Adventures (5472837) 1040 Bryant 
Creatures (7933450). KL35 FBm: The 
Shaggy Dog (33035634) 1M0 I News; 
Weather (54925) 1.00 Shortbnd ISteet 
(28672) 1-30 FBm: My Grrt (57559295) 
3.25 Cartoon (8445498) 3.30 !TN 
News Headlines (6875059) 3.40 Fihi. 
HSIwiB (859634) 5^0 Nev^, W«Bher 
(231740) 6.00 Beadle’s Hot Shots 

8J25 Wates Tonighl P55301) 

tSo Emmerdale 

Street (585) 8J)0 FBm: The Three 
MXkUers paoi) 10 JO Babes in the 


Wood (359905). 10.45 ITN News; 
Weather (980634) H10 The South 
Bank Show (269671) 12.10 FUm: Bugsy 
(35382509) 2.45 FUm: No Secrets 
(866615) 4.20 (TV ffightscreen 
(25431509) 4^5 Coronation Street 
(46842431) 5.05 HumCanes (7713325) 

5.30 Bugs Bumy Mystery (9542344) 
5.55 - StoO Morning News (9202493). 

MERIDIAN 

GAO GMTV (T738769) 9-35 Tiny Toon 
Adventures (5472837) KUO Brit&ant 
Creatures (7933450) 10-35 Ffflti: The 
aiaggy Dog (20605194) too Hope and 
Soria (28672) 130 Fittn: My Gin 
(57559295) 3^5 Cartoon (8445498) 

3.30 ITN News Headfines (6875059) 
3.40 FBm: Iron Will (859634) S40 
News; Wfeather (231740) 6-30 House 
hteitere (301). 7.00 Emmerdale 12419) 
7J0 Coronation Street (585) 8.00 
Fikn: The Three Musketeers (9301) 
10.00 Babes in the Wood (359905) 
10.45 News: Weather (980634) tIJO 
The South Bank Shew (289671) 1230 
Film: Bugsy (35382509) 2-45 Film: No 
Secrets (8666T5) 4.20 ITV Nlghtscreen 
(25431509). 4J5 Movie Show Special 
(48842431) MS Hurricanes (77T3325) 

5.30 Bugs Bunny Mystery (9542344) 


5-55 > 6-00 Morning News (9202493) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

64)0 GMTV (1738769)9 J35 Tiny Toon 
Adventures (5472837) 10J0 Brftant 
Creatures (7933450) 10J5 Film: The 
Shaggy Dog (20605194) 1227 HJunina- 
tions (6411030) 100 Emmerdale 
(28672). 130 FBm: My Girl (57S59295) 
3 .25 Cartoon (8445498) 240 FBm: 
Iron Wfil (859634) ZOO Emmerdale 
(2419). 7.30 Coronation Street (585) 
200 FBm: The Three Musketeers 
(9301) fHOO Babes in the Wood 
(359905)1130 The South Bank Show 
(269671) 1210 FBm: Bugsy (35382509) 
245 FBm: No Sscrets (856615) 4.20 
(TV Nightecreen (25431509) 4L35 Coro- 
nation Street (4684243U 5.05 Hurri- 
canes (7713325) S.30 The Bugs Bunny 
Mystery Special (9542344) S.SS - 
64)0 ITN Morning News (9202493) 

YORKSHIRE 

6.00 GMTV (1738789)9-35 Tiny Toon 
Advemues (5472837) 10J0 Brifiant 
Creatiras (7933450) KL3S Film: The 
Shaggy Dog (33035634) loo Em- 
merdale (28572) 1 JO Film: My Girl 
(57559295) 3 J5 Cartoon (B44S498) 
340 Film: Iron WlU (859634) 645 
Calendar Sports Review of the Year 


(323498) 7.00 Emmerdale (2419) 7.30 
Coronation Street (585) 600 Fftn: The 
Three Musketeers (9301) IOOO Babes 
in the Wood (359905) 1U0 The South 
Bank Show (269671) 1ZS0 Rfcn: Bugsy 
(668325)210 Film: Bugsy (35685BQ) 
245 Film: No Secrets (B66615) 4.20 
Soindtrax (25431509) 4J5 Cybernet 
(46843431) 50)5 Hurricanes (7713325) 
SL30 Bum Bunny Mystery (9542344) 
5.55 • 60)0 Morning News (9202493) 

S4C 

As Chaonef 4 except: 12-30 

Planed Plant (27307653) 100 Blue 
Christmas (66558653) «5 Film: North 
(98788173) 4^0 Planed Plant 
(42549276) 5^0 Countdown 
(11963450) 640 Newyddon (19564214) 
600 He no (80201769) 70)0 Pobot y 
Cwm (3395^43) 7^5 Sain Ffagan - 
Ynys Ein Gortfennol (B3173045) 80)0 
Dawnrio Ar y Dfbyn (25621278) 845 
Newyddion (23848214) SON) Bunt Bits 
(49402634) 940 Frasier (37202009) 
mOO Brookside (95331108) KL35 You 
Are Here (48497108) 1120 Rising Damp 
(66495189) 140 Whalfc Ealing Johnny 
Depp? (70884388) 200 Close. 

ALL OTHER ITV REGIONS 
SEE MAIN ITV 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


TOP ORGANISER Adam Raoof’s 
Oxford International Chess (estiva] 
finished a week ago today after ex- 
citing last round battles in all events. 

In the Grandmaster A Julian 
Hodgson had started the day lead- 
ing by a whole point Hodgson, how- 
ever, tried the Sicilian Dragon 
ag ain# the dangerous young Israeli, 
Emil Sutovsky, and was shot down 
in flames. This gave Swede Jonny 
Hector the chance to catch up. 
Hector took the opportunity, de- 
feating the off-form Peter Wells to 
tie on 6/9. But the prize fond was to 
be apportioned according to tie- 
break; and this favoured Hodgson 
wbo received the first prize of £4.000, 
while Hector made just £3,000. 

The two were followed by John 
Nunn, wbo made 5.5; McDonald 
and Gausel, 5; Sutovsky and Turn- 
er 15; Rowson and Pedersen. 3; and 
Wells, just 2.5. 

In the Grandmaster B event. 
Barsov and Colin Crouch were first 
equal on 6/9, ahead of 11m Whll -who 
made an (IM) norm, Summerscale 
and Anseli on 5.5. 

The greatest drama of all, 
though, from a classical point of 
view, was surely the sibling battle be- 
tween Harriet Hunt and ber 
younger brother Adam in the In- 
ternational Master event. A point 
clear after 5 rounds. Harriet was 
ground down in the sixth by the ex- 
tremely determined Adam. She re- 
covered though, to win outright 
with 7/9 and make an IM norm. 
Adam Hunt came second on 6.5. 


This was the chaotic battle be- 
tween the two winners. In the open- 
ing, 7....b6 looks a tat dubious in view 
of the weakening of the long white 
diagonal - 7....QM was safer Hec- 
tor had to surrender the centre with 

12.. ..dsc4 since if 12..,.Nfa5 13xxd5 
cxd5 14JNxd5! exd5 l5.Qxd5! wins. 
The excellent l7.Nxd5! cemented 
the advantage since the natural 

17.. ..cxd5 would lose the b5 pawn. 
White looks quite w innin g after 
23.Rxc4 though it required some 
care. At the end. if36....Qfi+ 37JKg2 
Qg4+ 38-Kfl Qdl+ (or 38....Qh3+ 
39JCel Qhl+ 40Jve2 Qh5+ -!li3 etc) 
39.Bei Qd3+ 40.Kgi ends the 
checks. 

Julian Hodgson v Jonny Hector 
Oxford 1998 
Queen's Gambit Slav 


I.d4 d5 

19Jlcl Ba 3 

2.C4C6 

20 Jtc2 Qg4 

3 Jvjf3 Nf6 

213flRc8 

4.e3 Bfa 

22.b4 Nc4 

5.Nc3e6 

23.Rxc4 dxc4 

6.Nh4 Bg4 

24.Qxa3 Rd8 

7.Qb3 b6 

25 JUi3 Rxh4 

8_h3 Bh5 

26.Rxh4 Qxh4 

9-g4 Bg6 

273g2 Qxg5 

lO.NxgG hxg6 

28.BXC6+ Kf8 

113g2 Be7 

29.Qxa7 Qgl + 

12.g5 dxc4 

30.Ke2 Qbl 

13.Qxc4 Nd5 

31.Qa3 RbS 

14.h4 b5 

32.Qc3Qxa2 

15.Qd3 Nd7 

33.d5 Rb6 

16.Bd2 N7b6 

34.Qd4 Qc2 

17Jfxd5 exd5 

35.Qxb6 Qd3+ 

18.b3 Qd7 

36Jvf3l-0 


BRIDGE 

ALAN HlRON 


WEST DID not think for enough 
ahead in the defence on this par- 
ticular deal There were, infect two 
possible ways of trying for a ruff, 
both equally likely, but one of them 
gave a for better chance of defeat- 
ing the contract 

South opened lNT (15-17 points) 
and showed his Hearts in response 
to a Stayman enquiry. North's raise 
to game was passed out and West 
led his singleton dub against Fbur 
Hearts. 

After winning in hand, declarer 
played the ace and another trump 
which West won with his king. His 
problem now was, how to put his 
partner in for the dub ruff? 

East was marked with some 
high cards - he might even have 
both ♦Aand 0 A, in which case it 
would not have mattered what 
West led with. But if East held only 
one ace, the wrong return would 
allow declarer to win and draw 
West’s last trump. 

There seemed to be no indication 
(yes. some modernists would agree 
that the order in which East has 
played his trumps should have suit 
preference connotations, but East- 
Wfest were not of this particular 
school...), and in practice West 
chose a diamond. Now South had 
ten tricks. 

West had missed an important 


Game all; dealer South 


North 
+QJ 
TQJ72 
07 4 3 
*KJ 107 
East 


West 

♦ 1065 2 
<TK93 
OQ8652 

♦ 2 


♦ A 98 4 
T10S 
OK J 9 

♦ 9 85 4 


South 

♦ K7 3 
*?A 6 5 4 
0 A 10 

♦ AQ63 


point If indeed his partner held v A 
hut no ♦A a club ruff might well 
not defeat the contract - unless 
East held both of the top diamonds, 
there would be no more tricks to 
come. But on the other hand, if East 
held ♦ A but not v A, there would 
be some excellent prospects of 
eventually coming to a diamond 
trick at some later point, after tak- 
ing the dub ruff 
As you can see from the above, 
that is just how it would have 
worked out 


Concise Crossword 


No.3806 Wednesday 30 December 



ACROSS 

I Wait in line (5) 

4 Amuse (6) 

9 Aircraft flap (7) 

10 Fine fabric (5) 

II Cany (4) 

12 Tvpe of rifle (7) 

13 Corpulent (3) 

14 Indian prince (4) 

16 Frenzied indulgence (4) 

15 Border (3) 

20 In proportion (3,4) 

21 Rise rapidly (4) 

24 Legal defence (5) 

25 Inactivity (7) 

26 Disinter (6) 


DOWN 


Crystalline mineral (6) 
Brilliance (5) 

Nobleman (4) 

Two-way telephone system (8) 
Murder (7) 

Cricket side (6) 

Pass into law (5) 

13 Philosophy of resignation (8) 
15 Do away with (7) 

17 Narcotic drug (6) 

18 Custom (5) 

19 Mistakes (6) 

22 Drink dispenser (5) 

23 Part of necklace (4) 


27 Russian country house (5) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 7 Missed, 8 Rusted (Mistrusted). 10 Raiment, 1 1 Salvo. L2 Crib. 13 Space. ]7 
Molar. IS Exam. 22 Learn, 23 Connive, 24 Camera, 25 Tom-cat. DOWN: J EmbraceT! As- 
pirin. 3 Fever, 4 Tussock. 5 Still, 6 Idiom, 9 Stopwatch. 14 Joiners. 15 Extinct. J6 Amiicstv 
19 Slack. 20 Palms. 21 Snoop. 
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